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dollars ; and Hameln had contributed 1 59,000. It is well 
known that at the conquest and plunder of Magdeburg, the 
whole town was burned ; and that a population ot 20,000 
was diminished in one day, by an indiscriminate massacre, 
to 400 individuals. In many cities hardly any thing was to 
be seen but houses abandoned, and falling down, and the 
country around them lying fallow. The empire was in this 
condition at the assembling of the last diet, in 
A.D. 1653. Ferdinand the Third. 

The majority of the pijnces appeared in all the pomp 
and display of newly elevated sovereigns: Ferdinand him- 
self was indisposed and dispirited ; John Philip ot ^chon- 
born, elector of Mayence, active in the exercise of his 

arch-chancellorship; Charles Caspar of the Leyen, el^tor 

of Treves, devoted to the emperor, but destitute of the 
greatness of mind which the affairs of Germany demanded 
at this crisis : the elector of Cologne, a Bavarian prince, 
was timid : a feeble old man was the regent of Bavaria 
duriiKT the minority of Ferdinand Maria: John George, 
elector of Saxony, in advanced age, vacillated between hi> 
devotion to the emperor and his zeal for Lutheranism, 
which was extirpated by every possible method m the he- 
reditary dominions: Frederick William of Brandenburg 
was jealous of the Swedes on account of Pomerania, and 
anxiously bent on the means of procuring supplies ot mo- 
ney sufficient to increase his military establishment: Charles 
Lewis, elector palatine, was desirous of embracing this op- 
portunity of enjoyment, and a master in the art of pleasmg; 
a talent which was very necessary in his situation. > 

' crowd of princes and nobles were sufficiently occupied n 
settling points of ceremony and in amusements. 

The states obtained from this diet, the privilege ot 
. posing on their own subjects all such taxes as should b 
come necessary for the support of the. fortresses, an 
maintaining armies*requisite for the public defence. , ** 
succeeding diet, they demanded to be protected agains 
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conducted the Israelites) towards the plains of Bordtalanor, 
where their fathers had formerly fed their flocks. General 
Rytschkoff pursued them, like a second Pharaoh, through 
sandy deserts, but in vain : the great Kienluna, emperor 
of the Mandshu who have reigned in China during one 
hundred and fifly years, allowed them to take up their.resi- 
dence in Dsongar, where he had lately broken the singular 
power of the Kontaisha: he gave them pasturage for their 
flocks; provided them with subsistence and money; sum- 
moned their chief men Jto^his court ; and restored among 
them the great council of the Tsaisang, or nobles, according 
to the manner of their fathers. 

Kienluna stood in the same relation to the Dalai Lama 
of Thibet, as Joseph the Second to Pius the Sixth. The 
Lama is the holy father of a multitude of tribes which in- 
habit the country between the banks of the Volga and the 
furthest shores of the Corea; and his dominion consists of 
Butan and Pu. He revered and was revered by the em- 
peror: but he was not able to withstand the j^wer of 
Kienluna. 

The boundary of China on the side of Russia, is the 
country in which the Tungusi, the brethren of^the Mand- 
shu, support themselves by the chase : and Kjachta is the 
place in which the nations assemble for the purposes, of 
trade. 

Japan continues to be inaccessible to strangers. 

Very little is known concerning the extensive country 
situated between the Ganges and China. 

The sacred shores of the Ganges, the delightful plains, 
the pastoral mountains and the beautiful coasts /)f the hi- 
ther peninsula of Hindustan, have lotig been polluted by . 
the bloody wars of the English and French, and inundat^ 
with the still moreidesolating spirit of faction : the Enghsh, . 
howevCT, havfe at length strengthened *e foundations o 
their power 'by turning their attention to the ancient and 
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BOOK XJ^. 

SECTIO*J 1 . 

CHARLES THE FIFTH. — * FRANCIS THE FIRST. MARTIN 

LUTHER. 

The house of Habsburg had united under its grasp Spain, 
Naples, Sicily, Austria, Burgujid^, the imperial crown of 
Germany, Mexico and^Peru, and had nearly added Bo- 
hemia and Hungary to its acquisitions, 'when two indi- 
viduals rescued from its yoke the freedom of Europe. 
Tliis term is understood to signify the co-cxistence of a 
number of states ; each of which has its peculiar laws ^nd 
customs, and offers to those who may be the objects of per- 
secution under any particular government, the choice of a 
secure asyldm among several countries. One consequence 
of this division i^, that the princes of the different states 
do not, in all cases, venture on such proceedings as they 
otherwise might adopt, 015* secut’ely abandon themselves to 
the negligence of Asiatic despots : on the contrarj^, the ac- 
tion apf^’ r^-action of a multitude of interests maintain a 
certain of life in the political frame of Europe. 

One of /jse individuals, by whose means Charles the 
Fifth was in some degree restrained from availing himself 
to the utmost of his fiVeponderauce, was Francis the First. 
This prince was the most accomplished knight of that sera 
in which a Bayard was the ornament* of chivalry, and one 
of thi lAost enlightened and amiable men of the polished 
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age of the Medici : he was monarcli of a nation worthy 
of such a king, and in reality only blamable for possessing, 
in his own character, the peculiar faults of his people. 
These defects, however, were such as would perhaps have 
rendered *liim incapabl^of arresting, alone, the progress of 
h^s rival. The other of these champions, ‘originally a pri- 
vate indiv^idudl,*' wij,s Drt" Margin Luth'^r,^ a- monk from the 
county of Mansfeldj and a professor ’“in the university of 
Wittenberg. This ma», who was possessed of sound in- 
tellect and of courage, but neither of extraordinary learn- 
ing nor of cultivated tastQ.; without the aid of any^thei 
power than that of common sense exerted on many im- 
portant subjects, and that of truth wherever he attacked 
abuses; by his heroism alone, imparted to the half of Eu- 
rope a new soul ; created an opposition which became the 
safeguard of freedom ; jfhd, without any such design, con- 
tributed greatly to the successful ii^siy of the contest so long 
mauitained with indecisive results by Francis and his son. 
There is nothing in history more deserving of consider- 
ation, than the spectacle of an individual or a small state, 
con^nding victoriously, by such aueans only as arc within 
the reach of all, against all the gifts of fortune and all 
the terrors of power. 

Nothing was wanting to render Charles the Fifth the 
greatest prince in Europe, except that quality which .Luther 
opposed to him, the dauntless courage inspired by the con- 
sciousness of pure intentions. CUiarles had from his youth 
accustomed himself to a certain external moderation in 
the free country of Flanders, and in the politic court whicli* 
he inherited from Ferdinand the Catholic. Tlie weakness 
of his bodily constitution contributed to this habit; and he 
had a peculiar faculty of foresight, of suspecting every 
thing, and of regarding every occif^rence with distrust. 
Hence it resulted, that his plans were combined with ability, 
though the execution was defective.: he' was not so well 
adapted for sudden resolutions as for reflection. If, *how - 
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ever, he also failed in previously concerted plans, it pro* 
ceeded chiefly from his not calculating so well the moral 
as the physical force opposed to him ; so that he was unpre- 
pared for the disinterested courage of heroism. Tl^ higher 
departments of political science werd in his time entirely 
uncultivated. Charles, it is true, read Thucydides and 
Machiavel assiduously ; but there is a wicj| difference be- 
tween merely studying an author, and imbibing so entirely 
his spirit, as to be enabled uniformly to keep his principles 
in view, amidst the turmoil of business and the conflict of 
the passions. Besides, as every deader sees objects in that 
point of view to which his inclination directs him, so Cliarles 
had chiefly acquired from history the art of dissimulating, 
which he confounded with the talent of governing. It must 
be allowed that the contradiction, iij his own situation, be- 
tween appearance and roality, luight easily lead him into 
this mistake : his powen' appeared immeasurable, while he 
was in fact under the necessity of concealing the n)edi- 
ocrity of bis resources. Though king of the opulent tcr-» 
ritories of the South, heir of Burgundy and lord of the 
New World, he was often destitute of money : the gWd 
mines, when first worked, did not immediately produce a 
great revenue ; and political economy was in its infancy. 
From the want of money proceeded weakness in the mili- 
• tary discipline, which was also in itself defective in system. 
Armies disbanded themselves, or plundered their country- 
men, when pay or subsistence was defective : and for the same 
reason they were the more ready, in the moment of victory, 
to abuse their fortune by giving a loose rein to licentious* 
passions: the generals were as yet not sufficiently their 
masters ; Charles himself did not possess the commanding 
character of a hero; nor had tactics confirmed the habit of 
implicit obedience. Hence enemies, neither better pro- 
vided with money, .nor better instructed in the art of war, 
often defeated the arm^ of the emperor^ through the influ- 
ence of the moral causes which inspired their own soldiers, 
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and often frustrated the objects even of his victories. It r» 
evident, from the composition of the armies of those days, 
that their leaders reckoned less upon the dexterity and ac- 
curacy pf well-calculated manoeuvres than upon the im- 
petus of large and unwieldy masses. The companies in the 
i^'rench regiments contained from five hundred to six hun- 
dred men. The squadrons of the emperor consisted of 
sixty lancers in complete armour, one hundred and twenty 
half-armed cuirassiers, and sixty light-horsemen, furnished 
with long muskets: his companies of infantry comprised 
one hundred pikes, fifty “halberds, two hundred mfiskets, 
and fifty supernumeraries. When the contest was to be 
decided by intrinsic force, the advantage was on the side 
of the troops of France and Switzerland. 

If Charles had giv|n up the German empire to his 
brother, whose character ^excited vless distrust ; or if, con- 
tented with th^ power he alre&d^' possessed, he had re- 
nounced all plans of aggrandizement, he would have deserved 
a more illustrious name. 

SECTION ir. 

THE REFORMATION. 

Luther executed a work which had been for ages in a 
course of preparation. 

The leaders of those nations which had destroyed the 
Roman empire, had adhered to the chair of St. Peter, and 
luid employed its authority to confirm the foundations of 
their newly erected thrones ; the pope was the guardian and 
common father of the princes and people of the western 
nations. When he undertook to humiliate the emperors of 
the German states, the plan laid by his lust of domination 
proved equally agreeable to the ambition of the princes, 
and to the independent spirit of the citizens. As the se- 
veral courts introduced the practice of keeping on foot re- 
gular troops in their own pay, money became the support 
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oF monarchies ; and the riches of the church, especially the 
large sums which were continually flowing towards Rome, 
soon came to be regarded with envious eyes. The kings, 
during successive centuries, had been engaged in endea- 
vouring to diminish the power of the nobles, and in some 
countries had gained their object; in others, the latt^' 
had succeeded, by strenuous exertions, in establishing an* 
independent power. To princes of^ both these descriptions 
it naturally appeared insufferable that an ecclesiastical 
sovereign, residing in a distant country, should exercise au- 
thority within their dominions, and in many cases even 
over themselves. 

Those nations which were less exposed to t^e effects of 
these political collisions, were, in proportion to the gradual 
revival of more liberal habits of thhiking, offended at the 
ignorance, scandalous manners^ absurd practices, and ty- 
rannical pride of a hiferarchy, who were^ncapable of per- 
ceiving that some attention was necessary, on their part, to 
the spirit of the times. Even in divine worship, there 
were many things which had been derived from pagan 
rites, or invented in the darkness of ancient barbartsm ; 
and which had become unmeaning, from the mere lapse of 
time, or absurd in the view of increasing intelligence: hence 
the sudden applause which attended the attacks made on 
such fooleries by Wickliffe in England, and by Huss in 
Bohemia : but the way had been already in some measure 
prepared, even for these early reformers, by Berengar of 
Tours, Henry of Autun, and Arnold of Orleans; by many 
courageous orators, in synods of the church ; by writers in 
the imperial interest; by insulted Franciscans; by pious 
mystics, who had expiated in flames the sanctity of their 
lives ; and by wits, yiho lore the mask from hypocrisy, and 
held her up to* ridicule. 

In the fifteenth century, subsequently to the scandalous 
schii^]^ and to the loud remonstrances of the <;ouncils of 
Constance and Basel, the revival of ancient learning had 
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given a new impetus to the human mind. Among those 
individuals who successively imparted to the new modes 
of thinking a vigour which it was impossible to re- 
straifS, wp must enumerate Nicholas the Fifth, the founder 
of the Vatican library, who rewarded Pbiladelphus with a 
lH>U8e, an estate, and several thousand ducats, for a trans- 
Jation of Homer ; the magnanimous Pius the Second, and 
his successor, whose merits have not been justly estimated 
by posterity ; tlie emperor Frederick the Third, who was a 
lover of botany, chemistry, and astronomy ; Alphonso the 
Wise, who attended the lectures of the Neapolitan pro- 
fessors even in his old age; the liberal Matthias Hunyad, 
whose pleasure and pride consisted in liis intimacy with 
learned Italians; and above all, the illustrious house of 
Medici. The growth pf knowledge had been gradually 
developed, chiefly in the fl^uirishing universities of Wurtz- 
Inirg, Rostock,^ Lyons, Ingols*tadt, Base), Tubingen, 
Turin, Poitiers, Toledo, Copenhagen, and Upsal. Hence 
had resulted a diffusion of literature, an enthusiastic love, 
and often a servile imitation of the groat authors of anti- 
quity; which, aidetl by the vigorous and penetrating genius 
of the age, had produced a freedom of sentiment that dis- 
dained to submit longer to the yoke of antiquated terrors. 

The Italians, especially the learned Florentines, cast off 
in their indignation all the restraints by which the purest 
religion keeps the passions within bounds; and the danger 
of an unequal union between truth and error, was once 
•more displayed. In the consciousness of their own pre- 
eminence, they despised the barbarians, as they esteemed 
the people of the north ; and imagined that they could 
continue to impose upon them with ideas, to w hich they 
were themselves far superior. Many important proposals 
were indeed made ; but the court of Rome refused to listen 
even to the most moderate demands. 

Yet the Holy See Iiad already received such lessqns of 
experience as might have sufficed to render it more cau- 
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tious. In the latter periods of the council of Basel, the 
affairs of Rome were managed by iEneas Sylvius, man 
equal in talent and far superior in courage to Cicero. It 
had cost him infinite trouble, and no small sums^of money, 
to render the agents of the elector of Mayence manageable, 
and after having gained the emperor, the duke of Bavaria, 
and the elector Palatine, to procure at Aschaffenburg, and 
by degrees every where, the desired autliority for the con-* 
cordat which had been concluded at Vienna. This com- 
pact, which was named from Aschafftmbnrg because the 
reception which it there met \tith decided its fate, settled 
the relations of the German church to the see of Rome, in 
a manner tolerably advantageous to the latter ; but which 
naturally became, through Uic increasing demands of the 
Italians, an inexhaustible source of disputes. 

The emperor Maximilian ^omplained that half a mil- 
lion of ducats went anrfually from Germany to Rome. It 
happened that a priest, whose mistress had Ix^cn taken from 
him, had committed a murder in the public way. The story 
of the false a])pearanccs of the Virgin and the five wounds, 
played off at Bern, by masked Dominican friars, a 
journeyman tailor named Jetzer, is well known. The sen- 
suality of the Soutli, as manifested by legates and their fol- 
lowers, formed too impudent a contrast with the chaster 
ignorance of the northern nations : and even among the 
latter, the priests endeavoured too openly to indemnify 
themselves, by various indulgeiicies, for the restrictions im- 
posed upon them by their vows. 

Lastly, Leo the Tenth, who was liberal to prodigality, 
and more remarkable for his talents, than for the modera- 
tion of his plans or of his manners, had contracted enor- 
mous debts with the banking-house of Fugger at Augsburg ; 
partly to defray the expenditure occasioned by the building 
of the church of. St. Peter, the wonder of architecture, and 
partly for more profane purpose s. *In order to discharge 
tliis debt, it was proposed to publish an unlimited absolu- 
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tion for sins, on pecuniary conditions. It may easily be 
supposed that the fortunate dealers in this new traffic, who 
would certainly not forget their own interests, were ob- 
noxious to the envy of their monastic brethren ; nor could 
the Pope fail to excite similar feelings in princes, who 
could not, without difficulty, procure much smaller sums 
^^om their subjects. But this was not enough : Tetzel, one 
of the preachers of these indulgences, as if with the de- 
sign of making the scandal as striking as possible, taught 
openly, that for every species of crime, of whatsoever de- 
nomination, absolution mi^ht be purchased by money. 
However strange these doctrines might sound in the 
German university of Wittenberg, the sober Swiss were 
not less shocked by the juggles of Samson, another of the 
sellers of indulgences, who, in his public preachings, imi- 
tated the sound which the sejul emits, while, at the moment 
when its ransom is paid, it flies tip out of the flames of 
purgatory. 

These occurrences induced Martin Luther, in Saxony, 
to speak against the validity of such indulgences and all 
the scandal connected with the traffic, in a powerful voice, 
which however was but the echo of the universal sentiment. 
Luther had not that extensive learning which rendered 
Erasmus so illustrious : but he possessed and cultivated that 
knowledge of the foundations of religion, which is neces- 
sary for the reformation of a church ; and nature had en- 
dowed him with a clearness of perception winch carried 
him further in the pursuit of truth than the most elaborate 
investigations ; together with an ardent and vigorous imagi- 
nation, not the result of ideas acquired by study, but of his 
internal faculty. His eloquence was of a very popular de- 
scription ; and he employed his native language in a more 
powerful manner than any ol* his contemporafries. He was 
at the same time full of patriotism ; and, in maintaining ac- 
knowledged truth, a hero. During his life, this vehement 
inaa was the guardian angel of peace and the flames oi 
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religious war were kindled immediately after his de- 
cease. His frankness procured him the utmost respect 
from all the princes of his own creed ; and he never Con- 
cealed any thing which he believed to be contempjated by a 
court, if it were contrary to the interests of his country : 
his doctrine, whether addressed to the prince or to the 
peasant, was equally suitable to tl)e duties of the respectivi^ 
ranks. -He loved the gentle Melancthon, his fellow- 
labourer, and admired his supcrmr learning. He might 
condemn his opponents; but he did not, like Calvin, allow 
himself to persecute them. Though unconquerably sted- 
fast in presence of the emperor and the empire, and in his 
opposition to all the art and power ot Rome, ho was in 
private life a good man and a cheerful companion; and so 
di$interest(‘d, that he left at his decease scarcely any thing 
but debts. * 

Ulrich Zwingli, pastor of the foundadon of the Blessed 
Virgin in Einsidel, and afterwards at Zurich, had, at a still 
earlier period, testified against the prevailing abuses ; but 
had he not been aided l)y the fiery zeal of Luther, and by 
his incessant attacks on the common enemy, ZwingK, like 
many other well-meaning preachers of truth, would have 
reinainecj unknown, or would at least have failed to pro- 
duce any important revolution. He possessed the soul of a 
patriot and republican, wliich manifested itself not less in 
his civil than in his religious undertakings: for he did not 
satisfy himself with leading liis church into the way of 
truth only ; but endeavoured to give to his country all the 
principles and habits necessary to the preservation of free- 
dom. He was as zealous in the cause of civil order, of do- 
mestic virtue, and of the beneficent policy of perpetual 
peace, as in his ^ntroversial pursuits. His speeches in- 
spired an iifesistible feeling of the necessity of reform. 

Later than ^either of these, arose Jean Chauvin (Calvin) 
of Noyon in Picardy, a teacher at Geneva. This man, 
tbgether with the spirit of an ancient legislator, possessed 
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a genius and jieculiarities, which gave him in some re- 
spects decided advantages : his failings were only the 
redundancy of those virtues, by means of which he ac- 
complished his work. He also was endued with indefati- 
gable industry in the stedfast pursuit of one object, and 
with immovable firmness in his principles and his duty : 
ip life and in death he exemplified the seriousne ond the 
dignity of a Roman censor. He contributed in vjxtra- 
ordinary degree to (he freedom of Geneva; and his autho- 
rity united the frequently dissenting administrators. From 
the influence of his situation and of his native language, 
he assisted even more than he foresaw, in accelerating 
the progress of the human mind : for among the Genevese 
and the French, the principle of free discussion, on 
which he was obliged at first to ground his own proceed- 
ings, and which he afterwards endeavoured in vain to con- 
trol, became more fruitful of consequences than among 
nations less iiiquisifivc than tlic former, and less audacious 
than the latter. Philosophic ideas were hence developed 
by degrees ; which, if not sufliciently pure from the pas- 
sions end views of their {>romulgators, have at least ba- 
nished a host of gloomy and injurious prejudices, and have 
opened prospects of genuine wisdom in the conduct of life 
and of superior hajiphiess. 

These consequences did not, however, appear immedi- 
ately: on the contrary, religious controversies gave a wrong 
direction to many acute minds, and furnished them with 
employments which are no longer interesting to us : 
whereas we find iu the writings of Italians of that age, and of 
a still earlier period, more noble principles of human and civil 
life, and a more unfettered philosoiihy. It is nevertheless 
true, that these latter writers, misled by passion and by evil 
example, surpassed in many respects the bounds of mo- 
deration ; while the more considerate peopje of the North 
required cooler and morfe accurate investigations. 

Luther, as it easily happens in revolutions, was carried, 
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principally by contradiction and opposition, much farther 
than he at first intended to go; and his cause having once 
been adopted by the nation, became invincible. The pecu- 
liar character of the work which he performed, was how- 
ever, like all good religious institutions, negative: he 
taught nothing essentially new. What can man know ol 
things above the sphere of his senses, more than has been 
comprised in our records, sentiments, and wishes, from 
early times ? But he destroyed* a great portion of the 
strange garb in which truth had been, in darker ages, en- 
veloped, if not totally hiddeit. What he suffered to re- 
main, because the newly-opened eye was as yet too w'eak to 
endure the full splendor of the day, he left to the labours ot 
later and more mature ages. The Bible, ot which he made 
an excellent translation, was the foundation and support 
of his wdiolc system. ^ 

Frederick the Wisc^, elector of Saxony, protected the 
rising party with the moderation pecul^r to his character. 
John, his brother and successor, was the chief of that 
body which acquired the name of Protestants, by their 
protest at the diet at Spires against the regulations ^f the 
emperor and the Romish party : he was already inclined to 
risk every thing in defence of the new doctrine. The Pro- 
testants soon afterwards delivered to the emperor at Augs- 
burg, a confession of faith, by which their professions 
acquired a definite form : and the union which the princes 
of their party formed at Smalkalde gave them political 
importance. 

, ^ The war which was conducted by John 

A. D. 1547. T - , . ^ ^ ^ 

Frederick, elector of Saxony, Philip, land- 
grave of Hesse Cassel, and other protestant princes, against 

Charles the Fifth, broke out on the deatli of Francis the 

• • 

First and of Luther, which happened nearly at the same 
time, and aboyt fifteen years after the conclusion of the 
league of Smalkalde. This, like* almost all wars carried' 
on by a combination of several states against an indi- 
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vidual power, was conducted in a feeble and unconnectecf 
manner. 

The cause received but little assistance from the popular 
enthusiasm^ for the new faith, because the first ardour of 
this feeling had subsided; and the contest was managed too 
exclusively by the rulers, without sufficient participation on 
the side of the people. The elector, moreover, as well as 
many others of his party, satisfied themselves with devoutly 
waiting for miracles, instead of performing the wonders of 
heroism. The consequence of this error was, that, the 
elector was defeated in the battle of Miihlberg, and made 
prisoner. A similar fate, shortly after, befell the land- 
grave, who had submitted with imprudent confidence in 
the good faith of his enemy. 

Charles, free from his rival of France, and from the ojj- 

position of the Germans, forgot, in the fulness of his joy, 

the moderation wliich had generally distinguished his cha- 

ractor^ he now thought himself master of the 
A. D. 1548 . . 1 1. 

empire, and took no pains to conceal this 

opinion : he had conquered owing to the want of ability 
rathei^than to tlie weakness of his enemies; and his future 
conduct was more calculated to irritate than to terrify. 
Francis, whom he Iiad so often defeated in vain, and whom 
he had formerly made prisoner at the battle of Pavia, 
was no more. Henry the Second, whose* qualities were 
less brilliant than those of his father, by forming a con- 
nection with the veiy prince who had chiefly contributed 
to Charles’s late victory, became more dangerous to the 
emperor than the latter had been with all his wars, which 
were carried on with valour, but almost without plan. 
Maurice, duke of Saxony, as well as the present elector, 
was great-grandson to Frederick the Good ; but Ernest 
had transmitted the electorate to his sons, Fl-ederick the 
Wise, and John the Stedfast, who was the. father of John. 
Frederick: Maurice haJ inherited the territory of Meis§en 
from his grandfather duke Albert, his uncle George, and 
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hh father Henry. He 5 as well as the elector, and the 
fathers of both them, was attachckl to the doctrines pf Lu- 
ther: but remarking the political failures of John Fre- 
derick, and either foreseeing in them a source of advantage 
to himself, or fearing that the whole house •of Saxony 
might become a sacrifice to these errors, he attached him- 
self to the party of the emperor. The latter, after the vic- 
tory of Miihlberg, bestowed on him tlie 
.1548. wlMch, together with the ter- 

ritory, has ever since remained in the junior line. Wlien 
the emperor afterwards beegme either suspected, or de- 
tested as a despot by his own party, Maurice resolved to 
acquire renown among the Protestants, as he had already 
derived power from his former connection with the catholic 
party. He deceived the emperor as to the object of his 
preparations ; and made his attatk so suddenly, that Charles, 
instead ofofferiifg any resistance, saved himself 
by a precipitate flight ; anithe council of Trent 
was obliged to disperse. The imprisoned princes were 
liereupon set at liberty ; and the disturbances in the empire 
were settled, first by a convention concluded at Passau, 

and afterwards by a formal peace in matters 
A.D. 1555. ^ . 

ot religion. 

Mautice, however, did not live to witness this contract : 
he died in tbe bloom of his youth, of the wounds which 
^ _ he had received. His brother Augustus, the 

A.D. 1553 . , . ® , 

most prudent prince of bis age, concluded a 

compact at Naumburg, with the family of John Fre- 
derick, who was also lately deceased. By this agreement, 
AD 1554 retained the electoral dignity, and 

'the princes of the line of Ernest received Al- 
tenburg, in addition to their other hereditary territories in 
Thuringia.. Thfi^decease of the counts of Henneberg af- 
terwards contributed to the aggrandisement of both these 

A D 1583 house of Saxony, While 

Maurice was obliging the emperor to retreat, * 
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Henry the Second had conquered the ecclesiastical princi- 
palities of Metz, Toul, and Verdun- Rochus of Lynar 
had in vain endeavoured to retard the enemy before the 
first of these places, by his defence, in which art he was 
the most distinguished man of the age- By these con- 
quests' France obtained firm footing in the midst of Lor- 
raine. The bishops transferred to the king the authority 
which they had hitherto exercised over their cities; and the 
latter henceforward maintained in the German empire a 
power divided between the head and the remote members- 
From this period the kings #^f France ceased to prosecute 
their Italian wars. The dukedom of Milan, which Charles 
the Fifth had wrested from the former king, was conferred, 

after the death of Francesco Sforza, on the 
A.D. 1535. _ , ,1. 

son ot the emperor ; and nothing now re- 
mained to the French in Iftily, but the marquisate of Sa- 
luzzo. On the other hand,* the situation of affairs in 
Germany became cifritinually more important : the greater 
dynasties, as those of Saxony and Bavaria, having introduced 
a law for the indivisibility of their dominions, which pro- 
vided for the future against those frequent partitions that 
had formerly enfeebled them. By these means their power 
acquired a degree of solidity which rendered their alliance 
more valuable : but at the safne time the overthrow of such 
a dynasty became an object of greater solicitude, in pro- 
portion as the consequences must necessarily be of greater 
importance to the conqueror- 

SECTION III. 

CONCLUSION OF THE AGE OF CHARLES THE ^FIFTH. 

Charles, more enfeebled by diseases which had im- 
paired his vital powers, and by various "causes of dissatis- 
faction, than by age, took the resolution, soon after the 
conclusion of the religious peace, wholly to withdraw himr 
* self from public affairs. In his youth he had given up his 
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hereditary dominions in Germany to his 
A. D. 1521. during one of these frequeat in- 

tervals in which his confidence in his own fortune faMed 
him, had caused Ferdinand instead of his 
A.D. i5ji. declared king of th® Romans, 

or presumptive successor to the imperial crown : in like 
manner he now actually transferred the empire to the 
former, and all his other dominions te 
^ the latter. Eijdeavours were in vam 

used to obtain Upper Alsace and Breisach for Philip, in 
order that he might have, as^ possessor of Burgundy, a 
road through his own territory to the Rhine ; and that the 
nearer connection with the Netherlands might remain open 
from this side. From these causes, combined with other 
circumstances, a long disunion arose between the politics 
of the court of Vienna and thost of Madrid. Thi^ was, 
however, fortunate for Uic peeple of those times : and if, 
as there is reason to believe, dominions oj^ too great extent 
are not favourable tO the interests of humanity, it has also 
tended to the prosperity of later ages. Who can calculate 
the evils which France might have suffered, if she had been 
surrounded by the dominions of Philip, during her "civil 
wars of forty years ? And if he had been emperor, how 
would the* Hollanders have been able to erect themselves 
into an independent state, when they must have had to 
contend with the whole power of the imperial crown, 
added to their other difficulties ? 

, _ Long before this time, after the battle of 

A.D. 1526. . 1 X * 1 . 

Mohacs, 111 which Lewis king of Hungary 
and Bohemia had fallen, Ferdinand had been chosen king 
by the princes and nobles, municipalities and populace af 
AD 1527 kingdom of Bohemia, on condition of con«^ 
firming their constitution ; a proceeding, as 
they alleged, consonant with their cstablislied freedom. . A 
similar negociatldn took place in Hungary, in pursuance of a 
com|)act which had been concluded in the time of the grand-^ 
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father of Lewis. But in this country the sultan Solyman, al- 
though he failed of success in the siege of Vienna, 

A. D. 1529. . r,. 1 . , . 

as well as in some of his other enterprises, had 

contrived, with the assistance of a powerful domestic party, 
to give effectual support to John Zapoyla, the rebel vaywode 
of Transylvania : and Ferdinand could neither acquire se- 
cure possession of the royal dignity in- Bohemia during 
the life of John, nor obtain command, even after his 
_ death, of the capital city of Ofen together 

with a large part of its adjacent territory, or 
of the principality of Transylvania. The former descended 
to the successors of Solyman, and the latter remained un- 
der the dominion of John, and of a line of princes most 
of whom maintained a good understanding with the Otto- 
man Porte, and occasioned great uneasiness to the king of 
Hungary. * 

Meanwhile the internal power of Ferdinand, and of his 
successors, was ijj^ireasing : some disturbances had taken 
place in Bohemia about the time of the battle of Muhlberg, 
at which period the power of the emperor appeared to be 
at its greatest height ; and Ferdinand took advantage of 
this opportunity to circumscribe the uncontrolled freedom 
of election, which the states, composed principally of 
Hussites, had hitherto exercised. The wars which were 
carried on against tlie dreaded enemy of the Christian 
name, served as a pretence for introducing imposts which 
here as well as in Silesia were speedily rendered perpetual : 
they also excited the zeal of the most distinguished princes 
and knights ; and, above all, they made it appear indis- 
pensably necessary, for the security of the west of Europe, 
that the power of the house of Austria should be aug- 
mented. 

The prudent and laudable administration of Ferdmand, 
ami especially that of Maximilian the Second, who go- 
verned all the subjects, of his kingdom, i^ithout regard to 
their articles of faith, with paternal mildness, contributed 
greatly to the, same end. 
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SECTION IV. 

STATE OF UELIGIOUS PARTIES. 

Those persons who exercised the greatest in^uence on 
the progress of agriculture and commerce, were to be found 
among the Calvinists. This sect had received from its 
republican founder.^, the spirit of economy and strict mo-^ 
rality : w'liile others surpassed them in the fine arts, and iu 
every occupation that demands a Vivid imagination, their 
principal pursuits were the acquisition of property, and the 
severe sciences. They were attached to freedom, on ac- 
count of the security which it gives to life and property; 
but they were less remarkable for desire of innovation, 
than for stedfastness in the defence of their inherited or ac- 
quired rights. The disciples of Luther were their equals 
with respect to industry and economy; but were, on 
the whole, more attachen:! to the pleasures of social life. 
They brought Saxony into so flourishing ^bnclition, as well 
with regard to industry as to literature and science, that 
this electorate acquired a sort of authoritative pre-eminence 
over most of the other German states, in all that relates to 
taste and learning. The diversity of character which each 
sect thus acquired, rendered the people of the various 
states of Germany, at least as foreign to each other, as to 
the French or Spaniards; and, under such circumstances, 
the common feeling necessary to the unity of a nation, 
could not long subsist. 

It was owing chiefly to the exertions of the Jesuits, that 
principles of the reformers did not universally obtain 
footing, and even superiority. The founder of this order, 
Ignatius Loyola, a Spaniard, was a man of warm imagi- 
nation and strong jiassions; and his whole soul, endued 
with these qualities, had abandoned itself in his early years 
to a vehement zepl for the religion which he professed. 
After^ having distinguished himselF in war, especially 
against the infidels, he became the founder of a religions 

VOL. lU. 
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order : an occupation to which he had been strongly in- 
cline^ from his youth. In the monastery of Montserrat, 
which is scarcely accessible, situated in a wilderness, and 
elevated above all the mountains of Catalonia, he copied 
the rules bf a spiritual life, which had been prescribed by a 
holy abbot, a relation of cardinal Ximenes. His heated 
imagination represented, in a vision of the night, Mary 
Ibe mother of Jesus, from whom he received the gift ot 
continence. At another time the mystery of the Trinity 
was rendered clear to his comjjrehension, by the tones of a 
harpsichord. Again, Jest^s Christ and Satan appeared to 
him in the form of recruiting officers ; and, like the youth- 
ful Hercules, at the diverging paths of virtue and pleasure, 
he, of course, chose the better part. 

The original plan of the order of Jesus was simple, dc- 
vout, and innocent : after the death of the author, it was 
improved first by Lainezj and ^ afterwards by Aquaviva; 
men who were^gfidued with the deepest knowledge of hu- 
man nature, and immutably stedfast in pursuit of one main 
object. They deserve, indeed, to be considered as the 
founders of a society which will bear a comparison with the 
great institutions of the lawgivers of antiquity; like the 
latter, this system took entire possession of the will, and of 
all the faculties of the mind; like them it inspired its mem- 
bers with extraordinary activity, and infused a spirit of 
obedience so implicit, that the whole order resembled a 
healthy body, actuated by a vigorous soul. . Whoever en- 
tered into the society, renounced, as it were, his individual 
existence, and submitted himself, soul and body, to the 
general, as though his voice was actually that of Jesus 
Christ. He now stood in the relation of son and brother 
to the order, and abandoned all his former and social rela- 
tions : he might accept offices, but ntft without the consent 
of the general, whose known will, even when not formally 
expressed, was to bo his only lawr Th^^ correspondence, 
and the learned undertakings of the whole ordter^ were 
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placed under the direction of this officer. It was forbid- 
den to make any interpretations, objections, or conjectures, 
relating to his orders, or to any thing that he did or might 
do. Every individual was a jesuit, and no loijger a Spa- 
niard, or a German, or a Frenchman ; and no man was 
allowed to harbour a partial affection for any prince or any 
country. The constitution of the jesuits, in some particu- 
lars, reijiaincd a secret: even the Pope was acquainted only 
with the spirit of their institution ;*and Paul the Third had 
allowed alterations to be made, without requiring to be 
informed in what they consisteTl. 

The first fraternity was established by Claudius Aqua- 
viva; and the order, in a short time, possessed congrega- 
tions of both sexes in every country : here a secret was 
imparted to an individual; there a key to the house i»f 
prayer was given to another: all participated in tlie privilege 
of indulgence, and in the good works of the whole com- 
munity. The order was divided into si^ assistances, anti 
each of the latter into forty provinces ; it possessed 5P>S 
colleges, and 22,500 publicly acknowledged members. 

We will not investigate the merits of the jesuits* witli 
regard to princes or to human nature, but their history 
proves that they understood the art of disseminating and of 
confirming certain ideas ; that they possessed the means of 
elevating feeble individuals to the autliority of lords of the 
earth and of its kings, and of placing them, as far as mau 
can be raised, above the instability of Ibrtune; and that they 
knew how to provide support for the future duration of their 
society. History records no institution, since tlie time of 
Pythagoras, which has been found capable, like this, of 
giving laws successfully to savages, to half-civilized men, 
and to nations in a very advanced stage of refinement. 
The jesuits, ’without external splendour, had more influ- 
ence in extensive kingdoms than any order had before pos- 
sessed; and, without being themsefves monks, they exem- 
plified whatever was worthy of imitation in the lives of the 

c 2 
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regular an^ secular clergy- It is said that they made a 
distinction between those despots who were also usurperst 
and those who were tyrannical in the exercise of their 
legitimate authority ; and that they held it lawful for any 
man to destroy the latter, while they only permitted the 
people to emancipate themselves from the yoke of the 
fQrmer. They are also accused of allowing breaches of 
morality of every kind, if it were for the advantage of the 
order: in reality, they w^re all things to all men; in Spain 
and in America they showed themselves to be masters of 
policy; in France they were^men of great learning; and in 
the catholic parts of Germany, the patrons of prejudice- 


SEqiTON V. 

OF THE SITUATION OF THE ' DOMIIJIONS OF CHARLES THE 

AT HIS DECEASE. 

In the commencement of the reign of Charles the Fifth, 
the Spaniards made an attempt to recover their political 
freedbm ; but their endeavours w ere unsuccessful, and they 
were thenceforward content to obey. In other enterprises, 
however, as well as in inventions and literary produc- 
tions, they still displayed, during this century, their ancient 
spirit of bold enterprise; while the Germans were devoted, 
on one hand, to religious controversies, and on the other, 
to the grosser pleasures of sensuality. This diversity oi' 
character rendered it not easy for one individual to govern 
both nations; and*the difficulty was still further increased 
by some peculiar circumstances in the situation of certain 
parts of Germany : thus, on one side, Saxony and Bran- 
denburg were incessantly adopting regulations excellently 
calculated to augment their resources, by promoting civil 
order and cultivation ; and on another, it, was necessary to 
maintain a very cautious policy towards the princes of the 
Paktinate, on account of their vicinity'Ho France^ 
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Charles the Fifth neither attached the princes and people 
of his dominions by confidence and affection, nor held 
them effectually in check by the influence of fear. His 
habits of life were simple, and resembled those of a private 
npbleman. He usually rose early, and dined at nine 
o^clock ; from one o’clocl^ his time was occupied by 
dancing-parties until five, when he supped. His provisions 
were chjefly furnished by the country in which he happened 
to reside; but in that age, foxesf seals, and other animals 
which are now banished from the table, formed a part of 
the entertainment. In his clothing also, and domestic 
regulations, he was rernarkablj’^ moderate. It was, how- 
ever, his greatest misfortune, that he could never conceal 
the dissimulation of his character : his words were few, ex- 


pressed slowly, and in a low unvarying tone : in fact, 

nothing spoke but his tongue, and none believed him. 

This potentate, in his fifty-sixth year, gave the world the 

extraordinary and astonishing spectacle^frf the renunciation 

of all his crowns ; and withdrew to the monastery of St. Just, 

which is situated among well-watered gardens and meadows 

in the plains of Estremadura : there he lived with his %isters, 

the widowed queens of France and Hungary, like a man 

whose happiness is entirely independent of external great- 

ness; who felt the charm of equality; and who, having 

abandoned the business of the world, was best qualified to 

estimate its worth. He passed two years, and 
A. D. 1558 . J ^ 

terminated his life, in this retirement. 

rhe emperor had given Spain, Milan, Naples and Sicily, 
the Netherlands and America, to his son Philip. Mexico 
and Peru would have been totally depopulated, had not 
Charles set bounds to the pursuits of avarice and fanaticism, 
by commanding that the Indian tribes should be re-esta- 
blished, and the mines worked by imported slaves. The 


aborigines of these countries had not made such progress 
in. the arts of civil life, as to deserve a comparison with the 
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iron, the principal instrument of agriculture ; they were 
ignorant of the arts of writing and of the use of coin as an 
instrunment of commerce ; and derived their subsistence 
from the spontaneous productions of their bountiful soiL 
It was, in fact, from this time, that their hamlets began to 
improve in extent, in strength and civil regulations ; in 
ot^er words, that their io^jons^ according to the European 
acceptation of the word, began to be numerous: but it is 
impossible to say to what degree of civilization these nations 
might have attained, if they had escaped the temporal and 
spiritual despotism of the i3j)aniards, to whose yoke they 
were now subjected. 

Charles had contrived to draw from all the other coun- 
tries which his son inherited from him, as well as from 
America, sums as large as it was possible to obtain without 
irritating the people to measures of violent rt sisteiice. The 
consequence of these proceedings was a contest between the 
different nations itff the Spanish monarchy and the court, 
which became every day more obvious : the people of these 
countries endeavoured to maintain their rights in their an- 
cient* forms, wliile the eriiperor was attenij)ting to subdue 
the spirit of liberty. In Italy and Spain, the court suc- 
ceeded in establishing its uncontroulcd authority; while, 
ill the Netherlands, the people recovered their freedom. 
But the apparent advantages which the government had 
gained in the former instances, enfeebled the foundation of 
the monarchy to such a degree, that it has ever since been 
found imjiossible to excite, among those degenerate people,^ 
any considerable spirit of enterprise for useful undertakings. 
Rulers are willing enough to encourage industry in the arts 
and in productive branches of science, provided that ^iheir 
subjects will consent to abstain from discussions relating to 
their own rights, and will submit to tlie dictates of their 
governors as to the disposal of their property. 

Similar principles cafne generally into practice. In the 
history of the princes of the German empire, new and in- 
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creased taxes on land and on consumption, begin to be 
observable. The dangers which threatened the state, or the 
necessity for an expenditure suitable to the spirit of the 
age, were usually the pretences for these impositions; and 
when by custom they had become supportable, it was not 
difficult to find reasons for rendering them perpetual. 

The princes of the empire framed their system of internal 
government, in other respects, on the model of the im- 
perial administration of justice, vfhich had subsisted ever 
since the time of Maximilian the First. Even in the reign 
of Charles the Fifth, a dealer ^n cattle had the boldness to 
make war against the electors of Saxony and Brandenburg. 
This disturbance, it is true, was remedied ; but it was 
thought so highly dangerous, that Joachim the Second, 
elector of Brandenburg, could find no better means of 
resistance against the leader and his banditti, than to em- 
ploy the public executibner of Berlin to entice him into 
that city : he fell into the snare ; but maflkalned his right, 
in a public audience, which lasted three hours, in such a 
manner as to excite a considerable degree of sympathy; 
and though he was at last executed on the wheel, the •elec- 
tor could not afterwards reflect on the transaction without 
remorse. 

It must be confessed, however, that most of the princes 
shewed greater dexterity in augmenting their revenue than 
in regulating their expences ; even the prudent Saxon, Fre- 
derick, was content to suffer the progress of reformation, 
only on condition that it should not presume to approach 
his court. Sumptuous entertainments, gaming, numerous 
suites,^ and expensive festivals, gave rise every w^here to 
financial embarrassment. 
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SECTION VI. 

FRANCE.. 

( 

Lewis the Twelfth had diminished the expenses of hi» 
government to the half of their former amount ; but Francis 
tjte First, at the beginning of liis reign, departed from the 
frugal maxims of his predecessor. His views were usually 
just ; but they were often warped by passion ; and even 
policy afforded a seeming justification of his errors : he 
believed that a splendid court would augment his authority 
by its imposing effect, and would allure the nobles to quit 
their retirement ; while habits of expensive dissipation 
would destroy their resources, and would by that means 
remove one of the greatest obstacles to the absolute power 
of the monarch. Lewis the Twelfth had resorted to tem- 
porary means, perhaps to the sale of offices, for the purpose 
of defraying the^penses of his wars: whereas PVancis in- 
creased the assessment of a standing impost called the taille^ 
a tax which produced in his time nine millions. But when, 
in advanced age, he began to perceive the vanity of ex- 
pensive pleasures, and the ill consequences of neglected 
economy and of bad example, he repaired the disorder of 
his finances by more strict attention to such subjects, paid 
his debts, and left at his decease 1,700,000 dollars in his 
treasury* 

Henry, though by the favour of circumstances he was 
more fortunate in the early part of his reign, was neither 
equal to Francis in understanding nor in energy: and he 
suffered hiihself to be governed by the selfish and vicious 
persons who surrounded him. 
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SECTION VIL 

THE POPE. 

The treasury of the holy see was now exhausted, in 
consequence of the enterprises of the family of Borgia, 
whose politic plans had been frustrated by obstacles which 
could not be foreseen ; and of the wars of Julius the Second, 
or Rovere, who entertained the graftid design of driving the 
barbarians out of Italy. About this time the great ca- 
thedral of papal Christendom vv^s begun to be reared, ac- 
cording to the plan of Bramantc, over the graves of the 
apostles ; and Leo the Tenth, of Medici, who set no limits 
either to his expenditure or to his bounty, aggravated the 
distresses of the treasury by his profusion, which obliged 
him, as we have already seen, to* have recourse to the as- 
sistance of the Fuggers* of Augsburg, the most opulent 
family in Europe, who had laid the f[/tli||dation of their 
prosperity in the unobtrusive and industrious pursuits of 
commerce, and the immense profit accruing to them fron^ 
the quicksilver mines of Quadalcanal. 

Among the succeeding pontiffs, namely, Hadrian the 
Sixth, who was a pious theologian ; Clement the Seventh of 
Medici, who was endowed with excellent faculties in several 
respects, yet not with such qualities as w^ere necessary to the 
prosperity of the pontificate in times so difficult; the crafty 
Paul the Third, who, however, was more solicitous for the 
welfare of his family, the Fariiesi, than for that of the holy 
see; Julius the Third, who was liberal in his manner of life, 
and munificent in his disposition ; and Caraffa, or Paul the 
Fourth, remarkable for his haughty monastic severity; — 
among all these persons, who successively sat in the pon- 
tifical chair, there *was no individual who possessed the 
talents that were requisite for retrieving the disordered 
finances of the see. In Germany* also the Reformation^ 
was nearly as injurious to the interests of the pope in the 
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catholic, as in the protestant states : the courts most remark- 
nblc for devotion, or at least for liypocrisy, kissed his feet, 
while they were busil}^ engaged in fettering his hands. 

It was fortunate that Francis had concluded a compact 
relating to the liberties of the Gallican church, a short time 
. before the appearance of Luther. In consequence of this 
concordat, which had been attempted to be carried under 
Lewis the Eleventh, but which was at that time, defeated 
by the efforts of the pafliament and of the university, af- 
fairs relating to the benefices were removed from the con- 
troul of the untractablo parfiament, to that of the minister 
of state, who was more inclined to pay regard to political 
circumstances; yet writers of later times confirmed the 
Gallican church in the maxim, that the pope has no 
right to consider the bishops as merely his substitutes, and 
the synods as councils dependent on his will.’’ Tlie court 
took advantage of this disposition, and made so good use 
of the means vrfthin its power, that the Homans were 
obliged to abandon all hopes of deriving any revenue from 
the church of France, without its own permission, con- 
joinriy with that of the king. The court asserted and exer- 
cised the right of holding provincial synods; and these 
assemblies ratified this principle, ‘‘ that when the pope 
swerves, in matters of doctrine, from the established forms; 
when he becomes heretical or schismatical, and when he 
stands in need of reformation, the councils are superior tt) 
him.’^ Even the monks no longer ventured to maintain his 
infallibility, but merely to assert that, among different 
propositions, that is to be preferred which is the most di- 
rectly opposed to the heretics : and it became, in the end, 
the prevailing opinion, that infallibility is to be ascribed 
only to the church. This way of thinking mitigated the 
severity of the duty of implicit belief, and rendered the 
llomish more dependent on the royal court ; while the 
latter, by means of the numerous presentations to spiritual 
dignities, v hich it appropriated to itself, acquired a power- 
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ful instrument for rendering the nohJlity dependent. Some 
splendid relics of the magnificent hierarchy of Rome Vere 
however suffered, through the collusion of the two courts, 
to remain in France; and it is easily conceivably that Ca- 
tholicism, thus modified, must have been tar more agree- 
able to a regal government, than the republican spirit of 
the Reformation. 


SECTION Vllf. 

POllTU^iJAL. 

The popes, perhaps without being aware of what they 
were assisting to bring about, (since even the Roman go- 
vernment has more often availed itself of circumstances than 
called them forth) contributed to establish the political system 
of John the Third, by which the Portuguese nation was 
subjected to oppression.* John might possibly feel all the 
devotion to the holy cliair which he pMessed; but it is 
certain that the first effect of the inquisition, and of the fa- 
vourable reception he gave to the Jesuits, was to increase 
his revenue, and to render his authority more absolute.* 

Th is prince, from whose reign the decay of Portugal may 
be dated, endeavoured to render himself master of the 
riches of the Jews, of which nation, though they had been 
banished by his grandfather, his kingdom contained a great 
number, who were however obliged to conceal the pro- 
fession of their faitli. Jlie king manifested so violent a 
desire for the establishment of the inquisition in his domi- 
nions, in order, by its means, to discover this devoted race, 
and to punish them by confiscation and death, that Paul 
the Third, who, as w ell as other pontiffs, sometimes had 
recourse to them for pecuniary assistance, long refused his 
concurrence. • At length, however, John obtained the ob- 
ject of his desire.; and first the royal confessor, and after 
him .a son of the king, were appointed general inquisitors 
of the faith : immediately the nobles accounted it an honour 
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to be appointed as servants of the holy tribunal, and to 
attend these miserable wretches to the stake. Similar tri- 
bunals were, in a short time, erected at Evora, at Coimbra, 
and at Gipa, in the East-Inclies ; and the property of the 
criminals flowed rapidly into the royal treasury, as the 
court was directed, by positive instructions, rather to spare 
4l\e lives than the seductive riches of the accused. 

John the Third had the honour of being the very first 
king who received the Jesuits. His minister at Rome re- 
commended the rising order as missionaries for India ; and 
whilst Francis Xavier was spreading religion and the fame 
of his order in that part of the world, Simon Rodriguez 
obtained an ascendancy over the king, as to induce 
him to assume the title of especial guardian and adminis- 
trator of the society ; and^ to impose it on himself, as a duty, 
to sign all the proposals which they should send to Iiini, 
without investigation or delay. 'At Coimbra the Jesuits 
performed pcuc^Cntial processions, and their lives were ex- 
amples of Spartan severity. This spectacle of voluntary 
poverty and rigid discipline, procured them great credit 
witK the people : but the university raised its warning voice 
against tlie order, which evidently aspired to a superiority 
over all the prerogatives of kings, and all the rights of na- 
tions. Tlie municipality of Oporto forbade parents, under 
pain of forfeiting the privileges of citizenship, to allow their 
children to be educated among them ; and cardinal Henry, 
one of the king’s sons, was hostile to their interest. On the 
other hand, the king, the queen and the court, remained 
zealously devoted to Rodriguez and his successor Gonsalcz. 
The opposition was chiefly founded on the jealousy of the 
monks, who perceived the advantages which the Jesuits 
would derive from the combination |hey affected of the 
characters of the regular and secular clergy, as well as from 
the novelty of their rules, their distinguisl^ed activity, the 
favour of the nobles, and the instruction of the rising gene- 
ration* The king committed to their care the education 
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of his grandson ; and they separated the young Teotonio 
from his father, the duke of Braganza, by force : for to the 
humility by which they acquired tlie confidence of the des- 
potic king, they united, under favourable circumstances, 
a sufficient degree of boldness. Don John submftted him- 
self to the authority of their general, and was rewarded by 

the honour of being buried in the garb of the 

A. D. 1555. ^ ^ ^ , 

order. 

• 1 

There existed, in fact, a tacit co»spiracy of the supreme 
powers, temporal and spiritual, against the constitutional 
rights of the people, which effected the annihilation of the 
privileges of the different ranks ; and in order to evade the 
necessity of obtaining their consent to the raising of new 
taxes, their rulers imposed them under ancient names. The 
affairs of the courts were managed by the irltrigues of ec- 
clesiastics, until, in the eighteenth century, when the sub- 
mission of the people appeared unbounded, the kings 
wielded the whole force of absolute powei*,^nd caused it to 
be felt even by the Jesuits and the church. 

But in the times of which we arc treating, the pope 
found it necessary to conduct himself with extreme caution 
towards the imperial court : in France he was obliged to 
give up many things, in order to avoid the loss of his whole 
influence, *and especially the annates: in Spain and Portu- 
gal he countenanced the introduction of the absolute power 
of the monarch ; but it was necessary to take measures for 
preserving this authority under the control of the Jesuits : 
while in Italy the temporal principality of the states of the 
church was founded on arms and negociations. 

SECTION IX. 

ITALY. 

Pope Julius the Second seized on Bologna, and put an 
end to, the influence of the Bentivogli, who had held that 
ancient seat of learning under their authority : he retained, 
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through Iiis perseverance, the sovereignty of Ravenna, the 
ancient residence of the Goths and exarchs ; and made his 
own nephew, Francesco Maria Rovere, whose lofty mind 
and heroic courage was worthy of his uncle, duke of Ur- 
bino. tudovico Gonzaga, the general of Clement the 
Seventh, put an end to the turbulent freedom of Ancona, 
and subjected it to the authority of the pope; the court of 
^Naples still made an annual acknowledgment of his feudal 
superiority ; he reckoned the Esti of Ferrara, together with 
the Roveri, among the number of his vassals; and Paul 
the Third succeeded in obtaining tlie same dignity for his 
own son, Piero Lodovico Farnese, which Clement the Se- 
venth had formerly procured for his family, the Medici. 

When Leo the Tenth assisted to drive the French out of 
Italy, he transferred Parma and Piacenza from the do- 
minion of Milan to that of the church ; and during the 
vacancy of the papal cliAir, which followed his death, 
Parma was pr^£rved for tlie church by the historian 
Guicciardini, who displayed admirable presence of mind. 

Paul the Third gave these cities, with the 

A. D. 1545. , ® . 

consent of Charles the Fifth, to his son, who 

was already in possession of Castro and Ronciglioni : he 
received them as a fief of the church, with the title of 
duke. Piero Lodovico, who, though abandoned to volup- 
tuousness of ail kinds, was a prince of strong talents, was 

murdered during the life of his father: but 

A. D. 1547. , I 

the emperor, who had given his natural 

daughter to the young Ootavio Farnese, and had taken him 
under his protection, enabled him to maintain his autho- 
thority. Octavio reigned nearly forty years, confirmed the 
power of his family, and transmitted it to his son Alex- 
ander, who was one of the greatest generals of that age. 

Charles the Fifth aggrandized the lamily of Este, which 
already held the sovereignty at Modena, Reggio, and Fer- 
rara, by the gift of Carpi, a dominion which had ^been 
possessed by a branch of the house of Pico of Mirandolo, 
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but which ought in justice to have devolved upon the 
other branch of that family. Almost all the states of. Italy 
were at that period absorbed by or dependent on the Spa- 
nish monarchy : Venice alone in«aintained the appearance of 
entire freedom, and endeavoured to preserve good un- 
derstanding with the emperor. It was long a fundamental 
point in the policy of this state, to prevent any prince from 
becoming too powerful in Lombard}^, by the acquisition of 
Milan : but when an irresistible coarse of events transferred 
the latter state to Spain, the senate consoled itself with the 
reflection, that it was desirable^to have a neighbour so pow- 
erful as to be under no temptation to aggrandize himself at 
the expense of the republic; and who besides could not 
adopt measures of that nature, without exciting the alarm 
of the other powers of Europe. • 

Genoa had placed herself under the protection of France ; 
and the greater part of Jier ndbles were soldiers in the ser- 
vice of Francis the First: but this state**^^ dependance was 
not even compensated by internal repose ; as the factions of 
the Adorni and Fregosi continued to disturb with their 
broils, the tranquillity of the state. At length Andrew 
Doria, who had been injured by the court of France, re- 
solved to become the Timoleon of Genoa, and to confer 
upon his Country the benefits of freedom and laws. 

In order to accomplish his purpose, he entered into 
connection with Charles the Fifth, appeared unexpectedly 

_ before the city, and was admitted. He besran 

A.P. 1528. ® 

like Thrasybulus, by publishing amnesty; and 
proceeded to unite the different parties by intermarriages 
and other civil connections. Far from attempting, under 
pretence of the public good, to arrogate to himself an odious 
pre-eminence, he made all the citizens of any degree 
of respectability, with the exception only of the Adorni 
and Fregosi, eligible, to the government: and kfter having 
enacted that a Uoge should be chosen every two years, and 
tUa^ the state should be governed under his presidency by 
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eight governatori, and a council of four hundred, Do- 
ria retired to the simple station of a senator. This great 
man, in his 87th year, commanded the fleet which secured 

to the Genoese the possession of the island of 

A 136(X. ^ 

Corsica ; and died in his 94th year, without 

ever having obtained the dignity of doge. 

Corsica had been taken in former times from the Ara^ 
bians, by Hugo Colonna, who delivered the island to the 
pope^ and who afterwards held it as a fief from the latter. 
The citizens of Pisa deprived his family of this possession : 
from them it was taken by the Genoese. There subsisted 
from that time an hereditary enmity between the wealthy 
Genoese and the unpolished Corsicans. At length Sampiero 
of Basbelica, who had espoused the only daughter of the 
wealthy general Ornano, pointed out to the French how 
advantageous and easy it would be to drive the Genoese, 
who were allies of the Spahiards,e from this post so im- 
portant to Ital^* The French admiral, Paul de Termes, 
was supported in this undertaking by the fleet of the pasha 
Sulejman ; but their united efforts were unavailing against 
the \alour and good fortune of Doria. After the death of 
the latter, Sampiero endeavoured in vain to excite his 
countrymen to a systematic effort for the recovery of their 
independence; and was at length himself put to death, either 
by the brother of his wife, whom he had murdered, or by 
an assassin in the pay of the Genoese. 

SECTION X. 

FLORENCE. 

The revolutions of the Florentines ended in the destruc- 
tion of the republican form of their constitution. 

Piero de Medici, the son of the cfelebrated Lorenzo, 
was a man of amiable disposition, a perfectly accomplished 
knight, and a ruler of considerable talents; but (like, all 
the members of his family) too much addicted to pleasure. 
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and not possessed of sufficient self-controul for the cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed. On the invasion of 
Charles the Eighth, seeing no possible means of resisting 
the power of France, he delivered up Pisa 

A. D. 1494. . • . 

and Leghorn to the troops of that nation, 

without a formal consultation of the authorities of the state. 
This step drew on him the hatred of the Florentines to 
such a degree, that he was obliged, from regard to his 
own safety, to leave the city: his palaces were plundered, 
Ills family was condemned to banishment, and a price set 
upon their heads. Piero had abandoned himself, and was 
of course deserted by his friends. 

During the four following years, the people were chiefly 
guided by the preaching of a dominican friar named Sa- 
vonarola, an orator, who to the ardent zeal of a prophet, 
added the spirit of a republican. He was at last burnt 
alive as a heretic ; and after his death Florence approached 
with rapid strides to the condition of a laV^ss democracy : 
the deliberations of the council lost theii^ authority ; every 
thing was determined by party spirit ; the most respectable 
of the citizens withdrew 1‘rom public business ; and the \dr- 
tuous gonfaloniere, Soderini, was scarcely able to preserve 
the appearance of order. Even under this irregular con- 

. ^ ’ stitution the Florentines subdued Pisn, and 

A. D. 1509. , , , . 

bade dehance to the pope; but Julius, to punish 

them, employed his influence at the court of Spain, and 

having by its means procured the assistance of Naples, 

replaced Julian and John de Medici, brothers 
A.D. 1512. ^ . 

of Piero, who was already dead, in the au- 
thority which their house had possessed at Florence, eigh- 
teen years before. 

After decq^c of Julius the Second, John, the younger 
^ ^ ofiplescr brothers, was chosen as his successor, 

under the name of Leo the Tenth. His in- 
fluence, and the hecessity of preventing the recurrence oi 
simila^ disorders, confirmed the autliority of his amiable 
VOL, ni. D 


A.D. 1509. 


A.D. 1512. 


A.D. 1513. 
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brother Julian ; and after the premature death 
A.D. 1516. , x I 

of the latter, that of his nephew Lorenzo, the 

lion of Piero. These princes rendereil their era illustrious, 
by the unexampled liberality of the patronage which they be- 
stowed on the arts and sciences ; while they secured the at- 
tachment of the multitude by their liberality. A specious 
pretext having presented itself for expelling the family ol 
Rovere from Urbino, Leo subjected himself and the church 
to the expense of eigh^ hundred thousand ducats, for the 
purpose of putting Lorenzo in possession of that dukedom. 

It was for this second Lorenzo, that the Florentine se- 
cretary of state, Nicholas Macchiavelli designed his political 
work entitled the Prince/' This author, in his excellent 
essay on the history of Livy, had already displayed the 
principles on which the foundation and support of republi- 
can governments depend. In his later work he drew a por** 
trait of the arts of tyrants,' which it is necessary to know in 
order to be abjpe’^o defeat them. In this book he flattered 
the views of Lorenzo; who, in an age in which it was evL 
dent to every statesman that the weakness of Italy was 
ovidng to its division into so many small states, had con- 
ceived the apparently feasible project of obtaining posses- 
sion of Lucca and Siena, fortifying Florence, and thus 
founding a new Tialian kingdom which should extend from 
sea to sea. This plan, which was strengthened by Lorenzo's 
relationship to Leo the Tenth, the friendship of Francis the 
First, and the mutual jealousy of those powers who, if 
united, might have defeated it, was frustrated by the death 
A b 1519 Lorenzo, whicli happened in the 27th year 
of his age. He was the last prince of the male 
line of Cosmo, the father of his country ; and left only a 
daughter, the celebrated Catharine de Medici, afterwards 
queen of France. 

Shortly after the death of Lorenzo and of Leo the Tenth, 
Zanobi Buondelmonti and Luigi Alamahr, two of 
aver* most intimate friends, conspired to rescue their 
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try from the domination of Cardinal .Tidius, a natural son 
of that brother of Lorenzo who had been murdt red by the 
Pazzi. Tliey were supported in tins under taking by Car- 
dinal Soderini, at the court of pope Hadrian jthc Sixth ; 
who, himself a native of the Netherlands, was unacquainted 
with the violent pp.ssions and factious views of the parties of 
Italy. Jvdius adhered to the emperor^s party, and enterecj 
into the. great league against the dominion of the French 
in Italy : and on the death of Hadrian, he was supported 

A D 1 ^^>3 imperial interest, and elected pope with 

the title of Clement the Seventh. Julius ma- 
naged his affairs so artfully, that his elevation to the papal 
chair was chiefly owing to the prince who had resolved 
on his ruin ; and, notwithstanding his libertine manners, 
he gained the confidence of the severe Hadrian. When 
he became pope, he would gladly have preserved the neu- 
trality which became thef common father^of the contending 
parties ; but tlie vehement rivalry of Frah^is the iMrst and 
Charles the P'ifrh, involved him in their quarrels: he was 
obliged to expose himself to the vicissitudes of their for- 
tunes, and fell, on the decline of the French powei' in 
Italy, into the utmost difliculties : for at this period, George 
of Frundsperg, an imperial general, plundered Romo with 
as little mercy as the Goths had formerly exercised, and 
besieged the pope himself in the castle of 

A. D. 1527. 

St. Angelo. Alexander, the natural son of 
Julius, or of the second Lorenzo, who was director of 
public affairs at Florence, now sought his safety in flight; 
and upon this occasion the ancient freedom of the consti- 
tution was restored under the gonfaloniere Ca{>poni. 

But the house of Medici arose from this temporary decay 

^ ^ to permanent greatness. Clement concluded a 

A.D. 1529, ^ ^ ^ 

treaty of peace and ailiunco with the emperor, 

who gave his illegitimate daughter, Margaiet, to Alex- 
ander, and engaged to put his son-in-law in possession of 
the ancient wealth and authority of his family. The FK>*- 
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rentines resisted this arrangement ; and the city was besieged 
during ten months by the emperor’s army; at first, under 
the command of the last prince of Chalons-Orange, and 
after his dgath, linder that of Ferdinand Gonzaga. After 
having exhausted all their means of defence, the citizais 

laid down their arms ; bemrinof at the same 

A. D. 1530 . . ® 

. time that a regular form of government might 

be established within three months. The emperor, ujxin 
this, nominated Alexander de’ Medici as hereditary duke 
of Florence : six of the enemies of his family were be- 
headed, and the rest either detained in prison or banished. 

' Alexander, after the example of the ancient tyrants, built 
a citadel for the security of his person and authority : he 
took upon himself the supreme direction of affairs of all 
kinds, and abolished the office of gonfaloniere of justice. 
Twelve citizens were appointed reformers ; and from these 
he received the palace and the whole authority of the an- 
cient governmerf: forty-eight citizens were appointed as 
counsellors of state, four of whom were to fulfil the duties 
of the office, and to be replaced by an equal number every 
three months. The ordinary business of the interior was 
committed to the council of two hundred, but under the 
direction of tlie reigning sovereign. 

The duke conducted his government on prudent and 
moderate maxims, until Lorentino, another member of the 
house of Medici, proliably envious that a spurious branch 
of the family had possessed himself of the power, under- 
took, with great artfulness, to eilect Ids ruin. He resolved 
to deprive him of tlie love and veneration of the people 
before he attempted his life; and his first step for this pur- 
pose was to acquire the confidence of the duke. They 
studied Tacitus together : and when Alexander’s mild dis- 
position startled at the malicious tyranny of Tiberius, his 
friend demonstrated to him how necessary it would be to 
adopt such riieasures in a country which hacl but lately lost 
its freedom ; and developed so profound a system of'policy, 
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that the duke soon began to rel}^ implicitly on his judgment. 
Lorentino flattered his voluptuous 'dispositions ; and .while 
he abused all the powers with which he was entrusted, 
affected to lament that the severity of the sovereign com- 
pelled him to such conduct^ and took opportunities to 
point out to the Florentines the dangers to which the 
chastity of their wives and daughters was exposed. He 
obtained so completely the confidence of the duke, that he 
caused secret stairs to be made, •by means of which he 
could at all hours, and unperceived, gain access to his 
chamber. When he supposed»that the minds of men were 
worked up by his arts to a proper pitch of irritation, he 

assassinated the duke, and called on the people 

A. D. 1537. u . r 1 

to assert their Freedom. 

The young Gosmo de’ Medici, a descendant of a brother 
q ( that Gosmo who was called the father of his country, 
prevented, by his presence of mind, the success of this enter- 
prize. He took his measures with so rfli^h celerity, that 
the more prudent among the citizens, independent of the 
obstacles which the state of Europe at that time presented^ 
thought proper to abandon the idea of re-establishing^ the 
republic. Lorentino took flight; but a faithful servant of 
the murdered duke, pursued him during nine years, through 
different ebuntries, and ultimately put him to death. 

Cosmo, the first grand duke of Tuscany, really deserved 
this title, which he received from jiope Pius the Fifth, and 

, _ which was confirmed to his son by the em- 

A.D. 15G9. . ... , ^ 

peror Maximilian the becond. In the course 

A.r). 1555. r 1 • • 1*1 • r 

oi his reign, which was as wise, as lortunatCy 

and almost as long as that of Augustus, the Florentines 
forgot the former republican constitution of their govern- 
ment. He conciliated the good will both of the French 
and Spaniards ; abstained from all domestic confiscations; 
and, though he made no enactment by which the ecclesi- 
astics were prevented from acquiriijg landed property, he 

D 3 
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forbade tlie notaries to make legal attestations of sucli 
contracts. 

From the survey which we have just taken, it appears, 
that at the time when Charles the Fifth abandoned the 
government, Milan and Na[)les were in the power of his 
son, and Genoa and the grand duke in his interest; Mar- 
garet, the widow of Alexander, had married the duke of 
Parma; the Gonzaga had neither the power nor the im- 
prudence to undertake Any thing hostile to the traiKjuillity 
of Lombardy; the senate of Venice was desirous only of 
peace; and the pope was true natural ally of the catholic 
king. The knights of 8t. John, to whom Charles the Fifth 
had given the islands of Malta and Gozo, under conditions 
which kept them in a kind of dependence on the king of 
Sicily, contributed to keep the seas and coasts free from 
pirates. Italy was flourishing from its natural fertility and 
the effects of its ancient culfivation, and in the expectation 
of a durable pe^ee : in the sunshine of prosperity, it lost 
the ancient spirit of enterprize which had raised so many of 
it^s stales to the proud eminence of freedom and greatness, 
j^'ct jts peoj^lc had now leisure to resign themselves in se- 
curity to the enjoyment of pleasure and repose. 

sEcrroN XL 

SAVOY AND GENEVA. 

The house of KSavoy, whose prosperity had been greatly 
disturbed by the unfortunate part it had taken against the 
confederates in the war of Burgundy, as well as by fac- 
tions and the Irecjuent vicissitudes of policy incident to short 
reigns and minorities, appeared now to be totally ruined 
by the still more calamitous occurrences which attended 
^ the reign of Charles the* Third. That duke 
having joined the party of the emperor against 
Francis the First, the king seized a favourable opportunity 
of entering into an intimate connexion with Bern, con- 

^4 
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(jaered Savoy, and leaving the Swiss in possession of all 
the shores of the lake of Geneva, a:nd of the whole district 
of the Pays de Vaud, hastened to incorporate tl^c duchy 
with the dominions of France, and erect a parliament in 
Chambery. 

The inhabitants of the Canton of Bern had long taken 
a lively interest in the struggle in which Geneva was inces- 
santly engaged with the house of Savoy. Savoyard noble-* 
men had been, during a long series of years, the bishops 
and magistrates of that city : and the dukes were constantly 
bent on the project of making themselves masters of the 
place; which was of extreme importance to them, not only 
on account of its situation, but of the spirit of freedom 
which animated its inhabitants, and which, unless they 
could contrive some means of extinguishing it, would pro- 
bably at length infect their own towns in the Pays de Vaud. 
They had similar views .with regard to Lausanne, which, 
as well as Geneva, was the theatre of thAt incessant agita- 
tion inevitable in those states where the ri^ts of a powei*- 
ful body of citizens, and the authority of an ecclesiastical 
prince, are not sufficiently distinguished from each other. 
The dukes had, in reality, no justifiable pretext for inter- 
fering in the affairs of these cities; but they had often 
found means, under the iid ministration of weak and de- 
pendent bishops, to cause the public business to be com- 
mitted to their own management; and in favourable con- 
junctures, afforded by the dissensions between the bishops 
and the people, had assumed to themselves the menacing 
office of mediators. 

The Genevese, whose forefathers had chiefly been in- 
duced by the attractions of freedom to choose this city 
for their place of residence, kept a watchful eye on every 
illegal innovation which the bishops might be inclined to 
iiitcmpt in favour of the projects of their ambitious neigh- 
bours, and strengthened their own party by alliances. The 
first lof* these was concluded with Freiburg, which had for- 

D 4 
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merly been rescued from the power of Savoy by the assist^ 
ance.of Bern. The intimate connexion between these two 
cities, together with the influence of the new opinions in 
matters of faith, soon produced alliances between Bern and 
Geneva: and it was owing to lliis connexion that the latter 
city, in which the love of liberty was superior to every other 
consideration, escaped subjection to ecclesiastical and tern- 
Jioral tyranny. Freiburg refused to have any farther con- 
nexion with innovators on the ancient faith. 

The citizens of Bern, however, while they appeared only 
as protectors of Geneva, nuide so judicious an use of the 
advantages of tlieir situation, that the Pays de Vaud fell 
under their dominion : for the duke of Savoy was reduced 
to the necessity of putting them in posssesion, as a pledge 
for the maintenance of peace, of that district; by which 
they obtained an acquisition equal to a third part of their 
former territory. It was net difliQuItj under these circum- 
stances, to tind a sj^^cious pretext, in the hatred of the nobles 
against the citizens, or in other causes, for converting this ac- 
quisition into a permanent conquest; and the rupture which 
took |)lace between the duke and France facilitated the 
execution of the plan. Bern received no assistance in this 
affiiir I’roni the other cantons of Switzerland : on the con- 
trary, most of those states saw, with dissatisfaction, that 
the Pays de Vaud was torn from a catholic [)rince, and that 
Bern, the object of their jealousy, became still more 
powerful by the acquisition. Bern, in order to render its 
preservation the more easy, invited Freiburg and Valais to 
participate in the prize ; and when Chablais, as well as the 
Pays de Vaud, had been subdued, the citizens of Bern 
showed an inclination to protect Geneva nearly in the same 
manner as Lausanne, and laid claim to the property of the 
expelled chapter of the cathedral, and to some other eccle- 
siastical possessions ; in which attempt, however, they were 
disappointed. The bishop, Peter von Baunfic^, had declared 
himself decidedly on the side of the duke ; and as the state 
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of affairs in the city afforded no other prospect than that of 
the destruction of his religious dignity, as well of his 
temporal power, his conduct in this respect was exactly 
that which might have been expected: he quitted the city^ 
and his power was now formally declared to be abolished. 
The sanie procedure took place at Lausanne; with this dif- 
ference, that as at Geneva the community took possession , 
of the copfiscated property of the church, so the senate of 
Bern here assumed to themselves flie rights of the prince 
and bishop, Sebastian de Montfaucon, who had thought 
proper to abscond, and from wliom all prospect of recon* 
ciliation with people was cut off by the reformation of 
the church wliich the senate introduced. 

Things remained in this situation until Henry the Se* 

cond and Philip the Second concluded the peace of Chateau 

CambresivS, after the defeat of the French at the battle of 

St. Quentin*; wljcn, in pursuance of that 
A.D. 1559. rii .i-i X' o 

treaty, Lmanuel Philibert Savoy, sur- 

named Iron-head, from his powers of endurance, was re- 
instated in liis hereditary dukedom. This arrangement 
compelled the senate of Bern and their confederates, • to 
abandon the farther side of the lake of Geneva, Chablais^ 
and the small territory of Gex situated at the principal 
pass of Mount Jura. They retained the Pays de Vaud, 

^ ^ and it was evident that this circumstance was 

A.D. 1564. 

not easily to be forgotten: for the nobles of 
that country formed several conspiracies to restore it to the 
authority of the duke; and the other Swiss cantons, in all 
the treaties which they concluded with the house of Savoy, 
during upwards of a century, engaged to give the people 
of Bern no assistance towards defending that territory. 

Geneva was surrounded by the dominions of an active 
and prudent prince, 'supported by the power of Spain, and 
by an exasperated nobility: it was sometimes at enmity 
with. France, and detested by her as the mother and asylum 
of the Huguenots; and, when in alliance with France, 
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could expect no assistance from the distracted condition of 
that kingdom : it was often shaken to its foundations by in- 
ternal dissensions : but it subsisted notwithstanding all these 
dangers, supported by the virtues with which the love of 
freedom inspired its magnanimous citizens, and by the ac- 
tivity and vigilance of the illustrious cUrectors of its affairs. 

, Its distinguished moral power so raised the reputation of 
this state, that it was often a party to the negotiations of 
the great powers of Eifrope; and it was almost the princi- 
pal seat of a religious sect, which, however, did not take 
its origin in this city. ^ 

The constitution of Geneva was free, but not accurately 
defined : and from this cause the government was frequently 
obliged to adopt sudden and secret resolutions on matters 
of the highest import; while at other times the people were 
assembled to deliberate on the most minute regulations of 
police. Less regard was paid to* the number or the names 
of those to wli#>hi the affairs of the state were cominilted, 
than to their political virtue and wisdom; and the citizens 
were in the habit of comparing the condition of Geneva 
with that of other countries, which enjoyed a lower degree 
of freedom, instead of making invidious comparisons 
among themselves. Hence private ambition was lost in the 
sentiment of the glory of their country ; and the authority 
of the magistrates, tliough it was deficient in the sanction 
which time imparts to ancient institutions, was founded on 
distinguished abilities and popularity, which are in ail 
countries its proper and legitimate support. The citizens 
of Geneva borrowed some of the forms of their constitu- 
tution from the Swiss cantons ; but they imbibed a spirit 
which was peculiar to themselves, and which gave to this 
little republic a venerable and eternally memorable place 
in the history of human nature. 
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SECTION XII. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The spirit of rivalry tliat subsisted in Switzerland, be- 
tween the inhabitants of the towns and those of the coun- 
try, was forgotten in- the more vehement contests excited by 
the reformation ; but there still existed internal causes of 
dispute bet:ween the several municipalities and the country 
people under their immediate jurisdictioiL This class of 
rulers was that which was first exposed to the influence of 
foreign gold and military habits: these formed, according 
to the ideas prevalent at that time, a striking contrast with 
the dignity and integrity of the administrators of a re- 
public ; aiul this collision was productive of so much in- 
dignation, that the people, who were, however, generally 
the unsuspecting instruments of secret counter-parties, 
made many insurrections* with the inteit^ion of depriving 
them of their honours and lives. • 

The prudence and ascendency of the government of the 
canton of Bern, preserved the country, at the conclusion 
of the wars of Milan, from universal anarchy ; and the only 
violent tumult which took place among the country people 
of that canton, was quelled by the Schultheiss, Jacob von 
Wattewyl, who manifested the dignity and firmness of an 
ancient Roman. 

The i>atriotic spirit displayed by ZuingHus, whose system 
tended to habituate the nation to the domestic virtues, to 
justice and quietness, and to induce them to live on peace- 
able terms among the surrounding monarchies, but by na 
means in the relation of intimate friendship with them, 
alarmed the democratic leaders of the people for the reve- 
nue which they annually derived from Paris and Rome, 
and which had assisted in no small degree to support the 
catholic religion in these democracies, distinguished, amid 
the darkness of the middle ages, by (heir opposition to the 
t'nci^oachments of ecclesiastical power. The veneration 
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which is usually found among a nation of shepherds for 
sens-ible representations and ancient rites, in the worship of 
the Deity, also contributed materially to the same end ; 
while on the other hand, a mode of belief whicli ap- 
proached much nearer to perfection, was acceptable to the 
more advanced state of civilization in the towns. The latter 
system was embraced by private persons of ordinary sta- 
tion ; and from its severity was agreeable to the popular 
idea, that the Deity is*most acceptably served by the sub- 
jection of that part of our nature which appears to be the 
most dissimilar to perfect ptirity. 

The towns which adopted the reformed religion, with 
the consent and advice of their communities and peasants 
rejected the proposal of a league wuth France; forbade all 
their countrymen to enter into foreign military service ; and 
enacted that the punishment of death should be inflicted on 
all those who were convicted of receiving pensions: and it 
must be allow€;^*tliat the populatioji and prosperity of the 
country, were for a considerable space of time promoted by 
these regulations. 

The council at Bern determined to adopt the reform- 
ation, at the period when the majority of the citizens and 
country people appeared to approve it. At Basel, Schafl- 
hausen, St. Galle, in the country of Glaris, and in part of 
Appenzel, the voice of the people was declared in its fa- 
vour by such tremendous movements, as manifested that 
opposition on the part of the authorities would be utterly in 
vain ; and even the magistrates themselves were rather un- 
willing to admit the new creed from the mere dread of in- 
novation, than inclined to retain the ancient system on the 
ground of its own merits. On the contrary, whatever came 
from Zurich could not be well received in the pastoral dis- 
tricts; and it is possible that the refbfrhers might have at- 
tacked the opinions of the honest fathers of these people, 
with loo little moderation : in Bern also, ‘it was with ex- 
treme difficulty that the new faith could be established ia 
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the mountains. But tlie common subjects of the union 
were in the most perplexed and confused condition : twice 
within three years, civil war broke out between the ruling 
cantons : and the catholic party, though the less numerous, 
consisting of men who were not enervated by sedentary 
trades nor by the adoption of any modern indulgences, 
and who had in no degree departed from the simple life of 
their forefathers, commonly came off witli the victory; 
vvliile the officers of tlie towns endeavoured to conduct the 
war in the scientific manner followed by the soldiers of 
kings, and acted the part of** half-instructed men, op- 
jiosed to the hardy sons of nature. The catholics were, 
however, under the necessity of consenting to reasonable 
terms of peace, because the towns were more powerful, and 
therefore in a condition to sustain the burden of war for a 
longer time; and Zurich was, after all, their best market. 

An equipoise was thus establi{?hed, and the confederates 
were imperceptibly led to tolerate both parties in the com- 
mon dominions of the union : but they were not brought to 
this result by attending to the suggestions of reason; for 
even in our times, the most intolerant principles prevailed 
in the exclusive dominions of individual cantons : and it 
appears that a republican government is not necessarily a 
free constitution, since it is possible tiiat under it, men 
may be forbidden to worship the Deity in the manner 
which they think best. The catholics of Switzerland, 
however, never permitted the introduction of the in- 
quisition ; and among the reformers, the exorbitant influence 
of the preachers was diminished in proportion to the ex- 
tension of knowledge among other classes : so that at length 
every one was at liberty to think as he pleased, though he 
was permitted to teach only the established doctrine; and 
in that age, and ambhg states so feeble, these limitations 
may be excused. 

In the times immediately succeeding the reformation, the 
governments of the towns became more poiiiilar und peace- 
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able, in proportion as the military spirit was taught to sub- 
mit ‘itself to the laws. Among the reformed cantons, the 
greater part of the ancient vigour and liilarity of character 
was lost : the people became more domestic and industrious, 
but their enjoyment of life was diminished. 


SECTION XIII. 

GJIEAT BRITAIN. 

It would be difficult to name a country in which, during 
these convulsions of the Ctirislian world, the arbitrary will 
of the monarch exerted a more capricious influence over 
the determination of the most important questions of con- 
science, than in England. The maxims of Henry the Se- 
venth, and the lawless impetuosity of his successor, had 
enfeebled the parliament, and reduced it to a servile de- 
pendence on the will of fheking; while the nobility had 
been destroyet^ and the commons ruined, in the wars be- 
tween the rival houses of York and Lancaster. The 
hierarchy, consisting of (>0,000 individutils, tlie 13,000 
churches, and fM5 monasteries, under their Italian chie^ 
who was possessed of the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
still constituted a body capable of maintaining its own will 
in opposition to that of the monarch ; because the privileges 
enjoyed by their members and their property, ellectually 
protected them against the encroachments of tyranny; and 
because they were supported by that most universal and in- 
destructible power, which coerces even him who wields the 
sword and possesses the revenue, — the force of public 
opinion : but this support was undermined by the reforma- 
tion. 

Under Henry the Seventh, the acquirement of learning 
had begun to be extended ; the ancitnts became known, 
and communicated to their readers the soimd understand- 
ing, and the lofty and daring spirit which breathes through 
their works. The light of reason thus imparted, was fatal 
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to the age of chivalry, — when the nobility performed piU 
grimages in countries which could 'never be found in the 
map; and amused themselves by defying persons unknown 
to them, to single combat for ladies whom they had 
never seen.” The forests of Wales alone remained im- 
pervious to the spirit of the age; and were still go- 
verned b}^ barons,* who, surrounded by marksmen, and 
on their guard day and night against enemies, bestowed* 
estates on such of the»r soldiers as distinguished themselves 
by their valour; in order, to use the expression of Wynne, 
“ to determine, by the prowess of these men, whether 
they or their neighbours should be the first to salute.” But 
even here, English and Latin were taught at Conway; and 
at Caernarvon, the commencement of civilization was 
discernible in the manners of the people. In England, the 
study of the ancients soon began to produce a perceptible 
effect on the acquisition of science, and even on the man- 
ner of conducting business. 

This change was effected by men of the common class; 
for the restorers of learning were more frequently oppressed 
than rewarded. One man was observed prosecuting, his 
studies by the side of a river, and catching the pieces of 
wood that occasionally floated down its current, in order 
to provide himself with fuel for the winter ; another em- 
ployed his nights in making shoes, that he might be at 
liberty to study during the day. The love of independence, 
which usually accompanies genius, induced Erasmus to 
gain his livelihood by correcting books, at the time when 
Charles the Fifth and Henry the Eiglith were eagerly in- 
viting him to come to their courts. Grocyn, the first pro- 
fessor of Greek at Oxford, received no salary ; for a man 
who understood that language, was suspected of an incli- 
nation to heresy. T*wenty grammar schools were however 
opened in a short time; and Thomas More read lectures 
before an assembly of the most Respectable citizens of 
London, on Augustine^s excellent work of the city of God. 
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More himself, in his boldness before a haughty and all- 
pow^'ful minister, in his immovable attachment to convic- 
tions which were disagreeable to the king, and in the 
equanimity with which he conducted himself on the scaf- 
fold, displayed a spirit worthy of the ancients. The liber- 
ality of bis mind still survives in his Utopia; although that 
work proves that he was more capable of transporting him- 
self into former ages, than of transfen ing the s[)irit of the 
ancient philosophy to bis own times. These restorers of 
literature prepared the way for the reformation : they were 
not themselves its authors^ for the external forms of the 
catholic religion wore more resemblance to the customs of 
the Greeks and Romans ; but they put the human mind in 
motion, and the consequence was, that every thing was sub- 
jected to examination ; which was to be conducted in the 
sixteenth century, according to the history of the church ; 
in the seventeenth, accorckng to.the new philosophy ; and 
since the time of/Bayle, according to the dictates of sober 
reason. ^ 

Henry the Eighth was displeased with the pope, who 

refqsed to give his sanction to the divorce between the king 

and his wife, the sister of Charles the Fifth : in the fury of 

his passion, he availed himself of the ideas rendered 

current by the reformation ; declared himself visible head 

, ^ of the church of his kin£:dom ; and by this 

A.D. 15J4. ^ 5 J 

measure, destroyed in a moment, the autho- 
rity of the canonical rights of Rome. But when Henry 
ventured arbitrarily to impose the limits to the right of 
investigation, which the reformation necessarily pre-sup- 
posed, he involved all parties in equal condemnation; and 
several times altered his creed, as his passions prompted. 

. ^ Under his son Edward, the principles of 

A. D. 1547. . r ^ ^ 

the reformer of Geneva were introduced wi(h 

barbarous fury : the monastic libraries were destroyed; the 
universities were abandoned; whole sbip^^loads of manu- 
scripts were sold to Flemish dealers, and others were cou* 
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sumed in cleaning plate and other" domestic uses. The 
revolution under this prince, was tire effect of passion long 
restrained and rendered furious by opposition. 

After the premature decease of this prince, 

* his sister and successor Mary, prohibited all the 
innovations which had been introduced during the nineteen 
years preceding: she sent a legation in testimony of her 
obedience, to the pope; maintained- the authority of Rome 
with fire and sword, and married the cathdlic king Philip 
the Second. This connection appeared finally to turn on 
the side of Spain the balance •of power, which England 
had during forty years maintained between Charles and 
Francis. Henry the Second, although he had the good 
fortune to recover Calais from the English, the last prize 
of the victories of their Edwards, was compelled to enter 
into a treaty of peace with Philip. 

During this century, the French endeavoured to form 
connections with Scotland, in order to give the kings of 
England employment in their own island : but the formejr 
kingdom was never an equal match in power for the latter ; 
and it was besides so disturbed by internal dissensions, that 
most of the kings of the house of Stuart had fallen by an 
untimely death. Under such a state of affairs, it was 
scarcely to be expected that Mary, either during her long 
^ minority or her reign devoted to levity and licentious in- 
trigues, could give energy to the sceptre of her fathers. 

Henry the Eighth, when he declared all the British 
states an individual empire, had raised Ireland at the same 
time to the rank of a kingdom. That country, even in 
those times, frequently refused to submit to the regulations 
of the English parliament, which were foreign to its man- 
ners and often hostile to its intei'ests: and at length, under 
the vice-royalty of SiV Edward Poynings, the government 
of England was obliged to declare Ireland exempt from all 
taxes except thofc ‘imposed by the Irisli parliament; and to 
VOL*, tu, r. 
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acknowledge the legislative authority of that body, vrlth 
respect to all acts pass^ by them, with the consent of the 
king in council 


SECTION XIV. 

SCANOINAVIA. 

The long-continued struggle between Denmark and 
Sweden was decided against the house of Oldenburg, in 
consequence of a stroke of policy by means of which 
Christian the Second hop^jd to reduce the latter kingdom 
for ever to a state of subjection. He had caused all those 
A D 152 were obnoxious to him as defend- 

ers of the rights of Sweden, to be executed, 
contrary to all the principles of faith and justice ; and at 
the same time oppressed both kingdoms with unlawful 
imposts. , 

« Under these circumstances, Gustavus Vasa, 
. 1521 . ^ jgafigj. possessed the power of imparting 
to the people his heroic spirit, ami whose views were so 
ju^t as to lead him to undertake no more than what was 
capable of being carried into execution, raised his arm for 
the deliverance of Sweden. He first communicated his 
own enthusiasm to, the intrepid and hardy miners of Dale- 
carlia ; and setting out at their head from the vallies of He- 
demora, appeared before the walls of the capital. 

'Hie tyrannical monarch, a brother-in-law 
4 .D. 1523 . Fifth, was deposed by his sub- 

jects of both countries, and lived six and thirty years in po- 
verty and imprisonment : and while Denmark was rendered 
happy by the wisdom and mild government of his uncle, 
Frederick the First, and his son and successor Christian 
the Third, Sweden recovered its independence, and CdU- 
tinued for nearly forty years to venerate the beneficent 
virtues and mature wisdom of Gustavus. 

The whole of Scandinavia adopted the creed of Luther. 
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SECTION XV. 

POL/VND, PRUSSIA, AND COURLAND. 

Poland, under both the Sigismiinds, was well governed 
and enjoyed an age of prosperity. 

Albert of Brandenburg, the grand-master of the Ten- . 
tonic knights in Prussia, sacrificed the duties of his order to 

. ^ the advanta<re of his femily: he declared him- 

AD. 1525. ^ ^ 

self of the Lutheran persuasion, married the 

daughter of Frederick king of •Denmark, and accepted the 

hereditary dukedom of Prussia as a fief from Poland. He 

relinquished for a sum of money the feudal lordship of 

Livonia, which had belonged to the former grand- masters 

ever since the coalition of the orders of knights of the 

cross and sword-bearers. 

By this arrangement, AValteV von Plettenberg became 
independent military lord in the countries 4)f Livonia and 
Esthonia, which last had been transferred a hundred and 
eighty years before by a Danish king, to Burkard of the 
three lions. Walter was raised to the rank of a prfnce 
of the German empire : but in the lime of Gotthard Kelt- 
ler, the Russian czar Ivan Vasilievitsch, under the pre- 
tence of hereditary right, but in reality with the view of 
approaching nearer to the more cultivated parts of Europe 

A meahs of the harbours of the Baltic, in- 

A.D. 1560. j j . . . 

vaded Livonia with the fury of a barbarian 
chieftain. In the universal terror, the people of Esthonia 
placed themselves under the protection of Sweden ; and the 
military lord transferred his rights to the king of Poland. 
The latter followed the example of Albert of Prussia : he 
embraced the Lutheran creed, married a princess 'of the 
house of MecklenbuVgh, and accepted Courland and Sem- 

A.D 1561 nmk of hereditary duke^ as a 

fief from Poland. His* family retained this 
acquisitiim a hundred and fifty years. 

E 2 
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SECTION XVI. 

RUSSIA. 

Ivan, the czar whom we have had occasion to mention 
in the last section, had the same sentiment respecting the 
^necessity of a reformation in his dominions, the same 
V energy and enthusiasm, as Peter the Great; but, owing to 
the rude state of the f^e in which he lived, he remained 
nevertheless a barbarian. He was the terror of his subjects, 
because he l>elieved it indispensably necessary to exact from 
them implicit obedience. He conquered the great Tartaric 
countries of Casan and Astracan, and united them per- 
manently to his dominions. 

The Nomadic tribes of Baschkiria soon betook themselves 
to his powerful protection. He received the produce of 
their hunting excursions, and provided tliem in return with 
salt; for he tratfed in commodities of almost every kind. 
In order to facilitate the protection of these tribes, as well 
as to ensure their subjection, Jie restored the ancient Nogay 
re^dence of Ufa, which secured him the possession of a 
district extremely fertile, consisting of forests and mea- 
dows, and watered by rivers abounding in fish. 

Ivan endeavoured, by all the means lie could imagine, 
to gain the attachment of the hordes: he enticed the Vot- 
jaks with cheap brandy ; he allowed Christianity to be 
taught, but not to be forced on the natives; and while 
civilized Europe was engaged in wars on account of religion, 
toleration reigned in the dominions of the czar. 

During his reign the Danes and Prussians began to 
divide the Lapponian territory on the shores of the North- 
ern sea. None but seamen from Bergen and Drontheim 
iiad visit(*d these inhospitable coasts,* -and their proceedings 
were unknown to the rest of Europe, until chance conducted 
thither some ships fixmi Antwerp; and ’now the zeal of the 
monks w as aroused to convey to the Laplanders the consol- 
ations of religion. Kuriles and Russians came afterwards 
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into the country ; the districts became more and more 
papulous, and commerce extended itself, chiefly owing to 
the impulse communicated to it by Simon von Saliiigen. 
Even in this ' icy desert, contests arose relating to the 
boundaries ; and on the three hingi day, at Kola, the Nor- 
wegians of Wardoehuus still protest against the occupation 
of the country by the Russians. , 

Gustavus Vasa avoided the haughty czar, who refused to 
give audience to his ambassadors {fnd referred them to the 
governor of Novogorod. The same chief had replied to a 
request made by the king of ©enmark for his mediation, 
that he could not comprehend how any man could pro- 
pose that a czar, descended from the emperor Augustus, 
should enter into relations of any sort with a Swede, who 
was only an elective king.’' In his transactions with Den- 
mark he acted also in the most arbitrary manner. To the 
commerce with the English he*shewed the greatest favour: 
Richard Chancellor and Sir Hugh WHl^^ughby, having 
in his reign undertaken a voyage of discovery to the north 
coast, discovered the harbour of Archangel. 

Jerniak Timofeev having found a pass through •the 
Verchoturian mountains toward Siberia, soon subdued 
Kutschum Clian, and presented Ivan with a kingdom as 
extensive as that which he received from his ancestors. 
From this time the dominion of the Russians extended 
itself continually towards the east, until, under Peter the 
Great, the extremity of the continent of Asia was explored. 
Deparcing, still later, from that boundary, they discovered 
the Aleutian, Fox, and Kurilian islands, the extensive 
promontory of Alaska, the great island Kadjuk, and the 
western shores of America. Tlie boundaries of this im- 
mense empire, on the sides of China and Sweden, were 
defined by treaties/ * 

Tribes of Finns inhabited the districts in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital, Tobolsk ; Nogay Tartars dwelt in the 
desert regions of the copper mines, and beyond them the 

E 3 
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warlike, independent, and enterprising Kirgises. Around 
the lake of Aral the Karakalpaks contributed by their 
agriculture to the power of the Kiigisian shepherds; Mon- 
goles and Tunguscs, the brethren of the Mandshurs who 
reign in China; and Samoiedes, the descendants of the 
aborigines, who by the effect of their situation and an- 
cient barbarism, are sunk into the deepest corruption of 
manners. 

Such was the vast extent of power which Russia attained 
under Ivan Vasilievitscb, although science had disappeared 
in consequence of domestiefwars, and through the subjec- 
tion of the country to the Tartars, So great was the igno- 
rance that prevailed, that when Christian the Third of 
Denmark presented the czar with a clock, that prince re- 
fused to receive it, and returned answer, that such a piece 
of enchantment was not fit for a Christian king who be- 
lieved in one God, and whb was resolved to have nothing 
to do with the planets.” 

Moscow, the capital, was fourteen miles in circumference, 
and was surrounded by three walls, with battlements of dif- 
ferent colours. The fortress called the Kremlin, which was 
the residence of the czar, the patriarch, and the chief digr 
nitaries of the clergy, was fortified by strong towers and 
by walls of enormous thickness. Five and thirty churches, 
covered with gilt or silvered metallic plates, presented a 
glittering spectacle to all the country within view of the 
city; and in the tower of Ivan Veliki was a bell of pro- 
digious dimensions, which was rung for the amusement of 
the mighty potentate. At the end of the great place was 
the temple of Jerusalem. The Russians trembled before 
the boundless authority of their monarch ; and the west of 
Europe indistinctly perceived his fearful power. 
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SECTION xvn. 

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AN0 THE NORTH OP AFRICA. 

The |iigh and mighty Solyman, the conqueror of half 
Hungary, whom thirteen battles had rendered the terror of 
Germany, who waS‘ the confederate of Francis the First, 
and who now filled the throne of the Ottoman padishas,* 
endeavoured, like the czar, to rais§ his people from their 
state of barbarism by a better regulated plan of govern- 
ment; and with that view, modelled the court in a more 
splendid manner, and organized the divan. But he sacri- 
ficed Mustapha, Bajessid, and four others of his sons, to- 
getlier with fifty thousand of their adherents, to his suspi- 
cions : this act gave occasion to the custom of keeping the 
successor to the throne shut up among women and eunuch/s ; 
and from this epoch the, degeneracy of the family may be 
dated. •. 

During his reign, and under his protelition, arose the 
African republics, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. Aruk Bar- 
barossa, the son of a potter of Lesbos, whose lofty mind 
was capable of the boldest plans, with the assistance of a 
number of young men who were devoted to him, delivered 
Algiers from the Spaniards. His companions in arms ele- 
vated him to the supreme command ; and he, like a true 
tyrant, caused all those persons to be put to death who 
might have endangered the security of his new power ; this 
gave rioc to a conspiracy, by which the Spaniards were in- 
vited to return ; but their vessels foundered within view of 
the city. Aruk, with only a thousand men, afterwards 
overthrew the ruling dynasty of Abu Hafs at Tunis ; and 
he was engaged in the taking of Telemsan when he heard 
of the preparations of the king of Spain : he marched to 
meet his enemy like a hero, and fell on the 

A.D. 1517. 

The soldiers chose his brother Sher^din to succeed 
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him ; who concluded a defensive alliance with the sultan^ 
received from Constantirtople some troops of janissaries and 
ships, and fortified Algiers. Francois de la .Garde shortly 
after ttiade him an offer of the friendship of Francis the 
First, which he accepted ; and in conjunction with the 
admifal Enghien, he assisted the most Christian king to 
plunder the coasts of his Catholic majesty, especially those 
of Naples. 

About the same period died Mohammed, who had re- 
established the authority of the dynasty of Abu Hafs at 
Tunis. Hassan, who was •his favourite among four and 
thirty sons and whom he had declared his successor, in 
order to secure his father from the irresolution incident to 
old age, had poisoned him immediately after the execution 
of the testament, and afterwards murdered his brothers. 
One of them, however, named Raschid, escaped to Algiers, 
and was sent to Solyman ; Vho espoused his quarrel, and 
equipped a fleet of two hundred and fifty vessels in order 
to place him on the throne of his ancestors. After the 
capture of Tunis, Tripoli was taken from Don Pedro de 
Nawarra by Shereddin Barbarossa. 

Hassan, the murderer of his father and brothers, fled 
to Charles the Fifth, who resolved to embrace this pre- 
tence for taking possession of the coast, and sent over a 
Spanish army in a fleet of five hundred vessels. Sinan lay 
in the Goletta with six thousand men, and Shereddin him- 
self was posted under the artillery of Tunis with fifty 
thousand. The Spanish army was inspired with the an- 
cient enthusiasm of the knights of the cross; their fire 
stormed the fortress, and even Shereddin was obliged to 
give way. At ibis moment ten thousand Christian slaves 
burst their fetters and made themselves masters of the 
citadel of Tunis. This day cost the lives of thirty thou- 
sand of the people of Tunis. Shereddin retreated into the 
interior of the country, and the Spaniards plundered the 
seal of the power of the Abuhafidae. Hassan was ‘ put in 
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possession of the country : he gave up the harbour to the 
emperor, and Tripoli was placed under the direction df the 
knights of St. John. 

These occurrences only served to inflame the rage of 
Shereddin against the coasts of Italy. Charles’s fleet was 
destroyed by a violent tempest; and the knights of St. John 
were soon driven from Tripoli. 

We shall see, in the following Book, how the power of 
the Sheriffs was established at this |)eriod in Morocco. 


SECTION XVIII. 

CONCLUSION OF THE AGE OF CHARLES THE FIFTH. 

Charles reckoned among his dominions the greater part 
of the most fertile provinces, and of the most warlike na- 
tions of Europe; he waS sole ’master <jf the treasures of 
America : and the power of his fortunate’ |on was now so 
much augmented by his marriage with Mary, queen of Eng- 
land, that France was obliged to seek alliances against him 
in Sweden, at Constantinople, and among the protestbnts 
of Germany. 

Russia was emerging from its barbarism ; and the Otto- 
man empire had long been the terror of the civilized world. 
Either of these powers, should their energy be increased by 
improved laws and customs, might shake the system of 
European society to its foundations. 

The revolution ultimately effected in commerce and in 
the relations of political power by the gold mines of Peru, 
was in progress, but was not yet developed. The human 
mind, more adventurous and enlightened than in former 
ages, but too much occupied by controversies which it is 
not possible to decide, was in commotion. Great alter- 
ations bad taken place since the time of Lewis the Eleventh, 
and. still greater changes were to be expected; for every 



58 


UNlVEaSAL HISTORY. 


thing was out of proportion, and the rulers of the great 
states of Europe were more formidable from the extent of 
their dominions, than from their ability to anipiate and 
govern them, or to avail themselves of their resources. 
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BOOK XX. 

THE AGE OF PHILIP THE SECOND. A. D. 1556 1598. 

SECTION 1. 

PHILIP THE SECOND. 

P HiLip the Second, tho only legitimate son of Charles the 
Fifth, was about twenty-nine ^ears old when he succeeded 
to the inheritance of the sovereignty of Spain, Naples, 
Milan, Sicily, Upper Burgundy, all the Netherlands, 
Mexico, and Peru : and he had already obtained the 
crowns of England and Ireland by his marriage with Mary* 
His father was still living when his general, Emanuel Phili- 
bert of Savoy, obtained tlie memorable victory at St. Quentin 
over the constable Montmorency, of which ^he late emperor 
said, that it opened to his son the way to Paris. His uncle 
Ferdinand was emperor, king of Bohemia and Hung&ry, 
and prince of the hereditary dominions of Austria. Olathe 
nations subject to the house of Austria, some were martial 
in their temper and now accustomed to military discipline ; 
others acute, enterprising, and successful in the pcacefel 
arts. The silver mines of Potosi were becoming contiim- 
ally more productive : two of the most distinguished com- 
manders, Don Juan of Austria, his natural brother, and 
Alessandro Farnese, the son of his illegitimate sister, weire 
both in his service, and devoid of all pretensions to his crowns. 
The inhabitants of the South were completely reduced to 
obedience, though they had not yet been so long inured to 
despotism as to have lost their energy of character ; and the 
Flemings, who had been warmly attached to his father, 
were well inclined to support their present master. 

No other prince" was powerful enough to venture on dis- 
puting the pre-eminence of Philip. His nephew Don 
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Sebastian, king of Portugal, was a child : in France, the 
death of Henry the Second was succeeded by the feeble 
administration of Francis the Second, and by the long 
minority of Charles the Ninth : in Sweden, the turbulent 
reign of the unfortunate Erich the Foiii tecnth had followed 
the decease of Gustavus Vasa : in Poland, the extinction of 
•the dynasty of Jagello was the signal for the most destructive 
commotions ; and the sultans of Turkey kept themselves 
shut up in their seraglio* Among the republics, Genoa was 
in the interest of Spain; Venice in fear of her power; and 
the catholic part of Switzerfand in alliance with her against 
the protestant districts. The pope was often obliged, 
against his inclination, to support the Catholic king ; be- 
cause the latter had token upon himself the office of defender 
of the faith. 

With all these advantages Philip united a reflecting 
mind, systematic jorinciples in politics, a keen and steady 
attention to all yach events as might happen in any country to 
favour his interests, great perseverance, admirable firmness 
under adverse occurrences, and an appearance of devotion 
caldulated to make a strong impression on the people, to- 
gether with that stately reserve which the multitude mistakes 
for dignity. Notwithstanding this severity of deportment, 
his manners were affable and gracious, when he chose to 
assume that character. He suffered nothing to stand in the 
way of his undertakings : he regarded religion and crime 
as two instruments, of which he equally availed himself 
without hesitation, according as either was suitable to his 
purposes ; for he seemed to think that the performance of 
certain exteMbr rites of devotion, and a strict adherence in 
religious opinions to the keys of Rome, gave him unbounded 
licence in all other respects. 

The natural gloom of his disposition extended its influ- 
ence over his violent passions, with which ,he combined a 
host of political prejudices ; for his inclinations were still 
more despotic than his principles. He thought only of sa- 
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crificing every thing to his interest ; but never imagined 
that his real interest could consist la the happiness of his 
subjects, and in the confidence and esteem of the neigh- 
bouring states. The only art of government which he em- 
ployed, was to terrify and abase all those to whom birth or 
wealth, or talent, had given any degree of independent 
greatness ; and however decided his superiority, he could 
condescend to employ the meanest instruments, in order to 
compass every object : united to a* character such as this, 
which diffused universal suspicion and disquietude, his poli- 
tical principles were a real misfortune; for they only served 
to render him more persevering in pernicious undertakings. 

Pliilip has been compared, with Justice, to Tiberius. 
Both these tyrants attempted and accomplished the abase- 
ment of the character of their people ; both were equally 
dreaded by their own families and by their subjects ; both 
full of the deepest dissimulatiorf, cowardly, severe towards 
others, and licentious in their own habits*: but the tyranny 
of Philip was uniformly more Insidious ; wtiereas Tiberius, 
at last, entirely discarded the mask. They were both men 
of weak minds : their souls were not sufficiently vigorous to 
be capable of combining the sentiments of humanity with 
the possession of regal power. 

^ ^ ^ ^ Mary queen of England died shortly after 
Philip’s accession to his other dominions ; and 
he had rendered himself too odious to the people of that 
nation, to hope to retain his influence over them, or to gain 
the hand of Mary’s more prudent sister. His remembrance 
was inseparably connected in the .minds of the English, 
with the loss of Calais : and from the decease of Mary he 
confined himself to Spain. 

The judges of the inquisition soon began to develope the 
whole power of their horrid commission. , Carranga,, arch- 
bishop of Toledo, languished in despair eight years in the 
dungeons of Valladplid ; and if it had not been for the in- 
terference of the pope, he would have been burnt as a 
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heretic. All the advantages which the natural fertility Of 
the soil, the ancient example of Moorish industry, the re- 
storation of learning, and the native energy of their minds, 
seemed to have secured to the Spaniards, speedily disap- 
peared : the confidence of social intercourse was destroyed, 
and the pleasures of friendship were annihilated, by the 
j)estilent activity of the spies employed l^ the court and 
the inquisition. The Moors of Grenada became weary of 
the yoke and made an ihsurreetion : but the overwhelming 
power of Philip subdued their spirit, and this occurrence 
only furnished his suspiciods tyranny with new food and a 
fresh pretext. He endeavoured, in the same manner, to 
extinguish the spirit of liberty which fVom ancient times 
had distinguished the Flemings, and had rendered them so 
enterprising and opulent, but which, unquestionably, con- 
tributed to the extension of the Lutheran doctrines among 
them. He resolved to introduce* the inquisition and new 
; determiijed that there should be one mode of worship 
One Lord ; and, in the end, sacrificed his whole interest 
in that country to these fantastic schemes. 

SECTION II. 

THE NETHERLANDS. 

The ahcient masters of the Netherlands, who had by 
degrees t^fclaimed the countiy which extends from the 
mouths of the Rhine to those of the Elbe and Weser, had 
no other means of performing this undertaking, than by in- 
viting men, by the attractions of security for property and 
social order, to settle among them. It was necessary to op- 
pose the exertions of a great number of men to the inroads 
of the ocean; for the Zuydersee, the Dollar, and the sea 
of Harlaem had, by sadden irruptions within the memory 
of man, overwhelmed the insecure coasts with the waves of 
the ocean'': hence it was requisite to prdtect the rest of the 
coimtry by immense dams. But be^re such works could 
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be undertaken as the cultivation of the heaths of Drehthe 
and Overyssel, or the improvement bf the sands of Guelders, 
or the preservation of the rest of the Batavian peninsula^ 
it was necessary that the inhabitants should be assured that 
they Vrere labouring for themselves and their children. 
Hence the ancient counts of this country had governed it 
with paternal mildness, and Philip the Good with his pe-; 
cnliar prudence and benevolence. When the necessities of 
the state increased, the exemptions were diminished ; and 
the nobles, ecclesiastics, and citizens, when they became 
purchasers of lands subjected t® the taxes, were with justice 
prevented from communicating to such acquisitions their 
personal privileges, which would have had the effect of in- 
creasing the burdens of the unprivileged class. But all the 
taxes on consumption, or on the property of the inhabitants, 
were imposed with the consent of the states. 

Charles the Fifth several thnes gave these assemblies 
cause of alarm: but ancient laws and established custom 
justified his intolerance of innovators in matters of faith; 
and when he required an augmentation of the imposts, he 
grounded his demands on the pressure of the circumstances 
of the times, and gained the minds of the people by his 
flattering manners. In fact, he respected his subjects of 
the Netherlands, and promoted their interests. 

Philip was offended by the open simplicity of their man- 
ners : he was too proud to manifest any particular esteem 
for thero, and he preferred the more obedient Spaniards as 
officers. By this conduct he offended the counts Egniont 
and Horn, and the prince of Orange, and. thus provided 
leaders for the disaffected ; while all the odious and oprcs- 
sive measures, which were devised by himself and his mh 
nisters, strengthened the opposition. 

Under these circumstances, the king resolved to send the 
duke of Alva into the Netherlands, to terrify the inhabit- 
.4. ants into submission byhis atrocities. It has 

A, £), 1567« * Ilf* 

been computed, that in six years upwards of 
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eighteen t^pt^satid individuals perished by the orders of 
this commander under the hand of the executioner. But 
the ministers of kings understand courts better than nations. 
Alva knew how to calculate the number of the inhabitants, 
and the measure of their physical powers ; and what were 
these compared with the resources of his master ? But he 
had omitted in his calculation what the resolute firmness of 
w irritated people is capable of performing: he was 
thoroughly acquainted \\ith the usual character of courtiers ; 
but he was incapable of conceiving the strength of virtue 
Such as was displayed in thoi prince of Orange. 

Count William of Nassau had become prince of Orange 
by the will of his cousin Renatus, who, by his mother’s 
side, was the heir of f*hilibert the last prince of Orange, of 
the house of Chalons in Upper Burgundy. Philibert had 
fallen, during the siege of Florence, in a combat with the 
people of Pisa and Volterra, who, were hastening to the re- 
lief of the Flored^cines. William possessed, in the county 
of Burgundy, ^.he extensive estates of Chalons; and in 
Flanders, those by which the ancient house of Orange had 
beep rewarded for its services to the dukes of Burgundy : 
at the same time he was royal stadtholder in the provinces 
of Holland, Zealand, and Utrecht. He appeared, in de- 
claring himself on tlic side of the national rights, to hazard 
in every respect, more than he could hope to gain ; espe- 
cially if we consider the irresolution, the dissensions, and 
the inconsiderable resources of the multitude, and the jea- 
lousy of their leaders. 

His love of freedom, which the court might possibly 
have tamed in the beginning by the adoption of the most 
gentle measures, was shocked at the idea of . the fetters 
which he perceived the king to be preparing for the nobles, 
as well as for the citizens; and be. saw* that no regard what- 
ever was paid to the maxims of rectitude. Wjlliapi .was 
not one of those enthusiastic heroes udio jnfiame a people 
for the establishmeat of independence : he possessed ly no 
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means an impassioned character; but, on the contrary^ an 
unruffled tranquillity of mind, a cool understanding, sind a 
native perception of right, which he maintained with great 
perseverance. He exhibited the extraordinary union of the 
characteristics of a statesman, with the virtues of an ancient 
Roman; and of the simple manners of a private citizen, 
with the sound and correct judgment of a man experienced . 
in the world. 

As his only object w^as the public*good, and as he sacri- 
ficed his own interests to those of Holland, he succeeded in 
uniting the different parties in pursuit of one object ; and 
directed their measures without a title, and without their 
even perceiving the extent of his influence. By his capacity 
and his virtues he acquired their confidence; and he was 
now equally inaccessible to the temptations and to the me- 
naces of the court ; he was neither terrified with the sword 
of Alva, nor deceived by the arts of J-^udwig voU Re- 
quescn ; nor perplexed by the boldness or Jby the artifices 
of Don Juan of Austria. 

When Philip committed the task of reducing this country 
to obedience to Alexander Farnese, the best general of his 
age, William found means to frustrate both his power and 
his military talents. The prince at length succeeded, by 
AD 1579 compact concluded at Utrecht;, 

in uniting seven provinces of opposite con- 
stitutions and circumstances, in one republic: and although 
there nov existed neither a committee of the states-general, 
which had formerly been assembled, nor the privileges, 
which were afterwards attached to the office of stadtholder, 
he remained at the head of the new confederacy. The 
states assembled in great numbers; and his courage, calm- 
ness, and penetration gave him that commanding influence 
which the orators among the Greeks procured by their 
talents. 

• • 

The. constitution of the united Nrtherlands vras simply 

VOL. Ill, r 
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that of a league for mutual defence against all enemies 
whatsoever ; and as this is necessarily a lasting cause of 
union, so the confederacy was declared to be permanent : 
but as this was their only common object, the constitution 
of each separate province, town and district, remained un- 
changed, and subject only to such alterations as its inha- 
.bitants might think proper to adopt. Their exertions in 
the cause of liberty arose naturally from the circumstances 
of their country, which'owed its very existence to freedom : 
for they could neither preserve their land, nor provide for 
their own sustenance without great exertions; and great 
exertions are impossible among slaves. But even the na- 
ture of the country provided them with powerful means 
of defence ; for as their labour was necessary to its preser- 
vation, so they could at any time lay it under water. 

They paid so little attention in the beginning of their 
career, to the pl^ns of the constitution which they ulti- 
mately adopte^,’ that they did not hesitate to offer the 
highest dignity of their state to Matthias of Austria, brother 
of the emperor Rudolf, to Francis duke d’Alen^on, brotlter 
of the king of France, and to Robert earl of Leicester, 
the favourite of the queen of England. The Hollanders 
were ignorant of their own strength, and thought it an 
idle dream to imagine that they could support themselves 
by their own exertions, against the power of the Spanish 
monarchy ; and induced by this idea they committed the 
dangerous mistake of putting themselves under the protec- 
tion of the foreigners above-mentioned. Happily for them 
the archduke was not a man of enterprise, when he saw 
that he had to do with a people who were not easily terri- 
fied; the duke d’Alen^on, who was of a vehement cha- 
racter, but was destitute of fixed principles, marred his 
own projects, by manifesting too openly that be intended to 
subjugate those who had applied to him for protection and 
defence; and earl Leicester, who knew no God but in- 
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tarest, and no country but the court, was not calculated 
to acquire influence among such a people. 

Before the new republic was securely set- 
tled, the prince of Orange fell by assassina- 
tion: tliough born to great possessions he left behind 
him nothing but debts; and he had endeavoured to secure 
no other fortunes for his sons, than such as they might ac-* 
quire for ,t hem selves by their virtue and abilities. Maurice, 
his first-born, whose education hatl been conducted, ac- 
cording to the custom of our forefathers, on the model 
of the ancients, had eagerly a*dopted the Roman method 
A D 1 7 niaking war ; and when he began to com- 

mand the Hollanders, the officers who had 
grown old in service, ridiculed the learned rules which the 
young soldier wished to introduce. But Maurice, full of 
the genius of the ancients, raised his views far above the 
precepts of Basta, Melzb, and* Croce, lyie most esteemed 
teachers of the art of war in that age ; and j>egan, ki imita- 
tion of the Romans, by introducing military discipline, 
and a better method of encampment: in the attack and de- 
fence of fortified places, which was the science of which he 
stood most in need, he manifested extraordinary abilities ; 
as well as in the incessant invention of auxiliary resourceir, 
in opposition to the measures of Alexander. He had this 
one advantage over the Spaniards, that activity developed 
his. talents, and his good fortune increased his influence ; 
while the duration of the war consumed the treasure and 
the flower of the troops of Spain, and the success of Alex- 
ander excited the jealousy of Philip. This general is said 
to have fallen a sacrifice to the vexations he 

A.D. 159?. 

experienced. 

Maurice, who was, strictly so called, the first stadtholder, 
or administrator of political power in the new republic, 

^ ^ contrived to hidance relations, both with 

A.D. 15S7. 

France and Bf^fana, lio prudently, that he 
happily preserved its independence on each side ; and in 

F 2 
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the prosecution of the Spanish war, secured the favour of 
both by means of their common interests. 

SECTION III. 

FRANCE. 

While the king of Spain was exerting himself in vain 
to subdue the Hollanders, he conceived the project of sub- 
jecting the French monarchy to his power, under the name 
of his favourite daughter, Clara Eugenia. 

After the peace of Chateau Cambrcsis, the French na- 
tion was dispirited, and its resources exhausted: an insur- 
rection took place in Guienne against the collectors of the 
salt-duty ; agriculture was neglected ; and the capital, the 
citizens of which, as well as the nobility, were wholly ex- 
^pt from the land-tax, began to exert a very pernicious 
influence on the population of the provinces. The eccle- 
siastics complained of the tax of a twenty-fifth, which had 
been imposed on the bells and church plate, and the 
produce of which had been expended, by the policy of 
tlie«tate, in a war carried on in favour of the Protestants 
of Germany, against a cathohV emperor. Recourse was 
soon had to new forced loans; and iXietaille was augmented 
exactly at the time when the spirit of party, emanating 
from the court, was kindling the flames of domestic war, 
which necessarily diminished the productiveness of the 
country : this tax was quadrupled during the turbulent reign 
of Henry the Third. The court, instead of displaying 
the simple manners of the time of Lewds the Twelfth, or 
the elegant refinement of Francis the First, was the theatre 
of the most shameless vice and of unpunished crime. Ca- 
tharine de Medici, widow of Henry the Second, and mo- 
ther of Francis the Second^ Charles tHe Ninth, and Henry 
the Third, was a woman of a weak and narrow under- 
standing; but licentious enough to mak6 use indifferently of 
the mask of virtue, or the abominations of tyranny, as tliey 
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best suited her purpose. Public spirit was not yet entirely 
destroyed ; but the artifices of faction misled the opinions 
of men with regard to the real advantage of the state. 
One individual, the chancellor de THopital, whose ge^ 
nius and exalted soul deserves to be commemorated in the 
history of human Mature, employed the authority which 
this miserable age still allowed to the public voice, as ex-* 
pressed by the states-geiieraJ, for th§ purpose of introducing 
a more perfect administration of justice; and excellent laws 
were promulgated by the assenrjblies at Blois and Moulins, 
under the most debased governments. This chancellor 
was the first who openly maintained that the sale of of- 
fices was advantageous ; contrary to the opinion of Catha- 
rine, who wished that court favour should be still more 
powerful than wealth, and who, in the certainty that she 
should have been no loser by the change, would willingly 
have permitted the state to lose the revenfle it derived from 
the appointment of counsellors of the parhaments. The 
abuse soon rose to such a height, that the sale of offices 
was again introduced, in a manner not without resemblance 
to the laws of the ancients. 

The divisions in the court of Francis the Second, where 
several parties were striving for superiority, gave rise to 
the conspiracy at Amboise, the object of which was tp 
break the formidable power of the dukes de Guise; and 
excited many domestic wars, of which religion was the pre- 
tence or the watch-word. The harmless and reasonable 
demand of freedom in religious matters, was contended for 
by one party, and refused by the other with increasing ea- 
gerness ; because the leader who embraced either side of the 
question, drew a multitude of people into his interest. Hence 
the princes of the house of Bourbon, and the dukes de 
Guise, princes of Lorraine, carried on, under Charles the 
Ninth and Henry tfie Third, eight religious wars, the teal 
causes 'of which were the weakness of the kings, and the 
approaching extinction of the dynasty of Valois. 

x* ^ 



270 UNIVERSAL HIsrORY, 

It. was chiefly the levity of character which disgraced 
these two kings, both of whom were possessed of some 
good qualities, that rendered them so easy to be misled by 
the influence of evil councils. Thus Charles the Ninth was 
induced to sully the annals of his country with the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew : a stroke of state policy against the 
Huguenots, which, like that of Christian the Second against 
the nobility of Sweden^ was productive of as much mis- 
chief to the court, as to those against whom it was directed ; 
for it converted that party into irreconcilable enemies, 
whose arms might liave held in equipoise the overbearing 
power of the Guises. The vigour and talent which Henry 
the Third had in some instances manifested, were lost in 
his love of pleasure: and he thought to atone for his sins 
by penitential processions, without reflecting that other 
faults which he committed in hiij kingly capacity, were the 
causes of his misfortunes. 

In this situation of affairs, Philip expended the greater 
part of the revenue, which the contests in the Netherlands 
left at his disposal, in fomenting the disturbances in France; 
but the ambition of the party leaders counteracted his de- 
signs ; for after Guise, on whom the hopes of a great part 
of the nation were fixed, had been murdered by command 
of the king against whom he was continually in rebellion, 
each of his survivors chose rather to sell himself to the 
legitimate successor, than to contribute to subject his coun- 
try to the yoke of the Spanish tyrant. 

Henry the Fourth, whose character was diametrically 
opposite, and who chose to display his indulgence for popu- 
lar prejudices in changing his religion, quickly succeeded 
in tranquillizing all parties ; and even in rendering France a 
formidable enemy to Spain, notwithstanding the civil war 
of thirty years, in which the former nation had been in- 
volved. During tl]at struggle, amidst ^ all its desolating 
effectsi the excitement produced by the agitation, of intei- 
estB so powerful aa those which had been the sources of 
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contentipn^ had imparted to the nation an energy which 
only stood in peed of a better object. 

Henry the Second had left behind hipi a debt amount- 
ing to forty-two millions ; and Henry the Third, one of 
three hundred and thirty millions: but Henry the Fourth, 
although he was obliged to incur heavy expenses in order 
to defeat or to bribe his enemies, not only discharged ali- 
the state debts, but left a considerable sum in his treasury, 
together with an army competent to the greatest under- 
takings. Sully, Henry’s minister, who displayed as much 
heroism in his struggles against court intrigues, as his 
master in his contests with the Spaniards, had in that short 
space of time, by the influence of his virtue and wisdom, 
retrieved the disordered affairs of the state : a striking ex- 
ample of what may be done for France, by the spirit of 
order, the courage and integrity of an individual. 

Philip, instead of becoming the father and umpire of 
Europe, as he would have been if he In^d employed his 
prodigious power for the prevervation of peace, rendered 
himself the object of universal detestation by his fatal am- 
bition. Henry the Fourth, who was an excellent general, 
especially in the management of infantry, was not so ex- 
tensively learned in the wliole compass of the art of war, as 
prince Maurice of Orange ; but he was superior to him in 
the power of inspiring his soldiers with the ardour of en- 
thusiasm. His benevolent and amiable character, his 
rectitude and intrepidity, gave him the victory over all the 
insidious contrivances of Philip. 


SECTION IV. 

ENGLAND. 

• • 

jy Elizabeth queen of England, the daughtei* 

of Henry the Eighth, and sister of Edward 
the ‘Sixth and of Mary, was zealously supported by her 
subjects in her opposition to all the hostile projects of the 
^ F 4 
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Spaniards against the Protestants and the Netherlands. 
The tyranny of her father, which consisted in transitory 
oppression and in single instances of barbarity, had not 
destroyed the spirit of the nation or undermined its laws. 
His arbitrary proceedings were endured, partly through 
the terror which the court of the star-chamber inspired ; 
•nd partly because the influence of the peers was so much 
diminished, the commons so much impoverished, and the 
king, enriched by the plunder of the monasteries, under so 
little pecuniary difficulty; th^t the free spirit of the English 
nation could neither controul him by open resistance nor 
by the refusal of subsidies. Elizabeth was more frequently 
under the necessity of applying to her faithful commons for 
supplies towards the prosecution of her wars against 
Philip, and these were granted without difficulty. The 
English crui^iers were remunerated by the booty which the 
galleons from Mexico and Peru afforded thtm. The 
queen was able, to accomplish all her objects, because she 
desired nothing but what was suitable to the spirit of the 
age and of the nation. 

The enterprises of the English by sea, were as de- 
structive to the power of Spain, as those of prince Maurice 
'mxd Henry the Fourth by land : and the naval power of 
the Spaniards never recovered from the blow which its 

invincible armada’^ received from the Ens- 
A. D. 1588 . ^ , 

Jish and the Dutch. 

The queen had sufficient understanding, and even learn- 
ing, to be able to distinguish, in the religious disputes of the 
age, the rational grounds of contention from those which 
had been overstrained by the spirit of party. She was a mo- 
derate protestant : she maintained, at the same time, with 
distinguished prudence, the dignity, ^which became her 
station ; and displayed in great emergencies intrepid firm- 
ness. ' . * 

Refinement fof taste and manners were cultivated as the 
incans of gaining her approbation, and the knowledge of 
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the ancients as the road to places of honour and profit* The 
military character of her age displayed something of ro- 
mantic splendour, together with a chivalrous sentiment of 
respect towards the fair sex ; and at no former period had 
England possessed a greater number of eminent statesmen, 
warriors, and men /of learning. Towards the end of this 
reign arose Bacon, the only man since the time of Aristotle,-#, 
who, surrounded with numerous and imposing errors, sur- 
veyed in one comprehensive view all that was yet known, 
and foresaw the future and more remote limits of human 
knowledge: he aroused the world to labour for the “ aug- 
mentation of science,’’ and the human mind was awakened 
from its tedious slumber. 

The militia consisted of eighty-seven thousand men, half of 
whom w ere practised in military exercises : the cavalry was 
fourteen thousand strong, of which number three thousand 
served as light horsemen; and nine thousand men were en- 
gaged in other employments in the field ajid in fortresses. 
The militia of Yorkshire, and a part of the principality of 
Wales, and some garrisons in the Marches, are not inr 
cluded in these numbers. Sir John Smith was the principal 
teacher of tactics, and Sir Robert Williams endeavoured 
to introduce the military discipline of the ancient Romans. 

The queen had thirty-three ships of the line, and her 
coasts were so well protected that they were seldom dis- 
turbed by corsairs; while those of Spain were often plun- 
dered by English commanders. Sir Francis 

A. D. 1580 . ® 

Drake made a voyage round the world ; and 

Richard Grenville discovered the country of Vingande- 
caow, which in honour of the queen was named Virginia, 
and where Raleigh and Smith founded the North Ameri- 
can colonies. 

Elizabeth’s revenue did not exceed one million sterling ; 
but the support of her people was never refused to her; and 
the* parliament consented in this reign, for the first time, to 
double the subsidies. In sudden and very pressing emer- 
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gencies, however, the queen was under the necessity of sell-» 
ing a part of the crown lands ; and her successors hence 
beoame more dependent on the will of the commons. 

The two archbishops and twenty-four bishops continued, 
even after the Reformation, to sit in the upper house ; not 
however as a distinct class, but as representatives of their 
-•baronies : they were nominated by the queen, and received 
their episcopal ordination from the hands of one archbishop 
and two bishops. The queen had also the nomination of a 
third part of the benefices^; and of these there were ten 
thousand belonging to parish churches, and about sixty 
archdeaconries. U'lie clergj'^ had no very distinguished re- 
putation ; their intellectual acquirements were not superior 
or even equal to those of the other classes : and this was far 
from being considered a misfortune by intelligent men, who 
looked on the high church as horse which was still kept 
always saddled, increadiness for the j)oj)e/’ 

The tempor^vl lords, who had scats in the upper house, 
were one manjuis, sixteen earls, two viscounts, and forty 
barons, peers of the realm. The commons were chosen, as 
in more ancient times, by counties, cities, and boroughs. 
One instance of bribery was discovered; Thomas Longe 
having given four pounds sterling to the voters of a borough 
town. 

England was in a prosperous condition : common lands 
were frequently enclosed, and a better system of manage- 
ment began to appear in agriculture and in the breeding of 
cattle ; in consequence of which, advances took place in 
the prices of wool, rents, and the wages of labour. The 
robbers were driven from the morasses of Solway, and iron 
doors and blood-hounds consequently fell into disuse, as no 
longer necessary. 

Amidst the proud and barbarous independence of Ire- 
land, Tyr O’Neale perceived the advantages^ of civilization, 
and was attracted by the graces of genius and the fine-arts. 
The natural course of affairs, accelerated by the Re- 
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formation, produced laws in the midst of the commotions 
of Scotland, the object of which was peace and prosperity. 
Queen Mary was endued with a much larger share of 
attractions than was advantageous to her, surrounded as 
she was by rude barons and pedantic preachers. 

She fled from the vengeance of her Scottish subjects; 
but her evil star led her to Elizabeth, who thought it neces-i. 

AD 1587 peace and security of England, to 

put her to death. * 

Thus, whilst the Hollanders were establishing their inde- 
pendence, and Henry the Great was restoring to France 
the enjoyment of her long lost tranquillity, an Augustan 
age was preparing itself in England. Among the powers 
of which we have as yet spoken, Spain, the most powerful, 
was the only one which fell into a state of decline ; because 
her king, the enemy of his own interests, preferred rather 
to throw the world into confusion, than (o promote the hap- 
piness of his people, by adopting a systeip of government 
founded upon liberal principles. 

SECTION V. 

PORTUGAL AND MOROCCO. 

. _ After the death of king Juan the Third, 

A.D. 1555 . , . . . , , , ^ ^ . 

the minister wished to take Don Sebastian, 

who was still in his minority, out of the hands of the 
monks ; who, he thought, were not men fit to be entrusted 
with the education of a prince : and he was the more soli- 
citous on this account, because the young king had already 
manifested an inclination to extravagant and fanatical no- 
tions. But the jcsuits gained over the cardinal Henry, 
brother to the latQ king, by means of a legation d later 
which the pope bestowed on him and which rendered .him 
more dependent on Rome. With his assistance, they car- 
ried matters so far that their enemies, and even the queen- 
dowi^r, were obliged to quit the court. They caused the 
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chairs of professors of the laws to be given to members of 
their’ body; and obtained, accordingly, the power of ex- 
pounding the laws and of modifying their temper. Sub- 
sidies had been obtained from Rome for the support of the 
naval power of Portugal ; and hence the enterprising fleet 
of that kingdom came to be dependent on the pope. Don 

_ Alessio Menezes foresaw the consequences of 

A.D. 1569. , .. , n 

these proceedings, and died of grief. * 

Wlien the king became of age, the cardinal was also 
removed. The old queen ^wishing that the king should 
many, they gave her to understand that this could not take 
place, so long as she continued to receive the income of the 
queens : upon this, she withdrew from the court ; but as the 
king shewed some signs of tenderness for his rejected grand- 
mother, the Jesuits, under pretence of showing him to the 
people, caused his attention to be diverted by travelling. 
They afterwards persuaded him to enact laws, by which 
the perfect purity of the ancient church was to be restored : 
but as this project was found to be unattainable, the only 
effect of these regulations was to augment the influence of 
the absolving confessors. The nation now began to mur- 
mur ; and in order to give it a subject on which to fix its 
attention, the jesuitv; advised the king to undertake an 
expedition against the Sheriff. 

The Sherifli whom we usually call king or emperor of 
Morocco, is sovereign of the country which reaches from 
the straits of Gibraltar and from the western coast of 
Africa into the desert beyond the mountains of Daran. 
This country is two hundred and fifty leagues in length 
from north to south, and a hundred and forty in breadth 
from east to west : it consists almost universally of fertile 
districts, and contains a number of towns which are large 
and, for that part of the world, opulent. The descendants 
of the great prophet of the Arabs are called Sheriffs. 

An individual of this family, named Muley Mehefes, 
plundered the caravans which were travelling to Mecca, 
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and was obliged by the reigning prince of Fez to take refuge 
in the mountains. The Mcrinides at that time were masters 
of the country. Many of the sheriffs took upon themselves 
the profession of saints, which consists in renouncing the 
world, in order, by the duration and intensity of their de- 
votions, to become absorbed in the fountain of the eternal 
light, and to be assimilated to the nature of God. By this ^ 
method they acquired a privilege most acceptable to the 
passions, all actions becoming to them for the future 
guiltless and indifferent. Veneration for these impostors 
induced the hereditary princes of the wandering shepherds 
of that mountainous country to pay tliem tithes; and with 
the revenue thus acquired, the sheriffs took into their pay 
a body of five hundred men, and got possession of the little 
town of Tarudant. From this time they declared them- 
selves the messengers of God, commissioned to deliver 
Magrab or the western cohntry, from its infidel possessors, 
meaning the Portuguese. * 

A trifling victory filled all Magrab with confidence: the 
saints took their course to Morocco, where the emir of the 
Merinides, seated on the throne of his fathers and sur- 
rounded by the nobles, was murdered (such, as they said, 
was the will of God) by two of their number in the face of 
the people: and Morocco swore allegiance to the sheriff 
• Hamed, who was the founder of the present dynasty. The 

A D 151^' neighbouring princes were reduced to obedi- 
ence; sheriff Mohammed conquered Fez, a 
Persian chief having brought Turkish soldiers to his assist- 
ance; Henry the Eighth of England, who concluded a 
treaty of commerce with him, relating to his sugar plant- 
ations at Tarudant, provided him with arms and ammuni- 
tion, and his coffers were filled by the united treasures of 
many conquered states. Abdallah, the son of this sheriff, 
was the prince qgainst whom Don Sebastian directed his 
armament. 

Tlie king of Portugal was occupied with the idea of 
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going to the I^t Indies and being there crowned emperor 
of the East, when a brother of Abdallah, who had been 
banished by the sheriff, applied to him for assistance. The 
old queen, sister of Charles the Fifth, endeavoured to 
counteract the design of an African campaign ; but she was 
unable to prevent it, and soon died from the effect of vex- 
ation. Meanwhile the king, full of zeal but utterly desti- 
tute of military knowledge, sailed to Africa. Sheriff* Ab- 
dallah, although eighty years of age and in a dying state, 
arranged the order of battle: but he did not live to witness 
the victory which his troops obtained; for during the heat 
of the engagement, and while*, with closing eyes, he laid 
his finger on his lips as a signal that his death must be 
AD 157 the vital spark escaped. Sebastian 

disappeared, and probably fell in the action ; 
yet many were for a long time of opinion, that he had been 
made prisoner inconsequence of having lost his way, and 
that he was lijing in the condition of a slave, in distant 
countries. 

The king’s great uncle cardinal Henry, one of the sons 
of* Emanuel, upon the news of this disaster assumed the 
crown : he was the only remaining male descendant of 
Emanuel, except Auton prior at Crato, an illegitimate son 
of the duke of Beja. Don Edward, another of Emanuel’s 
sons, had left two daughters ; the eldest of whom, Maria, 
was married to the illustrious Alexander Farnese duke of 
Parma ; but her pretensions were opposed by a fundamental 
law of Lamego, by which she was excluded, as being a 
foreigner, from the succession : the second, Catharine, had 
married the duke of Braganza, and the title to the throne 
was legally hers. The old king was conscious of her rights, 
and intended to declare her his successor : but Don Juan 
Mascarenhas betrayed this circumstance to the Spanish 
ambassador. The wife of Cliarles the Fifth, and mother of 
Philip the Second, Was a daughter of king Emanu^ : she 
was excluded from the right of succession as a foreigner, 

lO 
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but her son aspired to the throne ; and on the day when the 
pious and peaceable old man intended to declare his succes- 
sor, the Jesuits so terrified him with superstitious prognostics 
and with the power of Philip, that he died at 
last without having made any decision. 

The duke of Braganza was a nobleman of peaceable dis- 
positions and contracted views; and the confusion in which, 
the affairs of France were involved, the hitherto trifling 
power of Holland, and the disinefluation of Queen Eliza- 
beth to ibreign wars, cut oft* all the sources of his hopes. 
The stratagems anti the arms oV the duke of Alva rendered 
Philip master of Portugal : the nobles were gained over, 
the people terrified, and enterprising individuals put to 
death under various pretences. A small number of troops 
was sufficient to secure the government against the attempts 
of the prior of Crato, which were few and unsuccessful: 
and Braganza was contented with the ^lignities bestowed 
upon him. 

Eight hundred and sixty-seven years after the destruction 
of the monarchy of the Visigoths, the whole peninsula was 
again united under one head : a great and happy empii^, if 
Philip had only know n the first duty of a ruler ! 

The queen-regent, grandmother of Sebastian, had esta- 
blished, in imitation of what Charles the Fifth had done in 
Spain, a council of state consisting of spiritual and tem- 
poral lords, for the assistance of the young king during his 
minority. Thisc ouncil, which had been substituted in the 
room of the former deputies of the states, was abolished 
by the new sovereign : and as it is a standing maxim of 
despotism, to divide in order to unite under its own power ; 
Philip did not choose that Portugal should possess a com- 
mon point of union in her ancient capital, and therefore 
erected at Oporto a separate jurisdiction for the northern 
provinces. 
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SECTION VI. 

TURKEY AND THE NORTH OF AFRICA. 


A. D.l 566. 


A.D. 1571. 


Selim the Second, padishaof the Ottoman 
Turks, whose harem contained two thousand 
w'omen, was induced by court intrigues and tempted by the 
generous wine of Cyprus, to declare war against theVenetians 
who were masters of thai island. Malek el Ashraf Abunaser 
Barsabai, nephew of the great Saladin, had rendered the kings 
of Cyprus tributary about the year 1226 ; and Selim, under 
pretence of some infraction of the compact which had been 
renewed by his ancestors, made himself master of the island. 

Mustapha Pasha took the capital Famagosta, 
after a vigorous defence, and caused its com« 
mander, the noble Barberigo, to be cruelly murdered. 
These events renewed the terror of Italy, and excited (he 
enthusiasm of all the Christians of the south of Europe; 
who furnished a* fleet, under the name of his holiness pope 
Pius the Fifth (Ghioillarl), the command of which was given 
to IJon Juan of Austria, the son of Charles the Fifth by 
Barbara Bloniberg. This commander, who had been edu* 
cated together with Philip’s unfortunate son and Alexander 
Farnese, w^as equal to his two companions in talent, and 
their superior in the graces of* his person, and in heroic 
courage : he was only twenty-six years of age when, as ad- 
miral of the Christian fleet, he gave battle to 
the Turks in the famous action of Eepanto ; 
in which their naval power received a shock which it did 
not recover for many years. 

Don Juan, after this victory, conquered Tunis and Vi- 
serta; and would have founded a powerful kingdom in the 
north of Africa, which would have extended to the coasts 
of the Atlantic, and over countries which were the grana^ 
ries of southern Europe, if he had not befen prevented by 
the jealousy of Philip. After his removal, Serbellone, *com- 
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mandant of the citadel of Tunis, was left destitute of suc- 
cour, and was therefore obliged to surrender the fortress 
to Sinari, the captain pasha, who sent the prince, a de- 
scendant of the Abuhaffidae, who had been governor of the 
jilace under the protection of Spain, in chains to Constan- 
tinople. Don Juan never came again into this country: 
he was appointed governor of the Belgic provinces ; and 
after undergoing innumerable vexations, by 
which his constitution was weakened, he died, 
not without suspicion of having taken poison. 
The duke of Parma quitted the world in a 
similar manner: and Don Carlos, infant of 
Spain, had already been executed by order 


A. D. 1576\ 


A.D. 1599. 


A.D. 1558. 


of his father. 

The Turks, notwithstanding their defeat at Lepanto, 
still retained possession of the kingdom of Cyprus; but 
from that time they made no considerable conquests during 
sixty years. Morad, Mchnied, and Achm^, the succes- 
sors of Selim, abandoned themselves to voluptuousness, and 
forgot both friends and enemies. Ibrahim Pasha, grand 
visier of the Third Mohammed, or Mehmed, procured the 
abolition of the offices of the six visiers who had seats in 
the divan ; and the padlsha, contented with having put to 
death his nineteen brothers, whose bodies were thrown into 
•the sea, left the management of all business to his minister, 
and reseiwed nothing for himself but the enjoyments of his 
seraglio. 


SECTION VIL 

SITUATION OF ITALY, 

In Italy, Milan, Naples, and Sicily were subject to 
Spain. The Yoluptuous reign of pope Julius the Third 
was followed bj .the haughty government of Caraffa, or 
Paul die Fourth, who was succeeded by Pius the Fourth or 
Medighiuo, and Pius the Fifth or Ghisilieri, distinguished 
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for their holy zeal. Buoncompagni, or Gregory the 
Thirteenth, reigned next, whose piety and good intentions 
inspired veneratk)n; and afterwards Montalto, who took 
the name of Sixtus the Fifth. The measures of this pontiff 
were directed by the wise and steady policy of a great 
statesman : he did not neglect his duties on account of the 
power of the church : he established a system of police in 
Rome, which had hitherto been the scone of the excesses 
of powerful nobles, anti he accumulated a treasure for fu- 
ture emergencies; he was well aware of the hypocrisy of 
Philip, and was secretly tTie enemy of his policy. Aldo- 
brandini, Pope Clement the Eighth, found it indispensably 
necessary to adopt the severity of his predecessor as the 
rule of his conduct, on account of the licentiousness of the 
nobles, who, under the long reign of the mild Buoncom- 
pagni, had entirely thrown off the restraints of social order. 

The ruling dypasty of Este, ar Ferrara and Modena, be^ 
came extinct : ^Caiisar 5 the descendant of an unequal mar- 

A ^ J'iage, became duke of Modena, and the pope 

A. D. 1597. , 1 * , -r ^ ‘ 

Aldobrandini took Ferrara from tlie family. 

*Cosmo the first grand duke of Tuscany, whom we have 
compared with Augustus, had also a melancholy "resem- 
blance to the fate of that emperor in his domestic misfor- 
tunes: a duke of Ferrara poisoned Lucretia his wife, a 
daughter of the grand duke ; Orsini, a prince, found some 
cause for putting to death Isabella, the sister of the former : 
the cardinal John de Medici was murdered by his brother 
Garcia in consequence of a hunting quarrel ,* Cosmo, the 
father of both the young men, killed Garcia with his own 
hand ; their wretched mother died of grief: and the grand 
duke caused his eldest daughter to be poisoned, on account 
of an unbecoming attachment. 


A.d. 1576—1587 Fjfancisthe Second, grand duke, met 
his fate in the following extraordinary 
manner : PeSro Buona venturi, a youn^ Florentine, who was 
learning commerce at Venice, resided near the palace pl 
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the family of Capello : an intrigue took place between him 
and Bianca, the daughter of that senator; and the lady 
becoming pregnant, the lovers retired into Pedro’s native 
country, where they lived in poverty. On some festive oc- 
casion, the beauty of Bianca attracted the attention of the 
grand duke; and his confidant, Mondragone, procured 
him an opportunity of meeting her in his hoUse. From 
this time Buonaventuri became opulent, and was advanced 
to important offices. He abused the favour which he had 
obtained, in oppressing the brotljcrs of a widow of whom he 
had become enamoured ; and the duke reproaching him with 
this misconduct, was threatened by him: the prince now 
permitted the brotlicrs whom Pedro had injured to revenge 
themselves; and this they elFected by murdering him. The 
grand duchess, a daughter of the emperor Ferdinand, was 
deceased; and Francis now marped Bianca, who was ac- 
knowledged by the citizens of Venice as a' daughter of the 
republic. Bianca, who had conceived an enmity against 
cardinal Ferdinand her brother-in-law, attempted, some 
time afterwards, to poison him at an entertainment ; but 
the cardinal, perhaps warned of his danger, refused to eat 
of the suspected dish : the grand duke, who was ignorant 
of the affair, in order to convince him that his suspicions 
were groundless, ate of it ; and Bianca, who saw that she 
was lost, partook also in despair, and died with lier 
husband. 


A.D. 1587— 1609. 


The cardinal, who now became grand 
duke and patriarch of the family, was a 
prince of such distinguished wisdom in the management of 
state afiairs, that many of his principles became fundamental 
maxims in tlie policy of more powerful courts. But in 
private life he abandoned himself^ without reserve, to vo- 
luptuousness of all kinds. Florence followed his example ; 
and the ancient constitution was forgotten in the enjoyment 
of senshal pleasures ; even industry began to decline ; for the 
manufateture of cloth produced, under the reign of Cosmo 
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the Second) scarcely an eighth part of the sum which it had 
yielded in .the latter years of the first grand duke ,* and mo- 
nopolies, and the privileges of corporations, contributed 
greatly to arrest the progress of the prosperity of the state. 
Florence, however, still continued the most refined, the 
most beautiful, and one of the most opnlent of cities. 

' The house of Savoy was in unceasing activity. When 
Emanuel Philibert, in consequence of the treaties of Chateau 
Cambresis and Noyon, had entered into possession of his 
territories, he found not more than nine hundred thousand 
subjects : his clear revenue amounted to only two hundred 
thousand scudi : the barons, who were in number about ten 
thousand, exerted privileges which were in part usurped; 
and which it is at all times extremely difficult to reconcile 
with a good system of administration. The duke was pos- 
sessed of military talents; but his good sense convinced 
him, that the fir«t and most important object of his atten- 
tion must necessarily be the establishment of order, and of 
a new and firm foundation for the future welfare of the 
state. He raised a militia of twelve thousand men, whom 
he* encouraged by privileges, and whose number he in- 
creased threefold before his decease ; he founded the citadel 
at Turin, and fortiflted Montmelian in Savoy, and Vercellc 
in Italy; quadrupled the revenue, and encouraged the 
cultivation of the olive, and the manufocture of silk. He 
purchased from the family ofDoria the dominion of Oneglia, 
most advantageously situated in the midst of the Genoese 
territory: and so confirmed his authority by means of his 
excellent administration and prudent measures, as to pre- 
vent the meeting of the states-general, and thus to bring 
those assemblies into disuse. 

. - ^ His son Charles Emanuel possessed 

A. D. , 1 * * 

the eminent talents or a great prince ; 

and in cases of emergency, the capacity 59 necessary in bis 

lituatioD, of accommodating himself to all occurrences, 

and of availing himself of all the resources within h» 
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power : he displayed great presence of mind, courage and 
dexterity in the management of affairs ; but he neither ac- 
quired nor deserved confidence, because his desire of ag- 
grandizement induced him to forget his promises, whenever 
circumstances rendered it serviceable to his interests. He 
exchanged Saluzzo, though it was important to him from 
AD 1601 situation, for Bresse and Bugey; and 
. * thereby prepared for duke Victor Amadeus, 
A. D. 1631. the acquisition of a part of Montserrat. 

SECTION VIII. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Though the pensioners of Philip excited suspicions and 
misunderstandings among the confederate states of Switzer- 
land, yet the connection of this country with France be- 
came more intimate. Under Charles the*Ninth, the court 
owed the preservation of its honour and safety at the re- 
treat of Meaux, to colonel Pfyfler, a native of the canton 
of Lucerne ; and in this reign the first colonel-general of 
the Swiss troops in the service of France, was appointed. 
Henry the Third was often supported by the revenue as 
well as by the arms of Switzerland : and during the perils 
to which Henry the Fourth was exposed, Bern and Ge- 
•neva, by employing the troops of Charles Emanuel of 
Savoy which were destined against him, made an import- 
A D 1589 diversion in his favour; the issue of which 
would have been more honourable and more 
advantageous, if the dangerous connections, and perhaps 
the private interests, of certain leading persons of Bern, 

A D 1591 means of procuring the con- 

clusion of a treaty at Nyon, between the re- 
public and SavOy, by which Geneva was in effect sacrificed. 

AH the comnjupities of the ^German district of Bern,, 
made % representations on this subject, full of truth and. 

G 3 
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energy ; and the Schultheiss at Wattewyl, who, according 
to an established maxim* should have held his dignity for 
life, was compelled to abandon his place. There existed 
in the greater cantons a spirit of equality, and a degree of 
information respecting the affairs of government, which 
made it necessary to attend to the voice of the people in all 
, matters of importance: and as their confidence is the only 
strength of these states, nothing can contribute more to 
the attainment of that find, than their consent to the mea- 
sures of the counsellors, and a sentiment of freedom which 
could not exist, in an eqiiaf degree, under any less popular 
form of government. When the government of Zurich 

acceded, contrary to the wishes of the com- 
A.D. 1614 . . . , . , 1 

munities, to the treaty with r ranee, that 

measure was for the first time proposed to the people after 
Its conclusion. From this time forth the governments of 
Switzerland became more Inystenous, and the inequality of 
ranks more evident: the two sects were also disposed to 
make sacrifices to their religious zeal, of the most injurious 
tendency to the welfare of the state; and hence the con- 
federacy lost a great part of its external respectability and 
of its intrinsic worth. 


SECTION IX. 

THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 

Philip could expect no assistance from the German 
branch of the house of Austria, between which and the 
court of Spain, an unceasing coolness and distrust subsisted 
for sixty years. Ferdinand the First and Maximilian the 
Second, were prudent and Judicious princes; they main- 
tained toleration, and were principally anxious for the peace 
and prosperity of their people. Rudolf the Second was 
entirely devoted to study. The partition of the Russian 
territories, the mutual jealousy of the two branches of the 
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AD 1^67 Saxony, and the feebleness of that 

’ ' ’ of Brandenburg, facilitated the preservation 

of the peace of Germany. 

The electorate of Saxony was the 
A. D. 1 555 1586. i.n *1%* *4- Ci-U 

most flourishing state oi the empire. 
The sagacious Aug^ustus regulated it by wise laws, and in- 
stituted a supreme tribunal of appeals for the purpose of 
watching over these enactments; he availed himself in mat- 
ters of political economy, of the intelligence of Bernhard 
von Arnim, whose views the government of Berlin had 
been incapable of appreciating®; and divided the public 
domains by his advice. Agriculture began to flourish, and 
gave birth to commercial industry and manufactures. 

Saxony would have been a prosperous country if it had 
not been thrown into confusion by the divisions of the kin- 
dred sects of Augsburg and Geneva, which 
were driven •to the utmost pitch of exaspe- 

A D 1591 mis-named ^orm of concord. 

The minority of the elector * Christian the 
Second, was disturbed by inquisitions in search of con- 
cealed Calvinism. • 

While individual states were advancing in the career of 
improvement, the common bond of union between them, 
instead of becoming firmer, was relaxed by controversies. 
When the visitation of the supreme court of judicature 

came to the turn of the protestant states, the 
A. D. 1586. _ , - , 

necessary work was completely at a stand. 

SECTION X. 

POLAND. 

One of the last benefits which the dynasty of Jagello 
conferred on P.oland,’ was the incorporation of Lithuania 
A D 1 kingdom, which was concluded at 

* the* diet of Lublin. Th^ first prince of this 
dynasty had united these territories ; but it was a disputed 

G 4 
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point whether the highly fertile countries of Wolhyiiia, 
Podolia, and Kyow, which had been conquered from the 
czars by the former princes of Lithuania, should be con- 
sidered as belonging to that country or to Poland. Sigis- 
mund Augustus procured them to. be consdered as 
appurtenances of Red Russia, which was a province of the 
kingdom. ^ 

The spirit of the age so facilitated the progress of novel 
opinions, that the protectants soon possessed forty churches 
on the territories of the nobility : and the Arians and 
Socinians, who, in their doctrines, went beyond any of 
the protestant sects, increased in Poland to a greater 
degree than in any other country. Rukan, in the territory 
of Sendomir, became the principal seat of the Socinian 
or Unitarian societies. The incorporation of Lithuania 
could not be obtained without the consent of the nobles of 
the Protestant and Greek -churches; and in order to pro- 
cure their concurrence, the profession of faith of the latter 
was formally established, while the former were raised to 
so perfect an equality with the catholic nobility, that they 
were allowed, on tlie simple condition of remaining Chris- 
tians, to become inembers of the senate, and to be eligible 
to the highest olRcesdn the state. Thus it was owing to the 
state of political affairs that the spirit of toleration was 
legahzed in Poland; as the spirit of intolerance had been 
fostered by the circumstances of other states. 

. _ This arrancrement was soon followed by the 

A.D. 1572 . , ■ ^ 

death or the excellent king oigismund Au- 
gustus, the last descendant of the male line of Jagello. On 
this occasion the diet, consisting of one hundred and 
eighty-two country deputies, assembled, and enacted, that 
in future no king should be allowed to cause his successor to 
be elected during his own life ; and ftom tljis time forward 
the kings of Poland were chosen nearly in the following 
manner : In the plains of Wola, near^Wirsaw, the senate 
hnd the people were assembled. The forum was composed 
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of the archbishop, primate of Guesen, the archbishop of 
Lemberg, fifteen bishops, thirty-seven vayvodes, whose 
dignity was similar to that of the dukes of other countries 
in the middle ages; eighty-two castellans, who were se- 
nators in } < and deputies of the vayvodes in war; 
and ten great officers of the crown. The senate of Poland 
was not an aristocratic assembly, the members of which 
held their seats by birthright; but the great council of the 
king, who bestowed the places, aifd of the republic, to the 
honour and advantage of which its measures were to be di- 
rected. The king had the pbwer of appointing officers, 
but not of removing them; and the high chancellor and 
the treasurer were not even accountable to him. The se- 
nate assembled in a wooden house, around which, and in a 
space enclosed with a wall and ditch, the deputies were sta- 
tioned ; the nobles, or their representatives, were arranged 
at a still greater distance; * ^ 

Not only were the kings chosen, but the forms of the 
constitution were also prescribed in these assemblies: by 
their regulations the monarch was forbidden of his own au- 
thority, to make war or peace ; to conclude treaties; t<5 ap- 
point ambassadors ; to impose taxes; to make innovations 
of any sort with respect to religion or the laws ; or to alienate 
any of the hereditary possessions of the crown. He had 
the right of conferring offices, but could bestow only one 
place on .in individual, and was not allowed to revoke the 
appointment during the life of the possessor. Crown lands 
were also at his disposal, but under the same limitations as 
prevailed with respect to offices. He had the nominatiem 
of archbishops and bishops, of twelve abbots, and one prior, 
and the presentations to benefices : but in order to exempt 
him from the temptation of permitting long vacancies, and 
appropriating the revenues to his own use, he was oblige 
to make his election within six months, (otherwise the lig^t 
of appointing the •archbishops and Jbisbops revested to the 
pope,) and that of bestowing the inferior offices on the 
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bishops. The king convoked the diet, presided over its 
sittings, and gave his assent to its enactments, without 
which the latter were not valid. The judges administered 
justice in his name. The king was regarded as the foun- 
tain of all honour, and could confer the privileges of no- 
bility : but if a nobleman had occasion^ to vindicate the 
rights of his station, his appeal was made to the estates of 
the kingdom. Lastly, the monarch had the power of sum- 
moning his nobility to ‘arms, and of commanding them 
wlien assembled. 

The main design of the Pfeles was to give majesty to the 
king, authority to the senate, and freedom to the whole 
body of the nobility ; and the hitter object was pursued so 
far, that the resolutions of the diet were required to be 
unanimous. In cases of emergency, arising from the licen-. 
tiousness of a powerful nobleman, or by the capricious ex- 
ercise of the royal veto, the Remainder of the nation entered 
into a confederacy against the offender. 

In the confedm-ation which took place after the death of 
Sigismund Augustus, all the religious sects were included 
under the name of dissidents. The greater part of the 
senators, and Firley, marshal of the diet, were devoted to 
the new faith, and five thousand churches were in the pos- 
sessions of ministers of that persuasion ; but though Sza- 
franiec, a protestant, was proposed as successor to the de- 
ceased monarch under these favourable circumstances, yet 
A D 157 " votes were united in favour of Henri de 
Valois, duke of Anjou, and brother of Charles 
the Ninth ; a prince who had already signalized himself in 
France by his heroic courage. 

, ^ On the decease of his brother, Henry. 

A.D.1574. ^ ... 

quitted Poland with a degree oi precipitation 

not entirely reconcilable with propriety,* and* hastened to 

assume the government of his more brilliant but less happy 

kingdom of France. The Poles proceeded to elect in^his 
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stead Stephen Bathori, prince of Transyl- 

A.D.1575. . / . \ , 

vania, who was a wrse and valiant ruler, and 

who married Anna Jagello, the sister of the late king, in 
compliance w'ith the wish of his subjects, who were appre- 
hensive lest she should, by marriage, confer any pretext 
for a claim to the throne on a foreign family. Anna per- 
suaded lier husband to adopt the catholic faith. 

Bathori was succeeded by Sigismund Vasa the crown 
prince of Sweden, who, by his maternal line, was a de- 
scendant of Sigismund the First. 

SECTION XL 

S^VEDEN. 

The kingdom of Sweden was governed rather by the 
personal autliority of the monarch than by settled laws, 
and its external importance depended more on the charac- 
ter of its inhabitants than on the amount of its revenue. 
The income of Gustavus Vasa did not sm^ass twenty-four 
thousand marks, while his expenses frequently exceeded 
sixty thousand ; and yet he was the object of veneration not 
only to his own people but to all Europe. 

^ ^ It was owing to the absurd conduct of his 

eldest son, and the artifices of his second, that 
Eric the Fourteenth was deposed, and that John became king 
in his stead. The artifices of his wife, Catharine of Poland, 
and of the jesuits, inspired this monarch with a predilection 
for Catholicism, which had very nearly drawn upon him a 
fate similar to that of his brother : he lived, however, to 
see his son Sigismund seated on the throne of Poland. 

Sigismund had eagerly imbibed from the jesuits, by 
whom he was educated and in whose order he held the 
post of tertiapus, the same spirit of proselytism which ani- 
mated his mother : and he thought proper to manifest his 
dislQce of the Ffotestant nobility, ii\ a manner which soon 
destroyed their confidence in him. When he could prevail 
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on one of this class to become a Catholic, all the churches 
of the dissidents on his estates were shut up ; the bondsmen 
were compelled to follow the example of their superiors, 
and the free men to quit his territory : but when, on the 
other hand, a Catholic nobleman went over to the Pro- 
testant party, then the court maintained the freedom of his 
subjects as to religion. Dissident churches were forbidden 
on all the crown estates, and Protestants were excluded 
from the senate. 

The Swedes, who had scarcely known how to forgive his 
(ather^s tranquil preference f<fr Catholicism, were unable to 
endure a king who was endeavouring with imprudent zeal 
to counteract all the sentiments and habits which had been 
AD 1597 among them since the accession of 

Gustavus Vasa: they therefore deprived him 
of the kingdom, and committed the administration of affairs 
to his uncle Charles, duke 6 f Sudermania; at first under 
the title of protector and afterwards of king. 
Charles had frequently not more than a thou- 
sand dollars in his treasury ; but his prudence and suc- 
cessful adherence to the maxims of his father, sufficed to 
confirm his power. 


SECTION XII. 

DENMARK. 

Though Denmark had by no means yet forgotten that 
her kings had formerly been sovereigns of Sweden, yet few 
attempts were made towards the re-union of Scandinavia ; 
because Christian the Third was sufficiently occupied in 
abolishing the national council of the Norwegians and in 
completing the incorporation of Norway with -Denmark, in 
order to provide against the risk of another similar loss. 
This operation was rendered much more* easy to the pjous 
monarch by a measure of king John in the early part of this 
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century; who had beheaded the most powerful of the Nor- 
w'egiaii nobility, anil had by tnat means diminished the 
power of the nation. 

SECTION XIII. 

CONCLUSION. 

• 

In a4 the monarchies of Europe, that of the pope not 
excepted; and even among the Republics, a decided ten- 
dency towards the concentration of power in the hands of 
one or a few individuals, was ^rceptible in the latter end of 
this century. The cardinals were not so frequently con- 
sulted ; the republics became more aristocratical ; the mo^ 
iiarchies were unlimited, and the despotic governments less 
cautious. For as, in later ages, the manners of the court 
of Lewis the Fourteenth and the tactics of Frederick the 
Second, influenced the heighbouring states, so the system 
pursued by the domineering court of PhUip, served more 
or less as an example to his contemporary sovereigns. 
The recent and rapid increase in the quantity of the pre- 
cious metals, and the progress of the industrious arts,* also 
contributed to the same end, by producing a multitude of 
new desires, which rendered the courts more avaricious 
and the nobles more dependant. 

In this case, as in most others, the interests of humanity 
gained on one hand and lost on the other. Power had 
passed into a smaller number of hands, and obedience had 
become more uniform ; in consequence of which the pro- 
gress of cultivation was less frequently disturbed by war, 
and the arrangements of civil life, the arts and sciences, 
were pursued with less interruption : but in those countries 
in which despotism established its detested sway, public 
spirit necessarily expired : subjects were willing less fre- 
quently than free citizens, to die for their country ; or, what 
is stjll more difllciflt, to live only tbi» its good. 
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AD 1598 which the peace of Vervins was 

concluded) was the epoch of resuscitation to 
the greatness of France, and an ill-omened period to 
Russia, on account of the extinction of the dynasty of 
Rurick the Varaeger, which had reigned in that country 
during seven centuries and a half. In the same year, a 
horrible disease brought Philip the Second to the end of his 
career; during which he had lost the united Netherlands; 
had seen the power of England and of France confirmed 
under the dominion of his enemies; had laid the foundation 
of the decay of his own monarchy ; had given, though lord 
of the gold mines, the first example of a bankruptcy ; and 
in ah administration of two and forty years, had acquired 
the detestation of all his contemporaries, and, according to 
the diverse views of the different parties, the contempt or 
the curses of posterity. 
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BOOK XXL 

THE PERIOD OF THE THIRTY YEARS* WAR. — 

« A. D. 1598—1648. 

SECTION, 1. 

SITUATION OF THE HOUSE OF HABSBURG. 

# 

T[ HE seventeenth century, at its commencement, found 
Spain drained of its treasure and destitute of eminent men ; 
consequently neither in a condition to prosecute a war with 
vigour, nor likely to make great advances in the road 
of improvement, during an interval of peace. Philip the 
Third was naturally a wery \teak prinjce; and his prime 
minister, the duke of Lerma, had impressed him to such a 
degree with the necessity of unceasing suspicion, that lie 
not only held no communication with his subjects, but did 
not even venture to converse with the queen without previ- 
ously consulting the duke. The colonization of America, 
the war in the Low Countries, and the incessant enter- 
prises of his father, had produced a pernicious effect on 
A D 1610 population of Spain; and the present king 
banished two hundred thousand Moors, who 
constituted the most industrious portion of the remaining 
inhabitants. , , 

The political importance of Spain was preserved by two 
individuals ; the first of whom, Ambrose Spinola, was an 
excellent general according to the tactics of that age; and 
the other, Bedraar, a consummate negociator. Both^were 
zealous for the interests of their master, as the source of 
their own fortunes. 

The emperor Rudolf the Second, inclined to peaceful 
pursuits, was compelled by his brother the archduke Mat- 
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^ _ thias, to abdicate the crowns of Hungary 

A. D. 1608. .. . . . 

and Bohernfa. Matthias was not destitute of 

^ ^ talents; but both he and Rudolf died without 

A.D. 161L , . 

male issue. 

Ferdinand, a descendant of the first emperor of the 
same name, had been educated in Spain, and appeared to 
,be governed by this one prevailing maxim witli regard to 
his duty as a monarch, that it was necessary that his own 
creed, in matters of religion, should be the only mode ot 
faith in his dominions ; and in temporal affairs, his bound- 
less authority the only power.” There were, however, in 
the hereditary dominions of the emperor, as well as in 
Hungary and Bohemia, a great number of individuals who 
were attached to the principles of Protestantism, and zeal- 
ously devoted to the cause of ancient freedom : the mea- 
sures of the court of Spain met with impediments equally im- 
portant, arising frpin the state of ‘its finances; which were 
exhausted to such a degree, that the troops were frequently 
obliged to extort subsistence from the territory in which 
they lay : and under these circumstances, the necessity of 
unidng the interests and power of the two branches of the 
house of Habsburg became so urgent, as to extinguish the 

mutual jealousy which had now subsisted for 
A.D,1616. . ^ 

sixty years. 

Portugal was now under the power of Spain ; and saw, 
as the consequence of her subjection, the greater part of 
the discoveries and conquests of her better days fall into 
the hands of strangers. The Dutch who were forbidden, 
as rebels against the authority of Fhilip^ to purchase in 
Lisbon the commodities of the East Indies, went to the 
latter country in search of them, where they found an ad^ 
ministration which had been rendered feeble by the influ- 
ence of the climate, by luxurious and effeminate habits, 
and by spiritual and temporal tyranny : 
tttid while Philip the Thild, after a siege of 
three years, which cost him from eighty to a hundracl thou** 
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sand men, got possession of Ostend, the Dutch took the 
isles of Molucca from his Portuguese subjects. 

All Asia arose for the expulsion of the strangers it most 
detested : in the East Indies their empire was destroyed by 
the Dutch ; the sophi Sha Abbas made himself master of 
the magnificent Ormuz, called the diamond of the East; 
Toxogunsama terrified by the fate of other sovereigns, • 
forbade Christians of all denominations to enter the empire 
of Japan; and, by seventeen years of persecution, de- 
stroyed the newly planted faith : the same reasons induced 
the negusii of Habesh to enforce a similar exclusion of the 
Western believers, while he maintained in this empire the 
ancient form of Christianity. 

Of all the foreign possessions of the Portuguese, Goa in 
the East Indies, the safety of which was frccjnently endan- 
gered by the natives, and Brazil in America, which was 
often threatened by the Dutch, alone remained : and the 
state of weakness to which they were thu^ reduced, was 
the reward of their tame submission to tyrants whom they 
detested. 

The English commander, Sir Walter Raleigh, was only 
withheld by the inadequacy of the resources entrusted to 
him, from giving a most dangerous overthrow to the power 
of the Spaniards, even in America. 

Italy endured their yoke with impatience, and even Rome 
wished to see them humbled : Venice had good reason both 
to fear and to hate the two lines of the family of Habsburg ; 
for the marquis of Bedmar took part in a conspiracy 
against the constitution of the republic, and dissen^inated 
writings calculated to excite discord among their subjects ; 
while Ferdinand protected the predatoi^y Uskochs, who in- 
habited the mountains beyond Dalmatia. The overbearing 
power and the* lofty tone of the cabinet of Madrid, w^re 
insupportable to^the dukes of Mantua and Savoy. 

Thp Italian possesions of the Spaniards were separated 
bom the hereditary dominions of the emperor, *by the Ve- 

VOL. in. H 
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netian and V«^lliae territories. The latter, a fertile and 
populous valley, which had been conquei'ed by the confe- 
derated cantons, in their wars against the house of Sferza, 
would, if it could be obtained, serve to connect the divided 
possessions of the Austrian family. The inhabitants of the 
Valtelline, who were chiefly catholic, bore with impatience 
, the yoke of the cantons, the greater part of which were 
protestants; and Milan gave an indulgent ear to their 
complaints. * 

The good and great Henry the Fourth, 
king of France, whose excellent qualities were 
not appreciated in his own age, was assassinated, and his 
kingdom became again the prey of factions. His widow, 
Maria de* Medici, sacrificed the welfare of the state to her 
personal inclinations ; and her son, Lewis the Thirteenth, 
who was a child at the time of bis father’s death, ne^'cr 
became a man of findepend'ent chkractei*. The power of a 
state depends not so much on the numerical amount of its 
ferces, as on the intelligence which animates their move- 
ments ; and France, which in the latter part of the reign 
of Henry the Fourth seemed likely to produce an universal 
revolution in the condition of Europe, entirely lost its poli- 
tical importance. 

Holland no longer sought foreign protection ; and free 
nations are never more powerful than when they are obliged 
to depend exclusively upon their own resources for defence, 
and when the mi^itude of the dangers which menace 
them compels the developement of their moral energy. The 
authority of the prince of Orange united the provinces in 
the common pursuit of the public good : to him, as Stadt- 
holder, the appointment of the principal officers in the 
array and in the cities was eonfided, in order that die re- 
puhli(^ party might not be subject^ by those to whom 
peace might be dearer than liberty : he exereiMd th^ 

privilege of pardon, ’beeause every other object vtm, to b« 
•aertficed to the audntwaace of die Iaw»j and it was dse*** 
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fore necessary to give due weight to every consldoration 
which could affect their execution. In the midst ctf its 
contest for freedom, the republic erected a mighty empire 
in the East \ and its seamen took possession of the herring 
fishery, which pi'oduced, according to the computation of 
Raleigh, a return of 1 , 700,000 pounds sterling. 

In this state of affairs, Clara Isabella Eugenia, the 
daughter of Philip the Second, ^who possessed the here- 
ditary government of the Spanish Netherlands, conjointly 
with Albert of Austria, son* of Maximilian the Second, 
endeavoured to [>ut an end to the disturbances which had 
now subsisted during more than forty years. The Fran- 
ciscan provincial, John Ncyen, prepared the way for the 

* ^ twelve years’ truce, which was concluded by 

A.D, 1609. : . ^ 

the privy counsellor, Lewis von Verheyk, and 

A.D, 1621 . by^Spinola. 

From this time Holland was recognised as an independ- 
ent state; and its minister, Van Aersens, •was formally ac- 
knowledged as ambassador at Paris. Peace, however, 
proved more dangerous to the republic than war^ not 
merely because its citizens lost their martial habits, but 
chiefly on account of the jealousy which began to arise be- 
tween the stadtholder and the states-general. The latter, 
who were eight hundred in number, bad been summoned 
for the las*; time, as the real representatives of the nation, 
to deliberate on the affair of the truce ; their office and title 
was thenceforward borne by a committee of their number. 
They had, indeed, assembled less frequently from the time 
when Elizabeth had given them the assurance of her pro- 
tection, on condition that the English ambassador should 
be entitled to assist at their consultations : and it was now 
pretended that a select proportion of the whole body, ap- 
pointed in perpetuity, was best fit^ to controul the ootm- 
ril of state, whose, office was also perpetual anjd which was 
accused of illegally favouring the ambition of the house of 
Orange, OWeiibamcvelt and Hugo Grotius refused ls> 

H 2 
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submit to the theological pnandates of the synod of Dor- 
drecht; but the execution of the former of these great 
men, and the imprisonment of the latter, by which it was 
' intended to strike terror into the Anti-Orange party, had 
the contrary effect of fortifying their opposition. 

Both the prince and the states-general were, however, 
duly sensible, that the interests of the republic were likely 
to be implicated in the determination of the disputed suc- 
cession to the duchy of Juliers, which was also one of the 
causes of the thirty years’ wa\. 

SECTION II. 

HEREDITARY SUCCESSION OF JULIERS. 

The earls of Teisterbant had distinguished themselves 
by their contests with the Normans, as early as the ninth 
century; and their Uescendants founded two sovereignties 
in Westphalia, which were afterwards known under the 
names of the duchy of Cleves and the earldom of Mark. 
One part of these territories had been received from the 
emperor as pledges; another obtained from the arch- 
bishops of Cologne by conquest; and a third portion had 
voluntarily placed itself under the protection of these 
princes. The whole sovereignty had been finally united 
under one head, by the marriage of the earl of Mark with 
the heiress of Cleves. In the same manner, John of Cleves, 
at a later period, added the three neighbouring states of 
Juliers, Berg, and Ravensberg, to the possessions of his 
family. The wealth of the house of Teisterbant, which 
had been accumulating for centuries, became at the death 

. _ of the insane earl, John William, the object 

A.D.1609. . , . T , 1 j V 

of numerous claims. ft belonged to the 

elector of Saxony in right of an ancient reversion, in the 

event of the family becoming totally extinct: but the right 

to these territories, which had been united, as ,above- 

weationed, bv in**-riaffes» -was subject to other and veiy 
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ilifFerent questions; such as whether the daughter of the 
eldest sister, the wife of John Sigismund, elector of Bran- 
denburg, or the second sister, the duchess of Pfalz-Neu- 
burg, who was still living, was to be regarded as the 
nearest heiress ? These countries deserve to be reckoned- 
among the most fertile provinces of Germany : their value 
is enhanced by fhe industrious character of their popula- 
tion, and their situation at the entrance of the Netherlands, 
renders them of great political importance. 

The principal claimants could not adjust their preten- 
«ons, and appealed to arms : f)rince Wolfgang of Neuburg, 
in order to secure the assistance of the princess Clara 
Isabella, and of her husband the archduke 
Albert, became a catholic, while the elector 
of Brandenburg declared himself of the re- 


A.D. 1613. 


A.D. 1614. 


formed creed of the prince of Orange. 


SECTION III. 


ENGLAND. 

EJ^GLAND attained during this age to such a degree of 
power, as to be able to maintain the balance of power in 
important matters. 

James Stuart, king of Scotland and son of the unfor- 
tunate Mary, succeeded on the death of Elizabeth to the 
crown of England ; and thus united, under one head, two 
kingdoms whose rivalry had frequently prevented* them 
from tmdertaking and sustaining, with undisturbed security, 
a distinguished part in the politics of Europe. James, how- 
ever, was destitute of the vigour which had characterized* 
Elizabeth ; and could neither invest his person with dignity 
nor his commands with authority. His vanity and timidity, 
his busy researches mto the dubious meanings of the pro- 
phecies and his wretched taste, rendered him contemptible 
and ridiculous ; while he openly displayed, in his public do- 
Mments, the principles of despotism, which penry the 

u 3 
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Eighth and Elizabeth had put in practice in silence and- 
security. He was governed by the duke of Buckingham^ 
a man who with great personal beauty combined all the 
vanities to which that quality can seduce, but who was 
destitute of its chief advantage, the art of pleasing. In 
his childish correspondence with the king, he signs himself 
majesty’s most submissive dog, Steenie and the 
(rihg^'caUs himself ^ the good old dad and gossip.” 

This monarch was not«of a character to exercise a pow- 
erfiil influence in Europe : and the people were too much 
occupied with maritime expeditions, to bestow much atten- 
tion on the affairs of the continent. In the latter part of 
the reign of Elizabeth, an Etist India Company had been 
established, which was regarded at Sumatra and Bantam 
as a deliverer; for in hatred of Philip, Europe and Asia 
were of one accord; a new England had begun to be co- 
lonized beyond the Atlantic; and the icy ocean was ex- 
plored, and Spitzbergen discovered and denominated^New- 
foundland. Jarfles, who was at an equal distance from the 
vices and virtues of Ccesar and of Trajan, was in the 
meastime employing himstif in studying the book of Re- 
velations, with speculative defences of the doctrine of 
passive obedience, and with the petulance of BuckinghanL 

SECTION IV. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRTY YEARS’ WAR. 

Frkderiok of Simmern, elector palatine, was%son-in-law 
of James the First of England ; and his family, which was 
descended from Stephen;! sou of the elector Rupert, who 
had been king of the Germans, manifested an extraordinary 
zeal for the reformed creeds Palatine theologians were4he 
authors of the catechism of Heidelberg ; a book .in which, 
notwithstanding that the controversial parts aije too dog- 
matical and severe, consolii^ spirit of Chriatiatiity is 
impressively displayed; and which became not a prescript 

II 
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of &ith, but the mafunal of the greater part of the €ah> 
vinists of Germany. The sctenoet were no where cuttiw 
vated with greater success than at Heidelberg: and the 
princes palatine were distinguished for their valour and ge- 
nius in war. 

Frederick ,was seduced by religions zeal, by love of 
glory, and by Elizabeth the king's daughter, to accept 
the crown of Bohemia, This kingdom, accustomed t©^ a 
mild administration, was terrified* at the prospect of the 
intolerant principles of government, which Ferdinand, even 
daring the life of Matthias, had not indistinctly announced. 
The Bohemians vented their indignation on his counsellors, 
and offered the crown to the elector palatine, on the ground 
that the king had broken the compact, and had therefore 
no further claim to their allegiance. But Frederick, less 
through want of power than from a deficiency in the requi- 
site energy and talent, was unable to kegp the party which 
existed in Bohemia and in the empire, united in one pur- 
suit. His cousin Maximilian duke of Bavaria, a prince 
of great activity and firmly attached to the catholic re- 
ligion^ espoused the cause of the emperor, who was* his 
most potent neighbour, in opposition to the interests of his 
own family. Frederick, defeated and helpless, abandoned 
the contest in despair, and forfeited both the crown and hil 
electorate. 

The failure of this enterprise produced the destructimt 
of the remainder of the constitution of Bohemia, and of 
the protestant union in the empire which had neglecCed- to 
support its own interests. 

The fundamental laws of diat kingdom were annihilated : 
» great number of noblemen were beheaded, tmd people of 
inferior condition executed on the wheel; upwards of diirty 
thousand families were compelled’ to emigrate, and pm* 
peiiy belonging to the protestanto was confiscated, to the 
<'>»ount, aa it w^ of &4,(M^llO«iid6llar»i Theenipeiratr 
FeriWnd, strengthened by victory, and^ the Ocqofeitioh 

H 4 
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of treasure, now turned the arms of his experienced ge- 
nerals^ Wallenstein, Tilly, and Spinola, against the pro- 
testants of the empire. The ecclesiastical electors were 
from their order attached to his cause : the most intelligent 
of that class, John Swikard of Cronberg, archbishop of May- 
ence, advised the adoption of moderate measures ; but as 
his advice was not followed, he consulted the apparent in- 
terests of his archbishopric, and accommodated himself to 
the circumstances of iIkj times. John George the First, 
elector of Saxony, whose predecessor had obtained by his 
victories the religious peace,*^ was full of hatred against the 
Calvinists, jealous of the reputation of the count palatine, 
and confided implicitly in his court preacher, Hoe of 
Hoenegg, who was supposed to be in the pay of Ferdinand, 
and who gave free rein to his bitter zeal against thp cal- 
vinists and the Bohemian brethren. The elector, George 
William of Brandenburg, Was inkled in the same manno<» 
by his chief minister, the count of 'Schwartzcnberg: he re- 
mained a Calvidist, but manifested no vigour, and expected 
to be able to secure himself by submission. 

This weak monarch was also Duke of Prussia. Albert 
Frederick, son of that grand-master of the Teutonic 
knights who had violated his oath to the order for the pur- 
pose of securing Prussia to his family, had been deprived 
of his understanding in early youth, by the pious folly of 
his preachers and counsellors, who had given him, with the 
intention of allaying his carnal appetites, a narcotic potion, 
which had destroyed his mental powers. He had left the 
^ duchy as a fief of Poland, to his cousin, the 

elector John Sigismund, father of George 
William. These territories, regarded as the dominion of 
an elector, formed a considerable state ; and the cultivation 
of the demesne lands was very much' improved : but the 
finances were so incapable of meeting any great emer- 
gency, that John SigUmund was obliged, during the con- 
t^t for the succession of Juliers, to pledge his tolts on 
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the river Elbe to the Danes, in order to raise two hundred 
thousand dollars: and though the ’number of regular troojis, 
in the time of George William, never exceeded two thou* 
sand men, yet money was often wanting for the daily 
expenditure. 

Brunswick^and Hesse were enfeebled by the partition of 
their territories. Two princes were descended from duke 
Ernest, one of whom reigned at Luneburg and the other 
at WoHenbiittel, with the title of duke ; and the house of 
Luneburg had been again subdivided into inferior branches. 
But the house of Hesse suffered still more severely, from 
the hatred which, inflamed by religious animosity and po- 
litical jealousy, had become habitual between the land- 
graves of Darmstadt and Cassel ; the former of whom 
continued to profess the Lutheran faith, while the latter 
adopted the system of the Calvinists : and the inheritance of 
the landgrave of Marburg furrlished th^n with an especial 
occasion of dispute. The mutual exasperation of the two 
families was never more keen than under Maurice, who 
reigned at Cassel, and who was not an ignorant prince, 
although he was so little capable of elevating his views above 
the character of his age, that he took a personal share in 
the prevalent controversies, and endeavoured to carry CaL 
vin’s ideas into execution by force. 

The Lutherans delighted themselves with manifesting 
how many particulars there were in which the Calvinists 
accorded with the Turks ; and how the latter were never- 
theless better than the former : while the Calvinists were of 
the opinion, that when fire and water should unite with- 
out the one being dried up, or the other extinguished, 
then, and not till then, an union with the Lutherans might 
be supposed possible/’ With these sentiments, each party 
carried on its part iii the contest separately : and the con- 
sequence was, that the Catholics* easily got the better of 
both. 

At this period the court of France was too much occu-* 
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[kisd with the party disputes by which it was agitated, to 
interest itself in the afthifs of Europe. Holland was also 
divided by faction ; and the great stadtholder, prince Mau'- 
rice,. died of grief for the loss of Breda. King James, 
instead of alFordhig his son-in-law any assistance, was occu- 
pied with the visionary idea of obtaining an inhtnta fov his 
son: and Charles was educated in despotic principles, end 
‘devoted to Buckingham. Christian the Fourth, king of 
X>enmark, when he saw <3erman3' almost reduced to sub- 
jection, perceived the dangers tO' which the neigliboiuring 
states were likely to be exposed j and possessing the physi- 
cal strength of the old northern heroes, as well as their 
activity mid love of glory, took arms in favour of the Pro^- 
tostants : but his deficiencies in arrangement and in the 
science of war were so great and evident, that he was 
quickly convinced of his own impotence. Sigismund, king 
of Poland, who hi^ sacrificed the- kingdom of Sweden to 
his devotion to the mass, was transported with senseless 
exultation at the misfortunes of the German Protestants. 

SECTION V. 

MANTUA. 

The house of Gon7.aga, which had governed Mantua 
and Montserrat, became extinct in Italy ; and Charles duke 
of Nevers and Rethel, a descendant of a brother of the 
first duke, survived alcuie in France: but the Spaniards, not- 
withstanding his claim, took possession of the countcy and 
the unfortunate Mantua, the seat of the fine arts and of 
peaceable voluptuousness, was ravaged with fire and sword 
by Use barbairous Carlo Malatesta, who respected neither 
right nor station. 

But Qardinal^ Richelieu, who had* now overcoUM the 
rivals of his powe^ in the mmistry of France, perceived Uie 
importance of having, a princely family in Lombardy in 
the interest of his country : and on Uiis account he main- 
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tained lihe title of the clukc of Nevers so effectually^ that 
the Spaniards were obliged to consent to a treaty of peace 
at Cherasco, by which Charles became duke of Manttlia 
A D 1651 obtained a part of Montserrat; while the 
remainder of the latter country was added to 
the dominions of duke Victor Amadeus the First, of Savoy. 

Richelieu manifested a just sense of the important advan- 
tages that would accrue to the house of Habsburg by the 
proposed appropriation of the VaHelline territory, which 
would give continuity to their German and Italian domi- 
nions. The Catholics of that cfistrict had murdered all the 
Protestants in one day ; and in order to free 
themselves from the authority of the confede- 
rates, wdio were mostly heretics, had applied for protection 
to the Spanish government at Milan ; which, by means oi 
the clergy, had instigated their previous measures; while 
the Swiss, who should have assJsted the confederates, were 
divided among themselves by religious differences and by 
Spanish pensions. But even this state of perplexity assisted 
the projects of Richelieu. 


SECTION VI. 

CARDINAL RICHELIEU. 

Richelieu found France divided between the power of 
the king and that of the nobles ; provincial governors- m 
possession of regal authority ; parliaments in a state of 
formidable opposition to the court ; foreign connections 
gjected; the treasury empty; the military department in ^ 
state of the utmost disorder ; the government conductedupoa 
no fixed principles, and the throne destitute of dignity; 
Notwithstanding all* these difficulties, Richdieu Aad die 
boldness to renew the designs of Henry the Great, for the 
diminution of tLe flower of the housa of^Habdurg which 
was now more than ever preponderant 



DNIVERSAL HISTOHV. 


This project was facilitated by the manner in which Fer- 
dinand abused his good fortune. At the time when the 
edict of restitution obliged the Protestant states to restore 

A D 1629 ecclesiastical domains which had been 

confiscated during the preceding seventy-four 
years.; the insolent haughtiness and the exactions of the 
^soldiery had offended even the Catholics : and Bavaria her- 
self began to perceive, that as one state after another be- 
came subjected until no effectual power of opposition should 
remain, the value of her own alliance must sink propor- 
tionally in the estimation of \he conqueror. 

Ferdinand, throwing aside all moderation, while his 
troops were giving alarm to the frontiers of Switzerland, 
proposed to the diet of Ratisbon to insist upon the validity 
of the imperial claims on the united provinces of the Nether- 
lands ; he opposed all participation of the French in the 
affairs of Italy ; c^'claied himself the enemy of Gustavus 
Adolphus king of Sweden, whose cousins, the dukes of 
Mecklenburg, had been outlawed and banished without even 
the fonn of a trial ; and endeavoured to introduce a stand- 
ing army, which should be formed and maintained at the 
expense of the empire, but should remain at his disposal. 
At the same time, without the advice or consent of the states, 
he gave the duchy of Mecklenburg, to his general Wal- 
lenstein ; and utterly disregarded the claims of the ancient 
ducal family of that country, as well as those of the electors 
of Brandenburg. 

Twenty millions were in a few years extorted from Bran- 
denburg, ten from Pomerania, and seven from Hesse ; and 
the ministers of the emperor, arrayed in costly robes, 
seemed to design by their magnificent appearance to insult 
die depressed condition of the impoverished princes. The 
party of ^the opposition was disarmed, and Wallenstein was 
able to pronounce his own mandates and the commands of 
the court, as public laws : his friend Eggenberg, the chief 
minister of the emperor, was commonly believed to be 
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signed as the future duke of Wirtemberg, and a prince of 
Lorraine as the duke of Saxony ; while the present elector, 
John George, was now treated with indifference* Whether 
the habit of independence had rendered the exalted power 
of the emperor intolerable to the states, or whether Ferdi- 
nand really designed to deter them from future opposition 
by a tyrannical display of his authority, it is certain that ^ 
a general, feeling of subjection under a heavy yoke was 
prevalent in the empire. 

SECTION VII. 

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 

Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, was now in his 
thirty-sixth year : his father had left him a well-confirmed 
authority, though without treasure ; the nobles who might 
have endangered his power ha^ been humbled in the pre« 
ceding revolutions, and there was nothing to fear from 
Russia, Poland, or Denmark. The czar, Michael Ro- 
manofi^ purchased peace from the young king, at the ex- 
pence of a part of Livonia ; and the king of Denmark 
renounced the claim which the liouse of Oldenburg had 
hitherto maintained, to reign over the Swedes against their 
will. The talents and energy of Gustavus obliged Sigis- 
• mund king of Poland, either entirely to abandon his long 
cherished hope of restoration to the throne of Sweden, or 
at least to defer his expectations to a more remote era. 
The interest which Gustavus took in the fate of the house 
of Mecklenburg, accustomed the oppressed and discon- 
tented portion of the empire to look upon him as their 
protector. 

Germany appeared, in reality, to be the country in 
which he might seek for power and opulence with the 
greatest prospect, of success : he knew that, though the 
roya^ power was circumscribed in Sweden by definite laws, 
yet fixe devotion of nations to extraordinary men is not to 
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fee t^fined by *uleB; and he undertook to render liis 
people a nation of heroes. 

H'ki method of conducting war was of his own invention, 
«id foonded upon eJccellent principles: he was well ac- 
quainted wkii the cKperience and the maixims of antiquity ; 
feat Itis intelligent mind was able to modify them according 
to 'Che nature of the weapons and other circumstances of 
modem times: he felt the inconveniences of the heavy in- 
fantry; and as he place’d more reliance on the execution of 
manoeuvres than on physical strength, he disposed that 
species of force in smaller divisions, and mixed them in 
platoons among the cavalry. Together with the lofty cha- 
racter of his genius, which manifested itself in the great- 
ness lof )»i8 plans, he combined the power of attention to 
xsinute details in the organization of his armj', and a eMm 
ahd penetrating insight into circumstances of tlic greatest 
inb*ioacy : he nlsn knew liow to inflame bis troops with 
rel^ious ardour. 

Hk faabks were of the most simple knKl ; tiiongh a man 
of huge stature, he shared in all the bodily fatigues of his 
soldiers ; though the boldness of his enterprises astonkhed 
the world, he was personally mild, beneficent, susc^tible 
of friendship and love, eloquent, popular, and full of re- 
liffiDce on Providence : the principal traits of his character 
were magnanimity and gentleness. 

Gustavos, -by his sudden and unexpected appearance in 
the do^ire, by his irresistible progress, and finally, by the 
victory of XcipAc, revived the confidence of the protestant 
princes in their own power. With their assistance he do- 
ieated the be.st generals of the emperor; over-ran the whole 
of Lower Germany, to the Rhine and the Danube; and 

. ^ at length, in the battle, df Lutzen, fijund a 

A.D.1632. . .® , , , . , , 

Victorious death, which the greatest com- 

*»anders would prrfer to the longest life. . . 

The «6mm0pco of* Medcleiibnrg, -and the support -lahich 
4 he emperor afforded to the kmg -of Pbland, wouM'have 
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sufficed to justify ijais iotetfo’ence of Gnstavus : but .both 
the kit^ of Snreden and the coud: of France had naturally 
and jtistfy been alarmed at the union of the ivhole power 
of Germany, in the band of a ruler who assumed the tone 
of an universal sovereign : and the efficacy of a good mi- 
litary system, directed by the energetic genius of a single 
leader, was never more eimnentiy di^layed than on thia 


occasion. 


A. D. 1635 . 


A D 1632 Gustavus Adolphil) had educated com- 
manders, who, subsequent to his death, and 

AD 1635 separate peace concluded by the elector 

of Saxony, continued for sixteen years to 
maintain the reputation of the Swedish arms and the cause 
which they had adopted, until the conclusion of the peace 
of Westphalia. Banier rescsnbled the late king in pene- 
tration, as well as in his countenance; he knew as well 
how to conquer, «s after a defeat to assume such a posture 
as though he had not been beaten ; and ,had the art to 
compel the confederated princes to continue on the side of 
the Swedes, or at least not to take part against tliem. They 
were all equal to Torstenson as generals; but the latter 
was superior to most of them in private virtues. 


SECTION VIII. 

RICHELIEU. 

A D 1634 When the affiiirs of Sweden, after the de» 
fe^ at Nbrdlingen, a^^ieared to have &lleh 
into the utmost peril, Richelieu openly declared his designs* 
The cardinal, who had the perseverance of an old Roman, 
and whose resolutions were as circumspect and mature as 
those of a senator of Venice, was the all-powerftil minkltGr 
of Lewis the ThirteoBtfa, who stood greatly in need of such 
a statesman, cnteitiined and earned into e 0 kct tfie 
?iat^ of Dsnderiag trasux the otost pehrsrftil state^ii SuTope. 
Thongh itbe jpodMr mii <fae brother of ini waster were the 
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chief movers of many conspiracies against his authority and: 
his life; while the king, ’who was in all respects a weak 
man, regarded him rather with fear than affection; though 
the French army was far inferior to the veteran troops of 
the emperor, and the hnances in the utmost disorder; 
though the nation was ignorant of his merit, and the nobles 
pontinually called his attetition from tlie most important 
affairs of state by their petty court cabals, yet fiichelieu 
had in great measure contributed to fix the determination 
of the king of Sweden; he carried into execution the de- 
signs of the latter (which U’ere left at his death in a half 
complete state) and disappointed the reviving hopes of the 
enemies of France. 

Sweden possessed great men, who had only one deficiency, 
which the cardinal had it in his power to supply : namely, 
the resources of a powerful state. 

In the year aftersthe battle of Ndrdlingen, the troops of 
A D 1655 simultaneously attacked the Austrian 

. ’ monarchy at every accessible point, in order 
to prevent the forces of the latter from acting with decisive 
effect in any quarter. They commenced operations in the 
Valtelline, in order that it might be more diflScult to recruit 
the imperial armies out of Italy, and that the latter country 
might be secured from any attempts on the part of the 
Germans; while they might give occupation, in Flanders, 
to the Spaniards, and in the empire, relieve the Swedes. 
A body of twenty thousand infantry and seven thousand 
cavalry acted against Flanders ; three corps,, each consisting 
of ten thousand infantry and four thousand cavalry, covered 
the frcHitiers on the side of the Netherlands, Lorraine, and 
Burgundy ; and other armies were employed in the empire 
and in Italy. At the period when Richelieu entered upon 
his administration, France was in possession of no ships of 
war ; yet within ten years, a French navalfqrce burned and 
destroyed a whole. Spanish fleet. The United Proviqcqe re- 
ceived an annual subsidy of 1,200,000 livres ; Sweden and 
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Savoy, each 1,000,000; and several princes of the empire, 
various sums. The frontiers were fortified ; and the annual 
expenses of the war amounted to 60,000,000, although 
France was not particularly oppressed with new taxes. In 
the year in which the cardinal died, the crown estates pro- 
duced 22,500,000; the forests and waters, 1,600,000; casual 
sources of revenue (including a loan of 8,000,000), 

37.000. 000; the greater and lessor taille, the voluntary 
contributions of the clergy, and the territories of the states, 
61,600,000; the farmed imposta amounted not to more than 

26.000. 000; and though the sum total scarcely exceeded 

125.000. 000, 10,000,000 remained in the treasury after all 
the demands upon it were satisfied. Five millions three hun- 
dred thousand were expended in the maintenance of foreign 
relations; 3,490,000 for secret services, and 2,785,000 for 
pensions; the minister of state had at his disposal, 2 , 272 , 000 ; 
the expenses of the war by land amounteS to 58,565,000 ; 
and those of the navy, to 6,700,000; the permanent interest 
of the debt demanded 1,455,756; secret affairs in the inte- 
rior, 2,600,000 ; and extraordinary disbursements wea*© 
estimated at 2,000,000. 

Richelieu had found France in a state of commotion, 

^ ^ with an exhausted treasury, and destitute of 

A. D. 1642 . . > 

political influence ; he left it, after seven years 

of wdr, far more opulent than it had been during the 
seventeen years of peace which elapsed between the admini- 
stration of Sully and his own ; and with an external infla- 
ence which was decisively displayed in the negociations for 
the peace of Westphalia. The duke of Mantua was in- 
debted to him for his territory; the Orisons for the most 
beautiful district of their dominions, and the Protestant 
party in Germany for its consistency ; he supplied Sweden 
^th the means of carrying on a long, glori<^, and advanta- 
geous war; and laid Ae foundation of the power of Lewis 
the Fourteenth. 

▼OE. Ill, T 
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Upper Burgundy still {belonged to Spain, and Alsace to 
Austria. Ancient treaties of neutrality, concluded under 
the mediation of the Swiss, guaranteed Upper Burgundy, 
and the French frontiers on that side. It was of the ut- 
most importance to the king of Spain to continue in peace- 
able possession of the latter countr}^ ; as his connection with 
the Netherlands was by that way secured : whenever he 
ivas on friendly terms witli Savoy or Switzerland, his troops 
had a convenient road through this country from Italy, to- 
ward the Austrian dominions of Alsace, into4he territories 
chiefly of ecclesiastical princes, and into Lorraine ; through 
which they arrived in the Belgian districts. If the plan re- 
specting the Valtelline had entirely succeeded, the dominions 
of the house of Habsburg would have surrounded and 
came in contact with all those European states which were 
most important from their,situation, }x>pulousiiess, and fer- 
tility, from Sicify to Holland and Poland. Henry the 
Fourth, in order to break this chain, had exchanged 
Bresse, Biigey, and' Gex, for Saluzzo, at the peace of 
Lyons; .and Richelieu, in the same spirit, took advantage 
of the discontent of the prince of Mumpelgard, who had 
been offended by the haighty conduct of Spain, to draw 
him oven to the Frencfr interest. The cardinal alleged 
several instances in which the compact relating to the neu- 
trality had been infringed, for the purpose of preventing 
its renewal : and the Swiss were at last obliged to leave this 
frontier to its fate. As soon as the connection was thus in- 
tcrinipted, the family of Habsburg experienced the iitmo|^ 
difficulty in the defence of its widely extended frontiers ; 
and the French entered Upper Burgundy, Alsace, and the 
'contiguous territories of Austria, without much difficulty. 
Richelieu thus prepared the way for the incorporation of 
ihe two first; just as Henry the Second had formerly facili- 
tated the conquest of Lorraine, by teiJcing possessioh of the 
tliree bishoprics. 

Richelieu concluded a treaty with Holland for tlu' 
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partition of the Spanish Netherlands; when- ncnerick- 
Pfenry, the old prince of Orange, maintained the fame of 
his brother’s arms. But the republic was aware that France 
was become a more formidable neighbour than Spain : and 
Frederick- Henry prosecuted the war without vigour, and 
thus acquired a reputation for policy equal to his former 
fame as a soldier. , 

The allies of Richelieu frequently failed to give him all 
the support in their power, and sometimes abandoned him 
entirely : he would not, however, make peace at their ex- 
pense; but perceiving how important tlieir very existence 
was to the authority of his court, seemed to excuse their 
conduct on account of the difficulties of their situation. 

The cardinal died in the midst of the war, 
A.D. 1642 . , . , , . . / 

which he was carrying on against the emperor 

and the king of Spain. The ^exhausted empire stood at 
this time greatly in need of peace ; biit the weakness of the 
minority of Lewis the Fourteenth seemed, to liold out a 
prospect of concluding it at a later period, with less disad- 
vantage to Austria. It was well known that tlie Swedes 
would be unable to continue the war without powerful sup- 
port; and negociations were commenced, but were prose- 
cuted with extreme slowness : the loss of a province would 
have been less mischievous than the influence which Franco 
* thus acquired in the aflairs of the empire. 

But Cor.de and Turenne, heroes like those of antiquity, 
began to annoui^ce their illustrious career: the former in 
the plains of Rocroy, gave a deadly blow to 
the Spanish infantry; and all the art of 
Mercy was required to withstand, in the Black Forest, the 
arms of Turenne, to whom these campaigns served as a 
school in the art of war. The victorious army of duke 
Bernhard of Weimar, was attached to the interest of the 
French, through • influence of general Von Erlach. 
The Swiss contributed more to the cohclusion of peace by 
making anirrpption into Bohemia, and obtaining possession 
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possession of a part of Prague; than the most subtle ne^ 
gociations could have done: and the thirty years’ war 
thus ended where it had begun. The emperor was con- 
vinced that nothing was to be gained by prosecuting it 
further ; the king of Spain had forfeited Portugal, and was 
in danger of losing Naples. The count d’Avaux, who was 
‘more earnestly bent upon the conclusion of peace than 
any other individual in, the French ministry at Munster, 
availed himself of these circumstances: his more pene- 
trating colleague Abel Servien, had less confidence in the 
good faith of his opponents, and his views were not so 
disinterested. 

Cardinal Mazarin now reigned in France ; for Lewis the 
Fourteenth was only in his tenth year, and the qgeen- 
mother Anna, daughter of Philip the Third, adopted the 
policy of the minister. Richelieu had prepared the way for 
great occurrences,' which now seemed to follow as of their 
own accord j and their execution was facilitated by the 
more pliant moderation of Mazarin, whose character had 
less of over-awing greatness, and who was therefore less 
dreaded by the rest of Europe. Both these ministers were 
illustrious men, though in diilerent ways. 

SECTION IX. 

THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA. 

AD 1648 Peace was concluded in the Westphalian 
towns of Munster aud Osnaburg, under the 
mediation of the pope and the Venetians, between the em- 
peror Ferdinand the Third, Philip the Third, king of 
Spain, and the princes of the empire who belonged to their 
party, on one side; and Lewis the Fourteenth, Christina, 
queen of Sweden, the stated-general of the United Pro- 
vinces, and those princes of the empire, mostly protestants* 
who were in allianceVith the French Mid Swedes^ on the 
other. Only France and Spain now Temdned at WRr. 
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peace is the foundation of the whole modern system of 
European politics, of all modern treaties, of what is called 
the freedom of Germany, and of a sort of balance of 
power among all the countries of western Europe, 

The arrangements of this treaty gave a more decided 
form to the ecclesiastical and temporal polity of the em- 
pire; secured the advantages obtained in the late Contest 
by France and Sweden; ordained some new relations be- 
tween the different powers, and altbrcd the situation of the 
great families of Germany. It will be useful, on this oc- 
casion, to take a view of different parts of the constitution 
of the empire. 

The emperors invest the ecclesiastical princes of the 
empire, by means of the sceptre, with their feudal tempo- 
ralities, but not until the pope has confirmed their election : 
and these princes, like the emperor himseUi must ob^rve 
the conditions of a stipulation,* into which, as is usual in 
elective states, they are obliged to enter. The pope dis- 
poses of all dignities in Rome, or within two iays’ journey 
from that city, and of all such as become vacant by deposi- 
tion, transfer, renunciation, or the invalidation of irre- 
gular elections, or have been left by deceased cardinals and 
other persons, who have held any office or dignity about 
the person of his holiness ; as well as of all benefices of the 
* second class, which fall vacant in the odd months, as Ja- 
nuary, Mr.rch, May, &c. Letters of grace, rescripts, 
provisions, and coadjutories, are either abuses, or at least 
extraordinary methods of influencing the appointments to 
ecclesiastical dignities : but these reservations of the holy 
chair have been conthiually diminishing ever since the 
reformation. 

In protestant countries, the ecclesiastical institutions de- 
pend entirely on the supreme temporal power: in these 
respects the princes of the several states have assumed the 
authority which* was* exercised in primitive times by the 
communities, and in the middle ages by the pope. In con- 

I 3 



118 


tJNXVEUSAL HlSTOftY. 


sequence of this arrtogement, every change of creed which 
took place among the princes of the empire, between the 
religious pacification and the treaty of Westphalia, was at- 
tended with the most vexatious consequences to their sub- 
jects: but at the latter period it was enacted, that the 
evangelical party or Lutherans, and. the reformed or 
* Calvinists, should enjoy in the empire absolute toleration 
and the free exercise of their religious rites ; and that the 
latter should be independent of the opinions of the prince, 
and should remain as they ^were practised by the majority 
of the inhabitants in each country, on the first of January 
of the Normal year, or 162J. It remains, however, a 
question of jurisprudence, whether this Norma is binding 
between Lutherans and Calvinists inhabiting the same 
country, when that country has not been expressly named ; 
and whether its autliority extends to the Palatinate. When 
any person beconles a protestant, who is an inhabitant of 
a country whicji had not adopted that creed before the year 
1624, he is allowed five years to sell or let his landed pro- 
perty ; at the expiration of which period the sovereign can 
compel him to quit his territory. When a protestant 
prince turns catholic, that circumstance has no influence on 
the situation of his subjects, witli regard to their religious 
establisliments: but the catholic jurists are of opinion, that 
he may in this case grant a simidtaneum to his new com- ’ 
panions in religious belief. The protestants do not acknow- 
lege a prince, under these circumstances, to possess his 
foj*mer power in ecclesiastical affairs, because he held that 
authority only as the chief of their religious community; 
and on the other hand, a protestant prince does not possess 
the same authority over the catholic part of his subjects, as 
in the churches of his own creed. 

These regulations are not to be regarded as civil, but as 
political laws, guaranteed in the peace qf .the empire ; the 
spirit and form of •which was discussed by the two religious 
parties, in that character, not man to' man, but rank to 
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rank. Such affairs belong neither to the imperial chamber, 
nor to the council of the imperial court, both of which are 
tribunals of justice; but to the national representation, or 
imperial diet. It would have been diametrically opposite 
to the spirit in which the peace was concluded, which was 
intended to place both parties in an equality of rights, to 
attempt to subject the ecclesiastical affairs of the protestants 
to lay tribunals; because the authority of these courts' 
in sitch affairs is denied in the catholic church. 

The treaty declared, that all grievances should be re- 
moved within three years ; in flefault of which the suffering 
party should recur for assistance to France, Sweden, and 
the other parties to the contract of peace. But, as it was 
not possible to define accurately which was the suffering 
party over the whole empire, this notable clause produced 
no effect. 

These arrangements are contained in the treaty of peace, 
concluded with the Swedes at Osnaburg : but Lewis the 
Fourteenth, at Munster, also guaranteed ’to the German 
protestants the exercise of the same faith which he per- 
secuted in France with the utmost cruelty. • 

All the states of the empire were confirmed in their 
common and peculiar rights and usages ; the emperor en- 
gages to enact or to expound no law; to impose no 
tax ; to carry on no war ; to erect no fortification ; and to 
conclude no alliance or treaty of peace, without their con- 
sent. The states are permitted to enter at pleasure into 
connections with each other, or with foreign powers, pro^ 
vided they do nothing hostile to the emperor and empire, 
prejudicial to the peace of the country, or contrary to their 
feudal oaths. Diets are to be held frequently ; the impe- 
rial compact taken at the time of election ; the order of 
execution, and the* police and justice of the empire, are 
to be reformed and regulated. Commerce is^to be pro- 
tected, and nd liew tolls are to be imposed. 

As *the constitution of the aulic council had fallen into 
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confusion, in consequence of the religious differences^ a$ 
well as of the abuses of the supremacy and-power of the states* 
a plan for an improvement in its order had been dtetched pre« 
viously to the war. Some things relating to this new arrange- 
ment urere determined by the treaty of peace ; but it was 
never entirely accepted or rejected. This highest tribunal of 
the empire has no distinctly prescribed forth of procedure ; a 
judge* chosen from among the counts or lords, is its chief; 
and he is assisted by presidents and assessors, a number of 
writers and readers, and a crowd of procurators and agents. 
The affairs of this tribunal *are introduced in audiences, 
and transacted in senates ; which consist of the assessors, 
who are appointed and maintained by the states of the em- 
pire : their number ought to be fifty; twenty-four of whom 
are elected by the states of the protestant party, and an 
equal number by those of the catholics, and two are no- 
minated by the emperor ; but it was found impossible to 
provide for the remuneration of so great a number : the 
income of the attlic demesne never exceeded 70,000 dollars; 
nor did the assessors ever exceed the half of the number 
prescribed. In consequence of these deficienci^, together 
with the disuse of any arrangement in the order of the 
processes, the decline of the visitations, and the complexity 
arising from every change in the affairs of Europe and 
of die empire, as well witli regard to the processes as 
to the party spirit of the members of the court ; the con- 
iiisioo, and the arrear of untransacted business, is aug- 
mented almost to infinity. Four presidents were ordained ; 
but only two, (both of whom as well as the judge were ap- 
pointed by the emperor,} could be mointained. This tribunal 
is influential not merely by its decisions : the resolutions eff 
the senate, which by practice become precedents, impart to 
it in effect a share of the legislative power ; and the duHa 
which it lays before diet, are similar to motions^ which 
are seldom infringed ujaon. 

' By this treaty, the three bishoprics of Tool', *nd 
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Verdun* which had been- so long ago acquired* t(^;ether 
with Moy^vic, wrere formally Confirmed to France* but 
vnth the reservation of the metropolitan rights of Treves t 
Austria abandoned the town of Breisach, the landgraviate 
of Alsace* and the imperial jurisdiction of the ten cities ; 
and the king soon began to arrogate more than had been 
transferred to him : the ten imperial cities came to be 
treated as municipal towns, and the nobles, who possessed 
estates in Alsace* as French vassals; and both were obliged 
by degrees to submit. Even the imperial union of Stras- 
burg, including the bishopric and city and the monasteries 
of Marbach and Ludern, soon existed only in name and 
in the cluim to a few estates lying on the hither side of the 
Rhine. 

The dominions of the dukes of Pomerania Stettin* the 
city of Wisniar in the territory of Mecklenburg* and the 
confiscated ecclesiastical principalities ofi Bremen and Ver> 
dun* were the indemnification of Sweden. Pomerania* in pur- 
suance of ancient compacts of inheritance, ought to have 
reverted to Brandenburg; and Frederick- William received 
as an indemnity for that part which had been confirmed to 
Sweden, the secularized archbishopric of Magdeburg, and the 
confiscated bishoprics of Halberstadt, Minden, and Camin. 

This prince, the successor of a weak and betrayed 
father* in a few years laid the foundation 'of 'the greatness 
of Prussia. The possession of Pomerania* a country 
abounding in luxuriant pastures, where the Oder was to 
be the boundary between the Swedes and Prussians, and 
which afforded an important commercial road for the Poliah 
and Silesian products, laid Germany and Poland open to 
the Swedes. The elector* on the other hand* acquired a 
territory far more fertile than his former dominions ; while 
Minden put him in possession of a countty much nearer 
to the hereditary dominions of Juliers* to which he had 
pretensions. 

^Visinttr* a city which was formerly an important member 
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of tlic Hanseatic league, and which, together with Ros- 
tock, was the best town in the dominions of Mecklenburg, 
afforded the Swedes a good harbour : and the dukes were 
remunerated for this sacrifice with the secularized bishoprics 
of Schwerin and Ratzcburg, and the benefices of Mirow and 
Nemerow, belonging to the order of St. John. Bremen 
commanded the mouth of the Weser, and Verden gave 
Sweden an influence in the circle of Westphalia, which, 
together with the other acquisitions of that crown, was 
sufficient to have laid the foundation of a permanent in- 
terest in Germany. 

In this treaty the Swiss confederacy also was declared 
to be perfectly independent of the German eniptre, and 
exempt from its tribunals. This declaration, which was 
obtained by John Rudolf Wetstein, burgomaster of Basel, 
was the joint effect of the intercession of the French, and 
of the desire which the emperor had to procure a good un- 
derstanding with the Swiss. 

With regard to Italy, the peace of Cherasco was con- 
firmed. 

Holland, which as soon as it was acknowledged by Spain 
as an independent republic, had no farther motive for 
continuing the w'ar, made’a separate peace, in which France, 
its ally, took no part. The old prince Frederick- Henry, 
who was now dead, had’ pointed out to the states how im- 
portant it was, for the preservation of their freedom, that 
their enfeebled neighbours, the Spaniards, should be left 
in possession of their remaining dominions in the Nether- 
lands. The party of the opposition also washed for an op- 
portunity of removing the army from under the disposal of 
the ambitious stadtholder, William the Second. 

The independence of Holland and its East Indian con- 

# 

quests, was acknowleged and confirmed by Spain : the two 
countries agreed mutually to forbear from navigating near 
each other’s coasts; .as the Dutch wislied to exclude all 
competitors from the Spice Islands^ - and the Spaniards to 
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shut up the country in which her gold-mines are situated, 
with the most jealous care. Tfie European ports of both 
countries were to be open to each ; and neither was to im- 
pose heavier duties on the other, than those which were 
levied from their own subjects. 

The spirit of all the commercial treaties of the Spaniards^ 
consists in preserving to themselves a monopoly of the com- 
merce wjth their transmarine dominions, and in availing 
themselves of the industry of other European nations ; they 
did not even seek those commodities in the countries where 
they are manufactured; but encouraged the foreigners who 
brought them to their coasts. The only piece of good po- 
licy which they adopted in this respect consisted in be- 
stowing equal privileges on the merchants of different 
nations, in order that they might profit by the competi- 
tion ; and on this principle the Hanseatic towns soon ob- 
tained the same facilities as the Dutch.! 

The Spaniards abandoned Maestricht, ^which had been 
taken by Frederick- Henry, to the Dutch, on condition 
that the prince-bishop of Liege should retain his preroga- 
tives in the internal administration of the city. They also 
gave up Bois-le-duc, Breda, Bergen-op-Zoom, Gravelines, 
and Hulst ; and afterwards Dalem, Valkenberg, and the 
country of Rolduc : and commissioners were appointed to 
decide all doubtful points, and to regulate the tolls. 

Holland, after a severe struggle of eighty years, thus 
obtained from its ancient enemy the prize of its persever- 
ance ; and acquired his esteem and confidence, as well as 
the Dutch Netherlands : and from that period the court of 
Brussdis depended upon the Hague for the maintenance of 
its power. 

John-George, elector of Saxony, who was reigning at 
the commencement of the thirty years^ war, and who sur- 
vived its conclqsion, had received the margraviate of Lau- 
sitz.as an hereditary pledge, on condition of assisting the 
emperor in the reduction of the protestants of Bohemia,, 
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and of accommodating himself as far as possible to the 
wishes of the imperial coTirt. The states of the Lausitv 
had formerly devoted themselves, with the consent of Lewis 
of Bavaria elector of Brandenburgh, to the emperor 
Charles the Fourth king of Bohemia ; and Ferdinand the 
Second now transferred their country to the dominion of 
Saxony. 

The misfortunes of the elector Palatine and the restless 
ambition of Maximilian of Bavaria, had the following ter- 
mination : All the states of the empire which hod suffered 
in consequence of the disputes concerning Bohemia, or 
from the thirty years’ war, were reinstated in their properties 
and rights ; except that the duke of Bavaria retained that 
rank in the college of electors which had formerly belonged 
to the elector Palatine, together with the Upper Palatinate 
and its capital, Amberg : in return for which he remitted 
a demand on the (^mperor 'of thirteen millions, and the 
claims of Bavaria to the country of Upper Austria. On 
the other hand,' Charles-Lewis, son of the unfortunate 
elector and king Frederick, who died in grief and poverty, 
and the place of whose burial is not even known, was re- 
instated in the Palatinate^ and an eighth place was created 
for him in the electoral college : it was also settled, that in 
the event of the house of Bavaria becoming e^ftinct, the 
elector Palatine should resume the fifth seat in that col- ' 
lege, together with the Upper Palatinate ; and should give 
a compensation to the allodial heirs of Bavaria. The other 
expelled branches of the Palatine family, were in like 
manner restored to their rights, with the exception of cer- 
tain fiefs, wl^ch remained in the possession of those on 
'^hom they had been bestowed, during the war, by the ex- 
isting masters of the Palatinate. 

The dukes of Wurtemberg were restored in this manner : 
aofi the county of Mumpelgard retained the fiefs which it 
possessed in Alsace, as well as Clairval hnd 'Passavant, in 
Upper Burgundy. 
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The margraves of Baden, at Hochberg, were ahio in- 
cluded in the amnesty ; and every thing contained in the 
edict of restitution which had reference to these princes, as 
indeed the whole of that act, was annihilated by the present 
peace. 

The duke of Croi was likewise included in the peace^ 
and his dependence on France was without prejudice to his 
interests.. 

For the rest, those who had suffered' any loss previous to 
their adoption of the party of^France or Sweden, received 
no indemnification; while such nobles ns had suffered losses 
after their declaration in favour of one or other of those 
crowns, received indemnities. On this principle the em- 
peror was willing to do justice to his protestant subjects 
in Bohemia and his hereditary dominions; but what they 
had lost was regarded as having been forfeited by the laws 
of war. 1 

The peace of Westphalia indemnified the landgrave of 
Hesse Cassel with the secularized abbacy of Hersfeld, the 
possession of the greater part of the Westphalian county of 
Schaumburg, and the acknowlegement of feudal superio'rky 
over the smaller portion, which was bestowed on the 
brothet-in-law of the last count and noble lord of Lippe. 
The feudal superiority of the county of Waldeck, a district 
advantageously situated, fertile, and abounding in mineral 
riches, was also confirmed and guaranteed to the land- 
graves ; and the right of primogeniture was confirmed in 
both the families of Hesse. All these advanta^pti were 
obtained by the talents and energy of Am^ia of Hamm, 
widow of William the Sixth, for a family which was desti- 
tute of a ruling head (William the Seventh being in his 
minority), which was oppressed by its relatives, betrayed by 
its generals, and in the most imminent peril of utter ruin. 

The new meters of the secularized ecclesiastical princi- 
palities, took their seats on the bench uf the temporal 
princes. Protestant bishops and prelates weEe dected at 
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LfUbeck, and alternately at Osnaburg, at Quedlinburg, Her- 
vorden, Gernrode, and Gandersheim. In consideration 
that the family of Holstein had delayed the secularization of 
L'ubeck, the chapter determined to elect six bishops in suc- 
cession from that family; and the sixth procured his son to 
be named coadjutor. It was resolved that whenever the 
turn should come to the protestants at Osnaburg, the 
*bishop should be elected from the Hanoverian family of 
Brunswick. 

The whole treaty, although concluded in two places, was 
declared to be one instrument, one fundamental law of the 
German empire, and a pragmatic sanction: and was gua- 
ranteed by France and Sweden. The constitutions of Ger- 
many, Holland, and Switzerland, thus acquired a simul- 
taneous recognition and guarantee. 

SECTION X. 

SPAIN. 

The war continueil eleven years longer between France 
and "Spain ; but was feebly prosecuted, even on the part of 
the former. During thetninority of Lewis the Fourteenth, 
disorders arose which reduced even Conde, and shortly 
afterwards Turenne, to go over to the side of the Spaniards. 
But the twofold despotism under which Spain suffered, had 
enfeebled that kingdom to such a degree, as to render it 
incapable of taking advantage of favourable occurrences. 

Cardinal Mazarin, in person, at length concluded a treaty 
in the Isle of Pheasants, wdth Don Lewis de Haro, Spanish 
, minister of state ; which was denominated, from the neigh- 
bouring mountains, the peace of the Pyrenees. Maria 

^ ^ Theresa, daughter of Philip the Fourth, mar- 
ried the young king of France, who renounced 
all the hereditary pretensions arising from tjhis alliance : the 
couqty of Rousillon was transferred to him; and the Pyre- 
nees, as they ought naturally to be, rendered the boundary 
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of the two monarchies : on the side of Flanders, the county 
of Artois was united to France, and the trade of the latter 
country with Spain placed on the footing of the most 
favoured nations. 

Don Lewis, who concluded this treaty, had succeeded 
to the power and office of the count duke de Olivarez, who 
had acquired the favour of Philip the Fourth by methods 
of every description, not excepting the most ignoble, and* 
afterwards kept him long in a state of subjection ; for whiph 
no political good fortune indemnified the king, Haro was 
ignorant and irresolute ; and full of the idea that the power 
of his master, which he had appropriated to himself, was 
superior to that of all other princes and states. For this 
reason, he took lio pains to infuse new life into the mo- 
narchy: on the contrary, the military department was ne- 
glected, and the sums designed for that service dissipated on 
other objects; the energy oP the geijerals was held in 
subjection by slavish fear, and public spirit was entirely 
extinct. 


SECTION XI. 

PORTUGAL. 

During this war, the court of Spahi had forfeited the 
kingdom of Portugal. The Portuguese had reason to 
detest the foreign masters to whom they owed the loss of 
the East Indies, and who contributed by their haughtiness 
and oppressions at Lisbon, to maintain the national anti- 
pathy. The Spanish court had permitted >the pope to prac- 
tise an oppressive despotism over Portugal in matters re- 
lating to the constitution. The court chamber was subjected 
to the bann, because it bad imposed taxes according to the 
laws, upon the estates of the ecclesiastics. The finances 
were exhausted on objects foreign to the interests , of the 
nation, while \heif celebrated navy was suffered to fall into 
decay. 
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Under these circumstances, Don John duke 
of Braganza', overturned the Spanish dynasty 
in Portugal, almost without the shedding of bloodf by the 
mere declaration that he was the legitimate king. He was 
a ruler of moderate abilities, and his character by no 
means enterprising ; the power of Spain was in the vicinit3»^5 
and Braganza had scarcely any external assistance. The 
^quarrel, for it hardly deserved to be called a war, continued 
twenty-eight years ; and Braganza maintained possession of 
the throne by the will of the people. The states of the 
kingdom acknowleged Don John the Fourth: they re- 
newed the fundamental laws of Lamego ; and declared that 
if the king should die without heirs, and should survive his 
brother, his nephew should inherit the sovereignty. 

The Jesuits acquired so much influence over John the 
Fourth and his queen, Louisa Gusman, of the family of 
Medina Sidonia, tj?at they fnight more properly be said to 
reign in Portugal; while other individuals of their order 
exerted its credit and influence in support of the court of 
Spain. The king endeavoured tO' gain over the maritime 
powtrs of Europe for the support of his authority: he pro- 
ilfjsed a port of Brazil to the Dutch ; he allowed a free 
trade to the English, not only in Portugal but in her Afri- 
can dominions ; and promised to treat the 
AD. 1641. , 

i^rench m the same manner as the most 

friendly powers. These treaties appeared to be equally 
favourable to all the maritime powers ; but their solid 
advantages were the prize of the most industrious. 


SECTION XIL 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The kingdom of Great Jfoitain was involved in a civil 
war, which was rather the effect of the natural course of 
aflairs than of the great abuses of royal power, or of.eny 
systematic plan pursued by the oppositioiit Afier the de* 

*3 
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stmctlob of the higher class of the nobility and of the pro- 
perty of the citizens which took place during the civil wars, 
and the consequent immoderate elevation of the power of 
the crown, the prosperous age of Elizabeth conferred ex- 
traordinary opulence on the commons, who, during the 
reigns of James and Charles, acquired the courage to em- 
ploy it for their own benefit. 

Charles. perhaps imagined that he was only exercising his 
hereditary powers, of which his pedantic father had given 
him ideas altogether erroneous^ He replied to represent- 
ations with severity ; and expected to be able to give a de- 
gree of authority to his proclamations, which the victors of 
Agincourt and Cressy would scarcely have ventured to de- 
mand. At the same time he irritated cardinal Richelieu by 
his feeble support of the French Huguenots, and Austria by 
words, though not by actions, in favour of his brother-in- 
law the elector palatine. He offended the English by his 
predilection for the Roman catholic faith ; an^l the favoured 
missionaries of that church forgot the maxims of prudence: 
one of their number proved that the pope was legitimate 
lord of England and Ireland ; another, that unless the 
Irish catholics were indulged with the unrestrained pos- 
session of their religion, they had a right to elect another 
king; and the nuncio of the queen who was a French 
princess, displayed his influence with a splendour which was 
odious in the eyes of the people. 

Queen Elizabeth, without regard to the resources of her 
successors, had alienated many of the crown estates: James 
prodigal towards his favourites; and Charles fell into 
difficulties in consequence of the disordered state of his 
financial affairs, and endeavoured to obtain money by im- 
posing taxes without the consent of the parliament. He 
manifested, on all occasions, a perseverance which was ut- 
terly destitute of foundation in system and in knowledge 
of men ; and therefor^ often showed tbafr timidity and irre- 
solution, on the appearance of opposition, which arc usimlly 
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manifested in the efforts, of a man of clouded understand- 
ing. Charl^ was magnanimous, amiable, and learned ; but 
deficient in stedlast exertion, in the gift of a sound judg- 
ment, and in the dignity and vigour necessary to the situ- 
ation in which he stood. 

Samuel Vassal!, who afterwards founded the town of 
Boston in New England, was the first member of parlia- 
ment who opposed the illegal levy of a tax on the import- 
ation of every pound or cask of certain commodities. The 
king exacted the customs, during fifteen years, without 

authority from the parliament ; an arbitrary 

A.D.1640. ^ ^ r j 1 • • 

tax was levied on ships; many feudal privi- 
leges and ancient abuses were exercised with increased seve- 
rity ; contributions and loans, called voluntary, were exacted 
by force ; soccages were arbitrarily demanded, and distri- 
buted with partiality ; the rights of pre-emption and pur- 
veyance were elercised in an offensive manner ; personal 
freedom, or ,the people’s privilege of being tried by their 
equals, and of remaining unmolested in their own houses, 
was infringed in various modes; the forms of law were dis- 
regarded by the court of star-chamber ; martial law was 
exercised in timeof peace; Englishmen were subjected to long 
and extremely injurious imprisonments, and oppressed with 
exorbitant fines ; and, to crown the whole, their rights and 
complaints were treated with neglect, and even contempt; 

From the discussions to which these grievances gave rise, 
arose others relating to the nature and origin of political 
constitutions. The nation, uncertain to whom the supreme 
power justly belonged, consulted its interests: a civil war 
arose; and, amidst the conflict of the passions, the state 
negociadons and the common rights of war were fiidlowed 
by the disappearance of all subjection, the suppression of 
the prevailing form of worship, and of all established forois 
and authorities. Enthusiasts, equally inaccessible to reas(^ 
or revelation, to ‘a seMe o£ profuiety-or any moral r^' 
straint, exercised the most irresistible influosce on 
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coulee of events. The high chi^rch sunk into rtiisery, the 
ancient nobility were degraded to the level of the mob, the 
whole constitution fell into ruin, and the king finally 
perished by the axe of the executioner. 

The horror of this deed pervaded all Europe: even 
Alexei Michailovitsch deprived the English of the commer- 
cial privileges which they had enjoyed in Russia. 


SECTION XIII. 


RUSSIA. 


A. D. 1598. 


The empire of Russia recovered slowly and with diffi- 
culty from the effects of a revolution, which had no resem- 
blance either to that of Portugal or of England. 

Fedor, the son of the czar Ivan Vasilievitsch, and the 
last prince of the family of Rurik, having died 
without male heirs, the BSjars elected Irene 
Gudenov, his widow, as successor to the •throne: but as 
she refused to accept that dignity, the patriarch of Moscow, 
the archbishop of Novogorod, the princes of the rQyal 
family, the Bojars, and all the nobility, united their votes 
in favour of Boris Gudenov, her brother. 

The new czar was honoured with embassies from Sha 
Abbas the Great, king of Persia, the emperor Rudolf the 
Second, tlie kings of the North, and the tianse towns". 
Boris, in imitation of the policy of Ivan, protected the 
commerce of Lubeck and Stralsund ; gave the same privi- 
leges to the Dutch as to the English, and allowed the Ger- 
man protestants the free exercise of their religion. He 
further encouraged commerce, by loans without interest: a 
duty of five? per cent, was levied upon all imported articles; 
but every man was permitted to export goods to the amount 
of his imports, free of duty. 

^Boris was governing his empire with wisdom 
and reputation, when Gregory Atrepieff, a 
yimng monk, conceived the project of attempting to obtain 
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possession of the throne jof Russia. Boris was accused of 
having put to death, by different methods, both the late 
czar and his brother prince Demetrius : Atrepieff per- 
sonated the latter, persuaded the vayvode of Sendomiers, 
uiid many other Polish noblemen, of the truth of his pre- 
tensions; and promised, if he should be .restored by their 
arms, to aggrandise them, and to favour the Roman catholic 
faith : many of the Bojars forsook the czar, who died of 
grief, and left the throne to his son Fedor. 

Moscow was^ conquered by the Poles, and 
A. D. 1 605. , 111 

Dmitri ascended, as was supposed, the throne 

of his fathers, and married the daughter of the vayvode of 
Sendomiers. It is on many accounts doubtful, whether the 
legitimate heir of the monarchy was not concealed under the 
name of Atrepieff : his administration was laudable ; he ma- 
nifested an exalted mind, and displayed many virtues : on the 
contrary, he appeared to prefer the customs of Poland, and 
offended the pride of some of the nobles, in such a manner 
as to occasion an insurrection which cost him his life. 

^ Wasilei Suskoi having been elected in his 

A.D.1606. , . . . 1 , 1 , 

place, another Dmitri pretended to be that 

unfortunate czar. Mo5K:owwas besieged by the Poles; and 
prince Gallitzin compelled the czar to deliver himself up 
as a prisoner, in which condition he died. 

The majority of the votes was now in favour of Vladis- 
laf Vasa, a Polish prince, who by this election would 
have been indemnified for the loss of the crown of Sweden, 
and would have become the most powerful prince in the 
north of Europe. But the same zeal for the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, the difference of the manners, and the 
haughtiness of the Poles, excited the indignation of the 
Russians. Conspiracies, treasons, and murders, filled 
Moscow with distrust and bloodshed : more than one ge- 
neral massacre involved even the commop citizens ; aud 
the treasure of thd czar was transported to \yai*saw. 
Three successive Dmitris in this manner deluded the nation. 



UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


133 


V D 1 15 great men and nobles of the empire, 

wearied with the confusions that prevailed, 
assembled for the purpose of deciding who should govern 
Russia. They passed three days in fasting and prayer ; 
and so rigorously was this ordinance observed, that even 
mothers refused their milk to sucking babes. At length 
the nobles and the deputies of the states united their votes 
in favour of a boy of fifteen. Michaila Romanoff, a son of 
the archbishop Philaretus, and grandson, by the mother^s 
side, of the czar Ivan Vasili^vitsch, was raised to the 
throne; and it was resolved that the czars should thence- 
forward be nominated from the family of Romanoff, and 
invested with the sole power of the administration. 

Michaila ascended the throne of an humiliated empire ; 
all the institutions of Ivan, and all the useful regulations 
that Boris attempted to introduce, had vanished ; the ex- 
haustion was universal, and the influence of Poland and 
Sweden predominant. The young czar con^Jucted his mea- 
sures for the restoration of the power of his kingdom, 
chiefly in a peaceable and imperceptible manner. 

About this time the Cossacks began to attach themselves 
to the Russians : a multitude of young men who wished 
only to lead an independent life, had formed these hordes 
on the shores of the Jaik and of the Caspian sea, where 
they lived under the government of an ataman, in a re- 
public without women. The czar afforded them protection, 
and many of their number at length married their captives. 

The Saporogian cossacks had collected in the region 
about the falls of the Dnepr. Lyanskoronsky, a Polish 
nobleman, whom they had chosen for their ataman, had 
conducted them into the Ukraine, and the prudent king 
Stephen Bathori had taken them into his pay : but Sigis- 
mund Vasa, and Vfadislaf in compliance with the ur- 
gent entreaties of his counsellors, endeavouring to convert 
them by force to the Roman Catholic faith, the St^orogians 
appealed to arms. Vladislaf gained one victory by arti- 
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fice, but in vain : their avenger, Chmielnitzki, the ccm* 
queror of the Polish generals, made an irruption into the 
kingdom, at the head of 100,000 savage warriors, and 
obliged the king, John Casimir Vasa, to make the peace 
of Szborow. 

The latter had the weakness to allow, this treaty to be 
^ broken; in consequence of which these free and valiant 
hordes transferred themselves to Alexei Michailovitsch, 
czar of Russia. 

Under this ^lexei, who was the father of 
Peter the Great, Russia prepared herself for 
that splendid light which was soon to blaze forth with such 
rapidity in her realm. As yet, indeed, her power was 
^ ^ ^ formidable only to the Asiatics and to her own 

subjects. Richelieu had an indistinct know- 
ledge, that an emperor and^reat duke of all Russia, Kasan, 
Astrachan, and Siberia, reigned in the North, and sent 
Tall^rand into his dominions as an ambassador : but as 
yet no ambassador remained in Moscow longer than until 
hi^ commission was completed; and Alexei could not com- 
prehend for what reason Frederick von Gabel wished to 
reside at his capital, on the part of Denmark. His know- 
ledge of Europe was derived from the answers that he re- 
ceived to his numerous questions from foreign merchants ; 
until he at length caused a political gazette to be translated 
into the language of his court. 

He was the first czar who sent an embassy to the emperor 
of China; and he rendered Tobolsk the staple market for 
Chinese silk, precious stones, and other manufactures. He 
endeavoured to divert the commerce of the Persians from 
its track, by way of Bassora and Haleb, and to induce 
them to adopt the way across the Caspian, up the Volgs, 
and through Russia. 

This plan was iAterrupted by the rebellion of Stenka 
Raszyn, a cossack of the D0D9 the Pugatsoheff of bis ago# 
Raszyn corrupted Jbe army, chiefly by promising to restoJ^o 
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the ancient liturgy^ and to abolish that which had been re-^ 
fbi^med by the patriarch Nikon : ‘but his designs were be- 
^trayed by the ataman, and he was put to death by being 
quartered. 

SECTION XIV* 

THE TURKS. 


While the czar was combating the hereditary barbarism 
of his people, the empire of the Turks was falling to de- 
cay* Under Achmed the Fir^t, Egyptian rebels, for the 
first time, carried the head of the pacha about on a spear. 
Distinguished qualities, no longer the means of advance- 
ment, now only served to expose their possessors to de- 
struction ; and the welfare of the provinces was sacrificed 
to avaricious courtiers. 


The Turkish nation, or soldiery, for that people never 
coalesced with the inhabitants* of the eountry, remained 
inaccessible to all improvements in the art^of war, and to 
all the progress of European civilization* Their language, 
which is intermixed with a^great number of Arabic, Persic, 
and Zagay words, has different characters for the use’ of 
the common people, the merchant, the man of learning, 
and the statesman : there are no characters for the vowels, 
and the thirty-three consonants have only seventeen cha- 
racters to express them* Every district has its peculiar 
dialect* The books of the Europeans thus remained sealed 
to the Turks ; and the literature of the latter equally unin- 
telligible to the former. The Turks fell into a state of de- 
cline, not so much from degeneracy, as because they re- 
mained stationary* 


A.D. 1616. 
A.D. 1617. 
A. D; 1623/ 


The effeminate Achmed died in his twenty- 
seventh year, from the consequencess of ex- 
cess. tlis brother Mustafa was excluded from 
the throne on account of his imbecility;, and 
Osman, the son of Achmed, put to death, be- 
cause he attempted to govern with vigour. 
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and to enforce strict military discipline. At last, however, 
Morad the Fourth, the conqueror of Bagdad, reduced the 
janissaiies to order : he was the last great padisha in the 

. Ottoman family, but died at an early period, 

A.D. 1640. • , , . • TT- , , 

exhausted by intemperance. His brother 

Ibrahim was put to death in the same year in which 

the Christian powers concluded their thirty years’ war, 

from which the Sublime Porte reaped no ad- 

A.D. 1648. ^ 

vantage. 

SECTION XV. 

CONCLUSION. 

Such was the situation of Europe at the period when 
the family of Habsburg, exhausted by its own efforts, was 
obliged to submit to the vexatious conditions which France, 
with the assistance of Sweden and of the protestant party 
in Germany, was Enabled to impose: and from that time 
Lewis the Fourteenth assumed the ascendancy. 

Remote states had also undergone violent comipotions; 
but Portugal was content under the sovereignty of a native 
king; and the Porte was occupied in consuming the na- 
tural resources of her beautiful provinces, in sloth and 
dfeminacy. On the other hand, it was impossible to cal- 
culate what might be the future power of England ; and 
none but Frederick William foresaw the formidable great- 
ness to which Russia would attain. 

During the one hundred and fifty years of the supe- 
riority of the house of Habsburg, a number of great men, 
called into existence by Providence exactly at the time and 
place in which their powers would be most effective,, had 
decided the direction of human affairs : these illustrious 
individuals'had shown themselves at the head of simple and 
leeble nations; and had proved that virtue, which is at 
our command, is more effective than power, which is dis- 
tributed by the hand of blind fortune. 
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BOOK XXII. 

THAT PERIOD DURING WHICH THE KINGS OF FRANCE 
POSSESSED A PREDOMINANT INFLUENCE IN THE 
AFFAIRS OF EUROPE. A. D. l648 1740. 


SECTION L 

LEWIS THE GREAT. 

the period when the peace of the Pyrenees put an end 
to the contest between France and Spain, 
which was a kind ^of appendage to the thirty 
years^ war, Lewis the Fourteenth was th the twenty-first 
year of his age. Cardinal Mazarin was stiU at the head of 
government, and now administered it in peace : the last 
civil war, if the commotions of the Frondeurs are to be 
called by that name, having been extinguished, he was 
neither employed in pursuing any immediate schemes, nor 
in looking forward to any far-sighted plans of policy ; but 
was performing the farce to the great tragedy which was 
going on in England. 

Lewis the Fourteenth was incited by ambition to the pur- 
suit of a particular species of greatness, which he displayed 
in the course of fifty-four years, the period 

A.D. J661— 1715. . , . I , . , ^ . 

during which he reigned without a prime 
minister. This passion was the source of all the benefits 
that he conferred on the arts and sciences, as well as of 
his ruinous conquests ; of the wars by which Europe was 
convulsed during so many years, and in the course of which 
the most solemp treaties were violated, and the most splendid 
exploits and thd basest of crimes performed by his com- 
“land. It was a great misfortune that this king was igno- 
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rant and destitute of just principles ; for the courage to un- 
dertake great and useful enterprises, provided they had 
also been such as would have added to his importance, 
would not have been wanting to him ; and he would have 
made a better choice of generals and ministers in his latter 
years. 

Although France had been in general so ill governed, 
and so frequently torn to pieces by civil wars, yet no pro- 
vince had been lost since the ancient wars with England ; 
and an age of conquest had ^gain opened its career. The 
military fame of Turenne and Cond4 was unrivalled, except 
by Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, the great elector 
of Brati^enbuf'g, and the imperial general Montecuculi. 
After the retirement or decease of these commanders, the 
marshal ot Luxemburg displayed his extraordinary talents 
for marches and encampments, and was followed by the in- 
genious ^atinat, and the clear-sighted marshal de Villars. 
Feuquieres, who was a prodigy of military learning, per- 
fected the art of war by his rigid criticisms. War was a 
kind of mechanical employment to Maurice, prince of 
Orange, who raised it to an art : but Gustavus and the 
generals of Lewis placed it in the rank of the sciences. Lou- 
vois, the king’s minister of war, rendered his master odious 
to foreign powers by his haughtiness; but in other respects 
he was extremely useful in the maintenance of order and 
obedience among the rival commanders, and was superior 
to many prejudices and petty passions. Vauban displayed 
an entirely new method of fortification ; and the repose of 
these provinces in which’, during foreign wars, the ex- 
hausted forces of France are recruited, is owing to the for- 
tresses which he secured by the most impregnable bulwarks. 

The art of negociation was never confided to more able 
hands : what would Estrades and d’ Avaux not have efiected, 
if the prejudices of their master had not withheld them 
from following reasonable principles ? * • 

-While the possessor 'Of Fotosi: was beemning needy, the 
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finances of France were administered by Colbert: I am 
deeply indebted to your majesty,” 'said the dying Mazarin ; 
“ but I think I am repaying a part of the debt by making 
you acquainted with Colbert.” The expenditure at this 
time exceeded the revenue by nine millions: the latter 
amounted to one hundred and fifty-six millions, and the 
naval force was almost annihilated. The king carried on 
two great, wars during the administration of Colbert, and 
maintained a fleet of one hundred ships of the line : but 
the finances were afterwards ^exhausted by proceedings 
which took place subsequent to the death of this minister. 

Colbert, who zealously endeavoured to acquire the sup- 
port of public opinion, (a fortunate object of ambition in a 
minister,) began to diminish the amount of many of the 
taxes, and to abolish several of the most oppressive. He 
was, however, not less mindful of the voice of posterity; 
and either on that account, or*|ierhaps i>ecause he was se- 
cure of the success of his well-calculated measures, he did 
not suffer himself to be misled by senseless or interested 
censures. France now displayed, in a higher degree than 
ever, the astonishing powers of its numerous populatibn, 
its ancient cultivation, its fine climate, its fertile soil, and 
the peculiar intelligence and taste of the nation: the bril- 
liant undertakings of artists, and the most refined taste^ 
were encouraged by the court. 

When the minister, under the conviction that the French 
would be peculiarly successful in these pursuits, appeared 
to give them especial encouragement, he was assailed with 
the reproach that he governed the kingdom as though it 
a great leasehold estate, whereas it had formerly been rer 
garded as an extensive fief; that he gave precepts relating 
to affairs which were better understood by the private indi- 
viduals whom they 'concerned; that while he forbade the 
exportation of corn, in order to reduce its price, and jby 
that means to * enable the manufacturers of France to .pro- 
duce their gooda at a lower rate than they teo|ild<he 
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by their rivals, he was in fact diminishing the productive- 
ness of agriculture, the first of all the arts ; and that it 
Would be better to exert the courage necessary for a 
thorough reform in the finances, and in the manner of 
levying the taxes. Many of these remarks had an appear- 
ance of truth ; others were the expression of party spirit, 
or of erroneous theories. The solution of the question, 
whether the prohibition of exporting corn was a measure 
of sound policy, depends <5n a multitude of temporary and 
local circumstances ; but wp may safely conclude that the 
individual who gave his countrymen the pre-eminence and 
the reputation of excellence in delicate manufactures, who 
thus increased the national wealth almost without limits, 
and by such means improved the financial situation of the 
state, deserved at least the gratitude of his countrymen. 
We must, in judging of Colbert’s merits, consider merely 
what he was, an<^what he might possibly have been, ac- 
cording to the^ degree in which the maxims of political 
economy were developed at that period : we must also re- 
collect that he was the subject of a despotic and prodigal 
monarch; and was frequently compelled to abandon the 
most beneficial measures, and to procure immense sums in 
a short time, by the best means in his power, for the exi- 
gencies of the court and the army. 

In addition to these instruments and auxiliary resources, 
Lewis employed other means of influencing the public 
opinion of his own age and of posterity, which had been 
utterly overlooked by Philip and Ferdinand, though em- 
ployed by Pericles, Augustus, and the Medici. It is agreed 
on all hands that the motive of Lewis’s actions was ambi- 
tion : but he considered genius and intelligence as important 
instruments for the execution of his plans; and patronized 
authors who have transmitted his fame and their native Ian 
guage to the limits of time and of our earth, and in whose 
writings his envious rivals were compelfed to read with ad- 
miration the brilliant commemoration of his praise; The 
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influence of the latter extended to a much wider sphere 
than that of his armies : lie rendered his nation the arbiter 
in matters of wit and taste ; renewed the fame of Greece in 
a despotic kingdom, and attracted innumerable foreigners 
to the place in which every thing was full of the majesty of 
Lewis. In this respect Colbert manifested . that he had 
either excellent advisers or an extraordinary understand- 
ing : he introduced a living tongue to the honours of 
the Latin language, in which men of learning had hitherto 
been accustomed to write; and^opened the way for an en- 
tirely new career of public affairs, and for a more rapid 
progress of civilization. 

We cannot help remarking, in recalling the names of 
Sidney, Locke, Newton, and Leibnitz, that the most im- 
portant authors of the age of I^ewis the Fourteenth were 
not only not his pensioners, but, for the greater part, ap- 
peared among his enemies. These were Ae men who ex- 
erted themselves for the well-being of humap nature, who 
displayed extraordinary patriotism, and attained the greatest 
advancement in science : but it is the most eloquent rather 
than the most profound authors who obtain the greatest re- 
putation and produce the most extensive effect, because 
their works are the most extensively read. Hence the art 
of pleasing, taught in perfection by the writers of good 
taste in the French nation, has been the chief means of 
opening a way by which the culture of later times has gained 
access to the heads and hearts of all classes of men* 

This kind of merit belongs to Pascal, whose writings 
display at once all the vigour and refinement of which the 
French language is susceptible; to the majestic Bossuet, 
whose passions we are tempted to excuse in consideration 
of his genius, as Fenelon forgave tliern ; to Fenelorf, whose 
attractive graces would be borrowed by virtue herself, if 
she condescended to dwell among mortals. Who does not 
lecall .the antique elegance and correctness of Despreaii 
Boileau; the lofty flight which Corneille took above the 
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barbarism which surrounded him ; the perfection of Racine ; 
and the original genius of Moliere and La Fontaine? 
These distinguished authors stood in the place of the great 
poets who among most nations preceded the age of more 
accurate science, and kindled among them the spark of the 
light of philosophy. Their example, lik,e an electric shock, 
disturbed the North of Europe from the uniform studies 
pursued in the universities. 

SECTION 11. 

SPAIN. 

A few years after the expiration of the mi- 

A.D.1665. . r ^ 1 1 

nonty of Lewis the Fourteenth, died Fhilip 

the Fourth of Spain ; who had lost Portugal, Rousillon, 

Artois, and the Dutch Netherlands ; and who was happy in 

not also forfeiting Catalonia, and in succeeding at length 

in reconciling the Dutch. 

Since the expulsion of the Moors and the long course of 
oppression to which Spain had been subjected, the popu- 
lation of that country had evidently declined : the villages 
were abandoned, agriculture and manufactures neglected; 
the ancient conduits constructed by the Moorish kings in 
arid districts fell to decay, and their cisterns became choked 
up. Grenada, in which province the seed yields twenty-four 
fold, sometimes produced scarcely more than the subsistence 
of four months for its own inhabitants. The manufacto- 
ri^ of silk, which had annually consumed 1,500,000 
pounds of that material, aqd those of wool, diminished* 
The principles of commerce were so little understood, that 
the importation of raw silk was forbidden, while that of 
the manufactured article was allowed : for the only object 

of the proprietors of 'mulberry plantations? 

• 1 650 * _ _ * 1 

was to make the more industrious nations pay 

a# dearly as possible for their silk. 

Meanwhile the royal council employed itself in takiug 
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tbe patronage of Spain from the apostle Sen Jago, and 
conferring it on the holy Theresa; the ancient reputation 
of the apostle was nevertheless maintained, until the arms 
of the prince of Cond6 defeated the Spaniards at Rocroy; 
when it was thought advisable, at least, to give him the 
archangel Michael as a coadjutor. Under 
the reign of Philip the Fourth, the triumphal 
place of Grenada was adorned; it was dedicated not' to 
Ferdinand and Isabella, but to the Virgin Mary, whose 
statue was irreverently troddeg under foot by some circum- 
cised blasphemers. 

The kingdom, at the death of Philip the Fourth, fell 
under the factious minority of Charles the Second. 

SECTION III. 

PORTUGAL. 

In Portugal also, Don Alonzo had succeeded to the 

„ throne of his father at too early a period ; and 

A.D.1654. ^ , 

displayed in the tervour of Ins youth, a turn 

of thinking which the Jesuits could hardly hope to conlroul 

with absolute sway. Father Vieira soon prophesied that his 

kingdom would not endure: Don Pedro, the king's more 

artful brother, was irritated against him, under pretence of 

secret ill services. The first minister, count Castellomelhor, 

a man of courage, virtue, and genius, was accused of a 

design to poison Don Pedro ; and was compelled, together 

with his worthy friend, Henry of Miranda, to quit the 

kingdom. The first lord of the cabinet, D(hi M»Buel 

Antunas, was afterwards removed out of the way. Souza 

Macedo, the secretary of state, a man equally venerable 

for his age and merit, was so ill treated by the queen, who 

had taken the part of Don Pedro, that even the council 

of state made representations on the subject; upon which 

the adverse part^ raised a tumult,^ stormed the palaee of 

Stmza, and compelled him to save himself hgr j9ight. 
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When the king had thus been deprived of all his faithful 
servants and abandoned to his own inexperience, the ca- 
pital requested a convocation of the states of the kingdom. 
This measure, during the present disturbances, appeared to 
be attended with hazard; upon which the states entered 
into a confederation against his government. The queen 
betook herself to a convent; a physician, a surgeon, and 
some venal wretches, were bribed to spread a report that 
AlodS^o was incapable of procreation ; and a popular insur- 
rection followed, in which ^Don Pedro was proclaimed 
regent of the kingdom. 

The deserted king was compelled to sign an act, in 
which he renounced the crown by virtue of his unlimited 
power.” The Jesuit Fernandez endeavoured to persuade 
him that the infant was acting in the most brotherly man- 
ner, and was only anxious for the preservation of the king- 
dom ; that the whole of these misfortunes proceeded from 
the people ; and that the moment of revenge would soon 
arrive. Yes,”* replied the king, << vengeance will come 
A at a future time be seen, 

* that I have not deserved this fate.” 

The dethroned prinee lived sixteen years in castles, 
■where he was closely guarded : his brother had the title of 
regent; but all power was really in the hands of father 
Acunha. Within seven days after the deposition of 
Alonzo, his wife, a princess of the house of Savoy, mar- 
ried his brother : thus the Jesuits punished the imprudence 
of their enemy by the crimes of their friend. 

Spain was unable to take advantage of these disorders. 

SECTION IV. 

GERMANY. 

The second, or imperial branch of the house of Habsburg, 
found its power extr^ely circumscribed by the privileges 
which the peace of Westphalia had awarded to the state* 
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of the empire, and by the power which it conferred on 
certain great families. 

The power of the empire and the freedom of the people 
had suffered equally. 

In ancient times, the kings and other sovereign princes 
supported their expenses by the produce of their own de- 
mesnes ; but after the emperors had lost that resource, the 
public exigencies were supplied by Homan months^ a cer- 
tain number of which were usually decreed by the diet. 
These months are a substitute for the contingent of men 
and horses, which every state was obliged by the ancient 
constitution to furnish, when the king of the Germans took 
his journey to Rome to receive the imperial crown. The 
contingents had been imposed according to the relative 
capabilities of the several powers, which had undergone so 
great a change since that period, that while some of them 
contributed hardly any thing, others were oppressed with a 
burden wl\ich they were scarcely able to bear : for the same 
imposition continued to be levied from the possessor, even 
when the possession and the wealth were greatly diminished 
or indefinitely nugruented. Every prince when his pro- 
vincial sovereignty was confirmed, wished for a splendid 
court and ministry ; for which purposes the ordinary con- 
tributions were insufficient. The nobles at first relieved 
these necessities, by consenting to a tax on land, cattle, 
and goods, for a limited time, and with a provision that it 
should not be rendered a precedent for customary exactions 
in future. By degrees the excise was introduced. 

The different countries were in an extremely exhausted 
state. During the war, Wirtemberg alone had paid 
59,000,0000 florins in extraordinary imposts, and had lost 
58,000 families; and it»vtqj^ilory now contained 249,000 
acres of arable land,^ |(^0l^1acres of vineyard, and 24,000 
acres of pasture, which were entirely uncultivated and 
abandoned. The to^n of Minden, containing 600 house- 
holds, had paid in three years the suhi oT^58,000 imperial 
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states and subjects of their dominions, in the exercise of all 
powers established by custom, ahd that those classes should 
be held obliged to fulfil all the compacts and alliances of 
their master ; that none of their complaints on such mat- 
ters should be received either in the imperial court or in the 
aulic council; and that no ancient rights or decisions of tlic 
empire should b*e valid against this regulation. The em- 
peror Leopold the First refused, indeed, to sanction this 
proposal ; but all these, and still greater demands, became 
gradually the established custom, at least in the more ex- 
tensive dominions, under the protection of the maxims of 
provincial sovereignty. Hence arose standing armies; the 
authority of the provincial states declined ; the imposts were 
arbitrarily augmented, and partially distributed ; and pa- 
triotism and public sj)irit extinguished. 

The diet consisted of the very individuals against whom 
the nation had the chief cause bf complaint; and the seats 
in the imperial tribunal were filled by assessors, who were 
in the pay of the same persons. The name of German 
freedom was usurped by an aristocracy which exercised the 
most mischievous' influence on the condition of the people. 

JKven Frederick William was rather highly esteemed by 
his equals than beloved by his own countrymen; but his 
government was regretted, when succeeding princes, pos- 
sessed of r)owers still more unlimited, governed in a yet 
more arbitrary manner. His heroic reputation on the 
other hand, produced in the people of Brandenburg an 
elevated public feeling, which was ultimately converted 
into national power. 

The imperial diet, which still continued in existence. 


A. D. 1662 . 


was soon afterwards assembled on account of 
a war with Turkey. 


^ ^ ^ The aulic council had a short time before 
acquired its present form. 

ThjB empire raised itself by degrees, not indeed to its 
former freedom, but to a degree of importance in the affairs 


E 2 



148 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


ot Europe, which was determined by the position wliich 
the most powerful members in its coniUsed mass clmse t)n 
each occasion to assume. 

SECTION V. 

CHRISTIAN AND CHARLES GUSTAVUS. 

Charles Gustavus, king of Sweden, recalled the re- 
membrance of the exploits of Gustavus Adolphus. His 
kingdom had been considerably enlarged, even before the 
peace of Westphalia: Christian the Fourth, king of Den- 
mark, having suffered himself^ in his advanced age, to be 
deluded into a war with the Swedes, whose military affairs 
were in an excellent state of preparation, was compelled to 

A D 1645 them, by the treaty of peace con- 

cluded at Bremsebroe, the provinces of Jem- 
teJand, Harjedal, and Halland. * Those incorporations, by 
which the Swedish territory was rendered more compact, 
gave that kingdom an increase of internal strength, com- 
mensurate with the influence which it had obtained in the 
affairs of Germany, by the acquisition of Bremen and Po- 
merania. % 

The Swedish nation, which was roused to activity in 
every department, became more enterprising in its com- 
mercial pursuits ; and obtained by means of this treaty an 
exemption from the tolls on its commodities in the Sound 
and the Belt. The Swedes wished to be no longer depend- 
ent on the monopoly of the Hanse towns, which returned 
the raw products of Sweden into their own harbours in a ma- 
nufactured state; and they encouraged Germans and Dutch- 
men to settle in their country, whose industry and temper- 
ance might set an example to their own people. SwedeiL 
however, never became so eminent In sucfi pursuits as iu 
arms : the superiority of Holland was too decided Icr 
compelition; and Ejigland unexpectedly acquired the 
niost rank among commercial nations. 
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These occurrences took place under queen Christina, who 
was heiress of the throne of Gusiavus Adolphus : her sub- 
jects were great in the simple habits of soldiers and peasants ; 
powerful by the force of virtue; and respectable for their pa- 
triotism ; but not adapted for that splendid dissipation 
which was suited^ to the taste of the young qiieein Chris- 
tina, induced either by disgust, or by the desire ol' distinc- 
tion, took the resolution of abandoning her 
AD. 1654. ° . 

ijovernment. 1 lie honest JJalecarhans in vam 

begged her to be content ^^%still to be the fore-horse 
she became a catholic in order to be able to reside at Rome. 
She lived thirty-hve years afterwards; but her restless 
spirit rendered every mode of life burdensome U) her by 
turns: order and moderation never appeared of suflScient 
importance in the eyes of this celebrated woman, whose 
genius was of no ordinary stamp. 

Her fathcr\s ihrone was now ascended by the son of his 
sister, Charles Gustav us, count palatine at Deuxponts 
Kleeburg, whose patrimonial inheritance consisted only of 
two castles, one hamlet, ni’ie villages and a half, but who 
afterwards shook the whole north of Europe., John Casi- 
mir Vasa, king of Poland, protested against his succession 
to the throne; and Frederick the Third, king of Denmark, 
thought this a good opportunity for recovering the do- 
minions N^hicfi his father had lost. The young lu ro quitted 
Sweden, expelled the king of Poland, besieged Coponha- 
jren; rushed like an irresistible mountain torr nt over the 
territories of his enemies, and conquered the highly im- 
portant and fertile provinces of Balms, Blekiiigien, and 
Schonen, and the island of Riigen. Frederick renounced 
these countries in the treaties of Roschild and Copenhagen; 
and John Casimir vyas well satisfied with having lost Only 
the rest of Livonia, and the feudal superiority of Prussia 
^ ^ ^ hy-th|; treaties of Oliva, and with renouncing 
all claim to the throne* of Sweden. Charles 
Gustavus would have proceeded much farther, but Holland 
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would not allow any single power to acquire the sole master- 
ship of the Baltic. This vexatious circumstance cost the 
hero his life, at the end of his thirty-eighth year. This was 
also the age of Gustavus Adolphus at the time of his death. 

In consequence of the war which he had carried on (for 
the above-mentioned treaties were concluded after his 
death), the elector of Brandenburg became independent 
duke of Prussia, and the king of Denmark absolute sove- 
reign of his dominions. 

SECTION VI. 

THE NORTH, SUBSEQUENTLY TO THE TIME OF CHARLES 

THE TENTH. 

Frederick William the Great had concluded an alli- 
ance with Sweden against Poland, in order to oblige the 
Poles to purcliase his friendship at a high price : for it was 
contrary to his interests to suffer the kings of Sweden, to 
become powerful in Poland. By this measure he obtained 
the dominions of Lawenburg and Biitow, in Cassubia, 
and the independence of his part of Prussia, which from 
that time became as flourishing and populous as it had been 
in the best times of the Teutonic order. 

In Denmark, the unfortunate issue of the last war was 
ascribed to the factious spirit of the nobles. The nation 
desired a king with sufficient |X)wer to recall the ancient 
times, in which they were all-powerful in Scandinavia. 
Not only all the authority that a commander needs for the 
defence of a country, was conferred on Frederick the 
Third, but absolute power was at length declared here- 
ditary in his family ; and there remained no fundamental 
law except that by which he now regulated the succession. 

^ Charles the Eleventh, who became king of 

Sweden in the fifth year of. his age, was ill- 
educated under the guardianship of his mother, Hedwig of 
Holstein. His instruction consisted in the subjection of 
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his will, in perseverance in resolutions most unwisely 
adopted, and in the art of dissimulation, lie was a man 
of great strength, and expert in bodily exercises ; but he 
could scarcely read; he understood nothing of military 
affairs, and possessed no principles in matters of finance. 
The kingdom of Poland declined more and more. Polish 
Prussia was discontented because the appeals from the tri- 
bunals of that country were referred to foreign colleges,* 
which paid no regard to the constitution of the counti^* 
The dissidents, comprising a considerable portion of the 
Polish nation, were irritated lo the utmost }^itcli of indig- 
nation : an edict declared the doctrine of the Socinians, or 
Unitarians, to be a crime against God ; and proceedings, 
such as might have been afterwards adopted towards the 
other classes of dissidents, were commenced against them. 
The king was unable to resist the Cossacks, over whom the 
Poles had no superiority in respect of military science ; 
whereas the former had the advantage over their enemies 
in their habits of life^. King Michael Viesnovitzky was 
^ ^ ^ obliged to promise the Turks an annual tri- 

bute of 22,000 ducats. 


John Casimir, w'ho was the last king of the 
male line of Vasa,, had abandoned the crown 
in order to enjoy a more quiet and agreeable life, and died 
in a convent at Paris: upon which, after a long interval. 


A.D. 16^9. 


the above-mentioned Michael, who was a na- 
tive Piast, was elected to the sovereignty. 


SECTION VII. 

MOHAMMED THE FOURTH^ 

The padisha, Mohammed the Fourth, stood more in 
awe of the janissaries, who within the last twenty-seven 
years had murdered three of his predecessors, than of the 
nations against whom he was engaged in hostilities. The 
J^eduction of the power of this corps, seems to have been 
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his chief object in carrying on war during upwards of 
twenty years against the Venetians, and twice declaring it 
against the emperor Leopold. The emulation of the Ger- 
mans and French was the principal cause of the decisive 
victory gained by the imperial general Montecuculi, on the 
l>anks of the Raab, near the village of St. Gothard, over 
the grand visier Mahmed Kiuperli, the most skilful officer 
*in the l^urkish service. The Porte was compelled by this 
occurrence to conclude the treaty of Teineswar, by which it 


A. D.1664. 


gave up to the emperor, Szathmar-Nemethi, 
Neitra, and Gutta. 


The Turks displayed before Candia that national vi- 
gour to which they owed their former greatness, and which 
even now only stood in need of proper guidance. The 
walls of this Venetian city were assailed by the largest pieces 
of artillery that had been seen in this century ; and parallels 
were drawn in the trenches,* a proceeding vvliich had never 
before been adopted. The war cost them 200,000 mejp ; 
but they at length made themselves masters of the 


A.p. 1669. 


ruins of Candia, and of the whole island of 
Crete. 


It thus appears that neither the cabinet of the Escurial, 
nor the divided and enfeebled empire of Germany, was able 
to undertake any important enterprise against the ascend- 
ancy of Lewis the Fourteenth : his allies of Lisbon, Stock- 
holm, and Constantinople were liable to stand in need of 
his assistance ; but this was prevented by the weakness of 
Denmark, the decay of Poland, the hitherto inactive bar- 
barism of Russia, the insignificancy of the power of Bran- 
denburg, and the exhausted resources of the emperor and 
pf the Venetians. 
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SECTION Vlll. 

SWITZERLAND AND HOLLAND. 

The Swiss confederacy concluded an alii- 

A. D. 1663. . 

ance with J^ewis. liiis nation was too little 

unanimous, and the governments, which were becoming 

more arist;ocratical, were not sufficiently secure of tlie suj)- 

port of their subjects, to excite any apprehension on the 

part of their neighbours : it was only necessary to respect 

their national independence. 

The Dutch formed their constitution on the model of that 
of Switzerland. Frederick Heniy, the old prince of 
Orange, equally respectable for his virtues and his political 
talents, and content with his constitutional authority, was 
now deceased. This event was soon succeeded by the peace 
of Westphalia; upon which the States-general reduced their 
army to less than thirty thousand men : this proceeding 
displeased the stadtholder, William the Second, the son of 
Frederick Henry, who ventured to imprison six of the de- 
puties as they were repairing to that assembly, and endea- 
voured to make himself master of Amsterdam. The prince, 
however, died in the midst of this idle and unworthy at- 
tempt at tyranny, and his son, William the Third, wa« 
born after his <lecease. 

As the Dutch were now at peace, they resolved to abolish 
the stadtholdership : every city was governed by its own 
magistracy, and the affairs of the wliole community were 
administered by the states-general. The manners of the 
people were republican : John de Wytt, the grand pen- 
sionary of Holland, who had the chief influence in the 
commonwealth, lived like a private citizen, attended by only 
a single servant. The admiral de Ruyter was never seen 
in a carriage ; but was observed, on returning from a naval 
victory, to carry his own portmanteau from the vessel to 
his house. 
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Notwithstanding all this moderation, the affairs of the 
republic were not prosperously conducted ; because^ in the 
appointments to public offices, more regard was paid to the 
families than to the qualifications of the candidates. The 
military spirit was lost in the pursuits of commerce, and 
nothing remained of the ancient victories but the bare re- 
membi’ancc of them ; by which Holland was so dazzled, 
that she ventured to offend even Lewis the Fourteenth. 

SECTION IX. 

CROMWELL. 

The commonwealth of England, after the execution of 
the king, displayed a preternatural vigour, like the violent 

A D 165 J paroxysm of a fever. Oliver 

Cromwell, who had overturned the throne, 
and who, under the title of protector, reigned with greater* 
AD 16^4 than a king, vanquished Holland, and 

compelled the Dutch vessels to strike their 
flags to those of England : the northern courts respected 
his power, and the republics of Switzerland and Venice 
sought his friendship ; Cardinal Mazarin acknowledged 
him, and did not venture, even after Jiis death, to show 
respect to the exiled son of the unfortunate king. He took 
the island of Jamaica from the Spaniards : the sheriff ot 
Morocco treated him with reverence ; and the rabbi Ma- 
nasseh Ben Israel, pleaded before him the cause of 
people. Cromwell, who before his fortieth year was scarcely 
distinguished in the crowd of the country gentlemen, gave 
the English nation excellent laws, obtained for it power, 
fame, and tranquillity, and became the equal and the terror 
of the greatest potentates. 

The peaceable disposition of Richard Cromwell was not 
^ equal to the conduct of great; affairs, and he 

quickly laid down the protectorate. Eanabert 
was forming schemes for getting possession of the 
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power, when general Monk declared against him. Tliomas 
Fairfax, the old champion in the cause of liberty, who had 
always endeavoured to promote the freedom of his country, 
regardless of his private interests, perceived the design 
of Lambert, and rose" up against him, seconded by all the 
strength of Yorkshire. A.s soon as the name of Fairfax 
was heard again in the field, a great part of the army 
hastened to his standard; and while the commission which 
had been nominated on tlie abdication of Richard Crom- 
well to protect the liberty of t^e people, were summoning 
the commons, Fairfax prevailed on Monk, who was either 
undecided or dilatory, to declare for the restoration of a 
regular constitution. Charles the Second, son of Charles 
the First, with his two brothers, the dukes of Gloucester 
and York, were invited by a deputation to leave the Hague 
and repair to England. 

The parliament immediately ’acknowledged Charles the 
Second as the legitimate and hereditary sovereign of the 
realm. The administration of the government and the 
liberty of the people were regulated by new laws, designed 
to render the power of the throne and the influence of the 
nobility and of the people equiponderant in the constitution : 
the king was sufficiently powerful to be formidable to the 
enemies of the state, though not to his own subjects ; and 
consistency and moderation pervaded every department of 
the state. The person of the king was declared inviolable, 
because a principal member of the constitution would other- 
wise have been deprived of freedom. It was also declared, 
that no law should be enacted without the express consent 
of all the three estates ; that no law could exist without the 
concurrence of parliament, nor any parliament without the 
king. The lords were also reinstated in their former pri- 
vilege, as hereditary^embers of the upper house. 

The right of petition was confirmed to the people, but 
with, limitations which were intended to prevent it from 
being exercised in an imperative or tumultuary manner. 
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Every private person is secured by the act of Habeas 
Corpus from being imprisoned, either by the king or 
his ministers, or in any other manner than by the verdict 
of a jury of his peers. Tlie judges were rendered more in- 
dependent of the executive power ; and all privileges arising 
from feudal claims, or from the practice of. the star-chamber, 
abolished : in compensation for the former of which the 
king was pn sented with the customs, a tax upon' wine, and 
fifteen pence upon every cask of beer. The excise was 
thus rendered per]ietual ; a tax which is considered by 
many authors as the most reasonable of all, but which is 
the most obnoxious to the people, from the manner in 
which it is levied, the number of persons employed in its 
collection, the vexations attendant on the right of search, 
and especially because the legal actions arising from its 
operation are not determined by a jury : the latter are sup- 
posed to be capable of deciding according to the ancient 
common law of the land ; and the excise is of more modern 
origin than the common law. 

The military department remained entirely under the 
controul of tlie king: but it was enacted, that a militia of 
a certain force should be balloted in each district, every 
third year, and exercised in arms. 

One of the most important points was the confirmation 
of the act of navigation, passed by Cromwell. The pro- 
tector was induced by dislike of the sugar colonies, which 
were chiefly of the royalist party, and the parliament by 
jealousy of the Dutch, to pass a law by which all foreign 
ships were forbidden to trade with any of the British plan- 
tations and colonies; or to convey to England itself any 
other commodities than such as were the products of the 
country to which the vessel belongs ; it was also added, 
that the third part, at least, of the ship^s company, must be 
^English sulyects. This law created thp iiaval power, the 
‘bulwark of England!! and gave rise to that accurate know- 
ledge of the ocean and that extensive commerce^ the 
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school of naval skill, which are at the same time the cause 
and the result of national industry, the great pursuit and 
the vital support of the English people. It was a thunder- 
stroke to the northern powers and to Holland. But at 
length the Danes obtained by treaty permission to convey to 
England any of the productions which come to them down 
the Elbe ; the Swedes, those of the sea-coast ; and the Dutch, 
all such as pass through their hands in the way of com- * 
mission. 

The colonies arose to importance together with the fleet* 
Virginia acquired fresh life the number of emigrants. 
New York and the neighbouring islands were taken from 
the Dutch. A number of puritans who fled from perse- 
cution, and disdained to remain any longer in their native 
country since they had lost the ascendancy in her govern- 
ment, who were rigid in their private manners and in- 
tolerant towards opinions different from their own ; the vir- 
tuous William Penn, who was disgusted with the wars and 
corruptions of Europe and anxious to provide an asylum 
for innocence ; the restless Shaftesbury, who had perplexed 
the affairs of his own country by his ambition ; together 
with Lord Baltimore and many other noblemen, impelled 
by the desire of riches, fame, or adventures, and discon- 
tented with the king, the nation, Europe, and themselves, 
betook themselves to North America, in order to live 
among Englishmen and according to English manners, 
out of England. Thus the gates of the new world were 
opened to the citizens of oppressed nations, who were in- 
tolerant of restraint. The spirit of the independents, as 
displayed in the earliest laws of Connecticut, showed what a 
character the colonies were likely to assume in future times. 
According to this code, all kings are the enemies of God 
and of human nature ; and every citizen was obliged to 
take an oath, that he would never acknowledge a prince, 
or contribute tt) fnafintain a parson or a priest. » 

Greht Britain and Ireland flourished under’the dominion 



158 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


of the laws. The breeding of cattle was particularly at- 
tended to ; which affords *eiiiployment and subsistence for a 
greater number of individuals than agriculture. The com- 
merce in wool advanced prodigiously : a quantity which, in 
the second year of Cromwell, was in Ireland worth two 
shillings, produced, thirty years afterward, an equal sum 
in annual interest. The exportation iricreased, in half a 
century, from six thousand to six hundred thousand pounds 
sterling. Under Charles the First the English post-office 
produced five thousand pounds; under Cromwell, forty- 
three thousand ; at the conclusion of the reign of Charles 
the Second, eighty-five thousand; and in the beginning of 
that of George the Third, four hundred and thirty-two 
thousand. 


SECTION X. 

THE WAR OF 16GT* 

Soon after the death of Philip the Fourth, king of Spain, 
whose daughter Maria Theresa had been married to Lewis 
the*Fourtcenth, under the express condition that he should 
never advance any claims in her right to the succession, 

the latter invaded the Spanish Netherlands, 
A, D. 1667. . , . 1 . .1 1 

under the pretext that the civil Jaw of Bra- 
bant was more favourable to his pretensions than that 
of any other part of the Spanish dominions. Holland was 
engaged in a war against England, and Spain in a contest 
with Portugal ; the enterprise of Lewis was totally unex- 
pected, and consequently met with no opposition. 

But a conquest of so great importance excited the jea- 
lousy of Great Britain, and Sir William Temple was dis- 
patched as ambassador to the Dutch. This negociator was 
a man of remarkably sound judgment *in business, immov- 
able in his principles, superior to all mean solicitude for his 
own interests, exclusively devoted to thfe public good,^ and 
of such well-known integrity, that he acquired imiversal 
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confidence. He persuaded the states-gener 1 to violate a 
fundamental law of their constkiUion for the common in- 
terest. The concun^ence of the Seven United Provinces 
was essentially necessary to all important political resolu- 
tions; and the French ministers calculated upon the tardi- 
ness of that body, and upon the prejudices and venality of 
some of its members: Temple, however, succeeded in 
makhig the stales-general sensible how important it was to* 
them and to all Europe to seize the present moment : they 
exceeded their powers at the hazard of their lives, and in 
three days concluded a peace and a treaty of alliance with 
England, persuaded the Swedish minister to accede to these 
transactions, and declared that their object was to restore 
the peace of Flanders. 

\ These proceedings compelled Lewis the 

Fourteenth to lay down his arms. The United 
Provinces a{)provcd the magnanimity of the states-general ; 
and the energy of a Briton thus preserved the Netherlands 
to Spain, and her bulwai'k to Holland. In the peace con- 
cluded at Aix-la-Chapelle, France obtained some fortified 
towns, hut the losses she sustained overbalanced the ad- 
vantages : Holland, now convinced how formidable a neigh- 
bour she had in the king, withdrew from her connection, 
which had been maintained ever since the foundation of the 
republic, with the court of France; and all Europe received 
a lesson on the perfidy of the latter. 

SECTION XI. 

THE WAR OF 16*72. 

A PEAL of thunder fVom a cloudless sky, to use the ex- 
pression of Sir William Temple, could not inspire greater 
terror than the irruption of Lewis the Fourteenth, now in 
alliance with Charles the Second of England, with an army 
of more than 8\),b()b men into the United Provinces, against 
which the English fleet began at the same time to commit 
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hostilities. The king in four weeks had gained possession of 
more than forty fortified places of the Dutch Netherlands, 
Guelders, Utrecht, and Overj^ssel; and had approached 
within a few miles of Amsterdam. Charles, who was ac- 
customed to deceive sometimes Lewis the Fourteenth, 
sometimes his parliament, his ministers, or his brother, and 
sometimes all of them at the same time, for the sake of pro- 
^curing money, appeared now to be desirous of delivering -the 
Engl ish from the commercial rivalshipof Holland. Chris- 
topher Galen, bishop of M'linster, who was in the interest 
of France, attacked the repifblic on the frontier of his terri- 
tory, with the fury of a Vandal. No league existed at this 
period between Holland and Austria; and Sweden had 
been again attached to the party of France. The people 
saw the most distinguished statesmen in perplexity; the 
most important offices were ill administered, from the timi- 
dity and ignorance of their possessors ; and the soldiers 
looked around them in search of a commander. The 
whole party of the house of Orange, with reanimated 
vigour, and supported by many warm friends of their coun- 
try, ^elevated William the Third to the stadtholdcrship ol 
his fathers, and declared the office hereditary in the line of 
his male successors. 

The prince was twenty-one years of age; full of desire 
to show himself worthy of his restored dignity ; and all his 
thoughts were bent upon the rescue of his country. He 
had always been extremely laborious, temperate, reserved, 
profound, possessed of immovable presence of mind, of 
unconquerable perseverance, and full of zeal for the pro- 
testant religion : he was at the same time revered by catho- 
lic courts, not excepting the papal chair itself, as the 
defender of the liberty of Europe against Lewis the Four- 
teenth ; his private life was marked by republican simplicity; 
magnificent when it was necessary to display himself; he was 
attached to few friends, but devoted to^h'em warmly, un- 
reservedly, and inviolably. His elevation seemed to give 
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iisw’ life to the United Provinces : he soon found means to 
arrest the progress of the enemy, and to unite all the 
neighbouring princes in a league against him. William had 
a great mind, and was free from suspicion, because his 
power was small. He excited the sympathy of the English 
nation against the war they were called to wage, in alliance 
with a king of France, against their brethren in religious 
belief ; and Charles the Second was obliged to make a sepa- 
rate peace, and to offer his mediation toward bringing 

about a reconciliation of the other contending 
A.D, 1674. . ^ A • • 

parties. Ihe whole house or Austria, in 

Spain and in Germany, took up arms in the cause of Dutch 

liberty: but Frederick William of Brandenburg, the great 


elector, was the first of those who marched to the assist- 
ance of the young stadtholder, the nephew of his wife, and 
the friend of Charles iEmilius, his son. 

Through the influence of the French ministers, the sove- 
reignty of Holland was offered to William : but he pre- 
ferred fame, and a life of exertion, to splendid slavery; and 
perceived the importance to which he might rise at the 
head of the enemies of Lewis. He contended against the 
power and military science of the French ; and though he 
lost ajmost every battle, he wa^so far from being con- 
quered, that Lewis was obliged to restore to the Dutch ali 
that he had taken from them. The United Provinces, in 
opposition to the wishes of their stadtholder, concluded the 
treaty of Nimeguen, the conditions of which were ex- 
^ ^ ^ ^ treniely disadvantageous to their allies. Spain 
forfeited Franche Comt 6 , or Upper Burgundy; 
but Lewis was obliged to restore Charleroi, Binch, Cour- 
tray, Oudenarde, and the greater part of the territory of AtJi. 
Frederick Wilffam was the last of the contending parties 
who laid down his arm§;. France had excited Charles the 
A.D 1679 declare war against him, contrary 

to the advice of the most intelligent mi- 
nister^ ; and the elector inflicted a severe disgrace on the 
VOL. iji. 
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fame of the Swedish arms, by surprizing them at Fehr- 
bellin. This war cost tlie Swedes more than 50,000,000 
francs : and at its conclusion, Lewis with difficulty induced 
the elector to restore to them the conquered territories ; by 
which the king offended, in the most sensible manner, the 
founders of the power of Brunswick. 

The Swedes, habituated to victory, accused the nobles, 

as the people of Denmark and Holland had forraerly done, 

as the authors of their misfortunes in the first calamitous 

war, by the limitations which they had im- 
A,D.1683. , n , ^ ■ T 

posed on the power of the king. It was 

enacted, that the council cif state should henceforward 
possess only a deliberative voice in public affairs: and the 
passions, once excited, proceeded to such an extreme in 
this direction, that the king was declared, by the clergy, 
citizens, and peasants, to be absolute and superior to all law. 
Charles revoked the crown estates which had been alienated 
to the nobility, under the pretence that the dignity of the 
kingdom did not allow the crown to be in a state of per- 
petual dependence on foreign subsidies, but in reality for 
the purpose of reducing the power of that body. 

SECTION XII. 

HISTORY or THE .PERIOD IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE 
WAR OF 1688. 

Lewis, after the peace of Nimeguen, established cham- 
bers of ro-union at Metz and Breisach, for the purpose of 
reviving some pretended privileges in the territories which 
had been ceded to him : and while he alarmed the einpii^ 
by this proceeding, he offended the pride of the Spaniards 
by compelling their ships to strike their flags to those of 
France. He made himself master of Strasbuig ; 
pied Casal, the capital of Montserrat; disturbed the Swiss 
by erecting the fpvtification of Hunihgen, near Basel; 
bombarded Luxembuig in the midst of peace* He 
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the republic of Genoa in the most vexatious and humi- 
liating manner; rendered himself odious to the papal 
court ; and revoked the edict of Nantes, by which Henry 
the Fourth had permitted freedom of religion to the French 
Calvinists. In consequence of this measure he came to be 
regarded by the protestants as a second Diocletian; and 
deprived himself of 800,000 industrious subjects, who transr 
ferred their property, their talents, and their detestation of 
Lewis, to Holland, Brandenburg, and other prdtestant 
countries. At the same time^he menaced Cadiz ; and pre- 
vented the pope from carrying into effect his plan of im- 
proving the police of the city of Rome. 

William of Orange derived the most important ad- 
vantages from these circumstances ; because every proceed- 
ing of the haughty monarch tended to convince the powers 
of Europe of the necessity of combining against his dan- 
gerous preponderance. England was indeed at this time 
under a state of oppression ; Vienna besieged, by the Turks, 
and Hungary in a state of insurrectiqn ; while in Holland 
party spirit divided the nation, and blinded the enemips of 
William to such a degree, that they would even have been in- 
clined to put the republic unc|er the power of the king, for 
the mere purpose of deposing the stadtholder. Lewis, how- 
ever, at length irritated this party against himself by promul- 
gating some commercial regulations prejudicial to their in- 
terests ; while their banished brethren in religious profession, 
drew the most terrific pictures of the cruelty of despotism. 

The court of Vienna was convinced by William, that 
the Turks could only be humbled by depriving the king of 
the power of making diversions in their favour, and of ex- 
citing the Hungarians to insurrection. They were in re- 
ality, no longer formidable by their own resources i the 
janissaries had degenerated from their former state of dis- 
cipline;. many of their number had married, and were 
engaged in occupations in which they*lvere unwiUing to be 
interrupted by war : the commanders had nothing to do but 
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to revere their master and be silent ; for since the grand 
seignor had been accustomed to shut himself up in his pa- 
lace, the only path to eminence was by unworthy flattery, 
and offices and dignities were sold by eunuchs : even the 
religion of the country had been corrupted since the time 
of Morad the Fourth. 

. Emerich Tdkdly, with other Hungarian no- 

A.D. 1685. 1111 • • 1 1 

blemen, who had been irritated to the utmost 

pitch of resentment, especially by the oppressions exercised 
on the protestants, invited Mohammed the Fourth to pro- 
tect the constitution of Hungary. Kara Mustapha, the 
grand visier^ marched with a numerous army toward Hun- 
gary ; and in a short time arrived before Vienna, the gai;- 
rison and citizens of which made an heroic defence, under 
the conduct of Rudiger von Starhemberg. John Sobiesky, 
who had become king of Poland by delivering his native 
country from the disgrace of being tributary to the Turks ; 
Charles of Lorraine, one of the best generals of the age, 
who had been expelled from his country by Lewis ; with 
John George the Third elector of Saxony; Maximilian 
Emanuel elector of Bavaria, and several other princes of 
the empire, saved Vienna from the arms of the infidels. 

This occurrence was followed by a succession of defeats, 
which cost Mohammed the Fourth his throne. In order 
to investigate the treachery which gave rise to this war, a 
tribunal was established at Eperies, which destroyed the 
strength of the hostile party in Hungary. The throne of 
A D 1687 kingdom was now declared hereditary; 

and the emperor Leopold at the same time 
acceded to the alliance which had been formed by Williani 
of Orange at Augsburg, for the preservation of the free- 

. _ dom of Europe, and which was especially di- 

A.D. 1684. j . ^ ^ , 

rected against Lewis the fourteenth. 

The necessity of some means of defenpe.against the'only 

prince who had it in* his power to support the Turks? 

desire of retaining the imperial crown in the arch-ducal 
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family; and even the prospect of the extinction of the 
Spanish branch of the house of Habsburg, contributed to 
draw the court of Leopold into a protestant alliance. The 
imperial princes began to comprehend why Lewis gave 
himself less concern about them since they had come under 
his power. The house of Brunswick saw in the hereditary 
stadtholder, the childless husband of the heiress of Great 
Britain ; and considered that he might also favour their 
pretensions. The great elector was systemaUcally, and 
from inclination, devoted to him ; and was the only person 
from whom William concealed no part of his views. 

The troops of the elector amounted to 20,000 men, 0,000 
of whom had gained the victory of Fehybellin ; and bad 
pursued the Swedish general, count Horn, into Livonia. 
He had ten frigates, by the help of which he gained pos- 
session of Stralsund ; and he had forcibly exacted his rights 
against the court of Spain, which owed him a debt 
2,000,000. From the most trifling regulation of the po- 
lice of Berlin, to the most important interests of European 
policy, nothing was above and nothing beneath the care 
and intelligence of Frederick Wilffcm. The same Land 
which planted the first cauliflower at Berlin, also designed 
the maxims by which his family has gradually raised itself 
^ ^ ^ ^ to an equality with the most powerful dynas- 
ties: his system was pursued in its material 
points by his successor; a prince who in many respects 
displayed a narrow mind, though capable of great exertion, 
fond of glory, and cautious in the council. 

The hereditary stadtholder had acquired friends even in 
Switzerland and Italy. Moulieres, the French resident, 
had advanced the maxim, that the alliance with his master 

allowed the Swiss to form no other connection of that na- 

. 

ture ; upon which the thirteen cantons, whose zeal was ex- 
cited for their, independence, laid aside their internal 
dissensions, and declared that they would rather . sacrifioe 
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^ ^ ^ their alliance with Lewis than their rights of 

sovereignty. When Franche Comte became 
a part of France, the catholic cantons announced to the 
inhabitants of Bern, that they would henceforward assist 

A D 1675 defending the Pays de Vaud as the bulwark 
of the confederacy : and when Strasburg fell, 
• A D 1 1 senate of Bern established a commission 

* for the investigation of all the imperfections 
and resources of the republic, which was from that time ad- 
ministered on a more systematic plan. The cantons began 
to cultivate the good will of the imperial court ; and the 
stadtholder was revered in the protestant part of Switzer- 
land, as the pillar of civil and religious liberty. 

Victor Amadeus, duke of Savoy, entered into connec- 
tions with him, and the great pope Odescalchi, or Innocent 
the Second, contributed to the common cause, both^by his 
influence and his revenue. 


SECTION XIII. 

THE RE^LUTION IN ENGLAND. 

Charles the Second of England, died in the year 1685 ; 
a prince who frequently deceived all parties, but who could 
scarcely be the object of serious hatred to hi^ subjects. He 
knew how to gain the affections of those about him, by his 
affable and facetious manners, and even by his foibles: 
he was better pleased with the effusions of Rochester’s licen- 
tious muse, than with the dissertations of his grandfather 
on the doctrine of passive obedience: Tie understood the 
art of captivating, though no man could rely on him. 

His brother James was a zealous proselyte of the Roman 
catholic faith, and connected with the order of the Jesuits : 
he V!iks not destitute of useful knowledge or resolution ; 
but deficient in knowledge of. human nature, and in 
just estimation of his own powers. He had a rev^ue oi 
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1,000,000 pounds sterling, and an excellent fleet; and the 
most powerful prince in Europe was his ally. 

James sent an embassy to the pope, in testimony of Ins 
obedience : he invaded the constitution of the English 
church, infringed the constitutional documents, and the 
forms of right, and dreamt that he could compel tlie nation 
to confirm these innovations by an oath ! 

A purer flame of freedom arose at this era among the 
English than in the time of Cromwell : Algernon Sidney 
and the profound Locke had displayed the principles of the 
social compact ; abstracted from w^hich it is impossible to 
conceive a political constitution. The former, together 
with his illustrious friends, had perished on the scaffold ; 
but the magnanimity with which that venerable patriot had 
defended with his last breath the rights of the people, still 
lived in the memory of the Britons. One part of the na- 
tion was enthusiastically attach^ to freedom, and another 
was chiefly inspired by hatred of the papal ceremonies ; but 
all agreed that the king had no just or constitutional power 
to dictate to the nation in such matters. James had of- 
fended many of the nobles: and Ae displeasure of the 
king, which ordinarily annihilates courtiers, excited these 
men to resistance, and induced them to address themselves 
to the stadtholder, who was his nephew and successor, and 
the presumptive heir to the throne. 

At this juncture the queen of England bore a son •; aa 
event which produced different effects on the hopes of the 
catholics and protestants. The hereditary stadtliolder, im- 
movable in all contingencies, was confirmed in his resolu- 
tion of rescuing England from the tyranny by which it was 
nefw oppressed : but he kept his own secret; and, preserving 
his usual character of tranquillity, reserve and knpeuetran 
biUty, he allowed the deluded king time to proseicute hi^ 
offensive enterprises. Many of the English nobilji]l^ 
P^ed to the Hague, where Wiliiam lam^Dtied thdr 
situation; he fitted out an armament; but CQ^trived ao 
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completely to conceal his intentions, that Lewis the Four- 
teenth was, scarcely able to comprehend tliem; and even 
when he had indisputably ascertained them, could not per- 
suade James of their reality. 

, _ James, almost at the same moment, received 

A. D. 1688. , . ^ ^ , 

certain intelngence of the. projects or the 

stadtholder, of his extensive preparations, and actual em- 
barkation; of the secret desertion of part of the nation, and 
of the doubtful affection of the remainder. Abandoned 
to his terrors, without a single friend, recollectnig the fate 
I of his unfortunate father, and the misfortunes of tlie greater 
number of the Stuarts, he lost all presence of mind. Wil- 
liam was detained by contrary winds : but this circumstance 
only prolonged the struggle between the contradictory re- 
solutions taken by James; and the stadtholdcr landed on 
the 1 5th November. 

This was a moment of portentous expectation : the 
Stuarts had held the sovereignty of a part of Great Britain 
for SI 8 years; and had governed the whole of the empire 
during three successive generations. The remembrance of 
the civil wars and of the tyranny of Cromwell, was not 
yet forgotten, and was recalled with terror. Discontent 
and compassion strove against each other with regard to the 
unfortunate king, who remained shut up in his jialace, and 
knew not in whom he might venture to confide. The 
stadtholder, invariably firm and impenetrable, who was now 
arbiter between the factions of England as well as between 
the powers of Europe, seemed resolved to return home, un- 
less the nation should declare itself. 

This moment put an end to the dynasty of Stuart, in 
consequence of the renunciation of allegiance which the 
whigs nfiade in conformity with their principles; and which 
the king obliged the tories to adopt by his cowardly 
desertion# 

The etadtholder sirmmoned a convention, which dedared, 
** that as James the Second had infringed the orightal coni^ 
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pact between the king and people ; had manifestly endea- 
voured to overturn the established constitution ; and finally^ 
had entirely quitted the kingdom, the throne was vacated.” 
The same convention, when constituted a regular parlia- 
ment in the usual manner, decided, that king 

A. D. 1689. Third, and queen Mary the 

Second, his wife, should hold the government during their 
lives, and transmit it to their heirs; that no catholic 
prince, or husband of a catholic princess, should ever become 
king of Great Britain or Ireland, but should be considered 
as dead, and that the title should pass to the next heir.” 

On the following day, the parliament delivered to the 
king the bill of the ancient, just, and indefeasible rights of 
the English people ; an act which gave a glorious termi- 
nation to the struggle for freedom, which had been main- 
tained by the nobility and com»rinns during 4/4 years. 

SECTION XIV. 

THE WAR OF 1688. 

The war carried on by the members of the confederacy, 
concluded at Augsburg, had commenced on the Rhine two 
months previously to this revolution. The succession to the 
electorates of Cologne and the palatinate gave occasion to 
this contest. Lewis wished to place Ego of Furstenberg, 
who was entirely devoted to his interests, in the electorate 
of Cologne; and the wife of the duke of Orleans, who 
was his brother, advanced her pretensions to the palatinate. 

A D 1680 Charles Lewis, the son of the unfortunate 
king Frederick, an active and intelligent prince, 
was dead ; and his son, the elector Charles, was the last 

^ ^ prince palatine of the house of Simmern. An- 

A.D. 1685. * 

other branch of the palatine family flourished 
at Deuxponts, whose territory consisted chiefly of the he- 
1 ‘^itaTy estates of the counts of Sponheim and Veldenz. 
An ancestor of this family, named Wol%aiig, a very 
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powerful prince in the sixteenth century, had left the 
principality of Neuburg, situated on the Danube, to his 
eldest sou Philip Lewis; Deuxponts to his second son 
John ; and the castle and territory of Birkenfeld to his third 
sou Charles. The last is the ancestor of that family which 
is now denominated from Deuxponts and Birkenfeld ; from 
John were descended the heroic kings of Sweden, Charles 
Gustavus and Charles the Twelfth; and Philip .Lewis was 
father of the prince palatine Wolfgang, who was converted to 
the catholic faith in the coiy:est for the succession of Jiiliers, 
and whose son Philip William inherited the electoral pa- 
latinate of the Rhine in his old age, after the death of the 
elector Charles. Charlotte Elizabeth, the sister of the 
elector Charles and duchess of Orleans, was the princess 
whose chiinis served Lewis as a pretext for invading the 
palatinate. 

The inhabitants still call to remembrance 
A.D. 1689, ^ n 1 1 » 

the day on which it was announced that the 

whole palatinate, containing an immense number of flourish- 
ing and populous towns and villages, must be abandoned 
by*its inhabitants, because the army of His Most Christian 
Majesty had received orders to lay the country waste with 
fire and sword. This instruction was by no means a hasty 
measure, the effect of oversight or surprise; nor, however 
great the horrors of its execution, was it carried at all be- 
yond the intended limits ; similar measures were adopted 
four years later, after the death of Louvois ; and Henault 
on this occasion remarked, with the utmost composure, 
that the king had ordered the palatinate to be burned, for 
the purpose of defending the frontiers of his kingdom with 
a desert. All the cities were razed to their foundations: 
and e%hty years after this period, Heidelberg, Spirei^> 
Prankenthal, and Worms, still exhibited the ruins of their 
ancient outer walk : Heidelberg was laid waste with 
and sword : the graves of the electors were not even spared; 
and at Spires the ashes of the emperors were dispersed. 
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The commanders and statesmen who had conferred on 
the king the title of the great,” were mostly dead : he had 
none to guide him in the choice of worthy successors in their 
stead ; and court intrigues, guided by the clergy, induced 
Mad. de Maintenon, the well-meaning confidante of the 
king, to advance men of inferior abilities to the most im- 
portant posts, and to depress persons of spirit and talent. 
The finances felt the loss of Colbert ; and the state groaned 
under the burden of its debts. All Europe was leagued 
against the king ; the commanders of his enemies^ forces 
had learned from his own to conquer ; and a naval engage- 
ment of three days, near La Hogue, gave the French fleet 
a blow which it did not entirely recover for many years. 
Lewis himself, who was now sixty years old, began to lose 
some of his former ardour, and to perceive that a contest 
maintained by an individual against all nations, must at 
length exhaust him : he had no ally except the Turks, 
whose power was not sufficient to prevent the emperor from 
acting on the Rhine; the attachment of the Swiss was 
doubtful; and the king of Sweden, as a member of the 
body' politic of Germany, was now among the number ’of 
his adversaries. 

France endeavoured to obtain peace during three years, 
while the allies seemed desirous to protract the contest. 
Great Britain, however, at length w ished to bring it to an 
end ; for it subjected that nation to an annual expenditure 
of six million pounds sterling. William had attained to 
that pitch of greatness and reputation which was the object 
of his wishes; his health was impaired; the party struggles 
which followed the revolution were vehement, both in the 
parliament and in the nation ; and he perceived that the 
need in which he stood of money for the expences of th^ 
war, rendered him 'dependent on his people. All the 
powers of Europe awaited with apprehension the extinction 
of the Spanish branch of the house of Habsburg, ai^ all 
wished for a moment of repose* The peace was concluded 
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. ^ at William’s abode, the castle of Nieubnre-. 

AiD. 1697* . ^ 

near the Hague, and was denominated, from 

the neighbouring village, the treaty of Ryswick. 

William was by it acknowledged as king of England; 
John William, son of Philip William of Neuburg, as elector 
palatine; and Leopold Charles, son of the hero who assisted 
in the deliverance of Vienna, was restored to the inherit- 
ance of his ancestors, the duchy of Lorraine. Pignerol 
was restored to the duke of Savoy ; Kehl to the margrave 
of Baden; Freiburg, iiv the Breisgau, to the house of 
Austria ; and almost all that had been usurped by the 
chambers of re-union to the different princes. The king 
was indemnified for these sacrifices by Saarlouis, Longwy, 
and Landau. 


SECTION .XV. 

, THE HISTORY OF THE REMAINDER OF THE SEVENTEENTH 

CENTURY. 

From this period, the system pursued by the court of 
Versailles appeai'ed to intelligent men to be more moderate 
and reasonable ; but habit, or what is called experience, 
which is the only spring of action in ail cabinets of the or- 
dinary stamp, caused this change long to remain uiiper- 
ceived by the greater number ; and Lewis accordingly was 
still represented by those whose interest it was so to describe 
him, as equally ambitious and formidable as ever. 

King William, the arbiter of the great political interests 
of Europe, was of a different opinion, and wished to se- 
cure Europe against the recurrence of war. As the islands 
of Great Britain have no plan of aggrandisement on the 
continent, and may safely contemplate changes in the relar 
tions of the different powers, provided they be not very 
important, the balance teemed to be judiciously placed in 
the handle a prince who was able to maintain it, without 
being either inclined by inteMs^ or indeed sufficiency 
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|X)werfuI, to make a mischievous use of the influence which 
that office gave him. 

The public debt of his kingdom amounted to twenty-one 
millions five hundred and fifteen thousand pounds sterling ; 
a burthen which terrified the nation : it was reduced by 
taxes; and at the commencement of the 18 th century 
amounted to only sixteen millions. 

. William also mediated the peace which ter- 

A. D. 1699 . . , , . , 

mmated the sixteen years war between the 

Porte and the imperial court. ^Mohammed the Fourth 
had been deposed from his throne and was now dead ; and 
under his pious or hypocritical brother Solyman the Third, 
the good fortune of the Christian arms had been less inju- 
rious to the Ottomans. But the army of Achmed the Second 
was defeated near Salankemen, at the mouth of the Theiss ; 
Mustafa lost the battle of Zenta, and prince Eugene pur- 
sued him with irresistible ardour; while Francesco Moro- 
sini pressed the Turks pn the side of Greece, and acquired 
the surname of the Peloponnesian, by the conquest of the 
Morea on behalf of Venice. Eleven years after the first 
application for peace on the part of the Turks, a treaty ' 
was concluded at Carlowitz in Sclavonia, under the medi- 
ation of William. The whole of Peloponnesus, the island, 
of ,i®gina near Athens, and many places on the coast, were 
confirmed to the Venetians : the important principality of 
Transylvania, Ofen the ancient capital of Hungary, the 
islands of the Theiss and Marosch, with many frontier 
places, were left in possession of the house of Austria; and 
the resisting party in Hungary was now taught that they 
could no longer expect any assistance from the pope. 

In the fifty*eighth year of the reign of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, king of France; in the forty-third of that of Leo- 
pold, emperor of Germany ; and in the twenty-ninth since 
the period when king William first appeared on the theatre 
of European politicsV while Don Carlqs the Second in the 
Escurial, and Don Pedro the Second at Belem, still seemed 
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to wield the sceptres of Spain and Portugal, though with 
feeble hands ; in the commencement of the reign of Charles 
the Twelfth king of Sweden, and of Frederick the Fourth 
king of Denmark; when Frederick Augustus had just suc- 
ceeded to the heroic Sobiesky ; and while Peter the czar of 
Russia was, with his kingdom, emerging with terrific might 
from the gloom of barbarism, Europe entered upon the 
18 th century, in a state of profound peace. 

SECTION XVL 

THE SPANISH SUCCESSION. 

Treaties of peace have been often broken, because the 
temporaiy difficulties of courts and the impatience of mi- 
nisters, had caused them to be concluded with too much 
precipitation. The succession to the throne of Spain was 
not mentioned in the treaty of Ryswick, although all the 
contracting powers would immediately have agreed on that 
point, as they all stood in need of peace. 

The eldest daughter of Charles the Second w^as Maria 
Tlicresa, the wife of Lewis the Fourteenth ; the younger, 
Margaret, had married the emperor Leopold, and by him 
she had one daughter who had become electress of Bavaria. 
Anna, the eldest daughter of Philip the Fourth and aunt 
of Charles the Second, was the mother of Lewis the Four- 
teenth and of his brother Monsieur, duke of Orleans. Her 
sister Maria was mother of the emperor Leopold, and 
grandmother of Joseph king of the Romans, and of the 
archduke Charles. 

Catherine, daughter of Philip the Second and sister of 
Philip die Third, was great-grandmother of Victor Ama- 
deus# duke of Savoy* 

Soon after the restoration of peace, a treaty was con- 
cluded at the Hague, imder the mediation of king Wil- 
liam, by which the contracting powers consented to ac- 
knowledge Joseph, elector of Bavaria and grandson of the 

i5 
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younger sister of the king of Spain, as the successor of that 
monarch ; and agreed that the pretensions which France 
and. Austria might entertain should be compensated by the 
transfer of some separate provinces of that monarchy. The 
balance of power seemed to be happily provided for by this 
arrangement, when the whole plan was discon- 
certed by the sudden death of Joseph, who 
was yet in his minority. 

The powers were aeain induced by William 
A.D. 1700 . , T 

the Ihird to enter into an agreement at JLon- 

doii, by which it was determined that, as Anna and Maria 
Theresa the queens of France, had formally renounced 
the throne, Charles of Austria, grandson of the infant 
Maria, should succeed the Spanish branch of the house of 
Habsburg as king of Spain ; but that the hereditary do- 
minions of that family in the empire, with Bohemia and 
Hungary, should never be allowed to be united under one 
head. Indemnifications were at the same time appointed 
for the court of France. 

To these proceedings, neither the consent of Charles the 
Second, nor that of the Spanish nation, were asked. The 
m'misters of Austria had long possessed tlie chief influmice 
in the cabinet of Madrid, as the representatives of a branch 
of the royal family : the sister of the emperor, as the kin^s 
mother, had the principal share in the direction of affitirs ; 
and the court was frequently thrown into confusion by in- 
trigues, the results of which were often tragical.' In pro- 
portion as the diminishing strength of the king appeared to 
bring him nearer to the grave, so much the more violently 
was his timid mind agitated by the artifices hnd' furious 
measures of the different parties. He was inclined to do 
justice, but knew not on whom he might most securely rely 
as a guide in the ’path of equity. After a long period of 
hesitation, Charles signed a testament, by which he debated 
Philip of Anjou, grandson of king Lewis the Fourtemth 
and second son of the dauphin, as his successor, under the 
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condition that Spain should remain an undivided and inde* 
pendent monarchy ; and that if Philip should not consent 
to this stipulation, the crown should devolve on the arch- 
duke. 

This testament, after long deliberations, was accepted by 
Lewis the Fourteenth, who thus annihilated all the treaties 
which he had entered into with the other European powers 
• relative to the Spanish succession. William showed himself 
disposed to be satisfied even with this new arrangement, 
provided Philip the Fifth would renounce his title to the 
crown of France. * 

A D 1701 the Second the banished king of 

England, died just at this juncture, and left a 
son who was regarded by a great part of the l^glish na- 
tion as supposititious, whom the parliament had excluded 
from the succession and whose pretensions had been 
passed over in silence at. the treaty of Ryswick. Lewis 
the Fourteenth acknowledged this pretender as James 
the Third, king of Great Britain and Ireland; by which 
he offended at the same time the national pride of the 
Britons, and William, who was all powerful in Holland, 
and was the soul of European policy. 

The emperor Leopold now obtained assistance in his op- 
position to the claims of Philip the Fifth : the archduke 
his second son, was declared king of Spain by the title of 
Charles the Third ; and the succession war was thus com- 
menced. The archduke was supported by the right of pri- 
mc^eniture, by the archducal family, viz. the second line 
of the house of Habsburg, the empire, and the mari- 
time powers. The means by which universal peace might 
have ^been maintained were now no longer the objects of 
attention ; for the idea that France was once more in the 
road toward universal monarchy, furnished sufficient occu- 
pation for the minds of men. 

Philip was acknowledged as king at Madrid and in Cas- 
tile; and the archduke in Arragon, Catalonia, in the Ba- 
learic islands, and by many of the nobles. 
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SECTION XVII. 

THE NORTHERN WAR. 

While the south of Europe was ei^gaged in the war of 
ihe succession, which lasted twelve ^ears, the North was 
excited by the family dissensions of the house of Holstein, 
to a contest, which was not terminated in less than twenty. 

When Christian the Third king of Denmark had 
formerly divided the patrimonial inheritance with his bro- 
ther Adolphus duke of HolsteirlJ the affairs of the citieit 
of Holstein and the noble fiefs, both ecclesiastical aud 
temporal, continued to be administered conjointly: but 
when the course of time, and dilference of views and dis- 
positions, had estranged the kings and dukes from each 
other, a multitude of disputes arose, which gave occasion 
to separate compacts, and to the §nal arrangement of arti- 
cles for a general peace. Charles the Twelfth king of 
Sweden took the part of the duke of Holstein against 
Frederick the Fourth king of Denmark, who had no idea 
that the youthful warrior would be able tp follow up his 
plans with decisive effect. 

These movements appeared to F rcderick Augustus 
elector of Saxony and king of Poland to afford a favour- 
able opportu.iity for the recovery of Livonia; to which be 
was invited by the malcontents of that province. His ge- 
neral and minister count Flemming inarched towards its 
confines; but he found the Swedish government forewarned 
of and prepared for his attack. Charles, with the vigour 
and rapidity of lightning, compelled the astonished king of 
Denmark to conclude , a treaty of peace in Travend^l; 
and afterwards attacked Poland, and declared war against 
her ally the czar of ^Russia. The flames of discord were 
thus rekindled from the farthest North to the straits of 

Gibraltar. 
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SECTION XVIII. 

THE WAR OF THE YEAR 1702. 

In the southern war, from the day on whicli 

A, 1704 * 

prince Eugene and tlie dtdie of Marlborough 
defeated the army of Lewis, near Hdchstadt, or Hh rjheim, 
the French arms seemed to be finally deserted by that good 
fortune which had so long been their attendant. France 
was suffering dreadfully ulider the prejudices and passions 
of the king, and from the effects of his haughty and perse- 
cuting spirit. Holland had defied Lewis the Great; and 
it was now the question whether he should not merdy 
abandon the party of his grandson, but should himself pre* 
cipitate that prince from the throne of Spain. His finances 
were in the utmost state^ of exhaustion and disorder, and 
were no longer capable furnishing clothes and provision 
for the army. 

In this extremity, the king manifested a degree of per- 
severance that justified his claim to the surname of ** the 
Great;” and the war was accordingly prolonged, until a 
party hostile to the duke of Marlborough acquired the 
ascendancy at the court of London. The battle of Bl«i* 
heim was lost chiefly through the fault of the king, who 
did not afford sufficient support to Marshal Villars : the 
defeat of Ramillies would probably have been avoided, 
opportunity had not been given to the enemy to bring the 
'greatest part of his force to act on the flank of the arm}', 
where the general who wi» the least capable, commandcil 
ot^die part of the French: the battle of Malplaquet af- 
fotded a d^^e of consolation after such a succession of 
disasters, inasmuch as it was not .totally lost. After all 
these misfortunes, added to the ruin of his allies, Ma** 
imiiian Emanuel elector of Bavaria, «apd the family 
Gonzaga at fdantua, the sadden death of empeto^ 
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Joseph the Firsts and the removal of Maxlbo- 
rough from the army, enabled Lewis to conclude 


the treaties of Utrecht, Ilastadt, nnd Bnden. 

His grandson^ Temained king of Spain ; but Italy and 
Flanders, two of the brightest jew^els in the crown of that 
monarchy, were^^^^iienated. Milan^ Mantua where the 
interests of the Gonzaga were sacrificed, Naples, and the 
Spanish Netherlands, were transferred to Charles, who 
since his brother's death was no longer called the i'hird ot 
Spain, but the Sixth of the emperors. Victor Amadeus 
of Savoy obtained Sicily with the title of king. 

As Philip the Fifth was obliged to renounce his claim to 
the throne of France, the order of succession customary 
in that country was introduced into Spain, that his family 
might not lose by the change. He was compelled to leave 
Gibraltar in possession of the English ; this fortress haying 
been surrendered by the marquis de Salinas to eight 
thousand English and Dutch troops, as they wei’e conduct- 
ing the archduke to S|iaiu. In order to prevent Gibraltar 
from becoming, in the hands of that nation, a commercial 
depositary, it was stipulated that no trade should be carried 
on with Spain from that quarter, and that nothing should 
be permitted to be sold to,thc garrison but the bare neces- 
saries of lift', in exchange for ready money : also that uo 
Jew or Moor should be allowed to make tlrat fortress a 
place of permanent residence ; that its harbour should not 
be open to Moorish ships; and finally, that it should 
never be alienated without first offering it to sale to the 
court of Spain. 

This acquisition, so flattering to the national pride of 
tlie English, was really vduaWe, as it placed the entrance 
of the Mediterranean in tlipir power, and rendered their 
friendship important to the northern nations, who carry on 
^de in that sea. 

The jparitime powers left Spain in possession of her 
Amenctfii dominions^ and of her monopoly of comir^reial 



180 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


intercourse with them : the former, because tliey were cer- 
tain to impart less political importance in her possession 
than in that of any other nation ; the latter, because no- 
thing could possibly be better calculated to retain the 
Spaniards in their state pf torpor, which was supposed to 
be a source of advantage to other nations. The English 
, guaranteed tlje possession of these countries to the court ol* 
Madrid, on condition that the latter should engage not to 
allow any nation whatever to trade with them ; and never 
to alienate any of its possessions in the East or West 
Indies, or in America. England only retained a privilege, 
by which her ships were formerly permitted (167^) to take 
shelter in the harbours of those coasts, when driven thither 
by* stress of weather, and to take in the necessary provi- 
sions. The English and Dutch had already, at an earlier 
period, been allowed to sell the products of their East 
Indian possessions in Spain. 

The court of London appeared to enter into the genuine 
spirit of British policy, the chief maxims of which arc, 
that a balance of power should be maintained among the 
states of the continent; but that an extensive commerce is 
the proper method of increasing the moderate domestic 
resources of Britain to an indefinite extent. The national 
debt amounted to fifty millions sterling. 

kSECTION XIX. 

PORTUGAL. 

Don Pedro continued to sit on the throne of Portugal 

. of which he had deprived his brother, until 

1 706 ^ 

• the middle of the Spanish war. He was con- 
scious of the weakness of his own intellect, and therefore 
excessively suspicious of men of talent. He was some- 
times impelled by rage to reward the opposition which bis 
minister ventured tP make^o his favourite ideas, with sever^'' 
blows; after which he would beg pardon on his knees. 
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During his reign, Methuen the English am- 

A.D. 170 .>. concluded the treaty with the court 

of Portugal, by which the favour granted to the importation 
of Portuguese wines, was compensated by the permission 
to sell the woollen manufactures of England in Portugal, 
without impediment. In consequence of this arrangement, 
the Portuguese fell into a state of perpetual dependence on 
the manufacturers of England, with whom their own coun- 
trymen were unable to compete : they were henceforth, in 
reality, only renters of their Brazilian dominions, thd gold 
of which flowed into the dexterous hands of their allies, 
whom they found to have advanced too far beyond them to 
allow any prospect of successful imitation. Foreign gold 
passed also through their hands ; but this commerce en- 
riched others, who paid the expenses of freight, insurance, 
and the risks of a contraband trade, (for the exportation of 
gold was prohibited,) with manufactured commodities. 
Such circumstances could not fail to bring the manufactures 
and navigation of the English into a state of extraordinary 
activity. 

Don John the Fifth, the son and successor of king 
Pedro, was, like his father, devoted to superstition and de- 
bauchery. 


SECTION XX. 

SPAIN. 

In Spain, Philip the Fifth employed hiihself in com- 
pleting the subjection of his people : after having effected 
this object, and abolished the ancient constitution in Ar- 
ragon, he imposed a much heavier annual tribute dh that 
province than it had formerly paid ; and commanded that 
the inhabitants should raise it among themselves at their 
own expense, and should be accountable to the court for 
Its punctual delivery. This regulation, which was inteJaded 
as a punishment, delivered the Arragonese from the yoke 

N 3 
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of thousands of burdensome financial officers ; and gave 
them the incalculable advantage of being subjected to 
only a single impost, which when it was equitably assessed, 
in proportion to the property of every individual, could not 
be burdensome to any, 

Barcelona! resisted the attempts of the king for eleven 
months, and Majorca for two years ; at the end of which 
periods the liberties of those countries were aboli^shed: but 
the new dynasty was necessarily rendered an object of de- 
testation from the beginnii>g. The districts in the vicinity 
of Gibraltar were forbidden to carry provisions to that 
fortress to market, because the government fearetl the effects 
of an intercourse with protestants: and thus that part of 
Spain was deprived of a source of profit by which its exer- 
tions would have been reanimated, and which now fell into 
the hands of the Moors. 

In the principal points of policy, the kings of the liouse 

of Bourbon pursued the maxims of the preceding dynasty 

in their utmost extent. Under the reign of Charles the 

Second, ninety unfortunate w'retches were exhibited at one 

auto^da^fe in Granada, many of whom were 
A. D. 1672. , , ^ J 

burned alive: and under Philip the Fifth three 

^ ^ hundred citizens of the same town, together 

A.D. 1725. . , , ... ^ o 

with the provincial governor Mendoza, were 

arrested in one night, on account of a suspicion of their at- 
tachment to Moharamedariisni; they were confined many 
months in heavy irons; two-thirds of their property were 
confiscated to the inquisition^ and one-third to the crown ; 
many of their number were condemned to perpetual ini- 
prisonment^ and others transported to Africa. Fifty-two 
heretics were burned at Malaga, and seventy-four at Arcos : 

^ ^ the edict was renewed, which makes it “ a point 

A.D.1732. • . . - c ^ ^ , ir 

or conscience, to Jiirorm against one s-seli, 

any other person who harbours an inclination to the Jewish^ 

Mohammedan, or Lutheran religion; who negj^to the 

worship of the smuts, or worships or maintains a conaectiott 
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with the devil ; who is disobediept tq hisr^atholie ; 

reads the bible in his native language; has two wives 
same time ; practises astrology ; or delays to give infqrmatiQU 
against a person guilty of any of these crimes, even if the in- 
former himself were the criminal.” Under Philip the Fifth, 
the great question relative to the patronship of Spain, was 
decided by a compromise, which decreed that the apostle 
James was to remain the principal protector, but that St. 
Jannarius was to be worshipped as in only one degree 
inferior. 

The authority of the states of the kingdom was more and 
more diminished. The duke of Medina Sidonia was ex- 
ecuted on account of his attachment to the German branch 
of the family of Habsburg; and the town which bore his 
name, and was the principal seat of his power, was de- 
stroyed ; and the duke of Medina Cell was obliged to give 
up the port of St. Maria, because the affection manifested 
by the inhabitants of that place to his person, gave the 
court cause of disquietude. 

The king was sunk into the lowest depths of melancholy, 
in a state of absolute servitude, under his confessor and the 
queen ; and desirous of nothing but of laying down the 
sovereignty, which he once actually did. Every individual 
in the court was absorbed in his own interests; not a single 
thought was bestowed on the chief magistrate of the 
kingdom. 


SECTION XXI. 

NAPLES AND SICILY. 

Charles the Sixth received the kingdom of Naples from 
the hands of an inactive administration, which had been 
more than once in danger of forfeiting its authority, 
and had alienated the greater part of the crown lands ; and 
whioh had constantly derived its support from imports 
granted by the Eletto della Piazza del Popolo, and the re- 

N 4 
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presentatives of the twenty-nine ottine of Naples. If the 
duke of Guise (1647) had conducted himself in a more ra- 
tional manner, or if the French fleet under Vivonne, 
(1674) had afforded more effectual assistance to the mal- 
contents of Messina, both the Sicilies would have become 
free states under the protection of France. 

The new government, which was obliged to found its 
power on the abolition of abuses, made regulations which 
offended the clergy and their Romish chief, as indicating 
a spirit of innovation. 

SECTION X^II. 

THE COURT OF ROME. 

At the period when Philip the Second confirmed the 
despotic autliority of the kings of Spain, the court of Rome 
began to govern the ecclesiastical state in a more absolute 
manner. The constitutional authority of the cardinals de- 
clined ; the nephews of the popes amassed riches, and the 
apostolic treasury was involved in debt. 

Odescalchi, who became Innocent the Eleventh, a great 
man both in his character of pope and of prince, and the 
avowed enemy of the disgraceful nepotism of the popes, 
redeemed the greater part of the debt of the state, and re- 
duced it to forty millions of scudi. He left two millions in 
the treasury p but the streams which had formerly flowed 

, thither from all parts of the catholic world, 

A.D. 1689. . ^ , 

were now in a great measure dried up. 

The ecclesiastical state had been increased under the 
pontificate of Barberini, or pope Urban the Eighth, by the 
dukedom of Urbino; and tinder that of Panfili, or Inno- 
cent the Tenth, by Castro and Ronciglione. 

A.D. 1636. „ « *1 1 nf 

Francesco Maria Rovere, a hero and a man 

.D. 1639, the last of |he ruling family 

Urbino ; and Castro* was acquired by conquest from *Odo- 

A.D. 1649. ardo and Rainutio Farncse, dukes of pBTto^» 
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Cardinal Albani ascended the apostolic chair 

A.D. 1700. year of the seventeenth centut^) 

under the title of Clement the Eleventh. Both the em- 
peror and Lewis the Fourteenth were extremely attached 
to the church ; but even Lewis dared not openly to sacri- 
fice the liberties of the Gallican church, which had been 
declared under his authority, to ultramontane principles. 

During the Spanish war, the powerful confessor of Lewis 
the Fourteenth induced the pope, through the induenoe of 
the Jesuits, to favour the claims of the house of Bourbon. 
The pope, indeed, conscious of his impotence, endeavoured 
to conceal this preference : but when it was manifested by 
his allowing Philip the Fifth to levy a tax of one-tenth on 
the estates of the clergy, the cmpei-or Joseph the First the 
son of Leopold, dissolved the amicable connection which he 
had hitherto maintained with Rome. Enraged that Cle- 
ment should venture to open to the enemy of his family the 
resources of a kingdom, the possession of which was still 
undecided, Joseph sent his army into the dominions of the 
church, and laid them under contribution; while the wealth 
of the clergy was seized at the same time, at Milan and 
in other places. 

Clement published a monitorium, forbidding all good 
Christians to obey these coibmands of the emperor : the 

sword of apostolic justice,” said he, « shall burst the fetters 
which the potentates impose on the church !” Joseph ndw 
sequestered all the property of the church in the state of 
Milan and in the kingdom of Naples : and count Dhaun, 
the viceroy, caused an ecclesiastic, who was a spy, to be 
dragged from the sanctuary and hanged. The emperor 
took possession of Comacchio, in the territory of Ferrara : 
the pope threatened him with eternal damnation if hf con- 
tinued, in the spring of his youth, to infringe upon the 
sacred rights of tjie church’: “ As thou, rebellious son,” 
said he, « wieldest arms against God,* I will BghLthee both 
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wkh the censures of the church and with the weapons of 
this world.” 

A treasure had been deposited in the Monte St. Angelo 
at Rome, by Sextus the Fifth, as a resource against the 
most extreme emergencies; this the jiope employed for the 
purpose of levying soldiers. The outposts of the Germans 
extended themselves from Ferraro, which they had block- 
aded, toward Rome ; and the po}ie was compelled to have 
recourse to negociation and to disarm his militia. Co- 
macchio was not restored to the holy see until after the 
decease both of the emperor and poj?e, and with a reser- 
vation of certain claims upon it. 

The king of Sicily was, from a very remote period, the 
Ugatus a latere of the apostolic chair : and his office, which 
united the papal to the royal authority, affords a specimen 
otf the genuine monarchy. At this period, the acatapani of 
the city of Lipari, were laid under excommunication by a 
bidiop of that place, because they had obliged one of bis 
people, of whose station they were ignorant, to j>ay the 
excise imposed upon some pulse. 'I'hc marquis de las Bal- 
bases, who was viceroy, reversed this sentence : and the 
pope declared tor the bishop, because as Sicily had no 
established sovereign, and was besides engaged in a war, 
this a|t))eared a favourable moment to suppress that pri- 
vilege of the kings. The bishops of Sicily made common 
cease with the pope; and Clement ventured to impose the 
great bann of the bull in ceena domini on alt the assessors 
of the royal tribunals, on all the adherents and soldiers of 
the a*own, and finally on the whole of Sicily ; and to pro* 
mulgate a comprehensive declaration in opposition to the 
document confirmatory of the royal proceedings. 

When Victor Amadeus became king of Sicily, and eo' 
dcavoured to effect an arrangement of the subsisting differ* 
^ces, Clement replied, in the'spirit of the Ancient senators, 

• When he subuAits, we will see what can be done !” 'The 
states solidted the court to maintain its rights ; the pope 
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declared the bann against the whole diplomatic body ; and 
the ministry expelled such of the prelates as took part with 
Rome, aiid appealed to a future pope who might be more 
accessible to lair representations. 

All the kings of the catholic world looked upon the 
cause of Victor Amadeus as their own: the nuncio at Ma- 
drid was reminded of an expression ol Philip the Second: 

It is not my province to investigate the source whence 
the monarchy of Sicily is derived, but to know that it be** 
longs to me 

The advocate-general of the parliament of Paris publicly 
complained of a bull in which the right of confirmation 
was denominated heretical and schisrnatical : this privilege 
was in fact so entirely established in custom, that when a 
viceroy of Naples announced to Ferdinand the Catholic^ 
that an ecclesiastic had been arrested for promulgating a 
bull without an ex^jequatur, the only answer which he re- 
ceived from the king was, Why did you not immediately 
hang him Victor, how^ever, lost Sicily, and the pope 
died before the contest was decided. 


. ^ This nope was also the author of the iamous 

A,D.1713. , „ 

bull Umgemtus. 

Cornelius Jansen, a pious bishop of Ypres, had written 
a celebrated work, more than seventy years before this 
time, in favour of the opinions of St. Augustin, concerning 
the free will which men are believed to possess, and the grace 
of God, The same author had attacked cardinal Richelieii^ 
in consequence of which the Jesuits, who were friendly to 
the latter, procured a sentence of condemnation on the 
book from the censors established at Rome ; and the eax* 
dinal-niinisler ofterod a reward for its confutation. The 
Gallican church, which was in a state of opposition both to 
Rome and the court, appeared inclined to favour JanseiA:. 


his book was not generally read ; but Hubert his adversaiy 
^otiqMrised the leading points of its contents^ as ho ooilomodL 
them, in gye propositions, which cnrdkMil M^arin wmt to 
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pope Innocent the Tenth, accompanied by a request that 
he would be pleased to declare liow the sentence of con-^ 
demnation was intended to affect these declarations. The 
Jesuits incited him to undertake this exposition : but the 
parliament of Paris refused to acknowledge the bull which 
was accordingly promulgated. The enemies of the Jesuits 
denied that the original work contained the propositions 
which were said to have been extracted from it; and in 
order to remove the scandalous appearance of this contra- 
diction to the head of the church, they declared that they 
acknowledged the infallibility of the pope in via juris ; but 
that they did not hold tlmt dogma hi via facti for a prin- 
ciple of the church. Cardinal Mazarin, in hopes of settling 
the affair, begged the pope to issue a bull, which should 
command all persons to believe that these propositions arc 
contained in Jansen’s work. It is said that no copy of that 
book had yet found its way to Rome, and that a leaf had 
been inserted into the volume transmitted to the pope, in 
which the contested propositions were distinctly affirmed. 
Lewis the Fourteenth, however, at length made his personal 
appearance in the jxxrliament, and commanded that the 
bull should be received. The pastoral letters of the French 
bishops clearly sho^ how few of them were acquainted with 
the work even by name. Discourses were preached, in 
which it was asserted, that the pope must be obeyed, even 
if he should command to deny Christ ; because he always 
takes the burden of guilt upon himself.” But these con- 
tested questions had a disastrous effect on the administration 
of Lewis, as they occupied the attention of persons of the 
most distinguished talents. The royal confessor, from 
hatred to cardinal Noailles the archbishop of Paris, in his 
old age persuaded the king to undertake a negociation in 
Rome^ which produced the constitution unigenitus : this 
was a new condemnation of th6 Jansenists, and was espe- 
cially directed against the remarks made by Qiiesnel, a 
friend of the cardinal, in his new testament* The Jansenists 
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refused to submit, and Noailles was on the point of being 
degraded when Lewis the Fourteenth died : “ I have tried 
all possible methods,” said he ; « may God give you peace, 
and may his punishment fall on those who have deceived 
me I*’ 

Such was the spirit of the court of Rome in the beginning 
of the 1 8 th century ; and thus its pretensions shattered the 
fabric of its power, and prepared the way for the emanci- ' 
pation of the nations under its controul. 

SECTION XXIIL 

THE OTHER ITALIAN STATES. 

The grand dukes de Medici enjoyed the happiness of 
ruling over a flourishing territory, and a people whose man- 
ners had attained the highest pitch of refinement. 

Charles of Gonzaga duke of Mantua, whose ancestors 
had obtained this sovereignty by the influence of the French, 

was put under the bann of the empire during 

A I) 170 S ^ to 

the depression of the military power of France, 

and died in poverty : the estate of his cousin the prince of 

Castiglione was sequestered by the imperi^^l 

Al# 171?* I • ar*i* 1* 1 

court on the accusation oi his subjects: the 
family of Gonzaga was deprived of its hereditary dominions 
during this century, and its whole territory, together with 
Milan, transferred to Austria. 

Venice had suffered extremely from the expenses incurred 
by its famous defence of Candia. After the six millions of 
sequins provided by the republic against extraordinary 
emergencies were expended, it was found necessary to exact 
a new land-tax; pardons were sold to exiled persons; many 
titles were disposed of ; two hundred young men were ad- 
mitted into the grdat council before the legal age, ^ for the 
sum of nine millions of sequins ; and the excise and salt tax 
were augmented. ’ But the affection and veneration for the 
republic and its reputation were so great, that the means 
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hy which an expetiditure of one hundred millions was sup<> 
plied excited no discontent amoniJf the people* A hundred 
Candian families, who preferred Venice to their subjugated 
country, were admitted into the great council. Tlie count 
della Torre, who wrote a work on Venice about this time^ 
supposed that the ruin of their maxims of state policy would 
be the consequence of this enormous accession of numbers: 
• but the system was so powerful, and the administration so 
watchful, that the Candians, instead of introducing their 
own principles into the ^reat council, on the contrary 
adopted those of Venice; and the whole body became ani» 
mated with the desire of revenging its wrongs. 

Francesco Morosini, who had displayed himself a hero 
in Gandia, took vengeance on the Turks by the conquest 
of Peloponnesus. 

A D 1667 Ragusa was slowly recovering from the 
ruins of the great earthquake, in which six 
thousand of its citizens had been buried, and the re- 
mainder dispersed : the great council was assembled at the 
moment of the shock, which consequently destroyed nearly 
the whole of the nobility. Marino Caboga, an impetuous 
young man, who had killed his uncle in the senate, was in 
prison, when the walls of the building were shattered by the 
earthquake. While flames were bursting out on all sides, 
and robbers were forming themselves into bands, Marino 
Caboga adopted more worthy views : he summoned the re- 
maining citizens to rescue the site of their native city, re- 
called the absent, and restored Ragusa. 

After Candia was subjected to the Turks, the Mainottes, 
the descendants of the Lacedemonians, were inoessandy 
disturbed, both by land and water : thousands of them re- 
solved to emigrate, and were conducted by Stephanopulos 
to Genoa. They were provided with land on the island of 
CondcB, with cattle, and implements of husbandry ; in 
tom for which they sabgected themselves to an annual pay- 
ihentof a tenth of ^heir prodnoe^ mid to a tax on €vei7 

*3 
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house; they became as industrious cultivators aiidas&Uh- 
ful- subjects as any of the Corsicans. 


SECTION XXIV. 


VICTOR AMADEUS. 


A.D. 1672, 


The family of Savoy became the greatest and most 
illustrious of all the powers of Italy. Piedmont had been, 
advancing in civilization and commerce ever since the 
time of Emanuel Philibert: Charles Emanuel rendered 
himself important, though no\ beloved, by his incessant 
artifices : Victor Amadeus acquired a part of Montserrat 
by the peace of Cherasco; but after his premature death, 
the prosperity of the state was interrupted by turbulent pe- 
riods of minority. 

Victor Amadeus the Second, in the wars of 
Lew is the Fourteenth, always preferred danger 
to tranquillity, provided the forrher afforded a prospect of 
advantage. In the treaties of peace, Pignerol, Perouse, 
Pragelas, Fenestrelles, and Exilles, were transferred to 
him : he destroyed Pignerol, which from its 
situation was fref]uently a burden, in the stead 
of which place Brunette was hewn in the rocks. 
He acquired on the side of Milan, the rest of 
Montserrat, the valley of Sesia, and the cities and territo- 
ries of Alexandria and Lumello. He became 
king of Sicily by the treaty of Utrecht. 

He was instructed by general Starhemberg in the art of 
deriving considerable resources from a small state; and of 
giving importance to hU army by the introduction of regular 
discipline. General Rehbinder reduced the militia, which 
consisted of 30,000 men, to a third of that force;, as 
they could not be rendered formidable by their number 
alone. The utmost regularity and simplicity were 
duced into the jinkncial department : each proyino^ sent a 
quarter of its nnouul trthittt9 wd the 


A.D. 1697. 


AD. 1703. 


AD. 1713. 
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necessities of every office were as frequently supplied. 
After all the wars in which he was engaged, Victor left 
the revenue twice as great as he found it. Nothing that 
appeared capable of becoming important in the course of 
time, or from the influence of example, seemed unworthy 
of his attention : he did every thing in his power to intro- 
duce manufactories at Mondovi, and at other places, from 
•which he hoped to obtain clothing for his army. His 
forces were mustered every month in each province; at 
which time every regiment received its full pay : and at the 
end of the year, the commanders were obliged to return 
such sums as had not been distributed at the muster-rolls 
of every month. He caused those estates to be revoked, 
to which the nobles could not establish a right by original 
documents. He regulated the administration of justice 
by the Vittorian code; and it was exercised with so much 
impartiality, that his illegitimate son was, during his reign, 
condemned to death. 

SECTION XXV. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Religious dissensions arose to such a heighth of ex- 
asperation in Switzerland, that the duty of mutual defence, 
the fundamental principle of the perpetual league, fell into 
neglect. 

The Swiss, however, avoided to offend Austria, because 
that proceeding would have endangered the Spanish sub- 
^ sidies, and because the opposition party in the empire fa- 
voured the protestants; a much larger number of the Swiss 
received French pensions, and were thus in some mea- 
sure restrained from hostile treatment of the protestants, 
because France supported the latter as* the party in oppo- 
sition to the empire. The wisest part of these proceedings 
arose from private considerations : the ‘'governments were 
d^^tituteof principlfw, evm for*^ the administration of the 

lo* 
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interior : a war took place between the pea- 
sants, and another between the citizens of th6^ 
catholic and protestant cantons : the pride and 
avarice of the magistrates gave occasion to these contests, 
which had tfie good effect of producing some reformation' 
in their conduct. In the last dispute, Rapperswyl was be- 
sieged in vain by general Verdmiiller; and the calvinists 
lost the first battle near Vilmergen: extreme exasperation 
was the. effect of these disturbances. 

The pride of Lewis the Fourteenth recalled the cantons 
to a juster feeling of the proper object of their attention; 
and for a time they appeared to follow the dictates of sound 
policy. 

The defects of legislation were compensated by the purity 
of private manners. 

Among the cities, ZiUrich appeared to be the most ex- 
posed to disturbances. No other body of citizens was so 
immediately concerned with affairs of state, or took so 
lively an interest in public business : but the violence of 
passion occasionally disturbed the clear and sober views 
with which public business should be conducted. In Lu- 
cerne, the laws were less exposed to change, and the par- 
ties extremely powerful : the latter state tended to oligarchy, 
while the former became more and more democratical. 

The heads of the ruling factions in Lucerne, treated their 
subjects according to the dictates of their own caprice; 
w^hich produced much discontent among those wdio had 
formerly enjoyed a greater degree of liberty, and had at- 
tached themselves to that city. The spirit of the tribes, 
which were at the same time societies of tradesmen, Was 
extremely troublesome to Zurich : it appeared as though 
each individual thouglit hinisieif less a citizen of Switzer^ 
land than of the town or ctmntry in which he resided, and 
less connected with tlie latter than with the tribe of which 
be was a member; whllp he seemed Vihing to saqrififp 

iir. o 
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all Other wishes and considerations to this meaner in- 
terest 

The pastoral districts remained nearly in the same state : 
the names of the administrators changed in proportion to 
their popularity, and to the fortune of their rif als ; but the 
mischievous effects of demagogical influence were less ob- 
/ servable in the cantons than in the common sovereignties, 
because in the former it was necessary to treat the people 
with respect. 

The maxims of the gcfrernment of Bern have been 
treated of in another place,* 

Such was the situation of Switzerland when Zurich and 
Bern gave ear to the incessant complaints of the inhabitants 
of Toggenburg against the abbot of St. Gall, who was 
sovereign of that district. The count de Luc, ambassador 
of Lewis the Fourteenth^, is said t# have fomented this dis- 
agreement, m the hope of furnishing the cantons with rni- 
ployraent, and thus preventing them from affording active 
assistance to the enemies of France ; and it is asserted that 
that they were encouraged to expect that Franche Comte 
would be delivered up to them, in the same manner as ilic 
L)utch had acquired: as a bulwark a line of fortresses in 

the Belgian districts. In the civil war of the 
A.D. 1712. . ^ , 1 

anaent catholic cantons against Zurich and 

Berui the former were defeated at the battle of Vilmergen, 
AD 1715 afterwards compelled to conclude a treaty 
of peace at Aarau. This compact established 
a laudable equality of religious rights, in the districts go- 
verned conjointly by the catholic and protestant cantons ; 
but infringed on the spirit and letter of the fundamental 
Jaws, by separating the territory of Baden and the lower 
independent jurisdictions, which between the dominions 
of Zurich and Bern, from the co^regency of the catholic 
cantons. This conquest of some of the cantons oyfer otbersi 

* Considerations sur les Maximee du Gouvernement dc Berne, whic 
appeared in the Essais Historiques, published at Berlin, 1781. 
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which was without an example ever since the fundamental 
compact of the confederacy, induced ihe catholic cantons 
to conclude a perpetual alliance with France, in which fh^ 
restoration of their possessions was assured to 
* though it never took place. 

SECTION XXVI. 

. Gr:RMANY. 

Lewis the Fourteenth had ir^tated the protestant party 
in Germany, which was otherwise sufficiently well disposed 
toward him, by a clause in tlie treaty of Ryswick ; in pur-i 
suance of which it was stipulated, that all the places which 
had been usurped by the chambers of restitution, were to* 
retain the catholic mode of worship when restored to their 
former masters^ 

The emperor Joseph the First ’was of a lively character; 

A D 1705 irom prejudices, and actively engaged for 

the welfare of his monarchyt But the op-* 
pressive maxims of some of the preceding reigns had di- 
minished the sources of wealth to such a degree, that the 
Austrian provinces, notwithstanding their natural fertility 
and advantageous situation, yielded not; more than a third 
of their present * produce; and it was impossible to provide 
for the expeiiditure of a war without subsidies, 

A D 171.^ Michael Apafy, the last prince of Transyl- 
vania, died and left his dominions, agreeably 
to the peace of Carlowitz, to Charles the Sixth, Six hun-r- 
dred places wxire in the possession of native Hungarians ; 
more than four hundred belonged to the Szeklers, or de- 
scendants of the Ongres, or Petschenegers ; and two hunT 
dred and sixty were reckoned to belong to an ancient 
colony^, called the iSeven Seats of the Saxons : the Walar* 
^iau pi^ulation . recalled by many circumstances the long 


1784 . 
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dominion of Rome: the wandering Armenians had been 
collected into a colony by Charles the Sixth ; and lastly 
the gipsies, a race of men expelled from Multan by the 
arras of Timur, or perhaps formerly driven by the pres- 
sure of migrating hordes from a nearer chain of moun- 
tains had traversed this region, in tents, for more than 
four hundred years. Transylvania contained in all more 
than a million of inhabitants : and the country, which i?^ 
in itself beautiful, is so situated, that Gabor and Rakozy 
appeared to be very important points. Twenty thousand 
Kurutzes, without any foreign assistance, had disturbed 
the latter years of Leopold. 

. _ Frederick the Third elector of Branden- 

A.D.1701. 

burg, assumed the royal crowm of Prussia : 
and although his administration was conducted under the 
influence of favourites often changed, yet the system of his 
father and of the French colony was never abandoned in 
Berlin : Prussia afforded the example of a government 
which sought the sources of preponderant power in free- 
dom of religion, and in the advancement of useful arts. 

Frederick, as duke of Cleves, made himself master of 
the duchy of Gelders : the emperor Charles the Fifth had 
induced William efuke of Cleves, who was elected to tlial 
dignity by the states of the country, to transfer the sove- 
reignty to him ; and the family of the emperor became ex- 
tinct at the death of Charles the Second king of Spaii^* 
At the treaty of Utrecht, Frederick obtained the inheritance 
of the town and territory of Gelders, as heir of the family 
of Cleves; and at the same time acquired the counties oi 
Lingen and Meurs, the lordship of Fleristhal, and many 
other estates in Westphalia and Holland, as grandson ol 
Frederick Henry prince of Orange and stadtholder of the 
united provinces: king William the Third during his lik 
Iiud recognised the rights of this prince to his acquisitions* 

• 

* Zuynvpi are often mentioned by the later Byzantine authofii. 
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This connection also contributed to procure the county 
of Neufchatel, in Switzerland, for the king of Prussia. 
The lords of Chalons, princes of Orange, had been lords 

paramount of that country for more than four 

A. D. 1288. r . , V 1 1 

hundred years : but they had in vain attempted 

to gain possession of the sovereignty after the decline of the 
family of the counts, although they had never acknowledged 
^ ^ • the title of the heirs of the female line who 

were descended from the counts of Freiburg, 
the margraves of Baden, and •the dukes of Longueville. 
After the lapse of two hundred and fifty years, the estates of 
the country, on the death of the last heiress of Longueville, 

\ D 170 favour of Frederick king of Prus- 

sia and heir of the family of Orange, who 
i . .1708. liberties of the people. 

The house of Brunswick Liincburg, descended from 
Henry the Lion, obtained the electoral dignity and 
the reversion of the crown of Great Britain. In the last 
war but one of Lewis the Fourteenth, Ernest Augustus 
duke of Hanover offered to support the emperor with his 
people, as well as all other resources in his power; and 
having promised to give his vote in favour of the election of 
an archduke to the imperial crown, Leopold created him 
the ninth elector. The states of the empire and the pope, 
who could not behold with satisfaction any increase of the 
influence of the protestants in the imperial elections, long 
resisted this appointment: but the impoitant services 
which this family rendered to the empire and the emperor, 
and the splendour of the crown which it was shortly to ac- 
A D 1708 length procured the recognition at 

Ratisbon, of George, the son of Ernest Au- 
gustus, as elector, under the condition that he should give 
his vote with the same freedom as the eldest of that body ; 
but that in futures no electoral hat should be disposed of 
without the consent of the electors, princes, and states. 

o 3 





UNIVERSAL HiSTOR^. 


. _ Ernest Augustus, after the death of Frahcis 

A.D.1689. 

Julius, had come into possession of Lauenburg^ 
that last remnant of the power of Anhalt in Lower Saxony • 
he also gave his daughter to the duke of Brunswick Zell ; 
and presented the count of Plate, of whose wife he was 
enamoured, with the county of Hallermund. 

Frederick Augustus elector of Saxony resembled Lewis 
the Fourteenth in his love of splendour and of the fine 
arts, as well as in vanity and licentiousness; and exhausted 
his industrious subjects o? the electorate, as the king im- 
poverished those of his monarchy. But the former, as 
their means of restoration were less considerable, felt the 
ill effects for a longer space of time ; and as the court pre- 
ferred, the arts and the wit of Frenchmen and Italians, the 
talents of the Germans were rather depressed than en-* 
couraged and developed, even by it's dissipation; and no- 
thing remained but the remembrance of a vain and transient 
lustre, instead of the impression of a period favourable to 
German literature* The latter was entirely the work of 
individuafs. 


This elector became kinij of Poland. 

O 

. . „ But .JErnest duke of Gotha, who duriiis 

A.D. 1605. , . n 1 . . ” 

the continuance of the thirty years’ war, and 

after its conclusion, was the father and saviour of his peo- 
ple, effected objects of greater importance, although his 

sphere of action was much more confined. 

A. D. 1675. „ 

He not only extended the boundaries of his 
hereditary dominions by the just and peaceable employment 
of such means as the supreme directing Providence had 
put into his bands; but contributed both by his ex- 
amples and institutions, to form his people to the prac- 
tice of 'the domestic virtues. He was ,the ancestor of those 
dukes who still have their residence at Friedenstein, built 
by himself near Gotha, ■at Coburg, Hildburgshausen, and 
Meiningen. 

A short time after the families of Brandenburg, Bruns- 
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wick and Saxony had acquired crowns ; Frederick, here- 
ditary prince of Hesse-Cassel, husband of queen Ulrica 
Eleonora the sister of Charles the Twelfth, ascended the 
throne of Sweden during the life of his father- the land- 
grave Charles, who, by the reception of the French cal- 
vinistic refugees, introduced civilization and activity into 
his capital, and ^lendour into his old German court. 

SECTION XXVIT. 

SWEDEN. 

The decline of the ascendancy of Lewis the Fourteenth 
is not more celebrated or remarkable, than the consequences 
of the misfortune experienced by Charles the Twelfth king 
of Sweden, at Pultowa, after a wonderful succession of 
almost incredible victories. He had compelled Denmark to 
reinstate the dukes of Holstein*, the elector of Saxony to 
renounce the crown of Poland, the emperor to restore the 
exercise of the protestant faith in Silesia, and the czar to 
adopt defensive measures ; and now had it in his power to 
turn the balance in the war of the Spanish succession, or 
to oblige the belligerent nations to make peace. 

Instead of employing his influence in this direction, 

. _ Charles sufilered himself to be led astray into 

A. D. 1709. . , , 

the deserts or the Ukraine, where he was re- 
duced to the greatest distresses, and was obliged, under cir- 
cumstances extremely favourable to the czar, to contend 
against a superior force, with an army whose only advan- 
tage consisted in the enthusiasm with which they were 
inspired for their heroic leader. This band of valiant war- 
riors fell in a manner worthy of its reputation : the fruit of 
nine years of victory was lost; Charles took refuge in 
Turkey ; and the splendid actions which he had already fur- 
nished to the page of history, were now succeeded by a 
species of heroism scarcely to be foujtid in the fictions of 
romance : this period of his life displays him in a light ex* 

o 4 
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tremely interesting as a man, but makes him inexcusable as 
a king. 

Charles spent five years in Turkey, in the most obstinate 
violation of the rights of hospitality, and returned to his 
exhausted states only to levy new wars against. Denmark, 
Prussia, Russia, and England. The king of Prussia had 
taken possession of Pomerania as far as the Peene; and 
* George the First had bought Bremen and Verden from the 
Danes, who had conquered that territory during Charles’s 
absence. The ranks of th^j Swedish army were now re- 
cruited with youths, some of . whom were not more than 
fifteen years of age : the labours of agriculture were in many 
districts abandoned to the women : every individual was 
required to deliver the half of his stock of provisions to the 
magazines : the king purchased iron from the Swedish 
mines for state paper, in order to exchange that commodity 
in foreign countries for gold and silver ; and the value of 
the paper currency sunk in a few days from three dollars to 
a few shillings ; the bank bad previously bought them up, 
and had enriched itself in the midst of the universal ruin. 

J^uring four years Charles contended gloriously, but in 
vain, against fortun<^ who now seemed resolved to punish 
him for the abuse of her favours. He had effected are- 
conciliation with the czar, had entered into tlie views of the 
ministry of Spain, and was on the point of kindling the 

^ _ flames of war in Europe anew, when he fell 

A B. 1718 ^ * 

before Fredericshall by a ball which, as there 

is strong ground for believing, was fired by the hand of 

one of his own attendants. 

Charles Frederick duke of Holstein, the son of his 
eldest sister, was in the camp, and thought himself so cer- 
tain of succeeding to the crown, that be made no move- 
ment to secure its possession. The Swedes, however, who 
dreaded the despotic maxims in which he had been educated, 
and the renewal of hostilities with Denmark on account of 
the disputes subsisting between his family and that kingdom^ 
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cast their eyes on Ulrica Eleonora the younger princess, 
who had no hereditary claim to advance, and who would 
therefore be obliged to accept the royal autl un ity under 
such limitations as should appear expedient. She married 
the hereditary prince of Hesse, who was b good soldier, 
a ruler of moderate character and intelligence, 

‘ and who was neither formidable nor odious to 
any of the- neighbouring powers. 

Ulrica Eleonora renounced the absolute power bestowed 
on her father by the late alteriftion in the constitution of 
Sweden. The danger attending it had been rendered 
strikingly manifest by the disorders which had occurred 
under the reign of Charles the Eleventh, notwithstanding 
the pacific disposition of that prince, and by the boundless 
sacrifices made by his extraordinary and heroic son, in pur- 
suit of his military enterprises. 

A D 1720 queen transferred the government to 

Frederick her husband : the diet confirmed 
the crown to them and their children; but in case they 
should die without natural heirs, the ancient right of elec- 
tion was reserved to the nation. Frederick took an oath, 
by which he renounced all idea of restoring despotic power: 
and it was resolved that Sweden should remain a free and 
indivisible kingdom, no part of which should be alienable 
by the king, even in the way of appanage : that the king 
should be a protestant, devoted to the Lutheran creed ; that 
he should neither carry on war, enact laws, levy taxes, alter 
the value of the currency, expend the sums destined for the 
defence of the country on any other objects, nor act in any 
manner contrary to the established regulations with regard 
to manufactures, commerce, or naval affairs, without the 
concuireuce of the council of state and of the national 
tliet 

The nobility (tlie.mainspring of whose movements, count 
Arvod Horn, was tlie chief author of these laws,) consisted 
of more than two thousand families : tlie ecclesiastical order 
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wa» composed of the archbishop of Upsal, ten * bishops, 
three 3 uperinlendants,*and three universities: the class of 
burgesses comprised the inhabitants of one hundred and 
three towns, whose number was to the whole population of 
Sweden as one to thirteen. The peasantry also appointed 
deputies to the diets. 

The national diets were io be regularly assembled every 
three years by appointment of the king ; if he should re- 
fuse to issue the summons, by the council of state; and it 
was enacted, that in casef*the council should neglect to 
issue its summons, the diet should assemble spontaneously 
under the authority of this law : extraordinary meetings 
might be at any time called, at the pleasure of the king 
and council. £ach estate was to assemble separately, and 
declare its opinion concerning the business under its con- 
sideration. Each noble family, each dignified member of 
the clergy, each consistory, each town and district, had a 
vote; large cities had two voices, and the capital had four. 
The diet was the national representation : It possessed the 
whole power of the country itself; and its full powers there- 
fore appeared to Ik mero formalities * ' - 

The council of constating of six^h^^enetors, ina* 
naged all . the impoilallt ^airs, in conjunction with the 
king; frequently indeed without his concurrence, and even 
in opposition to his will. The chancery-council was com- 
posed of secretaries of state. 

.4, treaty of peace with Denmark was now concluded at 
Stockholm, by which Sweden was obliged to renounce her 
object of freeing the Sound from the tolls exacted by the 
government of Copenhagen. The kings of Prussia and 
England, as electors, retained their acquisitions. In the 
present situation of Sweden she could have sufifered no 
considerable loss if Bremen had henceforth ceased to afiotd 
her an opportunity of interfering in the^iflhirs of Germany : 

A.D 1721 th 6 kingdom sustained a more import*”*' 

' * ' privation in the peace of Nystadt j by which 
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the'fertile districts of Livonia and Esthonia, together with 
Wiborg and Ingermannland, were Abandoned to the czan 
Specie, which had almost entirely disappeared in Sweden^ 
was the only indemnification which that kingdom gained by 
these treaties: the court of Denmark agreed to pay six 
hundred thousand rixdollars; that of Prussia two millions j 
Hanover one million ; and the czar two millions. The czar ^ 
also allowed, that when the harvests in Sweden should be 
deficient, grain might be exported thither from Livonia, 
to the value of fifty thousand •roubles, free of duty ; and 
promised to arrogate to himself no influence in the internal 
affairs of the kingdom. The terrible war carried on In 
Poland against Frederick Augustus terminated without a 
treaty. 

Sweden, in the coursa of its vict0rie9| had manifested 
that nothing was Wantihg to re^er it capable of maintain- 
ing a distinguished rank amcmg the nations, except (what 
it is impossible to impart) internal rei^ources ; while nations, 
among whom these capabilities existed in superabundance, 
have frequently acted a very inferior part on the theatre of 
the world. . 


SECTIOirX5^VIII. 

RUSSIA. 

r 

While Sweden w&s engaged in an unavailing contest 
with her fate, the genius and energy of the czar Peter dis- 
played to the world the spectacle of a great empire suddenly 
awaking to life, and which wanted nothing but a conscious- 
ness of its own powers, to give it a distinguished place in 
the rank of the most powerful monarchies. 

Alexej, the father of Peter, had already prepared the 
way for the enterprizes of his son : he was the first czar who 
established regular posts ; he erected manufactories, and 
the czarina clothed herself in the productions of Russia. 
During his reign the Russians first learned to sleep in beds; 
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he forbade the qon^mptipn of veal, because he ^islied his 
subjects to suffer their calves to grow to maturity. The ex- 
portation of grain and wax diminished, because a greater 
quantity of the former was consumed at hotne in the manu- 
facture of beer and brandy, which were no longer imported 
from foreign countries ; while more of the latter was re- 
quired for the service of the churches, the number of which 
augmented in proportion to the increase of wpulation. 
Alexej also established manufactories of glass, and caused 
surveys to be made of situations fit for the erection of iron 
works. But the spirit of monopoly gave rise to exclusive 
privileges which cramped the efforts of advancing industry. 
The czar had reserved several branches of commerce to him- 
self; his treasure consisted chiefly in furs, salt, and grain, 
^nd the salaries of his officers were usually paid in raw pro- 
duce : he was the common victualler, and the houses of 
entertainment were kept for his account. 

Alexej confii'med all the nations of his empire in the 
freedom of religion. He governed the monks, and made 
use of the strelitzes, in cases of necessity, to keep them in 
order. A book of laws was printed : and the czar reduced 
some of his troops to 4hc discipline and tactics of Europe. 

A D 1676 great prince left three sons : Fedor and 

Ivan, the children of Maria Misloslafsky ; 
and Peter of Natalia Narischkin ; Sophia was a daughter 
of bis iirst wife. 

fjpdor, in the seventh year of his reign, undertook and 
executed a deed which manifested the power of Russian 
.despotism* The nobles pf ancient families refused to serve 
under any officer of an inferior degree of nobility ; or even 
to submit to the authority of the chief magistrate of a town 
or. district, if the grandfather of the latter had been in a 
^station inferior to that of their own. The nobility founded 
claim on the rosrad, or roisters of fanvilies, which from 
jdtue to time were confrrmed by the czar. Fedor caused all 
documents, ; to be collected tt^ether ; 
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and while the proprietors were exilecting that they 
be revised and ratified, he caused them all to be throv»rn 
into the fire: the patriarch deliveretl a sermon, aid all fa- 
mily privileges were at once abolished. This measure was 
adopted- by the advice of the Knas Wasilej Galitzyn, a 
minister distinguished by extraordinary talents and great 
virtues. 


As Ivan was blind, and of extremely deficient capacity, 
and as Fedor had no children, he, on his death- 
bed, nominated h» youngest brother Peter as 
successor to the throne. But Sophia, supporte<l by the 
strelitzes, excited an insurrection, in which the advisers of 
this arrangement were put to death, and Ivan, together 
with Peter, was proclaimed czar. She first declared her- 
self regent, and then autocrat ; and afterwards, ui concert 
with her lover Tscheglovitoj, the commander of the stre- 
lltzes, determined on the destruction of her youngest brother i 
Peter, however, took refuge in the monastery of the 
Trinity. 

On this day, which was the 8th of August, 1689, the 
young czar became acquainted with captain Le Fort, a na- 
tive of Geneva. The representations of this officer made 
him acquainted with the other countries of Europe, and 
excited in his youthful mind an extreme desire of order and 
civilization, and a hatred of barbarism. 

His first exploit was the destruction of the authority of 


A. D. 1696 . 


Sophia, whom he imprisoned in a convent. 
After the death of Ivan, he adopted a measure 


of which no monarch had hitherto given an example he 
descended from his throne in order to learn how to govern ; 
and after a journey which he made to Archangel, in con- 
sequence of his predilection for naval affairs, he undertook 
A. D 1697 through the polished countrife 

of Eujrope. But the history of that tour, of 
his actions in peace, and of the lessons in the art of tvar 
wliich he obtained from his' enemy Charles the Twelfth, 
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sre too uniyemlly known and celebrated to make it neces- 
sary to detail them in this short sketch. 

We miist^ however, not judge of the czar on his own in- 
, di^adent merits alone, without regard to the circum- 
stances in which Russia was placed by the progress of other 
states in civilization and the useful arts : it was necessary 
that this country should earnestly endeavour to follow their 
steps in the path of improvement, or, from its inferiority, 
it would inevitably have become, like Poland and Turkey, 

, the mere sport of their capyices* 

At the accession of Peter, the revenue amounted annually 
to twenty-five millions of livres: but he opened such a mul- 
titude of sources of wealth, that at his death they were 
equal to one hundred millions. The emblem which he 
chose for himself^ a half-finished statue, hewn out of a 
marble rock, cannot but be considered as extremely ap- 
propriate. The work wlifch he liad undertaken required 
to be prosecuted with unremitting industry, because he 
could not safely calculate on the perseverance or intelligence 
of his successors, or on the effects of the obstinate bar- 
barism of his people. For this reason, it is incredible how 
much the czar executed by his own personal exertions. He 
was often present in the courts of justice, and attended the 
deliberations of the senate until night. He visited almost 
all the countries, the institutions of which he wished to 
transplant into his own, and all the provinces into which 
he intended to introduce them. The ecclesiastics were in- 
strumental in confirming the Russians in their predilection i 
for ancient barbarism : he therefore depressed the pa- 
triarchate : he ventured, as Michael the Third had done at 
Constantinople, to transform its ceremonial into a farce, 
and united the supreme power, in temporal and spiritual 
affiiirs, in his own person. He sang at the altar as the 
of the bishops; and transferred the ^oyernment of the 
church to a synod, .which was appointed by himself* 

(hp mere instruiuent of his will. He caused 
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thirteen thousand monks and nuns contained within ■ hi« 
empire to return to their primitive employments of agri- 
culture, and of attendance on hospitals and orphan houses : 
he forbade ihen to enter into monastic orders under the age 
of thirty, because they were still young enough to be 
trained to religious performances, and women under that 
of fifty; and commanded the younger clergy to occupy 
themselves in the study of the laws, and in translating useful 
books. 

He abolished the guard of %trelitzes, formed the army 
on the German model, and caused a code of military laws 
to be arranged by CendorofF.^ 

He paid no attention to privileges derived from the merit 
or good fortune of ancestors, and bestowed more flattering 
distinctions on personal desert : the rank of an officer con- 
ferred a title of nobility, while a nobleman who had learned 
nothing was deprived of his rank ; and every individual 
who served in any office of the first eight classes was con- 
sidered on an equal footing w'ith the most ancient nobility. 

All these arrangements served to show that there existed 
as yet no such thing in Russia as public opinion, and that 
the perfection of morality consisted in implicit obedience: 
this circumstance had great influence in faailitating the re- 
formation of manners; but it gave an appearance of cul- 
ture, rather than a deeply-rooted civilization. 

The czar caused his people to be numbered ; and found 
that Russia contained 27 1 cities, 44,000 towns, and 7I5»000 
villages : 5,091,857 individuals who paid the capitation tax, 
exclusive of 250,000 men serving by land and water, the 
nobility, the civil and temporal officers, and proprietors ac- 
tually possessing land in their own right. 

Peter gained by the Swedish war the navigation of the 
Baltic : this was the prize he chiefly wished to obtain ; for 
maritime commerce, was the principal object of his solici- 
tude, as the only means of giving animation to his exten- 
sive dominions : he was in fact so fond of naval affair^ that 
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he used to say, that if he were not emperor of Russia, he 
would chuse to be admiral of Great Britain. He wished 
to transfer the commerce of Archangel to Petersburg : the 
sea on the north coast is seldom open to ships during more 
than three months of the year; and yet the navigation of 
the Gulf of Livonia appeared to be exposed to greater 
. hazards. Before his death, Peter had the satisfaction of 
seeing his harbours annually visited by twelve hundred 
ships ; and he left forty ships of the line and frigates, and 
two hundred gallics : but tfiese vessels were still deficient in 
the requisite number of good sailors. He was also ex- 
cellently provided with ordnance ; but it was badly served 
for want of dexterous artillery-men. 

The communication between the provinces of his im- 
mense empire was facilitated by eleven great rivers, whicfi 
he endeavoured, like Chajides the Great, to unite, and thus 
to establish a communication by water between the Caspian, 
Baltic, and White seas. He carried a main road from 
'^^y l^ctersburg, to the Wolchowa ; and a 
regular course of posts was continued from Petersburg to 
Seliilgenskoi Ostrog^ 

He received the Armenians and Grusines, who earnestly 
desired an asjrldm during the commotions in Persia, into 
Astracan : these people established manufactories of woo! 
and silk; perfected the culture of the vine, and rendered 
the islands of the Volga a delightful garden : the advantage.^ 
of civil order attracted Indians from Multan, Tatars and 
Moguls; and a million of inhabitants gained their liveli- 
Ixood by the navigation and fisheries of that river. 

Ur dispatched Isbrand Ides to open the way for com- 
mercial intercourse with China; and CzirkofF and Bering 
soon explored tlie coasts of America bordering on Kamt- 
ichatka. 

Pet^T found but few manufactories already establisb^^ 
his doinlnioTis ; and*lcft at his death, including the minesj 
280: 188,000 persons were inscribed on the lists of 
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chants. I'ormerly every individual had practised many kinds 
of itiechauic arts, which were consequently in a very rude 
and imperfect state : the division of labour had however 
now taken place ; and Peter collected the artisans of each 
particular branch into large communities, in order that 
they might enjoy greater facilities for improvement in their 
pursuits. Arms were manufactured at Tula and Suster- 
bek; and, cloths at Raschky, in the Ukraine. Com* 
merce, while in its infancy, stands in need of the combined 
exertions of many, and Peter was on this account unable 
entirely to prevent monopolies; but he suffered corpo- 
rations to remain onl3»^ in Petersburg and Moscow, and 
even in those cities they were under the inspection of the 
magistracy. 

After having effected so many great achievements, he re- 
newed the imperial dignity, which the ancient monarchs of 
the Russians had assumed. His •only subject of apprehen- 
sion was, lest his great undertaking should be destroyed or 
neglected after his death. In the incessant turmoils of 
business, he had been unable to give the requisite attention 
to the education of his son Alexey, whose mother was se- 
parated from her husband, and had inspired the prince 
with dislike to his father’s innovations. The czar thought, 
that in nominating a successor, the honour and the ad- 
vantage of the empire were the only objects to be kept in 
view, and that incompetent princes should be provided for 
in a monastery : he knew no difference of ranks but thoi^ 
which are made by nature and the exertions of the indi- 
vidual. With this principle, he determined that every no- 
bleman should be allowed to bequeath his landed property to 
either of his setns, whom he might choose to fix upon as his 
heir. He at length caused Alexey to be executed, less on 
account of any specific crime, than because he was desti- 
tute of virtue : it was a greater crime, in the father’s eyes, 
to suffer Russia to degenerate into her former state of bar- 
barism, than to shed tlie blood of his owrt-son. He now 
VOL, in. 
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declared that the Russian elnperors should in future possess 
the power of nominating their own successors: all classes 
of the nation confirmed this regulation by an oath ; and as 
Peter, with reason, never did any thing of importance 
without publishing his motives, Theophahes Prokopovitsch, 
the most learned of all the Russian ecclesiastics, showed 
the advantages of this Institution. The emperor himself 
was surprised by death before he had availed himself of his - 
newly-acquired privilege. 

SECTION XXIX. 

THE HISTORY OF THE TURKS AND PERSIANS. 

Peter was defeated by the Turks, in the second year 
after he had broken the power of Charles the Twelfth. 

The padisha Mustafa the Second, who had concluded 
the peace of Carlowitz, was now dead : he had been sacri- 
ficed by the janissaries to their own avarice; and to the 
universal hatred against a mufti, to whom he had entrusted 

AD 1703 power. Achmed, his brother, as- 

cended the throne after his deposition, and 
endeavoured, by diminishing the power of his soldiery, and 
by keeping a treasure always at hand against sudden emer- 
gencies, to provide against such misfortunes for the future. 

Achmed was not inclinetl to make war upon the czar ; 
and Peter, who was engaged with the affairs of the North 
and of the Baltic, had no disposition to attack him: but 
Poniatowsky, the father of the reigning king of Poland, 
persuaded the Turks to break with the czar, in favour 
of Charles the Twelfth. The czar happened to be en- 
closed on the banks of the Pruth, by an immense Turkish 
army w.th four hundred and fifty pieces of cannon:, and 
in this extremity was glad to obtain’ peace, by presents 
and representations, on the following terms: “That he 
should abstain during twenty-five year^, from undertaking 
any extraordinary enterprise, or seeking to obtain any in- 
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fluence in , Poland or the Crimea: a^nd that Bbgoroditzkoi^ 
by means of which he had intended to facilitate the com- 
munication between the Ukraine and the Crimea, and 
Tagonrok Azoff which he had fortified, should he dis- 
mantled, together with all the strong places as far 
Tscherkaskoi.” 

The czar was more fortunate on the side of Persia, 
The sophis, who had reigned above two hund red years, had 
the seat of their power in Ispahan, the garden of the earth, 
and the centre of wealth and o? every kind of voluptuous- 
ness. Hussein, seated on his golden throne, clothed in 
his richly embroidered robes, and wearing his crown 
glittering with pearls and diamonds, apprehended no 
calamity. 

The mountains of Candahar were inhabited by the Af- 
ghans, a people in many respects resembling the ancient 
Swiss, who derived their subsistence from pasturage and 
military service, and were rather in alliance with the sophi 
than subject to his power. The minister of the great king, 
unacquainted with his own weakness, offended these tribes, 
whereupon Mir Ewis, one of their nobles, set out wij:h his 
w hole force to take vengeance. The Persians fled : and 
Hussein in vain supplicated the Turkish pasha for assist- 
ance to the common cause of crowned heads; for the 


mufti favoured the party of the Afghans, who, like the Otto- 
mans, were Sunnite Mohammedans. Ismael Beg in vain 
sought for help at the courts of Pekin, Delhi, and Con- 
stantinople, and at length applied to Peter the Great. The 
Turkish grand visier was finally induced to represent to the 
paslia, that the holy Sunna stood in no need of the 
Afchans : and that as all the inhabitants of the earth are 
enlightened by one luminary, so it was reasonable that only 
one orthodox pasha should rule in the world. The Turks 


now took up arms, in^ behalf of the Sophi. 

. But Ispahan, subdued by /amine, bad already 

A.D.l7fl2. , ,1 j ^ , rri . 

been compelled to surrender. 1 he ancient 


V 2 



2J2 


UWIVEBIAL «I9TOBy. 


king, clothed in the decorations of primitive di^ity^ and 
bending under the pressure of age and niisfbrtune, was 
conducted into the camp of the enemy : there he was dis- 
robed ; and Mahmud, who had succeeded Mir Ewis in the 
command of the A%hans, put to death the whole family of 
the sophi before his eyes. The old man embraced a beloVed 
. grandson with his trembling arms ; but he was sprinkled 
with the blood of this last hope of his race. 

The monarchy of Persia was now dissolved ; and while 
the interior of the country*was torn to pieces by the fury 
of contending factions, the czar Peter made himself master 
of the western coast of the Caspian, and projected the 
restoration of a commercial road from the north of Hin- 
dostan and Bucharia, across that sea to the Wolga, which 
he intended to connect with the Baltic by means of canals. 

SECTION XXX. 

CONTINUATION OF THE KUSSIAN HISTORV. 

Petek used often to exclaim, “ Farther yet !” and in 
reality there were advantages which, from his natural dispo- 
sitions, from the age in which lie lived, and the circum- 
stances in which he was placed, it was impossible for him 
to acquire. or to communicate to his people. The nation 
was not prepared for a free constitution, the only solid foun- 
dation of that civilization and commerce, which were so 
much the objects of his solicitude : but he rescued his people 
from the evils of barbarism, in as far as it was possible for 
one man within the compass of one age; and the despotic 
power which he retained, appeared tO be the necessary and 
natural government of such a people. 

» The czar, whose habits were those of a libertine, had been 
captivated by the personal charms of W woman who was the 
daughter of Samuel, a Livonian peas^t» and widbw of a 
Swedish dragoon, with whom she had lived at Marienburg : 
Jrer* presence of mind and masculine understanding se- 

'» lo 
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cured his afiectipris, and Peter caused her to be crowned 
empress, by Jthe title of Catharine. It appears from ilii- 
nisterial documents, that she lost the favour of her lord 
toward the end of his life, by an amour with the chamber- 
lain Mons, and her fall was confidently anticipated : Peter 
however suddenly died at the age of fifty-three, under ex- 
cessive bodily torment, which was ascribed to the stone. 
He wished to name his successor in waiting, but he was 
unable to ‘finish more than the three words, Donnez tout 

His death took place in tlie new capital, which wos 
chiefly inhabited by foreigners: and in the same night, 
prince MenczikoffJ the friertd of the empress, assembled 
the nobles about the court and the principal officers of the 
body guard, after having previously secured the trea6ui*e 
which was deposited in the citadel. The empress appeared 
in the assembly, and spoke of the right which the corona- 
tion had given her to the succession ; but declared that she 
would undertake the burden of government, only that the 
sovereignty might be preserved for Peter the Second, the 
son of the unfortunate Alexey, until he should have attained 
to mature age. She also gave bills of exchange, gold and 
precious stones, to all present, as proofs of her good will : 
upon which the learned archbishop of Novogorod arose 
from his seat, and swore to acknowledge the imperial dig« 
nity in the person of Catharine the First alone; and his 
example was followed by all the rest. 

On the first intelligence of the death of Peter, the whole 
senate, the commanders, and the bojares, assembled in the 
palace: some wished to give the empire a constitution 
similar to that which had lately been adopted in Sweden ; 
but while they were debating, they were interruptetl by 
the sound of druafts, and the palace was instantly sur- 
rounded with armed soldiers : Catharine appeared in the 
midst of the astonished senate, “ Deeply afliicted,” as she 
said, « with the grief which affected the orphan senate, and 

p 3 
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pen^rated with the same sentiment, and with zeal lor the 
public good, she came to assure them that she would form 
the grand prince Alexievltsch for an emperor of Russia, 
worthy of the name and authority of the great man, whose 
death they all lamented/* While she was recommending 
them to elect the youth, Menczikoff stood up and said, 
that posterity would form an erroneous judgihent of the 
• dispositions of this great assembly, if they did not take 
a few moments for free deliberation before they proceeded 
to the election. The empress upon this quitted the assem- 
bly; and the archbishop ot^ Novogorod now assured them 
tliRt the deceased emperor had declared to him that he in- 
tend^ Catharine for a successor; that she deserved the 
empire who had preserved it by her wisdom in the disaster 
at the Pruth. The great chancellor, Golovkyn, thought 
it necessary to take the votes of the people; others pro- 
posed that the officers sliould be assembled ; and count 
Apraxin conjured the assembly to remember the guiltless 
youth of Peter the Second, and the family of Romanoff: 
but prince Menczikoff addressed himself to the arciibishop, 
saying, What I have heard from your mouth is decisive : 
fathers and mighty lords, long live Catharine the First!” 
Tumultuous acclamations now rang through the chamber, 
and'on the military parade. Catharine, surrounded by the 
grandees, nc^W showed herself to the people, among whom 
Menczikoff threw gold ; and the heads of the council, of 
the army, and of the synod, prepared the ukase of pro- 
clamation. The maid of Marienburg ascended the throne 
of Rurik and of Peter the Great, by the assistance of 
prince Menczikoff, who had been a bakePs boy, and was 
recommended to Peter chiefly by his personal beauty ; he 
^deseiwed by his intelligence and courage the favour which 
he had acquired, and attained to the most distinguished 
stations in the state and in the army V he was selfish and 
proud ; but was a man wbo^ boldne^b <and understanding 
e equal to any ckctimstances. Thus far extended the go- 
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vernment of Peter the Gi^eat; with whom the greater Jiuni^ 
her of those princes who before j hie time, or ddring hie^ 
age, received ' a similar title, will scarcely bear to be 
compared^ 


SECTION XXXI. 

THE HOUSE OF BRUNSWICK IN ENGLAND, 

England was governedj after the death of William the 
Third, who died without heirs, by Anna Stuart the sister* 
of his wife and daughter of the expelled king James the 
Second, , After the house of Stuart, Anna Maria of Or- 
leans duchess of Savoys was the next heir to the crown; 
of England ; but she was incapacitated by her profession of 
faith, which was that of the catholic church. Even during 

A D 1701 of William, the protestant succession^ 

had been decided, by act of parliament j in 
vour of the countess palatine Sophia, duchess of Hanover, 
wife of the first electoral sovereign of that territory and 
mother of George the First, 

A D 1 14 This princess died a short time before queen 
Anne ; and George the First, upon that event, 

A*D took the oath of succession, by which he en- 

gaged to observe and maintain the laws and 
liberties of Britain; not to engage this kingdom even in 
defensive wars, on account of his territories within the em- 
pire ; and to employ no other than British ministers and 
privy counsellors iri the administration of the government, 
Scotland andEhdand had already been united 

A.D.1707. . 

into on§ state under the name or (jrreat 
tairi, in the reign of Queen Anne : and the act of union in- 
troduced equal rights', liberties, commercial arrangements, 
customs, excise, coins, weights, and measures, and a par- 
liament common to both nations. The Scottish peers ac- 
quired equal' prmlbges with th6se “of Ehgland, and Vank 
next to th^sc who existed iri Englahd* previously to this pe-’ 
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riod: they «re besidst ^pwed with the power of deetuig 
sucteen of their number aa .their representatives in the upper 
liouse. The thirty-one counties, two stewartries and sixty- 
six boroughs which Scotland contains, elect forty-five 
members as their representatives to the house of commons. 
When the parliament grants a supply of two millions, the 
share of the burden which falls upon Scotland amounts to 
forty-eight thousand pounds. The ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion, consisting of sixty-eight presbyteries, thirteen provin- 
cial synods and four universities, was confirmed. 

By the peadh of Utrecht, Great Britain ac- 

A D 1^13^ •' * 

quired Gibraltar and Minorca in Europe ; the 
island of St. Christopher in the West Indies ; and Nova 
Scotia^ Acadia or Newfoundland, and Hudson’s Bay and 
Isthmua on the continent of America. We shall take oc- 
casion, in the following book, to speak of the progress made 
by the commerce and manufactures of Great Britain. 

SECTION XXXII. 

SITUATION OF HOLLAND. 

In the United Provinces of the Netherlands, William 
the Fourth, descended from the younger branch of the 
family of that Williami who founded the liberties of this 
country, was acknowledged as staijtholder only in Fries- 
land, Groningen and Guelders. The other provinces 
considered this office as unnecessary, since the state was se- 
cured on the side of France by a strong frontier : for when 
HOjUand, after the treaty of Utrecht, abandoned those pro- 
vinces, which had formerly belonged to Spain, to the house 
of Austria, this boundary, according to* the agreement, was 
declared inalienable ; and it was determined that the Dutch 
should keep garrisons in Namur, Tournay, Menin, Fumes, 
Ypre%, Venlp, and other places on the frontiers ; should 
receive, for .this kind of service, an annual subsidy of five 
huudred thousand dollars; and should b« supported by 
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England, in case of necessity, with ten tiiousand men and 
twenty ships of war for the defence of this boundary. 

The Dutch reduced their army to thirty-two Uiousand 
men, and devoted themselves entirely to commercial pur- 
suits. 


SECTION XXXIII. 

OF AFFAIRS AFTER THE PEACE OF UTRECHT. 

In the yCar in which Lewis the Fourteenth 
died, the national *debt of France amounted 
to two thousand six hundred millions of livres } equal in 
money of our times (1783) to four thousand five hundred 
and fifty millions. A whole generation was deficient in that 
country : men of thirty-five to forty-five years of age were 
seldom seen, because most of those who should have been 
in that period of life had been destroyed in war. Of all the 
great commanders which France had lately produced, only 
Villars and the marshal of Berwick, a natural son of James 
the Second, were now living: and except Torcy, who was 
an able negociator, and the chancellor Doguesseau, the 
court contained very few ministers who had served under 
Lewis the Fourteenth. 

Philip duke of Orleans, who was regent during the mi- 
nority of Lewis the Fifteenth, was distinguished hy his in- 
telligence and vigour, but was not equally remarkable lor 
zeal in the service of the state, for firmness of principle, or 
for the sacrifice cd' his own inclinations to the public good. 

But George the First, who, without understanding the 
English language, succeeded to the throne of that country 
in the same year, was more intent upon the confirmation 
of his own authority, and of that of his family, than' upon 
the real interests of England : he calculated with more co»f 
fidence on the electorate of his ancestors, and thought more 
about ita interests, • than on his neud 3 ^.aGqahred throne, 
which had been subject to so many convulsions. It appeared 


SITUATION 
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hazardous to expose the latter to the fortune of war; and 
he therefore surrounded himself on all sides with treaties of 
guarantee, and was at the same time in alliance w'ith the 
courts of Vienna, Versailles, Madrid, Lisbon, Turin, 
Berlin, Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Warsaw, and with 
the Dutch. According to the stipulations of these treaties, 
he might have been at peace with the whole of Europe, 
wl)ile he was furnishing auxiliary troops to every one of 
these powers against the rest. 

Within two years after the terrible war which the court 
of France !iad carried on for the purpose of raising Philip 
the Fifth to the throne of Spain, the same court entered 
into the most intimate alliance with England against that 
monarch. Lewis the Fifteenth, who was a feeble boy, had 
been terrified with the idea, that if he should die, Philip 
the Fifth, notwithstanding his oath of renunciation, would 
endeavour to make himself king of France, to the preju- 
dice of the claim of the duke of Orleans, who was now the 
heir apparent : and George the First was the more inclined 
to enter into an alliance with the latter for the prevention 
of this occurrence, because the union of both those mo- 
narchies under one head was the object against which the 
great war had been especially undertaken. 

But the court of Madrid had adopted a totally different 
system since the marriage of Philip with Elizabeth Farnese, 
princess of Parma ; through whose influence, Alberoni, a 
man of low birth but possessed of bold- and lofty views, 
acqtdred the principal station in the administration of the 
couiltry and the unlimited confidence of his master. This 
man was more disposed to undertake brilliant enterprises, 
than to pursue a prudent system of internal administration, 
by which the nation might have received new animation 
under the sceptre of the king, and might have acquired a 
greater d^ree of power. He adopted the design of re- 
uniting to the Spanish monarchy all the*im'portant provinces 
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which had beeii separated froth its dominions by the last 
treaty of pea(5e; 

^ ^ 7 g broke out in Italy : and France, 

England, and Holland united themselves ill a 
triple alliance, for the purpose of bringing it to a con* 
elusion. It was discovered that Albcroni had 

A.D. 1717. , . . . .1 , 

entered into negociations with the count of 
Goritz, minister of Charles the Twelfth, and with Peter 
the Great ; and entertained the project of precijiitating the 
house of Hanover from the throve of England. The allied 
powers took up arms; and as Spain alone was not powerfiil 
enough for the contest, nor her external relations sufficiently 
mature, the queen Farnese saw herself under the necessity 
of sacrificing Alberoni to the reason of state. After his re- 
moval, Spain acceded to an amicable convention at London, 

by which the triple was transformed into a 

A.D. 1718. , t 1 

quadruple alliance Mor the preservation of 

peace and the balance of power. 

It was manifest that Victor of Savoy, king of Sicily, had 
endeavoured to deceive all the powers : for which reason he 
became, as the weakest, tlie sacrifice of their indignation. 
He lost Sicily, and received in return only the much smaller 
island of Sardinia, where he could only keep a body of 
troops in readiness for some enterprise by which he 
obtain indemnification. On thepther hand it was settled, 
that whenever the Spanish branch of the family of Bourbon" 
should become extinct, it should be succeeded by the family 
of Victor, of the house of ‘Savoy; and that, underx those 
circumstances, the hereditary dominions of Savoy should 
revert to the eldest prince of the junior line. 

Tuscany, Parma and Placentia, which were now go- 
verned by childless princes of the houses of Medici and 
Farnese, were treated as if those families were already 
tinct ; and, without their concurrence, were allotted by to- 
ticlpatii^h to Doii Carlos, the son of the queen of Spain, 
ivho was as yet scarcely two years old, and for whose in- 
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terest his mother exerted herself, in the most zealous man- 
ner, during twenty successive years. In order to obtain 
the consent of the emperor to this arrangement, Sicily was 
agein united with Naples under the dominion of Austria. 

The powers desirous of peace were notwithstanding dis- 
quieted by a revival of the jealousy between Charles the 
Sixth and Philip the Fifth. The latter complained that 
the court of Vienna still continued to bestow the order of 
the golden fleece : but the former had a more worthy ground 
of discontent, that the court of Spain had punished the 
Arragouese and Catalans for their attachment to his cause, 
with the loss of their ancient constitution. He desired that 
the cortes might be restored ; because Philip’s act of renun- 
ciation of his claim to other hereditary privileges of the 
extinct branch of the house of Habsburg, would otherwise 
be deficient in a material point of form ; and this defect 
would impair its validity<. This difficulty, however, was 
removed by the courts of France and England; which de- 
clared, that whatever defects of form or force might be 
found in the acts of renunciation, they would compensate 
by their power. 

Charles the Sixth afterwards established a commercial 
company at Ostend : perhaps he, like all the rest of Eu- 
rope^ was attentive to thte immense resources which England 
nnd Holland derived from their maritime commerce, and 
was desirous of procuring, similar advantages for the Aus- 
trian monarchy ; perhaps he only intended, by m wifesting 
this idea, to induce the maritime powers to purchase the 
abandonment of the plan, by acceding to the object which 
he had most at heart : it appeared tha^ he was likely to die 
without male heirs ; and he was therefore extremely dc- 
' sifous to procure the guarantee of all the powers of Europe 
to the^succession of his daughter. 

The death of the duke of Orleans, regent of 
France^ whidi haf^ncd iA the meantime, was 
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A quickly followed by that of his son*m4aw Don 

L^wis, king of Spain, to whom Philip the 
Fifth had abandoned the government. The infanta of 
Spain, Anna Maria, who was receiving her education in 
France as the bride of Lewis the Fifteenth, was now sent 
back to her parents : the real ground of this proceeding 
was, tliat she was not yet more than seven years old ; and 
the French ministry were extremely desirous that the young 
king should marry a princess of mature age. The court 
of Spain was deeply offended %witli the insult: but as it 
had not yet forgiven the English for the acquisition of Gib- 
raltar, and could scat-cely hope to secure the possession of 
the Italian states for Don Carlos without the concurrence of 
France, it was necessary either to forgive this offence, or 
to enter into new and closer alliance with Austria. The 
duke de Ripperda, therefore, who was the ambassador of 
Spain at Vienna, and afterwards hiinister of state at Madrid, 
concluded a treaty with Charles the Sixth, by which Spain 

engaged to pay subsidies to the imperial court, 
A.D. 1725 . ° ^ ^ , 

and not to oppose the commercial company at 

Ostend, or the family compact which the emperor was de- 
sirous of establishing : on the other hand, Charles engaged 
neither to afford any assistance to the English in the defence 
of the fortress of Gibraltar and of the island of Minorca ; 
nor to offer any opposition to the arrangement of the af- 
fairs of Italy, which had been adopted in favour of the in- 
fant Don Carlos. 

On receiving intelligence of this reconciliation, France, 
England and Prussia concluded a treaty of defence for 
fifteen years at Hanover, by which they mutually guaranteed 
each other in the possession of their respective dominions. 
These powers augmented their military force, in order to 
AD 1726 maintain peace. After the short 

auUiority of the duke of Bourbon, cardinal 
Fleury tlie preceptor of Lewis the Fifteenth) who was now 
In the seventy-third year of his age, had acquired the same 
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4egre« of favour^ qr rather the same all-powerfal influence 
and supreme direction of the affairs of Ffance, which had 
formerly been possessed by Richelieu and Miizarin* 'I^ns 
gentlq old man H’Qs a lover of peace, and his enlightened 
Understanding perceived how greatly France stood in need 
of that blessing; and on that account he always had re- 
course to negociations, and protracted them to a great 
length. Sir Robert Walpole, prime minister of George 
the First and Second in England, was equally disinclined 
to war ; in which the national debt would be increased, and 
his own credit exposed to danger by the caprices of fortune : 
and the Englisli nation itself was desirous of establishing a 
foundation of opulence and power more suitable to its situ- 
ation, Frederick William the First king of Prussia, im- 
tuodiately after the death pf his father, adopted the system 
piirsued by his grandfather, of rendering himself powerful 
by . means of bis treasury fend his army, and prosecuted it 
vvitp a resolution which set all bounds of moderation at de-r 
fiance. On this account, he endeavoured to prepare 
Prussia for any war that might happen, but entered into 
none that could be prejudicial in his chief pursuit. The 
states-general of the United provinces were equally disin- 
clined to every war which might give occasion to the re- 
establishment qf the ofHce of stallholder. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

THE PBAGMATIC SANCTION OF CHABLES THE SIXTH. 

the Si^th was exclusively occupied in epdea- 
vouring to preserve his dominions from a misfortune similar 
to that which had afflicted Spain in ti^e commencement of 
' the present cepfury. For this purpose he declared, by a 
“ pragmatic sanction," as a law of his family, that if he 
should leave sons, or, ip defect of male heirs, daughters, at 
his decease the her^itary dominions and crowns of the 
iigifsc of ^qstriii. should i«main united ; in the eyent of his 
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daughter apt fiur^viving him, he appointed, as bis succes^s^ 
the daughters of bis elder brother, the. emperor Jogefd* 
First, who had married into the electoral families vf 
and Bavaria : if these should also die without heirs, they 
were to be .succeeded by his .sisters,; aJid the iattest by 
the nearest heirs of the elder d.uchesse<s ip ec^al degrees of 
propinquity. Charles, who possessed Ihmily privileges 
which hail long been acknowledged by the emppt^rs £uid 
the archchancellors of the empire^ had thp power making 
this regulation : but it might bfcomie a question whether, 
iu the event of the hereditary dominions descending to 
female heirs, the daughter of the last reigning prince should 
succeed her father in preference to the daughter of his 
elder brother. Charles the Sixth induced the electors of 
Bavaria and Saxony to give their consent : and all the prin- 
cipal iiegociations of the greater part of liis reign had for 
their chief object the recognizai/ce and guarantee of the 
powers of Europe to the pragmatic sanction. Spnm had 
given her consent, but France wished to embrace this pp- 
portunity of diminishing the power of Austria in Italy, 
which extended over Milan, Mantua, Naples, and Sicily. 
For this purpose, cardinal Fleury contrived to excite die 
apprehensions of the queen of Spain for the security of her 
sou's dominions ; and it was agreed that it would be prudent 
to pre-occupy Tuscany ami the Farnesian territory. 

This apj)roximation of the courts, of Versailles and 
Madrid occasioned the conclusion of a treaty at Seville, in 

which England was associated ; and bv which 

A.D.1728. . ® ^ . , , ■ . • . \ 

It was agreed that Spam should immedii^tety 
secure the strong places in Tuscany and Parma by a co^s 
of six thousand men. The views of the house of jBpyfbon 
appeared so important at the court of Vienna with rpg^d 
to its own interests, tliat the latter thought proper tp 
the hereditary viceroyalty of Milan, and a con^^er^ble 
sum of money, to king Victor, on thi^ condiUon tb^t he 
shoyH furnish twelve thousand men to prevent traps- 
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action. The court of Spain, which had receive intelH* 
gence of this proposal, promised to give Victor the pro- 
perty of a great part of the duchy of Milan, if he would 
assist in entirely expelling the Germans from Lombardy. 
Victor, who had listened to both parties, was terrified when 
he heard of the conferences at Seville; from which he might 
easily conclude, that the different courts would call for the 
performance of his promises. He had forfeited Sicily ten 
years before this period, by a similar course of crooked po- 
licy. The emperor was enraged : and the court of Spain 
abandoned this prince, on whom it was impossible to rely, 
to the fate which he had thus prepared for himself. 

SECTION XXXV. 

TATE OF KING VICTOR. 

Victor, who was conVinced that the dislike of the con- 
temporary courts was personally directed against himself 
resolved to lay down his government, in order to preserve 
his family; he assembled the princes of the blood, the 
knights of his great order {della annunciaih)^ the ministers, 
the archbishop of Turin, the generals, and the whole court, 
at Rivoli, where he reminded them of the various scenes of 
his government, which had now lasted nearly fifty years, 
of his actions and his fortune; declared his wish to enjoy 
a moment of repose from the turmoil of state affairs before 
his death ; and divesting himself of his authority, trans- 
ferred all his claims to his son, prince Charles Emanuel of 
Piedmont. Victor reserved for himself an annuity of fifty 
thousand scudi, and repaired to Charabery. 

He probably thought it would be easy for him to resume 
his power when the present storm should have passed over : 
but he was completely deceived in the character of his son, 
^om he had rendered a master in the art of dissimulation, 
by the severity with which he had always treated him. j4s 
toon aslialy appeared to be tx*ancjuillizcd, Victor spoke to the 
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marquis d'Ormea, minister of state, of his desire to be fe- 
instated in the govertiment: Ormea reminded him of the 
oath of fidelity which he, as well as ail the other officers of 
state, had been obliged to take to the young king, at the 
express command of his old master: but in order that 
Victor might not turn his attention to other quarters for 
assistance, he pretended to be disposed to promote his 
wishes, while he acquainted Charles Emanuel with the pro- 
posal without delay. The new king communicated the in- 
tention of his father to the cqpncil of state; and added, 
that as he wished always to govern by their means and with 
their concurrence, so he would follow their advice in this 
important affair. The ministers, who were glad to be re- 
leased from the vigilance of Victor, and not yet aware how 
nearly his sou would resemble him, manifested their regret 
that tlieir master, seduced in his old age by the malice of 
the countess of St. Sebastian, should appear to give oar to 
counsels which would* throw every thing into confusion : 
they begged Charles Emanuel not to permit the excellent 
order of the state which Victor had founded, to be reversed 
and destroyed by his feeble age : the archbishop, with tears, 
intreated him to maintain his sovereignty, wept as if in 
despair, and lamented the fate^ of human nature; made a 
long speech, and concluded with observing, that it would 
be necessary to secure the person of the old king. Victor 
Auiadeus was made prisoner : he resisted for a moment ; 
but his knowledge of mankind soon convinced him that 
it would be vain to contend against his fate : he therefore 
surrendered ; and ended his days in a secure 

A. D. 1752, ^ 

rortresa> 

SECTION XXXVL. 

THE WAR OP 1733, 

While the first king of Sardinia Wjii entangling hiinself 
in his own snares, the emperor Charles the Sixth sent 
VOL. HI. 2 
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some troops into Italy, to oblige cardinal Fleury, who was 
disinclined to embark in any war, to pay attention to the 
interests of Austria. The court of Spain requested assist- 
ance from that of France, to enable it to take possession of 
^ ^ the countries of Tuscany and Parma; but 

the cardinal delayed his compliance. England 
and Holland were gained over to the views of the em- 
peror by the suppression of the Commercial Company at 
Ostend, and guaranteed the pragmatic sanction of his order 
of succession. ^ 

At this juncture, the family of the dukes of Parma be- 
came extinct by the death of Antonio Farnese. The last 
pfince of the house of Medici was still living, but was 
equally indifferent to the affairs of his dominions, and to the 
threatened extinction of his family. The emperor now con- 
sented to allow Don Carlos to take possession of ^Parma and 
Placentia; and gave assurances that he would not molest 
him in the inheritance of Florence; in return for which 
concession, the court of Spain guaranteed the pragmatic 
sanction. France alone persisted in her refusal. 

A D 17 J 5 Affairs were in this state at the death of 
Frederick Augustus king of Poland and 
elector of Saxony, the successor of that John Sobiesky 
whoso heroism had saved Poland and Vienna. The widow 

of the latter, who was unwisely frugal at the 
A.D. 1^97. , . . ^ n r 

decisive moment and full of partiality tor her 

younger son, had neither cherished the party in favour of 
his family, nor even kept them together. Frederick Augus- 
tus was afterwards expelled by Charles the Twelfth, who 
placed the virtuous Stanislaus Lesczynsky on 
A. 0. 1706. qP Poland in his stead; but after 

the battle of Pultowa, the former was restored to his do- 
minions by the arms of the czar ; and from that moment 
Russia exerted a preponderant influence over all the affairs 
of Poland. General Miinnich indeed, while in the service 
of that country, endeavoured to accustom the Polish mi* 
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litia to theGerown discipline; and he had already made 
progress towards forming the gti'ard, ^when he was (US'* 
placed by the influence of the despotic favourite of the 
kinga count Flemming; a man whose character was more 
distinguished for violence than for intelligence. 

The military system of Poland was thus doomed to re- 
main on the ancient Sarmatian model : the troops fought 
separately, in all parts of the country, on all sides, and 
even in flight, without concert or concentration to one 
point. Hence it was more easy ^o conquer Poland than 
to carry on war in that country ; for there, in war as well 
as in peace, there was no point of union ; the whole body 
was never engaged on one object at the same time, but each 
individual took such measures as he thought fittest. The 
extensive plains of this country were exposed to the Rus- 
sians, and opened to them a road into the empire and 
the whole of western Europe. 

Stanislaus Lesczynsky was still living at the death of 
Frederick Augustus : he was the father-in-law of Lewis the 
Fifteenth, and was worthy of holding a royal sceptre ; for 
his virtues had gained universal esteem. A strong party 
in Poland elected him king ; but Russia, Austria, and the 
dependants of the late court, were in favour of the young 
Frederick Augustus. The neighbouring courts dreaded the 
consequences of the influence of France, whose power was 
formidable even in the wars carried on against Turkey ; and 
wished for a king who should be entirely dependent on them, 
or at least devoted to their interests. The court of Peters- 
burg wished for war, because the favourite of the empress 
was earnestly desirous .of providing occupation in foreign 
enterprises for the honest and respectable general Mun- 
'nich, who had commanded in. the Rhssian armies ever since 
the time of Peter the Great. 

Stanislaus was in Dantzig, where he was besi^^ by MUn* 
nich, with the loss of eight thousand men : after the king 
had effected his escape^ the city surrendered on the 136 th 

« 2 
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day of the siege ; and purchased exemption from plunder 
for the sui^pf one million of dollars* 

While the French were thus affording very ineffectual 
support in the North to the father-in-law of Lewis the 
Fifteenth, a war broke out on the Rhine and in Italy against 
Charles the Sixth, partly because he was in favour of the 
claims of Lesczynsky and partly because the court of Ma- 
drid was still incessantly endeavouring to procure an ac- 
cession of power for the son of the queen in Italy. Cardi- 
nal Fleury saw himself ^under the necessity cf attaching 
this court and thaCof Turin to the French interest, by 
means of some sacrifices. 

The marshal de Villars, who was now eighty years old, 
inarched with a considerable army into Italy ; the marshal 
of Berwick besieged Philipsburg on the Rhine; and 
the duke de Montemar made an attack on Naples and Sicily. 
The English, who were engaged on the side of the Aus- 
trians, obtained a victory at Passaro ; but the continental 
territories of Austria, both in the Neapolitan dominions 
and in Lombardy, were conquered by the Spaniards and 

^ ^ French. Charles Emanuel of Savoy, foucht 

against Austria with aJJ the coolness and pre- 
sence of mind of an old commander. He was not endowed 
with the splendid qualities of a hero, and his exterior had not 
even the signs of a reflecting mind ; but he possessed a 
good understanding, together with an undeviating attention 
to order. All the Austrian territories in Italy, with the ex- 
ception *of Mantua^ were in a short time occupied by fifty 
thousand Frenchmen, twenty thousand Spaniards and fif- 
teen thousand Piedmontese; and in.Germany, Philipsburg, 
Trarbach and Kehl, fell into the hands of the French. 
The n^e only of the old warrior Eugene;, shone at the 
head of the Atistrian army during a few months : for all 
offloes, bqlh at court and in the army, were distributed 
by favour instead of merit ; the 8pu*it of the party was pre- 
dominant, and financed in a state of disorder. 
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Neffociations were soon begun, which were 

A. D. 1735. ® j j • 1 • 

prosecuted under several successive suspen« 

^ ^ ^ ^ sions of arms, until the peace of Vienna was 
concluded t^ree years afterwards^ 

The terms of this treaty were as follows : Don Carlos 
was declared king of Naples and Sicily; and it was 
settled that when he should succeed to the throne ©f Spain 
by inheritance, he should abandon his present kingdom* 
When that event sliould actually take place his third 
son, the present king f Ferdinaiid, was declared to be ab- 
solved from the paternal and regal authority of his father, 
and was to ascend the throne of Naples and Sicily ; for the 
throne of Spain was destined for his eldest son, Don Carlos, 
where he now reigns + : the second son Don Philip was 
incapable, from mental deficiency, of governing himself or 
others. The possession of the kingdom of Spain was se- 
cured to the family of Don Carlos in all its future branches: 
and in the event of its utter failure, to the descendants of 
his brothers. 

On the other hand, Carlos renounced all claim to the in- 
heritance of the Medici and Farnese ; and the grand duchy 
of Tuscany was transferred, after the death of the last of 
the Medicis, to Francis Stephen, duke of Lorraine and 
husband of the heiress of Austria, the grand duchess 
Maria '^Theresa; and the duchy of Parma to her father 
and the family of Austria. The state of Milan was'^lso 
restored to this crown, with the exception of the towns of 
Novara and Tortona and some other districts, which 
were given to Charles Emanuel of Savoy, as an indemni- 
fication for the exper/ses of the war. 

To king Stanislaus was confided the administration of 
the duchy of Lorraine, which after his death was in aliens 
ably united to France. This acquisition, so important on 
account of its situation and the excellence of*the soil, had 

* It happened in 1759. 

t Viz. in 1783, which was the year when this chapter was written. 
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been an object of desire both to Henry the Fourth and 
to Richelieu : but duke Charles the Fourth, who was >a 
Valiant knight, though incapable of controuling his own 
passions and of resisting the policy of France, had been 
compelled to grant such privileges to Lewis the Fourteenth, 
as were scarcely compatible even with the bare shadow of 
the sovereignty 5 * and he was in fact afterwards expelled. 
The virtues of his nephew Charles the Fifth were unable 
to procure the restoration of his rights ; but Leopold, the 
son of the latter, had been replaced in his dominions by the 
treaty of Ryswick. His power was unstable and frequently 
disputed, until the contending privileges were defined by a 
compact, concluded at Paris under the regency. He was 
a wise and good prince, and actively engaged in promoting 
the prosperity of his country ; and was the father of Francis 
Stephen, who exchanged the hereditary sovereignty of 
Lorraine for Tuscany, but retained the privilege of giving 
his vote as margrave of Nomeny, in the diet of Germany, 
in order that he might not become a foreigner in the em- 
pire, by the exchange of territory. The presence of the 
good Stanislaus was a consolation to the inhabitants of 
Lorraine : the whole power of the country was immedi- 
ately transferred to France; and after his death, which 
happen^ in the eighty-eighth year of his age, 

* his beautiful residence of Luneville, together 
with all the details of the administration, fell also into the 
hands of that government. The boundary of the empire 
was afterwards settled by a compact, concluded with the 

family of Nassau-Saarbriick, which was con- 
A.0. 1768. *' 

firmed by the diet. The*8overeignty of Reich- 

shofen in Alsace, was sold by Francis to a Freiich 
A.D.1761. . . _ , . . . . 

citizen. Other regulations respecting boun- 
daries were settled with the administration of the Austrian 
Netherlands, the bishop of Liege, and the 
A D. 1769. Leyen. The relations of France, 

with the empire of Germany, appeared to be 
A.X/. 1772. 1 . 

determined. 
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In recompense for the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
and for the transfer of Lorraine to the power of France^ 
Charles the Sixth obtained the guarantee of the French 
court to the pragmatic sanction of his succession, which 
was also acknowledged by the new court of Naples and 
the king of Sardinia, by Great Britain, Holland and 
Prussia. 


SECTION XXXVII. 

SITUATION OF THE POWERS OEW EUROPE AT THE DEATH 
OF CHARLES THE SIXTH. 

After the peace of Vienna, Charles the Sixth also put 
an end to the war against the Turks; and England and 
Spain concluded a treaty in adjustment of a dispute 
w^hlch had arisen between them. At this period when all 
Europe was in a state of tranquillity, when every precau- 
tion had been taken to prevent the recurrence of new wars 
of succession ; and in the four hundred and sixty-seventh 
year since count Rudolf of Habsburg ascended the throne 
of the German empire, died Charles the Sixth, the last male 
descendant of that sovereign, and the sixteenth emperor of 
his race : his death happened a few months after the decease 
of Frederick William, king of Prussia, and a few days only 
before that of Anna Ivanovna, empress of Russia. 

Philip the Fifth of Spain was still existing, a burthen 
even to himself^ and the government was conducted by his 
queen, Elizabeth of the family of Farnese. 

Don John the Fifth still bore the title of king of Por- 
tugal, and was employed in endeavouring, by his pious 
establishments, to regain the favour of God, which he 
believed himself to have forfeited by bis sensuality. 

Cardinal Fleury, now in his eighty^eighth year, still 
wielded, with a trembling hand, the sceptre of Lewis the 
Fifteenth. The acquisition of Lorraine was the fruit of 
his prudence; and he was rather honoured than feared. 
He expended twenty-six millions of livres in annual sub- 

Q 4 
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sidies. to the different courts of Europe; and the king- 
donii under his administration, was recovering from its 
exhaustion. , - 

The monarchy of Austria had been enfeebled by wars, 
and an unskilful administration. Belgrade, the bulwark of 
Hungary, which had been formerly taken by Eugene, had 
been lately transferred again to the Turks. 

Frederick William king of Prussia, who was severe 
both to himself and others, by means of his undeviating at- 
tention to the true source of military power, arms and 
money, had rendered himself by far the most powerful 
prince of the empire: he was an intelligent sovereign ; just, 
except in cases which interfered with the above-mentioned 
objects of his solicitude; and so excellent a regulator of 
the administration, that many of his chief institutions re- 
main to our times. He found his kingdom in an exhausted 
state; and at the conclusion of a long peace, he left one 
hundred thousand men as well disciplined as veteran sol- 
diers; and a treasure of several millions of dollars, as an 
available resource in fortunate conjunctures. This prince, 
notwithstanding the severity ol'his disposition, enacted an ex- 
cellent code of criminal laws ; and, though himself blindly de- 
voted to the Calvinis^ic creed, he allowed the free exercise of 
their religion to all his soldiers, even to those of the Greek 
church and to l^iirks. No man was ever gifted with greater 
firmness in pursuit of the objects of his will; nor did any 
prince ever more justly distinguish substantial power from 
its shadow. In his policy he attached himself to the courts 
of Vienna and St. Jameses, although he had cause of dissatis- 
faction with the former, and personally»disliked George the 
Second. He was ou terms of intimacy with the elder Fre- 
derick Augustus king of Poland. This Frederick Wil- 
liam, who knew no enjoyment but that of continually 
smoking tobacco in the company of officers whom he 
esteemed, and who^ punished his son with ignominious 
blows because he had made use of silver instead of iron 
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forks, displayed the splendour of a sultan on the occasion of 
a visit from his magnificent ally Augustus, He appeared not 
to expect much advantage to Prussia from the reign of his 
son ; because this prince was fond of reading and of music, 
and wrote poetry. The latter was so weary of the coarseness 
of his father and of the tedious lectures of his theologians, 
that he made an attempt to escape, which very nearly cost 
him his lif(p. Soon after the death of his father, he sent to 
the press a work for the use of rulers, in opposition to the 
Principe of Macchiavelli ; he afterwards became acquainted 
with Voltaire, and was compared by the verse-makers of 
Oermany to David and Solomon. 

Frederick Augustus the younger, king of Poland, was 
content with his dignity without aspiring after fame: he 
was neither devoted to pleasure, nor severe ; but his cha- 
racter was deficient in vigour. He was neither able to unite 
the factions which prevailed in Kis country, nor to impart 
to one of them a decided superiority ; and none of the diets 
held during his long administration ever came to a formal 
conclusion, 

Ferdinand Kettlcr, duke of the feudal ter- 

At. P 1757 

ritory of Courland, had died without heirs. 
The states, in order to avoid the danger of becoming incor- 
porated with Poland, had elected, as his successor, Maurice 
of Saxony a natural son of the elder Frederick Augustus, 
who was a hero and a master of military science ; but this 
choice was cancelled by the diet of Grodno. The inha- 
bitants of Courland, who were anxious for their ecclesi- 
astical and temporal liberties, made application to the 
Russian empress Anna, the wife of the last duke but one, 
who guaranteed their constitution. They received for their 
duke John Ernest von Biren, a common Courlander, who 
possessed the affection of the empress, and who governed 
Russia with absolute sway : an arrangement which obliged 
the Poles to abandon the idea of incorporating that duchy 
with their own country. 
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SECTION xxxvni. 

RUSSIA. 

Catherine the First kept possession of the throne of Peter 
the Great, with a presence of mind not inferior to the cou- 
rage which she had displayed in its acquisition : she entrusted 
many posts to which the greatest influence was attached, 
to foreigners, in whom she had most confidence ; but in 
order as much as possible ^o avoid exciting national jea- 
lousy, she bestowed the highest dignities on the Russians. 
The newly conquered provinces were treated with the 
greatest forbearance; but in other quarters she allowed the 
nobles to enrich themselves by iniquitous means, and thus 
obtained a pretence for ruining all such as were likely to be 
disobedient. Banished persons were recalled; the arch- 
bishop of Novogorod, whose character had suffered in the 
opinion of the public by his conduct at the late succession, 
was kept within bounds ; the punishments inflicted on cri- 
minals were moderated, and the capitation tax was reduced 
from seventy-five to seventy copecks. As the officers who 
had raised the empress to the throne were still formidable 
to her authority, she employed them in distant offices of 
importance : and in order to keep the guards in check, she 
raised a force of twenty thousand fiireigners. 

One of her principal ministers was the vice-chancellor 
count Ostermann, the son of a Lutheran clergyman in West- 
phalia ; he entered into the service of the Russian navy, in 
a low station, under admiral Cruys ; and afterwards recom- 
mended himself, by a well-executed commission, to the no- 
tice of the czar Peter, who took him into the cabinet, soon 
employed him in business of the greatest importance, and 
frequently boasted ‘that Ostermann had never committed an 
error. When, at a later period, the all-powerful prince 
Menczikoff wished to moke his son duke of Courland, and 
Ostermann, who was persuaded of the impolicy of such a 
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proceeding, dared not refuse his consent to its execution, 
he promised to give his support to the measure : but as soon 
as he arrived at his own house, he besmeared his face with 
lemon juice ; and on the following day announced that he 
was extremely concerned at being prevented, by a sudden 
attack of the jaundice, from appearing in the council : this 
happened a short time before the death of the empress and 
the fall of, Mencrakoff. 

Menczil^olF attempted in vain to procure a marriage be- 
tween the czarevitsch Peter aad his own daughter: for 
which purpose he endeavoured to obtain the favour of the 
emperor Charles the Sixth, who was the uncle of Peter 
by his wife. Austria and Russia concluded a treaty of 
alliance. 

Catharine was accustomed to transact business in the 
morning, and to devote the afternoon and night to pleasure : 

she died in the thiriy-eighth year of her age, 

A. D. 1727 . gjjjj jjjg ggjjQjj j of her reign, from the ef- 
fect, as it is said, of the immoderate use of strong wines. 

Her last will declared the czarevitsch her successor ; ad- 
vised him to marry MenezikofiTs daughter; and enacted 
that no prince who should possess any other kingdom, or 
should be of any other creed than that of the Greek church, 
should ever ascend the throne of Russia. Prince Menezi- 
kolF was now more powerful than ever : he feared nothing 
from the emperor, who was yet only twelve years of age^ 
and made no doubt that he should see his daughter on the 
throne of the empire : but the ceremony of betrothment 
was scarcely performed, when the emperor, by the advice 
of his friend Dolgorukoj, deprived the prince of all his 
wealth and dignities, and banished him into Siberia; where 
he lived many years in poverty, but su]||)ported his misfor- 
tunes with firmness and cheerfulness. 

The Dolgoruckys succeeded to the power of the late fit- 
vourite : they allowed the young emperor every indulgence 
by which they could hope to gain his affections and had 
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affisCnced him to their sister, when their schemes were unex- 
A D 17 JO ^disappointed by his sudden death. 

The male line of Romanotf was now extinct. 
The Dolgoruckys, in order to found their future power 
on the aflection of the natiSn, supported the project of 
limiting the hitherto unbounded power of the czars. This 
new system was sketched by the superior and secret council, 
the presidents of the senate, and the high colleges; who, 
in concert with the senate and the generals, sent Vasiley 
Dolgorucky, Michel Gallitayn, and major-general Leont- 
jeffj to Anna the duchess-dowager of Courland, daughter 
of the blind czar Ivan and niece of Peter the Great, to 
declare to her that she should be acknowledged as em- 
press, on condition of executing a written promise not to 
make war, or conclude peace, or impose taxes, or bestow 
important offices, or alienate any part of the empire, or ap- 
point a successor, or banish any nobleman or confiscate 
his estates, without the consent of the council.^^ 

Anna subscribed these conditions : but she had scarcely 
ascended the throne, when Alexey Tscherkaskoj and Ivan 
Trubetzkoj, anxious to insinuate themselves into her con- 
fidence, informed her that the ecclesiastics, the nobility, 
and the people, weroi discontented at being under the go- 
vernment of eight sovereigns. Anna assembled the council, 
ordered the capitulation to be produced, and saying, I 
forgive you !” tore the document and re-established the 
despotism* Osterman, Tscherkaskoy and Miinnich were 
nominated cabinet counsellors; and the first was also ap- 
pointed admiral. 

Ostermann arranged the fleet in two divisions, each con- 
sisting of one regiment of sailors and one of soldiers : the first 
comprising eighteen companies of five hundred men each ; 
the second, fifteen companies of two hundred and fifty: 
the first was subdivided into experienced^ men and learners 
General Munnich <was a native of the country of Olden- 
burg : he had received his military education under Lewis 
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the Fourteenth, Eugene and Marlborough. He had gone 
over from the service^of Poland to that of Russia, and was 
of great importance to the czar from his acquaintance with 
military architecture. 

,But John Ernest of Biren, a native of Courland, the 
favourite of Anna, looked with a jealous eye on the talents 
and incessant activity of Munnich, who, in the space of a 
few years, liad formed the corps of engineers, of cuirassiers, 
that of noble cadets, and had established the line of the 
Ukraine: the latter consisted of sixteen entrenchments, 
each of which was occupied by a regiment of dragoons, and 
by the fourth part of a regiment of infantry, who in war 
were soldiers, and in peace were employed in the ordi- 
nary occupations of peasants. Munnich at the same time 
completed the canal of the Ladoga. In order to remove 
him, the war with Poland was confided to his management, 
in which he took possession of Dantzig. He afterwards 
marched against the Turks. 


SECTION XXXIX. 

THE DETHRONEMENT OF ACHMED THE THIRD. 

The padisha Achmed, who made peace with Peter the 
Great on the banks of the Pruth, was still living but had 
been dispossessed of the sovereignty. He had begun the 
war in the Peloponnesus against the Venetians, soon after 
the departure of Charles the Twelfth from Turkey. Charles 
the Sixth took part in favour of the Venetians^ as he was 
bound to do by treaty ; and his troops, under the command 
of Prince Eugenq, defeated the Turks near Peterwaradin 
and Belgrade. These victories had cost the Austrians a 
great number of soldiers ; but they had so reduced tlie 
courage of the Ottomans, that the*seraskier who com- 
manded in Belgrade, concluded a capitulation, although he 
still* commanded a garrison of twenty tbou- 
; sand men. A treaty ot peace for twenty-four 
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lunar years was concluded at Passarowitz, in Servia, under 
the mediation of England ^d Hollapd ; by which the em* 
peror retained Belgrade and the Bannat of Temeswar, and 
a free commerce was secured, both to his old and new sub* 
jects, in all the harbours of the Black Sea and of the Da- 
nube, as well as a reciprocal commerce between them and 
the Persians. The Venetians had the misfortune to be de- 
prived of the Morea; and received only a few frontier 
places for the security of Dalmatia, which were by no means 
an adequate compensation. ^ No alliance as yet subsisted 
between Russia and Austria. 

Achmed was afterwards involved in the disturbances of 

AD 1728 where a youth from Candahar, who 

had followed the occupation of a shepherd in 
the mountains, undertook to restore the throne of the sophi. 
Sha Thamas, one of that family, was still living: and 
Tharaas Kuli Khan, the* adventurer above mentioned, 
assumed the title of his slave, vanquished all his enemies, 
and afterward found a pretence, in the ingratitude of his 
master, to put that prince himself to death. Kuli Khan 
now assumed the title of Sha Nadir, and defeated the Otto- 
man Turks : and this misfortune was the real occasion, as 
well as the pretext, of the insurrection by which the pa- 
disha was deposed fron? his sovereignty. 

Three janissaries, named Kalil, Moslu, and Ali, planted 
the standard of insurrection before the moschee of sultan 
Bajessid ; and their party became formidable before either 
the visier or the sultan received any intimation of their pro- 
ceedings. The grand visier Ibrahim a renegade from 
Armenia, possessed the fovour of his master and had ac- 
quired reputation by his distinguished talents and virtues. 
At the moment when the insurrection broke out, the court 
was at Scutari, wh€J*e it was engaged in equipping an ex- 
pedition against the Persians: Achmed hastened back, and 
offered pardon ]to the authors of the commotion, on con- 
dition that they should lay down their arms ; but he nc- 
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glected the means of compelling them to do so. , The 
grand visier advised the adoption of the most vigorous 
. measures : but Achmed forgot himself; and in a short time 
the arsenal) the greater part of the city, and the district 
around the palace, were in the hands of the rebels, who 
demanded and received the heads of the grand visier and of 
two other ministers. Ibrahim now refused to pray as the 
Moslems usually did under such circumstances. “ I have,” 
said he, “ yet a minute to live ; why should I give myself so 
much trouble ?” From this moment none dared to appear 
in public on the side of the emperor : the rebels soon sent 
the imam of the great mosque to the palace, which he 

. _ entered on the 16th of October: and as- 

A.D. 1750. 

sured the grandees that the people demanded 
a change in the administration : a deep silence pervaded 
the assembly ; when the imam, addressing himself to the 
padisha, said, “ O Achmed, thy teign is at an end ; they 
will no longer have thee to rule over them !” The em- 
peror now stood up, and said, “ Why did you not say so 
before ?” He then proceeded to the prison, where his ne- 
phew the sultan Mahmud, had been confined ever since 
the dethronement of his brother, during a period of 
twenty-seven years ; led the prince to the throne ; nomi- 
nated him padisha, and .said, “ Mustafa, thy father, lost 
his government because he abandoned himself blindly to 
the counsels of the mufti Feiz Ullah ; and I have also placed 
too great confidence in the visier Ibrahim pasha; but do 
thou watch over thy ministers, and thou shalt reign happily !” 
He now took his station in die apartment which jMahmud 
had just quitted, where he lived six years. 

In the same night all the nobles kissed the hem of the 
garment of the padisha Mahmud ; and on the following 
morning he made his appearance at the door of good for- 
tune, on the throne of the great Solyman. He flattered 
the authors of th6 insurrection as long as they appeared 
formidable: the gift of grace was bfestowed on eighty 
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thousand infantry and twenty thousand spatris ; and the 
city seemed at length completely restored to tranquillity. 
A divan was afterwards held to consult on the affairs of 
Persia, to which Kalil, Moslu and Ali were summoned. 
The body guards of the prince were stationed round the 
assembly, and no armed person was admitted : the Aga 
Mustapha suddenly arose, exclaiming, Death to the 
enemies of the padisha V* Kalil was put to death after a 
feeble resistance; Moslu stood wrapped in his mantle, 
and remained unmoved, awaiting the stroke that put an 
end to his daj^s ; and after Ali had also been dispatched, 
six thousand of their adherents were massacred in all the 
different quarters of the city. An amnesty was now pro- 
claimed; five hundred thousand dollars were distributed 
among the janissaries, and a splendid festival was given. 
Thus ended the reign of Achmed the Third, who lost his 
crown by paying more attention to the accumulation of 
treasure than to acquiring the reverence and affection of 
his people : he had connived at the extortions of his mi- 
nisters and deputies, in order to possess himself, at one 
stroke, of their ill-gotten wealth. 

SECTION XL. 

THE Turkish war of 1736. 

Biren put the force of Russia in motion against Mah- 
mud : the real motive of this armament was his jealousy of 
Munnich; although he alleged some infringements of the 
frontiers by the Nogay Tartars, as the pretence. Anna 
Ivanovna took no concern in affairs of this kind, public 
business being insupportable fatiguing to her. 

The Russians began the war by an irruption into the 
fertile and beautiful peninsula of the Crimea, which was 
occupied without difficulty : but Munnich, who was a man 
of excellent understanding and extraordinary activity, 
found it a much more arduous task to restrain the disorders 
committed by his officers and scddiers. The resistance op- 

fix 
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posed by the ^nemy had cost him only two thousand men ; 
but twenty-eight thousand were destroyed by their own ex- 
cesses, in a warm climlite, the country being every where 
laid waste, and at a great distance from their magazines* 
Between the Crimea and the Ukraine lies a very extensive 
grassy plain, < in which for two hundred miles there is 
scarcely an hillock, and neither a town, village, nor a 
single shady spot: Tartars mounted on fleet horses tra- 
verse this country, and attack their enemy unawares. 
Thirty thousand Russians were occupied during the whole 
winter, in breaking the ice, in order to prevent these 
hordes from crossing the Dnieper, breaking up their 
quarters, and plundering the baggage. 

At D 1 S'’ OczakofF was afterwards taken in three 
days, because the Russians were badly pro- 
vided with draught cattle and horses, and were therefore 
obliged to bombard the place without delay. . Six thousand 
men were destroyed by the explosion of two powder maga- 
zines ; and the Russians took advantage of this disaster, 
and immediately attacked and carried the town by storm. 
The Turks fought desperately ; and Miinnich did not spare 
his men, twenty thousand of whom fell by the sword apd 
by disease. The discipline practised by Miinnich was suit- 
able to the barbarism of his army : some of his soldiers 
having thrown themselves on the ground, pretending- to be 
exhausted, he gave orders that whoever fell during a march 
ijhould be instantly buried, and insisted upon the execution 
of this horrid command. The surgeons* mates and the. 
musicians were compelled by stripes to the performance of 
their duties. The enemy attempted to regain possession of 
the ruins of OczakofF, but were repulsed with the loss of 
twcinty thousand men : the pikes of the Russians, com- 
manded by Stoffeln, were found to be more effective than 
the sabres of the janissaries. 

General Wallis, in pursuance of the ^treaty coneiud;e4 
between Russia and Austria, and on the same principles on 
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which the Russians supported the party of Austria and 
Saxony in Poland, marched through Hungary against the 
common enemy. But prince Eugene was no more ; and 
this war was begun at a period when peace was particularly 
desirable, on account of the approaching decease of Charles 
the Sixth : scarcely half of the imperial states of Germany 

A D 1738 P®y Turkish tribute, and only 

' . a third part of that half performed the promise. 

Miinnich proceeded through Moldavia, in order to ap- 
proach nearer to the Austrian army : but a multitude of 
difficulties which he encountered in that country, impeded 
his progress and diminished his effective force. He lost an 
incalculable number of cattle, and was consequently obliged 
to bury some of his artillery, because it was impossible to 
transport it; he was also forced to leave behind many 
other useful articles, and it became impossible to keep the 
army together. 

General Miinnich opened the last campaign with sixty- 
eight thousand men : and in the passes of Chbtin, where 
ten thousand men are capable of keeping hundreds of 
thousands in chack, the Turks fled as soon as he appeared. 
The Russians were afterwards betrayed by their ignorance 
of the country, into ,a situation where a hundred pieces of 
cannon could be brought to bear upon them on all sides : 
but the Turks were neither able to calculate the distances 
nor to level their guns rightly ; and Miinnich extricated 
himself from his perilous situation by marching across a 
■morass which appeared impassable. The enemy now fled 
in a panic ; Chbtin declared for the enemy ; the states of 
Moldavia submitted to prince Kantemir, who was in 
the Russian interest; and the army approached the Da- ^ 
nube. But the Germans under Wallis and Hildburghau- 
sen lost the battles of Banialuka.and the Timok ; and the 
well-directed Turkish musquetry gained another victory at 
Krotzka on the Danube. By the treaty of peace, which 
was concluded precipitately, and without the etmsent 
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of Charles the Sixth, Belgrade, Sabatsch, and all the 
territory which had belonged to Austria, either in Servia 
or on the side of Wallachia, was abandoned. The Turks 
now broke oflf the treaty which they had begun to negociate 
at NiemerofF with the Russians; and the burden of war 
began to be oppressive to the empress. 

Mahmud however was desirous of peace ; and Villeneuve, 
the French ambassador, mediated the treaty, in which 
AzoflP, situated on the Maeotic marshes, was transferred to 
the Russians ; but which instead of containing any thing 
conclusive with regard to the relations of Poland, the na- 
vigation of the Black Sea, or the boundaries on the side of 
the Dnieper, only left the seeds of future wars to be de- 
veloped at a more convenient season. 

No examples of military skill equal to the splendid in- 
stances already mentioned, were displayed either by the 
Russians or the Turks: but the names of the deserts and 
of places of ancient fime, filled Europe with obscure re- 
presentations of great things. Russia had brought into ac- 
tion, by land and water, a force of 250,000 men ; and the 
number of her subjects who contributed . to the capitation 
tax, amounted to 5,091,000. 

SECTION XLI. 

SHA NADIR. 

The provinces which had been acquired by Peter the 
Oreat were about this time restored to Persia. 

Asraf the Afehan, nephew of the rebel 
A B 1730 ^ * 

Mirweis, had been killed in battle bj^ Tliamas 

. Kuli Khan : the sophi Sha Thamas had been restored to 

his kingdom, but had been afterwards again dethroned and 

put to death, because he had abandoned 
A. B. 1732* ^ * 

Georgia and Armenia to the Turks; and was 

survive^ by his son Sha Abbasy only a few 

years. Thamas Kuli Khan, as the conqueror 

of the countries which the Turks had formerly severed 
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front the kingdom of Persia, received the title of Sh» 
Nadir, on the banks of the Kura. The petty tribes in- 
habiting the mountfftnous tract, to whom the Russians 
made annual presents, in order to preserve the peace of 
their frontiers, maintained their independence only by the 
nature of the passes of Caucasus : but the Sha, to whom 
the Sublime Porte and the Mogol were both obliged to 
yield, was overcome by the Lesgians. 

Sha Nadir defeated Abdullah pasha, the general of the 
Turks; obtained possession of the important fortress of 
Genscha, the ancient Tefflis, and the whole country of 
Grusinia ; and received from the Russians the ports of the 
Caspian and the pass of -Derbent. On the other band, the 
commerce of Ghilan was retained, and even the Sha 
caused vessel to be constructed by an Englishman named 
Elton, at Langcruth : but the dread of commotions under 
so despotic a government, prevented the success of pacific 
institutions. 

The Russians, at the request of Abulchair, a prince of 
that country, founded the government of Orenburg, by 
means of which the commercial road was diverted from the 
scenes of blood exhibited in Persia, and the productions of 
India were now conveyed through Bucharia into the ter- 
ritory of Russia. The country of Orenburg at that time 
yielded a revenue of 1S75 roubles : but that sum was in- 
creased in a few years to 65,912 ; and it has been knowm to 
yield above 100,000. 

SECTION XLII. 

o 

DEATH OF ANNA, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA. 

No individual took less interest in these transactions 
than Anna Ivanovna; and even the court of Russia was 
sufficiently occupied in settling the succeMion to the throne 
of that empire. ^Catharine duchess of Mecklenburg, a 
sister of the empress^ had a daughter named Anna: eer 

lO 
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ijeral Lowenwold and the chancellor Ostermann, advised" 
that this princess should be marrifed to a foreign prince, and 
that their son, if they should have one, should be declared 
the successor of the present empress, whose government 
they expected to strengthen by this measure. The general 
proposed duke Antony Ulrich of Brunswick-Bevern, as 
the future husband of the* princess : but he had the misfor- 
tune to be at first disagreeable both to the empress and her 
niece; and it was a long time before his modesty and gen- 
tleness, assisted by the intercession of the emperor of Gerr 
many, who was on friendly terms with the family of 
Brunswick, succeeded in surmounting these difficulties. 
Anna, however, at length consented to espouse tliis prince, ^ 
to whom she bore Ivan, who was nominated by the present 
empress as her successor. Ernest of Bircn * afterwards ex- 
erted himself to obtain the appointment of regent; and the 
other ministers, who were convinced that he could not 
maintain his authority in that station without their assist- 
ance, and were at the same time uncertain, whether in the 
event of their refusal to comply with his wishes, he migljt 
not find somovopportunity of revenging the disappointment 
on themselves, during the life of the empress, consented to 
draw up the testament in the form which he desired. By 
ibis instrument, if Ivan should die without heirs, the elec- 
tion of a new emperor was confided to him, with the as- 
sistance of the other cabinet ministers, the senate, and the 
generals. The empress died in the year 1740. 


SECTION XLIIL 

THE EASf INDIES AND NADIR SHA. 

During the period in which the west and the north of 
Europe were respectively filled with gloi^ and confusion 
by the arms of Lewis tlie Fourteenth and of Peter the 
Great, Hindostah had been governed for nearly half a 
century by the Mogolic sultan Aurengzebe, son of 

R 3 



!246 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


Yehan whom he had dethroned, with reputation in 
arms, but by means of terror and severity. Iti the penin- 
sula ^^’hich lies between the coasts of Coromandel and 
Malabar, he subjected the original tribes oPHindus, as 
well as the remains of the Arabic conquerors ; placed a 
subahdar, and a number of nabobs over the districts of the 
Deccan, and imposed a regular tax upon all the rajahs. 
His annual revenue was estimated at 38,000,000 of pounds 
sterling. The spirit of the great Timur, who was the 
eleventh ancestor of Au^ngzebe, revived in this latter 
AD 1707 again disappeared at his de-^ 


A.D. 1720 , 


victims. 


Azem his son was murdered by his brother ; 

A.D. 1712 . . . . 

Hindustan was torn by conflicting parties, of 

whom six regents within the space of eight 

A. D. 1720 , , , * , \ 

years were alternately the puppets and the 

victims. After Furruksir had suffered the loss of his eyes 
and an ignominious death, two brothers raised four succes- 
sive sultans to the throne, and put them all to death by 
sword or poison, within as many months. 

At length the blood^pol luted throne was ascended by 
Mahmud Sha, a voluptuous prince ; who, in order to avoid 
becoming the object of personal hatred, confided all public 
business to the nobles and his ministers : tliese officers of- 
fended or neglected the subahdar of the Deccan, who in- 
vited Sha Nadir to invade the East Indies. 

The Persian warrior marched into that 

A. D. 1738 . 1 1 1 .1 

country at the head ot an army inured to 

war and greedy of plunder , and defeated with the utmost 

ease the innumerable but disorderly^troops of the Mogol. 

Mahmud laid down his crown and sceptre at the feet of the 

conqueror : Delhi, his capital, was taken ; and, in order 

that this age might no longer doubt the ati'ocities said to 

have been committed by Attila and Genserich in the fifth 

century, one hundred thousand persons were massacred on 

the same day; and every individual who^e appearance 


A.D. 1738 . 
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rendered it probable that he was acquainted with xon^ 
cealed treasures, was subjected to the most horrid tortures. 
A holy dervise on this occasion presented himself to the 
victor, an# said, ** Invincible.^ Sha ! if thou art a god, 
show thy resemblance to the Deity by thy clemency ; if thou 
art a prophet, show unto us the way of salvation ; if thou art 
a king, put us not to death, but reign over us and make us 
happy.” Nadir Sha replied, “ I am not a god that I 
should forgive, nor a prophet that I should teach, nor your 
king that I should reign over yop ; but I am he whom God 
sends in his wrath to punish the nations of the earth !” 
His expedition cost the lives of 200,000 persons ; the trea- 
sure which he carried back into Persia is estimated at 
70,000,000 pounds sterling; and he extended the bounds 
of his empire to the banks of the Indus. 

Having learned that five hundred of his followers intended 
to desert to the independent tribes which inhabit Caucasus^ 
he caused their eyes to be cut out with knives : on the same 
account he punished seven hundred men in a similar man- 
ner on the banks of the Kura, and caused a tower to be 
erected with the heads of one hundred and ninety-two of 
their principal leaders. He ordered his own son to be de- 
prived of his eyes, because he was too much the object of 
affection. He plundered the sacred temple of the Parsi at 
Ardewi ; obliged the priests to become soldiers, and caused 
the mosques to be converted into stables for his horses. The 
inhabitants of the frontiers now took flight and abandoned 
their country ; Kalluschkin, the Russian resident, and the 
learned Tatishtschew, governor of Astrachan, enriched 
themselves by selling the necessaries of life to the remaining 
people of these devastated countries, for ten times their or- ‘ 
dinary price; and children were sold to the. Russians. 

Nadir Sha intended to transport all thd inhabitants of the 
country bordering on the Caspian, to the coasts of the 
ocean ; and the maritime tribes to the habitations of the 
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former. For the success of all hjs enterprises, he relied on 
his treasuse, which was deposited at Kalath, in Chorasan. 
His soldiers sometimes received no pay during nine.months, 
and would have been glad to exchange their aAs mounted 
with silver for bread : but whoever offended against any 
military duty, was deprived of his ears or df part of his lips ; 
or^ was suspended by the feet, and beaten on the soles 
until the bone was laid bare. 

*The Sha took a journey into Chorasaii for the purpose 
of visiting his treasure ; apd his thoughts were of blood, 
^ _ when on the night of the fifteenth of May, he 

1 j. 1- j * i.- 

was attacked by his own guards in his camp 
at Turschis: he attempted to defend himself, and wounded 
three of his assailants ; but was overpowered by numbers, 
and lost his hands and his head. The conspirators placed 
liis nephew Adil, a voluptuous youth, on the vacant 
throne. 


SECTION XLIV. 

THE COURT OF ROME. 

In Italy, the chair of the apostles (after the pontificate 
of the furious Albaiu, Clement the Eleventh, and the short 
administration of the more gentle Conti, or Innocent the 

, _ Thirteenth,) devolved on Benedict the Thir- 

A.D. 1724. 

teenth, of the family of Orsini, who was a 
learned theologian and a pious man, but unacquainted with 
men and with theVorld : he committed, the cares of business 
to cardinal Coscia, an ignorant man of low origin, but subtle 
and hypocritical. The pope allowed lyraself to be guided 
also by Saverio di St. Maria, a young man \>diose pious eyes 
were continually fixed upon the earth; who appeared in the 
papal chambers in' the garb of St. Paul, but in other places 
showed himself to be selfish, avaricious, tyrannical, and de- 
voted to the most flagitious vices. I'hese persons were 
assisted by Fiiii, a cardinal worthy of such society. The 
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pope summoned an ecclesiastical council, the acts of which 
were so altered in passing through the press, that the bull 

XJnigenitus^^ was declared to be Rn article of the catholic 
faith ; the tiftsuspecting Benedict had no idea of the bold- 
ness and cunning of the Jesuits and Jansenists. 

The marquis Ormea who was Piedmontese minister of 
state, and the cardinals Fini and Alessandro Albani, the 
latter of whom was a patron of the fine arts, about the 
same time induced the pope, through the influence of the 
able prelate Lambcrtini, to confer the power of nomination 
to the principal benefices on the king of Sardinia: a com- 
pact of such injurious tendency to the interests of the 
apostolic chamber, that the chancery hesitated to prepare 
the documents relating to it. 

Prosi)er Lambertirii, who enjoyed great reputation as a 
man of learning and still greater on account of his practical 
wisdom, composed the difference? respecting the privileges 
of monarchy, with the new possessors of Sicily, in a manner 
favourable to the court of Rome, by a compact in which 
the tribunal of Sicily abandoned the right of interfering in 
the secret administration of criminal justice exercised within 
the convents, in relation to all such offences as should not 
produce any public scandal. By this concordat Lambertini 
acquired the favour of the court of Sicily, and by the 
latter arrangement, that of Rome : but the compact with 
Sicily was by no means favourable to the interests of hu- 
manity, as by it the life of a> harmless monk may be ren- 
dered miserable by party violence, or private aniinosity, 
without the possibility of redress. 

Benedict canoniz^pd Gregory the Seventh without really 
tmderstanding what he was doing : the greater number of 
the catholic churches refused to acknowledge this saint ; and 
his Offices were burned in France by the*hands of the com- 
mon hangman. 


A.D. 1750 . 


Coi%ini, or pope Clement the Twelfth, in- 
vestigated the proceedings of the favourites of 
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his predecessor, and punished them for their misdeeds. He 
was blind and generally in an ill state of health ; and was 
chiefly anxious to provide for his family, to whom he is said 
to have left an income of one hundred and twenty thousand 
scudi. 

Rome continued to insist peremptorily on her former pre- 
tensions with regard to weak states ; maintained them to the 
utmost of her ability against the more powerful, and endeu- 
Toured to forget the loss of what it was impossible for her 
longer to retain. 


SECTION XLV. 

THE LAST OF THE MEDICI : THE STATES OF ITALY. 

John Gasto, the last of the Medici, who had been an 
intelligent prince, but had entirely abandoned himself to 
his caprices and his pleasures because he knew that his po- 
litical iniportance was nothing, was now dead. The admi- 
nistration of the house of Lorraine was detested, because 

it was foreiffn ; and even the real reforms in- 

A.D.1737. j \ 

troduced into the government were regarded 

as the mere inventions of avarice. 

The rest of Europe scarcely observed that one of the 
smallest republics had lost its freedom, which was its noblest 
possession, for a few weeks, through the command of the 
blind pope Corsini, and by means of the same cardinal Al- 
beroni, who, for a moment, had shaken the whole frame 
of Europe. The republic of San Merino is situated oh the 
mountain of Titan, and confined within its limits. The 
senate modestly prayed for the restoration of their inde- 
pendence. 

After Venice had forfeited the Peloponnesus, that re- 
public remained m a state of inactivity : its treasures were 
exhausted, and the sources of its opulence had ceased to be 
productive. 

The last princes of the house of Este, dukes of Modena, 
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who had learned wisdom from the example of the Gopzaga 
at Mantua, endeavoured to avoid giving offence either. to 
the Austrians or to the Spaniards, who were, seeking a pre- 
tence for obtaining a sovereignty for Don Carlos. 

The watchful superintendence of the Austrian govern- 
ment was observed with indignation by the nobility of 
Parma, Milan, and Mantua. 

Genoa was engaged in a war against her discontented 
Corsican subjects, who complained of the selfishness of the 
administration to which they wegs subjected ; of the insidious 
policy by which tlie spirit of faction was supported ; and of 

the non procedatur^ a formula by wliich Genoa 
A,D.1729. . , , 

interrupted the course oi justice as often as she 

thought proper. The lamentations of a poor woman, whose 
household furniture was seized because she was unable to 
pay a tax of a few farthings, excited the ferment which had 
long existed, and produced a w'Ar which lasted forty years. 
The neighbours of the woman hastened to her assistance ; 
the inhabitants of the nearest villages joined the cause, and 
one hamlet after another appeared in arms. Genoa, with 
the assistance of Charles the Sixth, succeeded at a vast ex- 
pense in extinguishing the flame, but only for a moment. 
Theodor voii Nouhoff^ a nobleman of Westphalia, after- 
wards placed himself at the head of the Corsicans, with the 
title of king. Although his design miscarried, and Genoa 
received assistance from the Swiss, (though but for a short 
time,) and from banditti, yet Corsica would not have been 
subdued, if some ill-timed signs of preference for the 
English had not rendered France inimical to her cause. 
Boisseux and Maillebois gained some advantages in a petty 
war of posts ; and the latter intended to inspire terror by 
his severity : but he had scarcely turned his back on the 
country, when the opposition to Genoa*was increased even 
by priests, women, and children, under the command of 
Gaffari and Matra*. 

The Genoese were next involved in many disputes about 



252 


UNIVEUSAI- HISTORY. 


the imperial of Final. They had purchased this barony 
from Charles the jSixth, but with the reservation of its prir 
vileges ; for the emperor could alienate only his own right. 
This petty territory felt itself under oppression, and found, 
protection: Genoa resolved to sell it to the Spaniards; 
which, however, the emperor would not permit. 

Charles Emanuel, king of Sardinia, governed with pru- 
dence and vigilance. The activity of this prince embraced 
every object : he maintained order as well as king Frederick- 
William the First of Prussyi, and lived in a style of great 
splendour : he ascertained his income at the commencement 
of every year, and regulated his expenses accordingly. As 
no object was of greater importance to the security and 
authority of his family, than the maintenance of the passes 
of Italy, he strengthened them to the utmost of his power 
by the aid of Bertola. His fortifications on the side of 
Genoa were less considerable in extent; where he only 
provided Villafranca with a few new works : for he thought 
vigilance more effectual than fortifications in preventing a 
hostile passage across the Varo, and an invasion of Pied- 
mont on the side of the Col de Tenda. He increased the 
strength of Coni, at the confiuence of the Stura and Gesso ; 
but thought the valley of the Etura sufficiently secured by 
Demont. Varrue, Chivasso, Vercelle, and Casal, began 
to lose their importance ; instead of which, the king com- 
pleted the defences of Novara and Alessandria : and he ren- 
dered Fenestrelles so strong, that this place held out against 
four sieges before it was taken. Charles Emanuel made the 
arsenal at Turin bomb proof; and provided it with a fund, 
out of which four times as many arms cQuld be procured as 
would equip the whole army of Piedmont. 

The marquis d’ Ormea his minister of states acquired the 
reputation of acuteness and correct calculation, of great 
soundness of understanding and profound secrecy^ 
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SECTION XLVI. 

THE SWISS AND DUTCH. 

Switzerland was insulated in a greater degree than it 
had ever before been,: for since Spain had lost Milan, the 
connection with this power remained a mere speculation of 
individuals who undertook to furnUh regiments ; and no 
alliance subsisted between the most powerful of the cantons 
and France. ^ 

The new maxims of the constitution and modern custom*^ 
had already begun to shake the foundations of the internal 
government. 

Schafhausen and Basel had been the theatres of commo- 
tions relating to the mode of elections ; some parts of Ap- 
penzell were thrown into confusion by the quarrels of con- 
tending parties ; a spirit of liberty was faintly perceptible 
among the subjects of the abbot of St. Gall ; and a degree 
of dissatisfaction existed in Bern, which would have shaken 
the fabric of the state in a dangerous manner, if its object 
had been of a more comprehensive nature, and had been 
equally interesting to the peasants as to the inhabitants of 
the towns. 

Holland was held in equipoise by two factions ; one of 
which wished for the restoration of the authority of the 
stadtholder and a close connection with Great Britain and 
Austria; the other desired to have no stadtholder, and to 
maintain a perfect neutrality: but the advantage which 
arises from such a system is attainable by very few coun- 
tries, on account of their situation. 

SECTION XL VII. 

• ■ 

ENGLAND AND SCANDINAVIA. 

Sir Robert Walpole hml reduced the national debt of 
England, during his long-administration, to forty-six mil- 



254 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


lion pounds sterling. He was a man of sound judgment^ 
and of great perseverance in the execution of such resolu- 
tions as had been adopted on sufficient grounds : but the 
commercial class was jealous of the Spaniards ; the naval 
part of the nation wished for an opportunity of displaying 
its prowess ; and the opposition urged the commencement 
of a war, which, in its progress, often endangered the sta- 
bility both of the throne and of the ministry, by the vicis- 
situdes of fortune. Spain had granted privdeges for a 
certain number of years to company of English merchants 
called the Assiento ; by which they were empowered to 
transport a determinate quantity of valuable wood from 
Campeachy, situated in the American bay of Honduras : 
Spain accused this company of carrying on a contraband 

A D 1739 the company complained of 

hostile treatment on the part of the Spaniards : 
and these mutual recriminations gave rise to the War in 
which admiral Vernon blockaded Portobello. But the 
court of London, which had been forced into this war 
against its inclination, conducted it negligently; and a 
*tfreaty was soon concluded by Keane, on the part of the 
English, and the marquis of Villarias on that of Spain, 
which received its name from the Spanish castle of Pardo. 
The English nation, however, was displeased with ^this 
peace, and the privateers continued their enterprises. 

The king of Denmark sought for the sources of opu- 
lence in the commerce of the Indies and America : but the 
circumstances of his country with regard to agriculture and 
manu&ctures, the real foundations of commerce, were not 
sufficiently flourishing; and hence this trade caused the ex- 
portation of a greater quantity of specie thdn of manu- 
factures. 

Sweden was desirous of repose ; but the spirit of faction al- 
lowed her not to e^joy that blessing : her jparticipation in the 
war Subsequent to the death of the elder Frederick Augustus, 
ura9 almost inevitable; and the dread of the Russians^ 
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against whose power cardinal Fleury was unable to afford 
Sweden any very effectual assistance, induced this country 
to prefer the renewal of the alliance with Russia, to a sub- 
sidiary treaty with France, which was already in progress. 
This resolution gave rise to vehement commotions on the 
part of the adherents of France, who seemed rather to re- 
member what Sweden had formerly been able to effect, than 
to consider how greatly the relative power of the states was 
now changed. Five members of the council of the kingdom 

AD i'".5 length disjjlaced, and the party of the 

court and of France obtained the superiority. 

SECTION XLVIIL 

CONCLUSION. 

The pacific Fleury, who was now nearly ninety years 
old, contented with the acquisition of Lorraine as the foun- 
dation of his posthumous reputation, still guided the coun- 
cils of France; the preservation of peace was also the 
favourite object of Walpole and of the Dutch ; the court 
of Russia, now under the government of a czar only a few 
months old, seemed disposed to avoid any important move- 
ments ; the maternal affection of the queen of Spain for her 
son Don Carlos, had cause to be satisfied ; and neither the 
inactive court of Portugal^ nor the exhausted kingdom of 
Sweden, nor the tranquil administration of Denmark, nor 
the character of Mahmud, who was inclined to peace and 
pleasure, threatened to disturb the repose of Europe. At 
this conjuncture Maria Theresa, now in her twenty-fourth 
year, and Frederieje king of Prussia, in his twenty-ninth, 
ascended their respective thrones. The former succeeded 
to the government of an ancient and extensive, but enfeebled 
monarchy, the possession of which was secured to her by 
amicable compacts with the whole of Europe ; the latter to 
a sovereignty of far less extent, whose chief foundation 
had been a body of excellent troops and a considerable 
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treasure: the princess was occupied only with the wish and 
the resolution to defend her hereditary crowns ; the king 
eager to obtain personal distinction, and desirous of con- 
firming the power which had been founded by his father 
and great grandfather, on such foundations as should give 
it a degree of consistency less dependent on the variable 
caprices of fortune, and on the talents of kings or states- 
men. 
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BOOK XXIIL 

MARIA THERESA, FREDERICK, AND NORTH AMERICA. 


SECTION L 

THE FIRST SILESIAN WAR. 

Charles the Sixth died on the 20th of October, 1740: 
and notwithstanding all Europe had guaranteed the indivi- 
sibility of his dominions, tlie king of Prussia took posses- 
sion of Silesia on the 13th of the following December. 
Prussia contained only 2,200,000 inhabitants, and its re- 
venue did not exceed 14,000,000 dollars: its king was 
acting in direct contravention of a treaty which had be- 
come a fundamental law of Europe, and he could expect 
assistance neither from France nor England. The efficacy 
of the system of tactics introduced by his father, was not 
yet known : and the enterprises of Frederick were regarded 
as the. adventures of an inexperienced youth, who would 
probably be made to pay dearly for his wild caprices. 
Silesia consisted of seven principalities and six lordships : 
it was inhabited by a population tolerably numerous in 
proportion to the extent of its territory, and amounting to 
1,500,000 : the taxes were not oppressive from their amount, 
.though they were unequally distributed; and the inhabit- 
, ants were for the most part industrious and intelligent 
The pretence of which Frederick availed^ himself for the 
justification of his measures, was the inalienable right of 
his family to the prii\cipaUty of Jagerndorf, which George, 
margrave of Brandenburg, had purchased about the year 
15^4, from George, baron of Schellenberg, husband of 

VOL. HI. s 
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the heiress of that principality. The crown of Bohemia-^ 
t)f which Jagerndorf was a fief, had given its consent to this 
transaction. The son of this margrave transferred the 
principality to his cousin John Frederick elector of Bran- 
denburg, who left the territory which he had thus acquired 
A D 1 *2 second son the margrave John George. 

The hitter was involved in the proceedings of 
Frederick the elector palatine, who caused himself to be 
crowned king of Bohemia; shared his misfortunes, and 
was outlawed by Ferdinani? as a rebellious vassal : he died, 
and his son left no children. At the peace of Westphalia, 
the claims of the electoral family were referred for their 
settlement to a future discussion : and the king now de- 
manded not only Jagerndorl^ but Nutzniessung also, which 
had been alienated upwards of eight hundred years. 

Li addition to this claim, Frederick duke of Lignitz, of the 
family of the Piasts, had concluded a treaty of inheritance 
with Brandenburg in the year 1537j which had been re- 
cognized as valid by the states of the country. Ferdinand, 
as king of Bohemia and lord paramount of the princes of 
Silesia, annulled this treaty, and the duke was compelled 

to abandon it. The ducal line of Lixznitz bo- 

A.D. 15.96. * 1 , ® 

came x^xtinct ; and their territory devolved on 

A D 1675 ^ collateral branch of their family, which 

reigned at Brieg and Wolau. The latter ex- 
pired in its turn, exactly at the time when the great elector, 
Frederick William, was not only in a situation to prosecute 
with vigour those claims which his fatlier would have been 
obliged to let fall ; but was also able to hold out to the 
protestants of Silesia, who had been "extremely oppressed, 
a prospect of becoming the subjects of a prince of their 
own creed : yet Ijis situation did not permit him to- take 
advantage of their wishes; and his son was content to 
abandon all his pretensions of that nature, for a sum of mo- 
ney. The king," however, now set up the maxim, that in 
the house of Brandenburg no alienatioiL of poanessions or 

12 . 
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pretensions, is obligatory on the successor: ami it was in 
vain urged, that his grandfather had received the sovereignty 
of Schwibus, a recognition of his claims on East Fries- 
land and a sum of 250,000 florins, as a compensation. 

The king gained possession of the province without diffi- 
culty; because, as his attack was unexpected, no measures 
had been taken to prevent its success. He afterwards of- 

fei'ed to the heiress of Charles the Sixth, as 

A.D. I74i; , . ^ . 

the price of her renunciation or Silesia, 

2,000,000 florins in money, hi% assistance for the preser- 
vation of her remaining dominions, and his influence in 
favour of the election of her husband to the empire. The 
court of Vienna opposed to these pretensions, the consti- 
tution of the empire, and the guaranteed pragmatic sanc- 
tion which forbad every division of the hereditary do- 
minions of Austria. In truth, there was giound to fear 
that submission might tempt the c*upidity of other powers; 
and that any manifestation of weakness or timidity might 
deprive the new sovereign of her political importance: and 
finally, it was reasonable to expect that the cavalry which 
had been trained by Montccuculi, and the army of the 
great Eugene, so often victorious, would be able to sustain 
a contest against a body of infantry which had been raisecf 
and disciplined in profound peace, and whoso evolutions 
seemed fitter for parade than for real service. The cavalry 
under general Romer, in the plains of Mollwitz, kept the vic- 
tory for a long time undecided : but that commander was not 
able sufficiently to restrain his impetuosity ; and general 
Neippergwas obliged to yield to the superiority which the 
enemy derived from Jiis dexterity iii close fighting, and in 
rapid and well-directed vollies. Maria Theresa, the em- 
press queen, offered to abandon to the king a part of the 
territory which he had conquered ; but* Frederick, who 
was well acquainted with the difficulties under which she 
laboured from other quarters, demanded remuneration for 
the expenses which he had incurred in the ptoseemion of 
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the war; and immediately entered into connection with 
Bavaria and France. 


SECTION II. 

CHARLES THE SEVENTH. 

A PARTY desirous of war, at the head of which were 
the marshal Bellisle and his brothers, combated the pacific 
intentions of cardinal Fleury : All western Europe,” said 
they, from Calais to Gibraltar, and the half of Italy 
now obey the Bourbons; the time is come to follow out 
the plan of Henry the Great, by destroying for ever the 
rival power of the ancient house of Austria; to revenge 
the days of Pavia, St. Quentin, Hbchstadt, and Ramillies ; 
and to obtain for the French nation a perpetual and incon- 
testible superiority in the affairs of Europe. The court of 
Vienna is exhausted by war ; the empire has many injuries 
to revenge on the descendant of the Ferdinands. Sixty 
years have not elapsed since Hungary was deprived of its 
ancient rights ; let the king assert the claims of the son of 
that Bavarian elector who was formerly rendered unfortu- 
nate by the friendship of France, and he will serve his 
benefactor on the throne of the Caesars : a word, a demon- 
stration, the display of a small portion of our power, is 
suflBcient to complete this great work !” The cardinal, fa- 
tigued and overcome, though not convinced, at first adopted 
the resolution, that Charles Albert, elector of Bavaria, 
should be supported in the imperial election : and nego- 
tiations were afterwards entered into with the king of 
Prussia. 

The relations subsisting between England and Spain, 
>vere undetermined : it would have been comformable to the 
interests of Britain, to restore Sicily and Naples to Austria ; 
and Ostend would have been a bribe sufficient to have pro- 
cured the support ‘of an English army in an attempt to 
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recover Lorraine, and in the election of the husband of 
Maria Theresa. 

Charles Philip elector palatine, the last member of the 
first branch of the family of Neuburg, died about this 
period ; and was succeeded by Charles Theodore, count 
palatine of Sulzbach, a descendant of Augustus the se- 
cond son of Philip Lewis duke of Neuburg. Prussia had 

A D 1 49* already subsisting convention 

of Cleves, through which she possessed Ju- 
liers and Berg, to the line of StJzbach. She had granted 
this resolution as a signal favour. 

George the Second, king of Great Britain and elector of 
Brunswick, who had a strong predilection for his electoral 
dominions, and managed its affairs with an accurate know- 
ledge of its interests, took the part of Maria Theresa, as 
well on account of the ascendancy which her ruin would 
give to the French, as of that which the court of Prussia 
would acquire by farther victories in the north of Germany. 
Holland followed its own maxims : Sweden was disposed to 
the side of the French; and at Petersburg the interest of 
Austria was preponderant. 

The f^rench court endeavoured to excite the Swedes to 
give employment to Russia, in order that the latter might 
not bye able to compel the king of Prussia to submit ; and 
two months after France had engaged to effect that ob- 
ject. Sweden declared war against Russia on pretence of 
ufidefined grievances, and on suspicion of having been a 
party to the murder of major-general Sinclair ; Sparre, a 
Swedish counsellor of state, expected with ten thousand 
men, to obtain possession without difficulty, of Wiborg, 
and even of Presburg. 

Meanwhile the forces of the Bavarians, supported by 
France, invaded Austria. Charles Albert laid claim to the 
hereditary dominions, as son of the sister of Charles the 
Sixth; the valuables of Vienna began to be conveyed to 

s 3 
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Gratz and Petersburg; Upper Austria aclfnowledged the 
elector ; Bohemia was taken ; and the enemy called Maria 
Theresa only the grand duchess of Tuscany. 

In this pressing emergency she presented herself, with 
her infant son Joseph, the descendant of so many sovereigns, 
to the diet of the Hungarians. This appeal excited them 
to the magnanimous resolution of sacrificing their proper- 
ties and lives in her defence, and rendered her formidable 
to her enemies ; who, forgetting to estimate the effects of 
her presence of mind, an(l the potency of beauty and in- 
nocence under persecution, had supposed her power to be 
already annihilated. Hungary, Slavonia, Dalmatia, Cro- 
atia, Transylvania, and the utmost limits of the Christian 
world, now poured forth a swarm of impetuous hordes, who 
annoyed the enemy by the extreme celerity of their attacks, 
intercepted his supplies, and terrified him even by the 
sight of their horrid figures. The French auxiliary army 
of the Bavarians, consisting of thirty tliousaiid men, was 
soon reduced to half that number. 

Marshal Bellisle, who was in F rankfort urging on the 
election, from that post directed the movements of the 
army in Bohemia : and his jealousy of the duke ai Broglio 
soon became equally prejudicial to the French arms. Car- 
dinal Fleury gave authentic demonstrations of his dislike 
to this unrighteous war; and the allies perceived that he 
intended to embrace the earliest opportunity pf bringing it 
to a conclusion. 

The king of Sardinia had been neglected by France, and 
was too sagacious to wish that one of his two powerful 
neighbours should acquire the whole gway of the continent, 
or to believe that Europe would permit the French to pb- 
AD 1745 therefore, after having published 

his claims to the dukedom of Mil^n, he con- 
cluded a compact at Worms .with Austria apd Great Bri- 
tain; by which he engaged to keep w army of forty-five 
thousand men in Lombardy, at the disposal of both those 
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powers : for this object the court of St. James’s assisted him 
witli a subsidy of two hundred thousand pounds sterhng. 
Maria Theresa transferred to him that part of the Milanese 
dominion which comprises the district of Vigevano ; a por- 
tion of the Pavesan territory lying on the hither side of the 
Ticino and to the southward of the Po ; Bobbio, and the 
fertile county of Anghiera, which commands the Lago Mag- 
giore and the entrance of the passes of the Simplon : and a 
negotiation was adopted relative to the imperial fief ol 
Final. ^ 

This last proceeding alarmed Genoa: the senate of that 
town directed its views toward the French for assistance; 
which, however, it dared not to ask. Venice hastened its 
ministerial coniiecUou with the court of Turin, which had 
been interrupted by the frivolous claim to the possession of 
Cyprus. This conjuncture appeared to the queen of Spain, 
to be a favourable moment lor life acquisition of an Italian 
sovereignty for her second son Don Philip. Frederick 
Augustus elector of Saxony and king of Poland, after a 
long period of hesitation, declared himself in favour of the 
court of Vienna, to which he was chiefly indebted for his 
crown. 

Great Britain prepared for war in the cause of Maria 
Theresa. 

All Europe, for the tranquillity of which, in the event 
which had now happened, Charles had provided with so 
much solicitude, was thrown into confusion by the tyran- 
nical schemes of Frederick and the ambition of Bellisle. 
Thus Maria Theresa, Great Britain, Russia and Sardinia, 
were arranged on one side; and France, Prussia, Bavaria, 
Spain and Sweden on the other. 

Cardinal Fleury in vain endeavoured to settle these dif- 
ferences by mediation : Holland and the^ empire were both 
proposed for this purpose ; but neither of these confederated 
republics had sufficient authority to give weight to their 
pacific wishes. The vizier of the Ottoman padisha offered 
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himse^lf as a mediator to persuade the Christians to restore 
peace : but the proposal excited only admiration. 

During these movements among the courts, Frederick 
prosecuted his victories, the first of which was obtained at 
Chotusiz or Czaslau, and was owing to the perfect state 
to which he had brought his cavalry ; in consequence of 

these defeats, the queen concluded the peace of 

A.D.1742. „ . 11 1- .1 

Breslau, agreeably to nis wishes. 

The elector of Bavaria had now become the emperor 
Charles the Seventh; but %s he was inefficiently supported 
by his confederates, and utterly destitute of 'the pre* 
sence of mind necessary in bis situation, he soon lost 
Upper Austria and Bohemia, and was even driven out of 
Bavaria. He lived in poverty and contempt at Frankfort, 
where he had been crowned with extraordinary magni- 
ficence : he left his family encumbered with a debt of forty 
millions, and died at thd end of three years of continued 
misfortunes. 


SECTION III. 


THE SECOND SILESIAN WAR. 

Frederick had indeed asain resorted to 

A. D. 1744. ^ ^ f 

arms, under the idea that ii he could prqcure 
Bohemia for Charles the Seventh, he should render his go- 
vernment of Silesia more secure. In this contest he dis- 
played at Hohenfriedberg the powers of his profound tactics*; 
showed in the pass of Sorr how little advantage could be 
gained over him, even under the most adverse circum- 
stances, and compelled the court of Saxony, by the victory 
which Dessau gained at Kesselsdorf, to sue for peace. A 
^ ^ treaty which was concluded at Dresden, by 

Austna and Saxony on one side, and Prussia 
on the other, was promoted by George the Second, who 

. ^ wished to allay this feud, in order to unite the 

A.D. 1745. ‘ . 1 u 

whole power of Austria against the Bourbons^ 


A. D. 1745. 
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TJie queen was compelled, by the unfavourable aspect of 
affairs in Saxony, to conclude this treaty ; which confirmed 
to the king of Prussia his Silesian conquest. 
Francis, the husband of the queen, was after- 
wards elected emperor. 

SECTION IV. 

THE PEACE OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE. 

As the weakness of Frederick Augustus had been the 
means of obliging Maria Theresa to make peace, so the 
court of France, which was now tired of the war, deter- 
mined to attain the same object by an attack on Holland. 
The fortune of war was as yet undecided between France 
and England : George had gained the victory of Dettingen, 
and Lewis that of Fontenoy ; and the events of the mari- 
time war were in favour of Great Britain. This state of 
affairs had frustrated the objects of the congress of Breda. 
The Frencii.at length invaded Holland, which desired 
in vain to maintain a neutrality that would have been to 
the advantage of England. Bergen- op- Zoom was taken: 
the terrors of the former victories of Lewis pervaded the 
ill-prepared republic; and its administration, enfeebled by 
divisions and tottering under its misfortunes, fell under 
the attempts of those who enforced the necessity of a com- 
mon centre of power. 

Within eight days after the French declaration of war, 
the town of Ter Veer, in Zealand, proposed to restore the 
power of the stadtholder in the person of William Henry 
Friso. This princ« was the fifth descendant of John count 
of Nassau Dillcnburg, brother of the first William of 
Orange, the founder of Belgic freedom : his ancestors had 
been stadtholders of the provinces of t'rieslaiid ; and his 
heroic father John William had been declared by William 
the Third, as grandson of his fathers sister, the heir of 
the allodial possessions of the house of Orange. William 
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tlie Fourth was liimself stadtholder of Friesland and 
Gueldcrs: and the influence of party spirit was so un- 
bounded, that the power of the new stadtholder was not 
only declared hereditary, as it had been under king Wil- 
liam, but inheritable by females. 

Prom this moment Great Britain endeavoured to rescue 
the United Provinces, by making peace with France. 

The treaty was concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle, and con- 
firmed tlie stipulations of Breslau and Dresdci^ with regard 

. ^ to Silesia, as vvell as those concluded at Worms 

A.D. 1748 . . , . . 

in favour of Sardinia. The court of Spain was 
appeased with the duchies of Parma and Placentia, which 
Theresa transferred to the infant Don Philip. The court 
of France, whicli had formerly received Lorraine as the 
price of its forbearance from war, gained nothing by a con- 
test of eight years in which it incurred the loss of an in- 
numerable multitude of' men, and a national debt the 
annuaj interest of which amounted to sixty -nine millions. 
George the Second had maintained the balance of power 
at the expense of thirty-one millions of pounds sterling; 
which at this time was the amount of the debt of England. 

Theresa had lost Silesia, Parma, Placentia, and a part 
of the Milanese teriatory; and, as if to show that the power 
of a state depends not so much on the extent of dominion 
as on the administration of its resources, Austria became 
more flourishing and powerful under the government of this 
good and great princess, than it had ever been at any former 
period since the reign of the liouse of Habsburg. Her 
genius inspired the hereditary monarchy with new vigour ; 
and every succeeding year repaid her maternal cares with a 
great increase of population and prosperity. Her army, in 
the succeeding war, broke the power of Frederick the 
Great; and. on tlic second occasion he was unable to gam 
any advantage over it. Maria TJieresa raised her mo- 
narchy, during the forty years of her reign, from {he most 
dreadful crisis, and from the still greater difficulties of the 
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seven years^ war, to a degree of prosperity and vigour wliicli 
rendered it the greatest empire in Europe. 

SECTION V. 

ELIZABETH, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA. 

^ In Russia the child Ivan bore the title of em- 

A. D. 1741 . ^ 1 . . 

peror: Ernest ot Biren administered the re- 
gency; while the emperor’s father, Antony Ulrich, carried 
the staff of commander-hi-chicf of the forces, but was en- 
tirely governed by the field-marshal-general count of Miin- 
nich. The regent committed the error of ofiending this 
important and ambitious man : in the cabinet he opposed 
count Bestuscheff to the chancellor Ostermann; he dis- 
pleased the mother of the emperor by his pride, and ne- 
glected to employ any means for his own security. Mviii- 
nich, who easily found means to lull Biren into security, 
promised the princess-mother to release her from his 
authority. MUnnich repaired at two o’clock in the morn- 
ing to her chamber; she commanded the palace guard to 
follow, who readily obeyed the voice of the old general. 
They broke into the apartments where Biren and his wife 
were asleep in the utmost security ; Biren started up, and 
attempted to resist; but he was gagged, bound, and con- 
veyed to the palace of the princess-mother. They alsp 
began to carry his wife to the same place; but finding her 
•too heavy, tlirew her half naked into the snow. On the 
following day the regent was imprisoned at Schlusselburg : 
and thus ended the power of a man who had in fact go- 
verned Russia eleven years, merely because he was beloved 
by Anna Ivanovna. 

Anna, the priuccss-mother, succeeded to the office of 
regent ; MUnnich became minister of >^ar ; Ostermann re- 
inained at the head of the foreign and naval departinenta ; 
and Ta^erkaskqi^and Golovkin administered the of 
the interior. But the insatiable ambition of Munnich was 
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mortified when he perceived that all things were not con- 
ducted implicitly according to his will, owing in some mea- 
sure to the complicated relations of the different powers. 
The king of Prussia obtained, by means of Winterfeld, a 
cousin of Mlinnich, a promise of a body of 12,000 Rus- 
sian troops for his defence ; but the Austrian minister, the 
Marchese di Bott^ Adorno, and count Lynar, minister of 
Saxony, against the will of Miinnich, procured a renewal 
and confirmation of the alliance with Austria. This in- 
duced the minister of war tp request his dismission : but his 
vanity was excessively mortified when he received it. 

Before he could recover himself from his vexation, a 
surgeon belonging to the French colony at Celle, in the 
territory of Hanover, who had formerly been banished to 
Casan, and who was now in the service of the princess 
Elizabeth daughter of Peter the Great, triumphed over 
the policy of Ostermann obliged Miinnich to submit to 
the same treatment to which that general had formerly 
subjected Ernest of Biren ; overthrew the Austrian party ; 
and changed the order of succession, to the throne. 

This man was named Lestocq ; he gained the affection 
of the body guard of Preobraschensky for Elizabeth, by 
means of money : Hie princess lived in a perfectly confi- 
dential manner with these soldiers, walked about leaning 
x)n their arms, and allowed them the most familiar liberties. 

These occurrences were known in England and at Brus- 
sels: the regent was w^arned of her danger, but she was in- 
dolent and romantic; and instead of taking any precautions, 
amused herself, and a young lady named Mengden, with 
plans for her conduct when she should become unfor- 
tunate : she made no communication on the subject to her 
husband, whose rude understanding was repulsive to her 
sensibility. In the night of the twenty-fifth December, 
Elizabeth made a vow to the Holy Virgin, that if she 
should become empress she w^ould never shed blood. She 
adorned herself with the order of Catharine her mother ; 
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'^oated herself on a sledge; and drove, accompanied by 
Lestocq, and the chamberlain Woronzoff, to the guard of 
Preobraschensky. Lestocq called out aloud, Long live 
the daughter of Peter the Great; long live the empress 
Elizabeth!” Every voice re-echoed the cry: the most de- 
voted of the officers and soldiers dispersed themselves in 
order to arrest the cabinet ministers; thirty men securetl 
the persons of the emperor’s parents, and on the following 
morning all the regiments present swore allegiance to the 
empress Elizabeth. ^ 

Anna, Antony Ulrich, and their unfortunate son Ivan, 
were soon conveyed to a fortress : six years afterwards 
Ivan was separated from his parents, and confined in a 
dungeon at Schlusselburg, where he was for a long time 
excluded from the light of day, and was guarded by two 
officers, who dared not speak to him. His mother died; 
but Ulrich lived thirty years in a* desert In the northern re- 
gion. The chancellor Ostermann and General M'linnich 
were condemned ; the former to be beheaded and the latter 
to be quartered : and they both displayed under these trying 
circumstances, a fortitude worthy of their names. Their 
lives were however spared at the place of execution : the 
chancellor died in solitude a few years afterwards at Be- 
resow in Siberia, whither he had been banished: Miin- 
nich, the conqueror of Dantzig and Oczakotfi passed' 
more than twenty years in the miserable village of Pe-. 
lim, situated under the sixtieth degree of latitude, and on 
the banks of a river, which is frozen over during seven 
months of the year. Their wealth, the reward of forty 
years’ service, was confiscated : each was allowed to make 
only one request previous to his banishment. Munnich 
wished to be permitted to retain his domestic chaplain ; 
and the chancellor asked to be supplie’d with Hungarian 
^^ne. 

The surgeon L*estocq, who had been appointed privy 
counsellor, and raised to the dignity of a count of the 
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empire, by the? Bavarian emperor Charles the Seventh, re- 
tained the favour of the empress seven years. -Charles 
Peter Ulrich duke of Holstein, son of Anna the sister of 


the empress, was declared successor in order to give sta- 
bility to the throne, invested with the title of 
A. D. 1742. ^ 

grand duke, and married to Sophia Augusta 


A.D. 1744. 


princess of Anhalt Zerbst, who took the 
Greek name of Catharina Alexieyna. This 


transaction was conducted by the king of Prut.sia, through 
the influence of Lestocq, m 

The chancellor BestucheffJ who was jealous of this fa- 
vourite, insinuated to the empress that Lestocq had now 
attached himself to the interest of the grand duke, and 
might possibly urge the latter to attempt to raise himself to 
the throne during her life : and on this suspicion, in the 
eighth year after Lestocq had raised her to the empire, 
Elizabeth, at the conclusion of a very gracious audience, 

ffavc orders for his banishment and the con- 
A.D.174S. ® 

fiscation ot his property. 

The alliance with Austria was renewed about this time; 


and Bestucheff sent thirty thousand Russians to the Rhine, 
in order to compel France to consent to the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle. 

The war between Russia and Sweden had been con- 
cluded five years before, by the treaty of Abo. The 
Swedes had lost Helsingford, Wilmanstrand, Kyraiene- 
gorod, and Nyslot : the war had been badly conducted oil 
their part. Count Arvdd Horn, the author of the free con- 
stitution of Sweden, promoted the conclusion of peace, with 
all the influence of his party : he knew that Russia favoured 
an aristocracy, which would render Sweden less enterprising 
in the pursuit of external commerce; and believed that 
this form of government would contribute to the welfere of 
the nation. The districts which were now * abaiidoilttJ, 
still retained the language and' institutions of Sweden : the 
districts of Kymene are still under the administration of 
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iheir Lagman ; they pay to the Russians a capitation and 
house tax of twelve thousand roubles; but the ancient sim- 
plicity of their manners still retains its influence in their 
unvaried and solitary existence. 

In order to propitiate the court of Russia, the above- 
mentioned Charles Peter Ulrich nephew of tlie empress, 
was chosen as the successor to the throne of Sweden. 
This prince had now the choice of two crowns, and his 
evil destiny led him to prefer that of Russia. The states 
oi Sweden united their votes favour of his cousin Fre- 
derick, the nephew of that duke of Holstein in whose 
helialf Charles the Twelfth liad originally undertaken his 
wars. 


SECTION VI. 

GENOA. , 

In the war caused by the succession of Charles thp 
Sixth, in which Italy was involved, the A\istrian general 
Botta had taken possession of Genoa by surprise; and 
England supported the Corsicans in tlieir struggles for 
freedom against the Genoese. But Genoa, doubtless under 
secret influence, was suddenly restored to its former independ- 
ence^ in a wonderful manner, by the exertions of its 
citizens ; and was maintained in the enjoyment of its liberty 
A D 1 45 Boufflers and Richelieu, with the assist- 
ance of the power of France. The Corsi- 
cans, even after their leader Gaflbri had been murdered, 
supported a well regulated resistance, until young Pasquale 
Paoli, by his courage, intelligence and popularity, gave 
new strength to their party, and offered them in himself a 
leader universally beloved. He prepared the last period 
of glory for his country, before his name became cele- 
brated in Europe. 
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SECTION VII. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE SEVEN YEAlls’ WAR. 

Disputes relating to the boundaries of Acadia and Ca- 
nada^ gave occasion to a new war between England and 
France, of which, however, the real cause lay in the reli- 
ance of the former country on its own superiority. Certain 
party leaders promoted this opinion for their own purposes ; 
national hatred produced an alteration in the relative dis- 
position of parties,* and the opposition became clamorous 
for war. 

While the sober wishes of the English were satisfied with 
a moderate degree of opulence, and before the rapid accu- 
mulation of immense wealth in the hands of individuals 
had produced habits of capricious and licentious profusion 
in its possessors, and discontent and selfish avarice among 
others in the place of the ancient simplicity of maimers, the 
English were willing to pursue the pacific policy of Walpole. 
In the latter part of his administration, the impatience of the 
commercial part of the community had obliged him to en- 
ter into the short war with Spain ; and in the year in which 
the battle of Dettingen took place, and nearly at the mo- 
ment when the English declared war separately against the 
Bourbons, a succession of contests began in India, wliich 
lasted eighteen years. The animosity between the two na- 
tions was exasperated by the attempt made by the French, 
to raise Charles Stuart, the pretender, to the throne of the 
British islands. The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle did not, in 
fact, put an end to the war carried on in India : and the 
ancient disputes concerning the boundaries of the French 
colony of Canada, and the British settlement of Acadia 
in America, were perpetuated by the obstinacy of the Eng- 
lish, and the hopes and artifices of the court of Ver- 
sailles. * ^ 

Agreements relatiiig to American concerns, between 



UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


21 ^ 

European ministers, had been concluded for the first time 
at the peace of Utrecht : in the Spanish war of succession, 
during which the maritime powers liad displayed an unex- 
pected degree of vigour, the attention of the cabinets had 
been first directed to the advantages of commerce and the 
colonies, as the sources of this new power : but the greater 
number of the statesmen who had grown old in the service 
of the courts and in the contemplation of continental in- 
terests, had only confused ideas on saich subjects. In the 
eager haste for peace in which ^the treaty was concluded, 
Acadia liad been transferred to the English with the 
ancient boundaries^’ of that (Country, though the bounda- 
ries of Acadia had never been determined : and the conse- 
<juence was, that this affiiir remained a subject of contest 
until the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; at which time it was 
declared that all matters relative to America should be re- 
placed on the l()Oting on which they “ were, or ought to 
have been,” previously to the war. 

The king of England, whose attention was sufficiently 
occupied with the preservation of the balance of power in 
Europe, took no particular interest in these matters: but 
on the other hand, the English nation, especially since the 
time of lord Bolingbroke, the most learned and intelligent 
miniver of his age, regarded the continental ‘ affairs of 
Europe as foreign to their interests. The merchants con- 
firmed the public in this opinion : the profits of the trade 
to the East Indies were so great and rapid, that the conVf 
merce of the North, and even that of the Levant, were ne- 
glected. Such was the state of public opinion on these 
joints, when the commissaries proceeded, agreeably to the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, to arrange matters on a reason- 
able footing in Acadia. # 

Rouille, the French minister of marine, forbad Jonquiere, 
the governor of Canada, to claim any thing which did not 
belong to.the king; but commanded him to maintain his just 
rights. The principal question related to the communication 
VOL. III. 
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between Quebec, the capital of Canada, and Isle Royale, 
with Louisiana, which passed through the isthmus of Acadia, 
and behind the English colonies, between the Ohio and the 
mountains : a road which was likely to become dangerous to 
the colonies in time of war. The negociations were slowly 
conducted ; and the English soon found occasion to com- 
plain of some petty aggressions on the part of the French, 
and protested that they preferred a state of open war. An 

A.D 1754 unexpectedly sent to general Brad- 

dock, to take^ possession with the force under 
his command, and with the assistance of the colonies, 
of the districts in dispute'i for thus the object which 
the governor of Canada appeared to be accomplishing on 
the part of the French, by a succession of petty enter- 
prises, would be at once effected in favour of the English- 
As this resolution, howeyer, was not communicated to the 
court of France, the impartial states of Europe regarded it 
as contrary to the law of nations. This occurrence effected 
a total alteration in the political system. 

England wished to carry on the war by sea pnly, in 
order to avoid the difficulties in which she had been in- 
volved before the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in consequence 
of the danger to which Holland was exposed. It was 
thought advisable, in order to avoid a war by landj that 
Maria Theresa should keep no army in Flanders that might 
give occasion to hostilities ; but, on the other hand, it was 
difficult to provide other means for the protection of Hano- 
ver, where the king of France had it in his power to com- 
pel the English to employ a land army. The court of 
St. James’s, therefore, adopted the plan of placing the elec- 
torate under the protection of Prussia; because Frederick 
was in amicable nelations with France, and in case of nec^ 
sity, would be sufficiently near to the scene of action, and 
was possessed of a competent force : he^was to be assisted, in 
that case, by the duke of Brunswick his brother-indaw, by 
the landgrave William the Eighth, who was a great states- 
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man and whose troops were of die best description ; and 
by Elizabeth Petrovna, empress of Russia. 

Upon this plan, France would be compelled to carry on 
the war by sea ; on which element the power of England 
was superior. The court of Versailles was extiemely 
offended with Frederick for lending himself to the plans of 
Britain. The court of Vienna perceived this dissatisfaction, 
and hoped by means of it to compel the king of Prussia to 
restore Silesia: for the imperial court not only had not 
forgotten that loss, but imagined it perceived indications 
that Frederick designed to obtain the Lausilz and Saxony 
in order to confirm his power, and to indemnify the elector, 
who was also king of Poland, by the conquest of Bohemia. 
The wish of the court of Dresden, to confirm a royal 
crown on the head of its chief, was well known ; and tlie 
latter appeared too feeble to oppose the earnest desire of the 
king of Prussia. The success of this undertaking would 
have deprived Austria of its scat in the electj^ral college, 
and have rendered Frederick the actual master of the em- 
pire. Under these circumstances, it seemed to be a most 
desirable object to bring the difference between Prussia and 
France to an open rupture; by which means. Fiance would 
also obtain the advantage of involving England in a war by 
land.^ 

Induced by these motives, 280 years after 

A. D. 1750*. , . , , 1 TT I 1 

the jealousy between the Irlabsburgs and the 

Capets had commenced, France and Austria laid aside their 

ancient animosity, and concluded a treaty of alliance. 

This unexpected occurrence affected the greater part of 
Europe. In the empire, the imperialists and the partisans 
of France were united: and the majority adverse to Fre- 
derick. The interests of the Swedish royalists, or the court 
party of the successors of Gustavus Adolphus, coincided 
with those of the Austrians; and the influence of France 
was so great iu the imperial council, that it proclaimed war 
against the king of Prussia without even consulting the diet. 

T 2 
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The empress of Russia, who was to have assisted Frederick 
in the protection of Hanover, became, both as the ally ©f 
Austria and because he had personally offended her, his 
bitterest enemy. The elector of Saxony was induced, under 
these favourable circumstances, to declare himself also 
against Prussia : he had fourteen thousand excellent troops ; 
but it was suspected that their officers had been frequently 
appointed less from regard to their qualifications, than 
through the influence of women and favourites, whose in- 
terest they had secured A>y presents, or commanded by 
means of debts incurred at play, or by other fascinations. 
The finances were in the most wretched condition : the 
king of Poland hardly knew how much they were exhausted^ 
by hunting parties, by the expenses of his table, his horses, 
operas, and dancers ; and above all, through his inattention 
to the proceedings of his ministers and favourites. 

The south of Europe maintained its neutrality. During 
the long illness of Ferdinand king of Spain, his wife a 
princess of Portugal, possessed the chief influence : and she 
was favourable to the English, who wished to avoid a wav 
by land. The court of Portugal was in the same interest; 
and Don Carlos, king of Naples and presumptive heir to 
the crown of Spam, was as little inclined to commit his 
prospects to the uncertain fortune of war. ^ 

The king of Sardinia was under flie necessity of keeping 
peace; for as long as his neighbours were united among 
themselves, and neither of them was obliged to enter into 
venal alliances against tiie rest, his power was insufficient to 
effect any object of importance. Almost all the other 
powers were united against Prussia and Great Britain. 
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SECTION VIIL 


THE SEVEN YEARS WAR. 


A. D.1757. 


A. D, 1756. 


The war began on the part of Frederick, 
with the victories of Lowositz and Prague; 
and he compensated the calamity of Kollin, at Rossbach 
and Lissa. The arms of the English were at first so un- 
^ ^ ^ fortunate, that many were apprehensive for 
the safety of their country ; but they afterwards 
obtained a wonderful series of victories and conquests. 
Frederick was often obliged to^ remain for a while inactive ; 
and even his achievements augmented only his reputation : 
his veteran warriors gained his victories by the sacrifice of 
their blood. Meanwhile the English were excited by every 
consideration, to employ in the defence of their country and 
the pursuit of revenge, those inexhaustible resources which 
their national strength and talents afforded them. 

^ ^ ^ Admiral Boscawen captured many French 

vessels; but this served only to irritate the 
enemy. General Braddock, who was better acquainted 
with the tactics than the genius of Frederick, and who was 
neither sufficiently acquainted with his enemy nor with the 
nature of the country in which he was to carry on his 
operations, was defeated and killed: and the English lost 
the alliance of the brave Iroquois, together with Fort Os- 
wego. In Europe, Byng lost the island of Minorca about 
the same time : and in the East Indies, a tyrannical prince 
of Hindostan insulted the nation, and inclosed some of its 
most distinguished citizens in the Black Hole at Calcutta. » 

AD 1757 following year, two thousand Eng- 

lishmen were made priscSlierj in Fort William- 
Henry, and many of them w^ere scalped. The unfortunate 
result of an attempt upon Louisburg and of another against 
St. Malo ; and a factious spirit among the army, the parlia- 
ment, the cabinet and the people, produced a state of 
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general dejection. While the fleet was carrying on the 
war with ill success on the waters , of the new world, the 
troops of France were assembled in great force on their own 
coasts, as if they meditated an invasion of England itself. 
In Germany, iriarshal d’Etrees defeated the duke of Cum- 
berland, the son of the king : this prince had adopted erro- 
neous measures, and was obliged by marshal Richelieu to 
submit to the convention of Closter Seven; by which his 
army was reduced to a state of inactivity, and Hanover 
was in reality abandoned the French. 

In the mean while, the great Frederick, after having dis- 
armed the Saxons at Pirna, defeated Browne nearEowositz 
and beaten an advantageously posted enemy at Prague, 
now saw the Austrians before him gn the heights of Plauian 
and Kollin ; learned that the Russian troops were conqtier- 
ing Prussia, and that the army of France, now no longer 
engaged with the English, was approaching against him, 
in conjunction with the imperial forces, through Thuringia. 
At this conjuncture, he sacrificed the flower of his troops. 
Pomerania was taken by the Swedes ; the whole power of 
Austria poured itself down upon Silesia; Berlin was laid 
under contribution ; and the prince of Brunswick Bevern 
delivered up Breslau. In this extreme emergency, Frederick 
scarcely expected to acquire any further fume, except that 
of not surviving the fall of his greatness; and of meeting 
his death, like Mithridates, on the ruins of his former 
victories. In England, disgrace, terror, and confusion, 
produced universal despondency. 

In this crisis, it was manifested that the destiny of states 
depends less upon the extent of their power, than upon the 
qualifications of a few great individuals, who possess the 
talent of employing dud increasing their resources, and of 
animating the national energies. For although neither 
Prussia nor England gained a friend oi; lost an enemy ; and 
though neither the* French nor the Austrians had met with 
any enfeebling disaster ; yet by the achievements of Fre- 

lo 
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derick, of his brotl^r prince Henry, of Ferdinand of 
Brunswick, of William Pitt, and general Wolfe, both the 
Prussian king and the English nation were, in a surprisingly 
short period, raised from the depths of calamity to a degree 
of greatness and splendour, superior to any that had been 
displayed by England or Prussia in any former age, 

William Pitt combined all the methods of warfare: he 
found the German war already commenced, and therefore 
prosecuted it ; and at the same time carried on his opera- 
tions, in America, on the coasts of that continent, and in 
the East Indies. Calcutta was stomped and captured with 
equal rapidity ; and Chander-nagor, defended by 180 pieces 
of ai tillery and 1200 men, held out not more than three 
hours. All Bengal, Bahar, and the coast of Orixa, were 
occupied by the English. These acquisitions were made by 
admiral Watson and by lord Clive the victor of Plassey, a 
man of a cool, comprehensive, and daring spirit, and who 
triumphed over the immense resources of the enemy and 
the difficulties of the climate, with less difficulty than others 
have experienced in making a journey in that country. 
Cumming and Marsh, in the mean time, led their com- 
panions in arms to the conquest of the coast of Senegal ; 
and commodore Keppel took possession of that of Goree. 
In America, admiral Boscawen burned the enemy^s ships 
in the harbour of Louisburg, and compelled the town to 
surrender : Frontenac soon fell into the hands of Bradstreet, 
and fifteen of the savage tribes, through the mediation of 
Tidynscung, sent the belt of peace to the English, together 
with two hundred deputies with their women and children. 

Ticonderago, however, still held out for the French ; 
Forbes fought unsuccessfully at Fort du Quesne, and the 
lamented Howe fell at Crown Point. Pitt now resolved to 
make an universal attack on the powei of the French in 
America, both by land and water. Amherst took Ticon- 
derago : the captuVe of Crown Point soon opened the lake 
of Champlain ; and Saunders ascended the rivet St. Lau- 

T 4 
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reiice and appeared before Quebec. Jn the higher districts, 
wher^ this river, already increased to a great size by the 
waters of lake Michigan, Huron and Erie, precipitates 
itself in thunder over the rocks from an elevation of 140 
feet. Sir W. Johnson captured Fort Niagara and threat- 
ened Montreal. The French, thus attf^ked on every side, 
were unable to withstand the power and enthusiasm of. the 
enemy. Quebec witnessed the fall of James W olfe ; a young 
hero, whose name is worthy to be placed in the same rank 
with those of the Grecian gnnals; a man of extraordinary 
acuteness ^and energy of mind, whose soul was equally 
superior to pride and suspicion, and who, in his virtues, 
perhaps in his magnanimity, but especially in the circum- 
stances of his death, closely resembled Epaminondas. 
Saunders was returning with the lifeless body, when, on 
approaching his native country, he received intelligence 
that the fleets of France and England were preparing for a 
decisive engagement in the bay of Quiberon. He arrived, 
however, only in time to witness the decisive victory ob- 
tained by Sir Edward Hawke over admiral Conflans. The 
conquest of Quebec, the deftmee of that city by Murray, 
the occupation of Montreal, of the islands of Guadaloupe, 
Tobago, Martinique, and Dominica; and the East Indian 
conquests of Guzurat, Arcott, Caracal, and Pondicherry, 
were the consequences and fruits of these great actions. 
Spain, as we shall afterward find, at length took up arms 
on the part of France; upon which Albemarle and Pococle 
by conquering the Havannah, and Draper by taking pos- 
session of Manilla, crowned the achievements of the war. 
The prize of military science, of courage, of perseverance 
and of eloquence, was never more gloriously contested, 
even amongst the Greeks and Romans; nor did fortune 
ever display so mnny miracles as during the seven years* 
war. 

Frederick was engaged with the armies of Austria, which 
were generally well * commanded ; with the French, who 
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were masters in the science of war and irresistible in. their 
attack; with the immovable perseverance of the Russians^i 
and with the troops of the empire and of Sweden, which 
continually increased the numbers of his enemies, and occa- 
sionally threw him into perplexity by dividing his force : 
he had lost the battle of Planian, and had been deprived of 
Dessau, Schwerin, Winterfeld, and of the flower of the 
warriors who had grown up with him ; equally prepared 
for victory or death, he hasfened back from Planian to 
Saxony; saw and defeated Souhise and Hildburghausen 
at Rossbach ; dispersed their armies, flew to Silesia, and 
in four weeks after the battle of Rossbach, obtained the far 
more important victory of Lissa. Seven hundred thousand 
men had been opposed in this campaign to 260 , 000 , with- 
out being able to conquer them ; and at its conclusion, the 
king was able to send troops to the assistance of the army 
of the allies in Westphalia. 

The olil landgrave William of Hesse Cassel, had in- 
structed some officers, worthy of himself, to take advantage 
of certain infringements of the treaty of Closter Seven, to 
which the arrogant conquerors ejisily gave occasion, and 
to declare that convention at an end. This secret com- 
mission was executed with admirable spirit by general Wu^ 
genau. The troops of Brunswick’^ were obliged to follow 
his example, and Frederick sent reinforcements, together 
with Ferdinand of Brunswick, the brother of the duke. 
The latter gained over his brother, the hereditary prince 
of Brunswick, whose acuteness, presence of mind and 
popularity, were rewarded with so much ‘success, parti- 
cularly in petty wars, that he was esteemed, even in the 
bloom of his youth, as one of the great commanders of 
Germany. Ferdinand, a general endowed with great ta- 
lents, true heroism, and exalted virtues, suddenly appeared 
on the Lower Rhine, at the head of a new army of the 
^Hes, inspired by him with the thirst of revenge. 

The Russians under Apraxis defeated general Lehwald 
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at Grossjagerndorff, and took possession of the kingdom of 
Prussia. Count BestuchefF had advised the empress to un- 
dertake this war ; but as that princess fell ill at the moment 
of the conquest of Prussia, the minister, who dreaded the 
dispositions of her successor, interrupted the progress of 
Apraxis, in order to obtain the advantage of his friend- 
ship and presence in Petersburg. This proceeding was re- 
presented in the most disadvantageous light to the empress, 
who displaced the minister dhd banished him into a desert 
beyond Moscow. • 

The kingdom of Prussia remained in the hands of the 
Russians, and the Austrian general Haddick had laid Ber- 
lin under contribution ; but in the following year the king 
appeared in Moravia, and carried terror into the midst of 
the archduchy. In a similar manner the fortune of war had 
undergone such a change, that France was compelled, only 
a year after the period when she intended to make a descent 
in England, to seek the mediation of the court of Denmark. 

The French took the utmost pains to introduce the tactics 
of the Prussians into their army : but it is impossible for a 
people or a totally different character, in a very short time 
to adopt that which requires the study of many years ; to 
acquire dexterity withojjt long practice, or to comprehend 
tlie secret of the simalest and most essential particulars 
without much redectitm : the forms were imitated ; but the 
errors of disorder, impatience, contempt of the enemy, 
presumption, and above all the unfortunate choice of 
commanders, which was chiefly determined by court in- 
trigue, retained their destructive influence. On the other 
hand, the Austrian army was in an excellent condition with 
respect to the talents of its officers and the judicious em- 
ployment of them ; a point to which prince Lichtenstein 
had devoted himself with patriotic industry, and at the ex- 
pence of considerable sacrifices. Laudon had already en- 
tered upon the glorious career in which he obtained the 
respect of Frederick b^ond all others ; he displayed the 
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most distinguished talents in the comprehensiveness of his 
plans, ^nd in the boldness with which thry were executed: 
he put the king in the utmost danger of being taken prisoner 
at Hochkirch ; Fouqiiet fell into his hands at Landshut, 
and he relieved Oimutz by the capture of the enemy’s con- 
voys. In proportion to the duration of the war, Laudon 
acquired increasing confidence, and the king found it more 
and more difficult to obtain any advantage over the Aus- 
trians; who, even after the battle of Torgau, which was 
probably the most hardly gained of all his victories, still 
appeared unconquered. Pomerania, the Marks and Si- 
lesia were annually inundated by swarms of Russians: their 
battalions stood immovable, their march was accompanied 
by devastation, and preceded by^the terrors of barbarity. 
They I >urned Custrin ; the victory of Zorndorf, which the 
king owed to Seidlitz, was difficult and bloody ; and he wa» 
at the lowest point of depression* when, after the disaster 
of Kollin, he lost the great battle of Cunnersdorf against 
the Russians, and his residence fell into their hands. What 
would have been the consequence if these commanders had 
been as invincible by every other metal as by iron ? 

It was particularly fortunate for Frederick, that while he 
was hastening from one hostile army to oppose another, he 
could be secure that his brother prince Henry would omit 
no means to retard the progress of the former; that he 
never despised a conquered enemy, and that he never failed* 
in the day of battle, to display proofs of his heroism to those 
to whom he was before unknown. 

The last campaigns were carried on with less spirit: both 
sides were exhausted by their previous efforts, and the party 
which was desirous ol peace endeavoured to avert such oc- 
currences as might revive the hopes of the enemy. 

The power of France was diminished, not so much by 

A D 6^cts ol the war, as ot tlie incotnpreheti- ' 

sible errors of the admini^stration of Lewis the 
Fifteenth. ’ A family compact was concluded with Spain; 
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and it was thought proper, in order tp obtain peaoe, that 
she should attack Portugal, for the purpose of effecting, a 
diversion of the forces of England, its ally, or of compelUng 
the 'latter to put an end to the war. A war with Spain was 
by no means disagreeable to Pitt the English minister of 
state, as the means of animating the nation, which was op- 
pressed with the expellees of the war, by the capture of a 
rich booty. He was inclined to conclude a treaty with 
France, on condition that the court of Versailles should 
not interfere in the relatioi?s of London and Madrid : but 
Is France was prevented by the family compact from con- 
senting to this proposal, and as England was equally in- 
capable of abandoning the king of Prussia, the work of 
pacification was delayed. 

After the family compact was concluded, Don Joseph, 
king of Portugal, was summoned to make common cause 
with the allies for the restdration of the freedom of the seas : 
it was proposed that he should open his ports exclusively 
to those , power s ; in return for which piece of complaisance, 
they, were to take him under their protection. Oeyras, 
marquis of Pombal, his prime minister, was aware of the 
evils which oppressed Portugal, and is said to have been in- 
clined to deliver fiis country from the ascendancy of the 
English, as well as from that of the Jesuits. It is, how- 
ever, doubtful whether his anxiety was chiefly directed to 
the advantage of himself or of his country : he persecuted 
the nobles who might have contended with him for the pos- 
session of the first office in the state; and though his ad- 
ministration lasted twenty-five years, he does not appear to 
have materially increased the internal power of the country. 
J^owever this may be, he was under the necessity of re- 
fusing to agree to the propositions of the house of Bourbon : 
for it would have Been madness to expose Portugal and the 
Brasils to the hostility of the English, who were at this 
period victorious in every quarter of the globe. 

This refusal produced a declaration of war on the part of 
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the Spaniards against the court of Lisbon; and it is diffi- 
cult to say on which side the war was worse conducted. 
Since the time when every respectable citizen, provided he 
was a familiar of the inquisition or had obtained the 'de» 
gree of a batchelor, was allowed to enjoy the good fortune 
and the honour of exemption from the service, the military 
profession had sunk into extreme decay : the troops were 
compelled to assemble by force; a period of four years 
slavery in Africa was proclaimed as the punishment of those 
who should absent themselves; find three years of service)^ 
without pay, as the penalty of such magistrates as should 
encourage desertion ; while exemption from the service was 
the reward of an information. The more unpopular these 
proceedings were, the more inclined were the ecclesiastics 
and magistrates to favour the transgression of the orders : 
the youth fled into the mountainous and desert parts of the 
country, and the people of Catalonia threatened an insur- 
rection; though that province contributed the most nu- 
merous and effective soldiers, as soon as these odious 
regulations were withdrawn. The army was at length 
assembled with great difficulty, and marched toward the 
frontiers: but it was deficient in provisions, tents, and all 
the necessary preparations. The commanders were igno- 
rant, of the enemy's country, and attacked it on the 
strongest point. The army of the king of Portugal con- 
sisted of sixteen thousand infantry and four thousand ca- 
valry : but these troops had already served fourteen months 
without pay ; the governfnent owed Ibur hundred thousand 
crusadoes to the contractors who had supplied the bread 
for the service of the preceding year; the discipline was 
such as might be expected in an army destitute both 
and bread ; and notwithstanding all thes^ disadvantages,' ii 
appeared less hopeless to lead this army agpinst that of the 
Spaniards, which >yas thrice as numerous, than to subject 
Goa and Brasil to the danger to which they must be ex- 
posed if a rupture should take place with Engliand. 
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Portugal was defended by its natural advantages^ and 
not by its military force. The progress of the Spaniards 
was retarded by the miserable condition of the roads, by 
the ancient antipathy between the two nations, and by the 
neglect of all provision for their sustenance. They were 
besides so entirely unacquainted with the movements of the 
enemy, that the English general Burgoyne preserved the 
plains of Alentejo by a five days’ march, of which they 
were utterly ignorant, in their position near Veleza d’ Al- 
cantara; and they were surprised in their undefended camp 
at Villa Velha, and entirely dispersed. The greater part of 
the fortified towns nevertheless fell under the superiority of 
their force; and Lisbon itself was apprehensive of the re- 
sults of a second campaign. The situation to which Por- 
-tugal was thus reduced, furnished England with a motive 
for the conclusion of peace: Pitt had besides been removed 
from the English ministry even before the commencement 
of the Spanish war, since which occurrence the opposition 
had been extremely formid.ablc to the court; the national 
debt now amounted to 129,000,000 pounds sterling; and 
lastly, the nation manifested great disgust at the continu- 
ance of the continental war. France and England there- 
fore consented to a neutrality with regard to Germany ; and 
the court of Versailles promised to restore GucMers. and 
Prussian Westphalia to the king of Prussia. 

JFrederick experienced the most extraordinary reverse of 
fortune. Elizabeth Petrovna, empress of Russia, died'; 
and Peter the Third/ who had long admired the heroic 
king, and who had never forgotten that the influence of 
Frederick had especially contributed to the foundation of 
his.hopes and greatness, bad no sooner ascended the throne 
than he m^e peace with him, and restored all the con- 
quests of the Russians. From that time the king was not 
only enabled to concentrate his whole force against the 
Austrians, but was supported by Peter, who concluded an 
alliance with, him, with a corps of 20,000 Russians. 
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The inactive war with Sweden was at an end, as soon 
as this alteration allowed the republican party in that coun- 
try to return to a pacific system : the interest of the king^ 
who was the brother-in-law of Frederick, could not possibly 
be promoted by a diminution in the number of the north- 
ern powers. 

Peter the Third, after a short reign, fell a victim to his 
own imprudence ; and Catharine the Second, although she 
confirmed the peace, recalled the auxiliary Russians from 
the Prussian army. • 

Maria Theresa, who had only succeeded in preserving 
her states against the Prussian hero, by displaying a Won- 
derful degree of fortitude, saw him now restored to the pos- 
session of all his own dominions ; on a friendly footing 
with Russia; free from all apprehensions of hostility from 
other quarters; indefatigable in his endeavours to exeke 
fresli enemies against her; and capable, by one of tbt>st 
favourable occurrences which had often been produced by 
his genius, and often by his good fortune, of throwing her 
again into difficulties. 

Frederick, however, stood also greatly in need of peace : 
his army required to be organized anew, and his utterly 
exhausted kingdom to be restored to that state of prosperity 
which is alone the principal support of power. 

Peace, which was now the universal object of desire to 
all parties, was concluded at Versailles, on the 10th Fe- 
biyiary, 1703, between Great Britain, France, and Spain ; 
and five days later at Hubertsburg in Saxony, between 
Austria and Prussia. This contest, which was more de- 
structive to many of the German states than any that had 
taken place since the thirty years' war; which had required 
such extraordinary sacrifices of populatign and of human 
happiness, and had overwhelmed many couijtries with debta 
and taxes ; this wa-r, scarcely to be paralleled in his- 
tory, in which the half of Europe Jiad been in arms 
against Frederick and England, was concluded almost 
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without any alteration in the territorial arrangements of 
Germany; though with the acquisition, on the part of the 
li^nglish, of some provinces, which, however, in a short 
time gave occasion to events, that finally contributed to the 
loss of more ancient, extensive, and valuable possessions. 

The king of Prussia suffered the least: the opinion of 
the indestructibility of his power, and the reverence with 
w^hich the splendor of his fame inspired all Prussia, were 
the advantages wliich he attained : he renew^ed andUlug- 
mented his army, and ii^ the space of twenty years gave 
his people more than 40 , 000,000 for the encouragement of 
agriculture and commerce. The war had cost him seven 
years of his active life, and this was an essential loss. 

England gained Canada, Cape Breton, the Bay of St. 
Lawrence, a part of Louisiana, the islands of Grenada, the 
Grenadines, Tobago, Dominica, and St. Vincent, Florida^ 
th#bay of Pensacola, the French settlements on the Se- 
negal, and the greater part of their East Indian posses- 
sions. By these acquisitions, the North Anrfericans were 
relieved from the vicinity of a powerful neighbour, against 
whom they had hitherto stood in need of the protection ol 
Great Britain; and the wealth of the J^ast Indies endan- 
gered the national morals, which are the only secure foun- 
dation of liberty: in addition to these circumstances, the 
augmentation of territory gave occasion to so great an in- 
crease, both of the military and diplomatic bodies, that 
the court acquired the disposal of such a multitude of 
places, as to endanger the independence of a large and 
continually increasing proportion of the members of par- 
liament. Great Britain would have dbne better if she had 
refused all territorial acquisitions out of her own islands, 
and had contentej^ herself with carrying on an unsuspected 
commerce with^all parts of the earth. If she had confined 
herself to the preservation of her independence, against all 
superiority, by means of her fleet, without pretending to 
rule the waves,” all nations would have been friendly to 
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the Britons ; and the consciousness of their justice, free- 
dom, and power, would have raised their nation above all 
cause of apprehension. 

SECTION IX. 

THE COURT OF ROME, AND THE JESUITS. 

In the latter years of the Jong pontificate of Lambertini, 
or Benedict the Fourteenth, the destruction of the order 
of Jesuits, that grand pillar of^thc Roman catholic hier- 
archy, began to take place in Portugal. 

Benedict the Fourteenth was one of the most universally 
beloved of all the popes : he had obtained the respect of 
the world by his extraordinary acquirements, his moderation, 
prudence, and mildness. During his pontificate, many 
abuses, such as the privileges of the asylum, were either 
abolished, or at least circumscWbed and undermine4 hy 
reasonable stipulations, or with the pope’s connivance. 
During this period also, complaints were preferred from 
many places of the secret aggregation of the Tertiaries, espe- 
cially to the Romish congVcgation of the order of Jesuits ; 
and even at that time many scandalous principles were dis- 
covered in their confessional precepts and in many of their 
books of morality, by which that society had thought pro- 
per fo tranquillize the terrified consciences of sinners, in 
the practice of vicious pleasures: the holy father either 
dared not or did not choose to forbid the former ; and dis- 
allowed the latter with that indifference which, is usu^ to 
men of the world. It was besides, a principle with Bene- 
dict the Fourteenth to avoid all contests, because he knew 
that the spirit of the age afforded no prospect of a suc- 
cessful result to the pontificate from such discussions. 

Rezzonico, who became pope Clemeht the Thirteentii, 
was a pious man, devoid of fear, and equdlly ignorant of 
moderation and of* the spirit of the age. Under his pon- 
tificate, the- difference which already existed, between 

VOL. III. ■ u . 
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Fombal the Portuguese minister of sUtte and the Jesuits* 
came to an <^en rupture. 

The accusations brought against the order were* that it 
had endeavoured to establish an independent empire in 
America, and had actually undermined the authority of the 
European sovereigns in Mexico* Peru, and Brazil; that 
no fear for consetjnences was capable of limiting the extent 
of its plan, because the society was perpetually renewed* 
and had never been known to abandon any design whijth it 
had once adopted ; and that the general of the order had de- 
fended moral irregularities on his own responsibility. The 
governor of Marannon* who was a creature of Pombel, 
gave information to the king of such plans. From that 
tiine every thing mischievous was attributed to the Jesuits. 
Pombal had introduced a monopoly of port wine fer his 
own benefit* which irritated the proprietors of the vine- 
yards of that district to such a degree* that they laid waste 
his own estates ; and this outrage was imputed to the order. 
The earthquake of 1755, by which three-fourths of Lisbon 
was destroyed, gave occasion* as it usually happens under 
such circumstances* to admonitory discourses* in which the 
sius of mortals am represented as causes of the displeasure 
of the Divinity ; these declamations were resented as at- 
tacks on the sacred person of the king* because Don Joseph 
had exposed himself to such reproaches. The order was 
accused at Rome; and the pope proclaimed a visitation, 
during which no Jesuit was permitted to preach or to exer- 
cise the office of a confessor. 

This was soon followed by the conspiracy of Don Joseph 
Mascarenhas y Lancaster* marquis de Torresnovas y 
Guvea* count of Santa Cruz* duke of Aveiro* and presi- 
dent of the royqjl tribunal. The power of this nobleman 
under the reign of Joseph* was inferior to what it bad 
been in the time of his fether : his femily had suffier^ by 
the reduction of the crown es^tes ; and the marriage of his 
only son with the wealthy heiress of Cadqval had been 
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prevented : Poxnbal is said to have wished to gain the latter 
for the wife of one of his own sons, and he was always un- 
favourable to marriage connections between great families. 
Aveiro resided on his own estates, at a distance from the 
court: he maintained a friendly intercourse with the 
marchioness of Tavora, whose family traced their descent 
to the kings of Leon, and was said to have been of the true 
royal blood; and held possession of Tavora “ by the grace 
of GodJ^ Her husband, descended from another branch of 
the same family, had been vicefoy at Goa, was now a ge- 
neral of the cavalry, and was desirous of obtaining the 
ducal dignity. The marchioness, an intelligent and beau- 
tiful woman, who conducted the affairs of the family and 
animated society by her talents, was said to have taken 
an oath, with her husband and Aveiro, and with both the 
sons, and Ataide d’Atunha, the son-in-law of the marchi- 
oness, to assassinate king Joseph ; who, according to report, 
had attempted to disgrace her family by a licentious in- 
trigue. 

. ^ In the night of the 3d of September, as the 

king was returning from a love adventure, two 
shots were fired into his carriage. This occurrence was 
succeeded by the most profound silence, and the king be- 
came* inaccessible ; when the duke of Aveiro, the whole 
family of Tavora, and eight Jesuits were suddenly arrested : 
sometimes they were accused of a design to kill only the 
king; sometimes to extirpate the whole of the reigning 
family* They were condemned by an extraordinary com- 
mission) which was not bound to observe the ordinary forms 
of justice, or to give publicity to their proceedings: the 
duke was degraded ; his arms and legs were crushed, and 
his body burned upon the wheel; his estates confiscated, 
his palaces destroyed, and his arms cancell^ : the mar- 
chioness was behead^d and the name of Tavora suppressed . 
her 8^, her son-in-law, and three confidential servants’ 
were strangled ; and Ferreria, who was convicted of having 

V 2 
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fired the shpts, was burned with the scaffold; This horrid 
tragedy is still enveloped in mystery: the sentence is full of 
gratuitous suppositions; of heavy accusations destitute of 
proof; and of insignificant reproaches which weaken the 
probability of the more important accusations. Some ima- 
gine that the judges were obliged to . express themselves 
ambiguously in order to avoid exposing the king’s amour 
with the daughter of the marchioness ; while others believe 
the whole affair to be a mere fiction, invented for the pur- 
pose of humiliating the upper ranks of the nobility who 
were obnoxious to Pombal. Besides this effect, it s^ved 
him as a pretext against the Jesuits, who were accused of 
participating in the conspiracy ; and kept the weak king, 
during eighteen succeeding years, in a state of servitude to 
his minister, by the operation of his fears, which were art- 
fully and continually renewed. 

Among the Jesuits lived, at this time, the pious enthu- 
siast Malagrida, who had a short time before projdiesied 
that the king would soon meet with a disaster if he did not 
reform his manners: others were friends of Tavora and 
Aveiro; and these circumstances afforded sufficient grounds 
for requesting Clement Re’zzonico to abolish the order. But 
as the pope did not instantly comply with this demand, the 
court of Portugal banished the Jesuits, sent the papal nuncio 
back to Rome, and transported eight hundred Jesuits to 
Italy, with circumstances of extreme ill usage. 

It happened soon after this occurrence, that a commercial 
bouse in Paris which managed the American funds of the 
order, refused to honour the bills drawn by their procu- 
rator-general, father do la Valette, because the specie and 
goods for the value of which they were negociated, were 
partly lost by shipwreck and partly captured by the Eng- 
lish. The court, however, declared that commercial pur- 
45 uHs were inconsistent with the intention of the order, but 
tlint their houses* must notwithstanding answer for each 
other. The due de ChoiseuI, now minister of state, was 
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inimical to the Jesuits : he knew that they disliked his ad- 
ministration ; he was in all respects favourable to the ene- 
mies of their principles ; and was the first who patronized 
that school of philosophy which undermined the found- 
ations of the Catholic system, and afterwards those of all 
arbitrary authority. This minister caused the constitution 
of the order to be scrutinized according to the laws, as they 
were termed, and to the liberties of the Gallican church ; 
and it was not difficult to prove, by these tests, that it was 
worthy of reprobation : the Jesuits were therefore forbidden 
to admit scholars or novices, and were required to furnish 
a catalogue of their persons and effects. The prelates who 
had been appointed to investigate their cause, were divided 
in their judgments ; but the minister gave authority to that 

of the severer party : the habit of the order 
A.D.1762. ^ / ,1 , . 

was forbidden to be worn, all their colleges 

dispersed, and not more than five of their number allowed 

to reside together; their connection with the general of 

the order was dissolved, their property confiscated, the 

members provided with scanty pensions ; and finally, the 

order totally and permanently abolished in 
A.D, 1767.- J i J 

b ranee. 

The fiscal of Castile, Don Riiy de Campomanes ap- 
peared against the Jesuits in Spain, as Don Seabra da Sylva 
had done in Portugal, and Montclar and Chalotais in 
France. Even their apparent humility, their applications 
.on behalf of sick persons and prisoners and their charitable 
gifts, were decried as the arts of factious demagogues. They 
were especially accused of having excited the insurrection 
against the marquis of Squillace, who wasdisliketl on account 
of isome of his regulations which were contrary to Spanish 
customs. Campomanes affirmed, that Don Bernardo Ibannez, 
during his last illness, had communicated to him some most 
important disclosures relating to the institutions and designs 
of the Jesuits in* Paraguay. The remembrance of John 
Palafox was revived ; a bishop who h&d been persecuted by 

u 3 



294 


UNIVERSAL HlSrORT^ 


them in the preceding century, and whom it was now pro- 
posed to place among the saints, by the intercession the 
Catholic courts. King Chaties the llurd was infornied 
that they had intended to represent him as an illegitimate 
son of Cardinal Aiberoni, to deprive his family of the throne 
under that pretext, and to elevate Don Lewis his brother, 
in his stead. All the Jesuits of Spain were now also trans- 
ported into the territories of the church ; the decision of 
the council of Castile was concealed from them for two 

months : and in the night of the 6th of March 

A.D. 1767. , . ® , 

their colleges ivere surrounded with troops, 

every cell guarded by a centinel, their papers and <rther. 
articles taken from them, and they were all conveyed toward 
the ports where they were to embark at break of day. The 
dominion which they were supposed to have founded in Pa- 
raguay was overturned with equal facility : this was properly 
an institution for education, and a system of legislation the 
authority of which depended entirely on the will and opinion 
of the public. 

Pope Rezzonico had in vain confirmed the order, and 
endeavoured to influence the different courts in their favour : 
the people obeyed their rulers ; and a system had already 
come into operatiqp in most of the courts, the consequences 
of which extended far beyond the calculations of the most 
sagacious statesmen. Two thousand three hundred Spanish 
Jesuits were landed at once at Civita Vecchia^ upon which 
occasion, the court of Rome pointed out how unreasonable 
it was to require that such a sovereign as the pope should 
be called upon, at the daprice of the royal coiirts, to main- 
tdn in his own dominions the members of those religious 
orders, which had in all ages been cherished by the Catholic 
world. Another body of one thousand five hundred came 
to him from Naplbs, and a great multitude out of Sicily: 
many of them Vere old and infirm ; and the greater part 
had been accustomed to a sedentary llfe*and were incapable 
of severe labour. 



UNjy|:R^ HlSTpRT. 


29 & 


^ ^ During the pontificate of Rez2onico^ several 

regulations were also established by Ferdinand 
of Bourbon duke of Parmay against the acquisitions of the 
clergy: their property was subjected to the ordinary taxes^ 
all appeals to ^e pope were forbidden, and the exequatur 
declared necessary to the validity of his commands. The 
pope, in the utmost indignation at seeing that so insignifi- 
cant a prince, the sovereign of a state which was originally 
a fief of the church, dared to proceed in this manner ; and 
forgetting that Ferdinand was a Bourbon, and that ail the 
temporal powers of Europe considered his cause as their 
own ; published the interdict against him, “ that his holi- 
ness might not be liable to the reproach of having neglected 
to protect the cause of God himself, in an affair relating to 
the liberties of the church.” The Jesuits were upon this 
expelled also from the territory of Parma ; and the subjects 
of the duke were commanded not to regard the letter dated 
frqm Rome, as a production of the pope. France, Spain, 
and the princes of Italy, endeavoured to arrange the affair 
of the duke by mediation ; but Clement replied, “ I have 
done my duty : 1 know how small my power is ; but if I 
were more powerful, I would still not seek assistance in 
troops ; but on the contrary, would much rather end my 
life in misery, in imitation of the first successor of St. Peter, 
than dishonour my grey hairs, on the brink of the grave, 
by betraying my duty.” 

. I'he court of Naples at this juncture renewed the claims 
of the family of Famese on Castro and Ronciglione; and 
those of the duke of Modena to the territory of Ferrara. 
At Naples, the pope was openly treated as merely the first 
Christian bishop, and the authority of the councils pre- 
ferred to his. The duke of Modena laid taxes on the pro- 
perty of the church; even the grand master of Malta 
expelled the Jesuits ; and Venice, the native country of 
pope Rezzonico, hivestigated the amount of the eedesiasti- 
eal revenues. This state, the populatidn of which amounted 

u 4 



* 2^6 UNIVERSAL HIStORV. 

to only 2,600,000, contained 47,000 ecclesiastics; anci the 
capital from which their ihcome was derived, amounted to 
120,000,000, The subjects of the king of Naples and 
Sicily amounted to 4,117,000: while the number of the 
clergy within his dominions was 107,000, and two-thirds of 
the produce of the land wqre in their possession. It was cal- 
culated that the thirty-fifth part of the population of the 
Catholic world consisted of ecclesiastics. The Jesuits of 
Corsica arrived in Italy in the most wretched condition. 

Clement now wrote to Maria Theresa to obtain her medi- 
ation on his behalf ; prayers and tears are my weapons,” 
said he ; honour the potentates whom God is pleased to 
employ for the castigation of his church.” But the dispo- 
sitions of the Catholic world had undergone such an alter- 
ation, that the bull In Ccena Domini was rejected even at 
Vienna. This bull contains a kind of epitome of the privi- 
leges usurped by the papal chair: pope Pius the Fifth had 
reduced it to its most modern form, and Urban the Eighth 
had enljirged it by a few additions; but a great part of its 
two-and-sevcnty curses is older than the thirteenth century. 
This instrument used to be pronounced on Holy Thursday 
before the college of cardinals and the whole people ; but 
of later time it has been recited in a lower tone, and even 
entirely omitted. 

There was an extraordinary degree of commotion, as 
though some new danger threatened the powder of princes 
from ecclesiastical pretensions: the temporal power every 
where investigated the occasions on which the convents 
were founded ; and the bonds of obedience to generals of 
orders and to the pope, were dissolved.* Every proof of a 
dislike to the interference of temporal power ; of extrava- 
gance, of burdensome poverty and avarice, of despotism 
and cruelt}’^, was publicly displayed and more or less mag- 
nified. Among all the proposals for refwmation, none was 
so acceptable to the courts as the confiscation of the eccle- 
siastical estates : but when it was perceived that the bar- 
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racks increased in proportion as the convents diminished, 
the friends of liberty and peace contemplated with dissatis- 
faction the unhappy direction given to reform. The power 
of the bishops, who with ill-calculated ambition endea- 
voured in many countries to raise themselves upon the ruins 
of the papal authority, menaced the inferior ranks of the 
clergy with the inconveniences of a nearer and therefore 
still more rigid despotism. 

A D 176 death of Rczzonico, or Pope Clement 

the Thirteenth, ha|i^ened amidst these com- 
motions. When the great bell of the capitol announced 
the death of this unfortunate prince, every individual in 
Rome manifested sorrow : he had acquired their esteem by 
his perseverance and the exemplary firmness with which he 
adhered to the supposed maxims of duty. 

The college of cardinals were at first disposed to favour 
the party in the interests of the jdsuits ; until the court of 
France, in which Choiseul was still the prime agent, gave 
them to understand that an election^ which should be dis- 
pleasing to the temporal powers, would probably render 
the pope a simple bishop of Rome. The Spanish faction 
elected cardinal Ganganelli ; a man of low origin, but of 
extraordinary learning, great simplicity of manners, and the 
purest intentions. 

Clement the Fourteenth endeavoured to save the Jesuits: 
he alleged that the council of Trent had confirmed their 
institution ; and that the authority of the councils was supe- 
rior to that of the pope. He represented the reigning 
pontiff as merely the administrator of the ecclesiastical do- 
minions ; and that (in allusion to Avignon and Benevento, 
which had been taken from his predecessor,) he had not the 
right to alienate any of the possessions of the holy see. 

While he was calmly awaiting the resuft of these repre- 
sentations, he pursued his duties as a sovereign with the 
niost scrupulous attention. The debt of the state had 
airisen to the sum of 74,000,000 scudi : he introduced a 
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sj’stem of rigi4 economy ; and endeavoured reanimate 
tile neglected arts of agriculture and commerce. 

At length Maria Theresa also desired the suppression of 
the Jesuits : and Clement, having maturely considered the 
sign^ pf the times, perceived that the period fixed by 
destipy to the hitherto existing order of things, had now 
arrived ; and without even consulting the cardinals, issued 
the bull for the dissolution of the order. Bene* 

A.D. 1773. j . . , , , 

vento and Avignon were restored, and the 

pope’s enlightened understanding was the subject of great 
praise : but he had in reality only yielded to the power of 
irresistible circumstances : for on no other ground is it easy 
to believe that he would have sacrificed the tried and prin- 
cipal support of his dominion. 

From this time forth, the power of the princes over the 
clergy was greatly increased : but as the advantage to the 
people appeared not to be so great as it might have been, 
the number of the discontented was exceedingly augmented 
by the accession of the clergy to their party ; and it soon 
became evident to intelligent men, that one common bul- 
wark of all constituted authorities had fallen. 

SECTION X. 

CATHARINE THE SECOND. 

A D 1762 After the death of Elizabeth Petrovna 
empress of Russia, Peter the Third recalled 
. general Munnich, L’Estocq, Bestucheff and Ernest von 
Biren, who had been the favourites and victims of the pre- 
ceding administrations. Munnich, during the twenty years 
of his exile, had instructed youpg men in geometiy and 
engineerings and had projected a number of plans for the 
aenrice of the empire. This hero^ now eighty years of age, 
was received as in triumph by tbe officers' whom .tfiifty 
years beforp he had |ed .to conquest!^ He addressed fba 
jempenor <m the 9my in 
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words I “ Where is the people to be found who, like the 
Russians, are able to penetrate through all Europe with no 
other provision than the flesh of horses, and no better 
.drink than their blood or the milk of mares ? who can pass 
the widest rivers without the hdp of bridges ; as compact 
as our battalions, as light as our Cossacks?’ He was 
reinstated in all his dignities. 

It was the favourite design of Peter the Third to destroy 
the power of Denmark ; and thus, to revenge the family of 
Holstein from which he was descended. He offended the 
nobles of Russia, whose power he seemed desirous of cir- 
cumscribing; the clergy, by his regulations against images 
and their long beards ; and the native guards by the pre- 
ference which he gave to those of Holstein. Having thus 
created a host of malcontents, and neglected to deprive 
them of the means of injuring him, he furnished a leader 
to his enemies in the person of' his consort. He possibly 
had reason for displeasure against Catharine, as he cer- 
tainly intended to divorce her ; and it was uncertain whether 
he would declare her son, Paul Petrovitsch, as his succes- 
sor. Hence, individuals of totally dissimilar characters, as 
count Panin, Rasuinofsky ataman of the cossacks, the 
procurator-general Gleboff, the brothers Orloff, prince 
Barjiitinsky and others, united in a conspiracy against 
him. 

They gained over the senate and the synod ; and towards 
the end of June, Peter the Third was deposed : Catharine 
harangued the guards ; she was proclaimed sole empress of 
all . the Russias, and received the homage of the clergy imd 
nobility. Peter wa^ informed of these proceedings in die 
villa of Oranienbaum: general Mtinnich advised that he 
should put himself at the head of the guards who had re- 
mained faithful; and declared that he would march with 
him to the capital. The emperor, who was incapable of a 
vigorons resolution, took flight; returaed of his o^ «c- 
ebrd, aubfcribed the declaration iff bis own incafiadty* re- 
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signed his sword, and in a few days perished in the manner 
universally known. 

Catharine now confirmed the clergy in the enjoyment of 
their Images, beards, and revenues; and discharged the 
German guard. A manifesto was published, in which the 
empress proclaimed the dangers to which the holy tradi- 
tions of the church had been exposed ; that the honour of 
the Russian arms had been compromised by a hasty peace 
with Prussia ; that Peter the Third had been so ungrateful 
as not to weep for the death of his very dear aunt the em- 
press Elizabeth, so ungodly as to neglect to attend sermons, 
and so absurd as to clothe the troops in different uniforms, 
as though they had more than one master ; lastly, this 
document made mention of the fate which Catharine herself 
had narrowly escaped, when it pleased Providence to take 
away the emperor Peter by an hemorrhoidal colic.’’ 

The innocent Ivan, 'Who had been entitled emperor of 
Russia while yet in his cradle, was now in his twenty-fourth 
year, and had been kept a captive in the prison of Schlussel- 
A D 1764 The holy synod thought proper to re- 

commend this unfortunate youth to the empress 
as a husband ; a proposal which warned her that Ivan’s rights 
might yet possibly' be remembered. Some person, whether 
with a good or a bad intention, at this period incited the 
cossack Mirovitsch to attempt the liberation of this un- 
fortunate youth. The empress was absent from the resi- 
dence when Mirovitsch gained over some soldiers to his 
views, and broke into the prison by night. Ivan was 
asleep ; and when the two officers who were guarding him 
perceived the object of the attack, they remembered the 
orders which they had received to put him to death in the 
event of any such attempt ; he sprung up and endeavoured 
to defend himself; but was dispatched by four wounds. 
When Mirovitsch saw his blood, he wept aloud, and im- 
mediately surrendered himself: public opinion ascribed the 
arrangement of this affair to the empress, -who rewarded 
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the murderers, Iput could not prevent their becoming the 
objects of abhorrence. The good Mirovitsch was executed. 

In order to obliterate the impressions which these trans- 
actions might have left on the minds of her subjects, Ca- 
tharine now undertook with great attention, to prosecute 
the works commenced by Peter the Great ; and in these 
affairs employed general Miinnich, who had formerly been 
engaged in the same objects under that emperor. Munnidi, 
the only public officer now alive who had served under 
Peter, attained the age of eighty-four years : one of his 
former adjutants said of him, he was a severe master ; 
but I felt myself greater as his adjutant, than in my present 
independent command.’^ 

SECTION XI. 

THE CALAMITIES pF POLAND. 

The death of Augustus the Third, king of Poland, who 
was of the family of Saxony, occurred a short time after 
the accession of Catharine the Second. At this period the 
^ ^ ^ ^ empress had entered into a treaty of alliance for 

eight years with the king of Prussia, obliging 
each party to assist the other, in any war in which either 
might be engaged, with at least ten thousand infantry aind 
two thousand cavalry ; and not to make peace except by mu- 
tual concurrence. On this account Austria could not but 
wish to see a Saxon prince on the throne of Poland, 
who might not be entirdy dependent on Russia and Prussia. 
Saxony had a party in that country ; but that of Russia, 
which was much pore powerful, and especially the family 
of Czartorisky, favoured the pretensions of Stanislaus Po- 
niatowsky, who had acquired the confidence 'of the em- 
press. His understanding and character were generally 
viewed in so favourable a light, that even his adversaries 
still wished that he might at least remain the second man 
hi the state. A third party was formed, perhaps under the 
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secret guidance of Frederick^ by Zamokky, vayvode of 
InofFraclaiF, which appeared to d^ire, from regard to the 
interests qf the country, to avoid all foreign influence 
The diet was tumultuous, which gave the empress Catha^ 
rine a pretext, as a neighbour and friend of Poland, to send 
some troops to Warsaw* The party of the Czartorisky had 
the best concerted system : whatever they wished was pro^ 
posed by others ; they guided all the decisions, while they 
seemed only to accommodate themselves to the universal 
will ; and their language wgs so moderate and obliging, that 
opposition to it had the appearance of violence and rode* 
ness. The king of Prussia left these aflairs to the empress 
of Russia. 

On the day of the election, general Mocronofsky inter- 
posed his veto against any transaction which should take 
place under such circumstances ; but was compelled by ill 
usage to withdraw his opposition. Prince Adam Czarto- 
risky, grand cup-bearer of Lithuania, became marshal of 
the diet; upon which the two generalissimos of the crown, 
two Potockys, prince Radzivyl, Poninsky, and four thou- 
sand of their adherents, quitted Warsaw ; and were fol- 
lowed by the grand treasurer with the vayvode of Volhynia. 
But Branicky, who was regarded as the head of this party, 
was deprived of his dignity, as a man who had withdiQawn 
himself from the service of his country and the duties of 
his office, at so critical a moment. Soltyk, bishop of Cra- 
coW, with thirty senators, and sixty deputies, gave their free 
voies: and some regiments refused to obey any new general- 
issimo : but Branicky, who was an old man, surrounded by 
hordes, who were neither unanimous nqr could be kept in 
<»rder, was unable to maintain his cause ; and prince Rad- 
zivyl, Potocky of Kyow, and others, dispersed to their 
^veral fortresses. * The diet now determined that a king 
must be a Piast, a native of the country, possessed .of 
estates in Poland, young, strong, handsome, and firietidfy 
to the customs of bis oountiy. Stanislaus was Reeled* 

xo 
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A b 1 66 y®®*" reign, - the friend- ’ 

.1766. subsisting between the king and the Czkr- 

torisky, began already to cool: the latter seemed to wish tO 
exercise the sovereignty under his name ; and complained 
that he abandoned himself to fevourites. The French po- 
liteness of his manners, formed a striking contrast with the 
rough simplicity of the prevailing habits. The tolerant 
principles of the king were condemned in the sermons and 
pastoral letters of the clergy, because he had assented to 
the demands of Russia and Prussia, which, supported by 
Great Britain and Denmark, required that the dissidents, 
consisting of Christians of the Protestant and Greek 
churches, should be re-established in their ancient and na- 
tural equality of rights. These powers also demanded that 
the boundary between Russia and Poland should be more 
accurately determined, and that Poland should form an 
alliance with Prussia. Under pretence 6f imparting a greater 
degree of order and consistency to the constitution, they pro- 
posed that only a majority of votes, instead of unanimity, 
should be requisite at the elections; that the revenues 
should be augmented by bestowing on the king some -new 
duties, and a fourth part of the income of the Starosties and 
that these regulations, with respect to which the king was 
obliged to coincide with both the powers, should be 
executed by forty deputies, elected by a majority of votes. 

AM the great prelates, with the exception of the primate 
and two bishops, thirty senators, and one hundred md 
eight country deputies, protested against these arrange- 
ihents : and the king at length renounced the new duties, 
and contented hitpself with an indemnification of two 
hundred thousand florins, which he also promised to ex- 
pend exclusively among the nobles, in the establishment of 
a guard of honour. This idea, by means of which it was 
proposed to attach the nobles to bis interest, was decried 
as tyrannical and of dangerous cons^ueUce. As the fer- 
ment continued to increase, two thousand mght hundred 
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Kussiuns vrere quartered in the estates qf the bishop of 
Cracow, and one thousanti five hundred in those of the 
bishop of Wilna ; while four thoi^sand were encamped 
around Warsaw. Many of the senators however were not 
yet discouraged, and resolved, as they said, rather to die 
than to sacrifice the republic to him who had been elected 
for the purpose of maintaining it. Speak then,’’ said the 
bishop of Masovia to the archbishop primate, speak, 
wretch, for the religion by which thou art fattened, or re- 
tire into thy primitive nothingness the same prelate also 
said to bishop Piaskofsky, Thy heart is capable oi|^U 
manner of corruption ; sell thyself therefore to the highest 
bidder!” The popular indignation compelled the^king to 
abandon all thoughts of introducing the proposed regula- 
tions. llie dissidents were indeed allowed to exercise their 
religion in places where they already possessed churches ; 
but only on condition that those buildings should not be 
enlarged; and the priests of the Greek faith were permitted 
the liberty of performing baptisms, marriages, and burials, 
on condition that the customary dues should be previously 
paid to their catholic brethren. 

From this perioA the parties entered into confederations : 
in the first place at Sluck, in the vayvodcsliip of Novo- 
gorodek, situated in Black Russia, under major-general 
Glebofsky; and afterwards at Thorn, under lieutenant- 
general Goltz. Four-and-twenty confederatiems were formed 
iti Lithuania, the professed object of which was resistance 
to the influence of foreign states; but they were perhap^j 
equally directed against the native dissidents : prince Radzi- 
vyl, who was at the head of these Lithuanian confeder' 

ations, procured the assembling of an extra- 
A.D.1767. y. v ^ 

ordinary diet at Cracow. 

The first sittings of this assembly were so tumultuous, 
that it w’as impossible to collect the votes : upon which the 
Russians entered the town, seized Soltyjk, the zealous 
bishop of Cracow," the bishop of Kyow, the vayvode oi 
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Gracow, count Rzevusky, and several of the senators^ 
sent^them as prisoners into Russia. The terror which 
measure inspired served only to increase the tumult; and 
the diet separated, after having chosen sixty deputies, who 
were commissioned to treat with the Russian ambassador 
on the present state of affairs. 

It was now agreed to grant the king one million five hun- 
dred thousand florins, and prince Radzivyl, (to whom the 
republic owed three millions,) six hundred thousand, as a 
first payment ; to entrust all the business which had hitherto 
been conducted by the nuncio of the pope, to a synod, to 
whom his holiness should be pleased to give the permanent 
authority of a legatus h latere ,* and faithfully to observe the 
alliance with Russia, according to the treaty concluded in 
the year 1686 and deposited in the archives of that 
country. 

The partisans of this compromise were threatened by the 
nuncio with the great bann; and the pope himself wrote to 
the king^ that he should rather abandon his crown than 
countenance such scandalous proceedings. Notwithstanding 
this opposition, the compact was conOrmed by the iliet, the 
public taxes were fixed at twenty-three millions, and a treaty 
of guarantee was renewed with Russia. 

T^e dissidents were detested, as the party which 
given occasion to the injuries inflicted on the iiidcpcndenee 
of thr country, and were subjected to all jxJssibie 0|)p^es- 
sions. A confederation was formed against them at Bar, 
under marshal Krasiusky ; one at Halicz under Potocky ; 
and another at Lublin; which latter place was, on that nc- 
oonnt, set on fire by the Russian artillery. Civil war noyv 
eroBe inall its horrors: the Russians increased their, force 
to .a degree which could not be a matter of indiflerence to 
’the Turks; and conquered Bar, with all the wealth of Po- 
,'doUe, Volbynia, and the: Ukraine; Krasipsky and Potopky 
’ *^rewr themselves, into the IT urki^ fertr,es8 of ChoUn. The 
terrors.^ this, war of religitm were augmmted by the iji- 
voi,. ni. X 
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cassant incursions of the Haidamaks, who entered tlie 
country from the Russian viceroyalty of Elizabethgorod.: on 
one occasion they burnt ten towns and one hundred and 
thirty villages ; and on another, three of the former and 
fifty of the latter : the Jews were every where burned ; and 
the roads were covered with dead bodies, until at length 
neither man nor beast was to be found alive within sixty 
miles of the borders. The Russians in the meantime were 
besieging Cracow, where the confederates for a long time 
held out against famine' and pestilence. Martin Ludo- 
mitsky, in the utmost extremity, made a sally, in which 
he lost the half of his followers ; but made good his retreat 
with the rest through the midst of the enemy. The Rus- 
sians extended themselves over all the vayvodeships, in or- 
der that the confederates might be prevented from forming 
an union in any part : that party, however, brought rein- 
forcements out of Turkey, and the detestation inspired by 
their wanton cruelties exceeded the terror of their first re- 

A D 1769 proclaimed theip rebels, 

and they declared his authority illegitimate; 
thirteen contests took place in the course of one month ; 
and the progress of the war was only arrested by the devast- 
ations of pestilence : two hundred and fifty thousand men 
died within the space of a few weeks in Volhyni®, the 
Ukraine, and Podolia ; Kaminiek was abandoned by its 
garrison and all its inhabitants, and the whole force of the 
confederates crowded toward Great Poland. 

While the Russians favoured the dissid'ents, the court of 
Vienna appeared to incline to the cause of the confederates: 
it refused, however, to take part in these disturbances; and 
even in the beginning of the Turkish war occasioned by , 
them, declared tjiat it would adhere to its neutrality,' and , 
only placed troops in a few districts immediately bordering 
on Hungary. But when the confederation of Bar earnestly 
entreated the empress Maria Theresa not to take any ad- 
vantage of the disasters of a people who had taken Anns 
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for the liberty of their country, and for the religious rights 
of t|ieir fathers, she declared publicly that she was willing 
to protect those communities only which were not foreign 
to her as queen of Hungary, from the evils of this dreadful 
period ; and gave verbal assurances that she was affected with 
the misfortunes of the confederates, and that although the 
situation of political affairs did not allow her to assist them 
jkvith an armed force, they might nevertheless depend on her 
fox: all the favour it was in her power to show them. '^This 
declaration was almost immediately succeeded by a move- 
xnent of the Austrian army, which inspired the confederates 
with the most flattering hopes ; but on the other side a body 
of Prussian troops approached the frontiers, as if to form 
a cordon against the pestilence which was now exercising 
its ravages in Poland. Frederick collected a tribute from 
the vayvodeship of Great Poland, under pretence of ob- 
taining compensation for the expense which he had been 
obliged to incur by the defective condition of their police: 
but the compassion of mankind was excited when he after- 
wards tore twelve thousand families from their native coun- 
try, in order to transplant them into his colonies in the 
Mark, and in Pomerania. He proceeded to strike coins of 
silver and gold, under the title of the king and republic of 
Poland, of far less than their nominal value; and com* 
pelled all those from whom his subjects made purchases to 


take them in payment, while he refused to receive any other 
than the good old coin of the country, for the stores which 
.he accumulated > he oppressed commerce by the imposition 
of new duties; and gave occasion to the plundering oif 
shutting up of the granaries of Poland, during a period olf 
almost universal famine in Europe. The oppression, an^ 
distress of Great Poland rose to such a height, tiuit tho 
people, with their wives and children, *and afccompani^ 
aven by capitulars from Gnesna, fled in troops toward thjfe 
frosts of Lithuania and the frontiers of, Austria : mait^ 
perwhed m the journey by, the hands ^ robbers or of the 

X 2 
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•netby* or firfl ei^hausted by th^ir stifibringSk The aged 
parents of the fogitives were fettered and ill treated ih -their 
native country, because they could not present the etai- 
gration of their children ; and those who had daughters 
were obliged to deliver up a certain number, provided arkh 
portions, for the Prussian colonies. 

These proceedings at length opened the ^es of the COh- 
-federates ; and marshal Zaremba first offered his services to 
king Stanislaus, in order to effect an union between 
conflicting parties for tlm preserration of their coimsob 
country : but the king probably considered this proposal to 
be already too late. The party of the emperor Joseph in 
the court of Vienna was about this period engaged in com- 
bating the religious adhcreitce of Maria Theresa to her 
promises, and the rights of others : she in vain represented 
the consequences of infringing the principles of public mo- 
rality; and the salt works of Vielitschka, which yielded an 
annual produce of 600,000 cwt., were now taken possession 
of by the Austrians. 

At length, on the 26th of September 1772, and in the 
12d6th year since a system of co-existent states began, after 
the destruction of the western empire, lO be formed in Eu- 
rope; the first important blow was given to the. maxims 
and compacts on which their existence and the balance of 
their power had been gradually established. The ambas- 
sadors of Maria Theresa, of the empress arid autocrat Ca- 
tharine the Second, and of the king of Prussia, in the name 
of their respective courts, informed the - king and the re- 
public of Poland, thatthe three powers, in order to pre- 
vent farther bloodshed ,and to restore peace to Polannd,' ha<l 
agreed among themselves to insist upon their indispatable 
claims to some of the provinces of that fcountry : and there- 
fore demanded tHat a diet should be held for the purpose of 
settling the new boundaries, in concert with them.. 

OalUcia and L€)domefiahad been, fifom On early ponod, 
indtpendent sOTriftMgdties^ tiseipolsessors ofviHhiofa had long 
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d«r«Qd«d thomselves against the Poles, Hungarians, Russians, 
Petchenegers, and Bulgarians, until they were conquered^ 
after the death of king Vladimerko, by Bela the Third 
king of Hungary. This territory was afterwards transferred 
to Gasimir king of Poland^ the last of the Piasts, on con- 
dition that the succession to his throne should be secured to 
JLewis of Anjou, kiug of Hungary : it was however not re- 
stored after the death of Lewis, because Vladislaf Jagellon, 
partly os a relative of the former princes, and partly by 
means of his own ascendancy, vtas able to maintain posses- 
sion; and a compromise was afterwards effected, in pursu- 
ance of which a friendly agreement was to be concluded 
within five years after his death, or after that of Sigismund 
of Luxemburg, king of Hungary. Both these kings died 
about the same time; and the son of Jagellon, during the 
minority of the grandson of Sigismund, united the crowns 
of Poland and Hungary ; and putmiised to take care thq,^ 
the provinces which had been separated from Hungary 
should be reunited to that country. This document fell into 
the hands of Sigismund’s daughter, was transmitted from 
her to the emperor Frederick of Austria, and had now Ikin 
upwards of three hundred and thirty years in the Austrimi 
archives, during all which period its existence was neebr 
mentioned. The Austrian princes, who had enjoyed the 
sovereignty of Hungary, had the singular moderation to 
refrain from insisting on these clear and undoubted rights ; 
whan the race of Jagellon became extinct, the emperor 
Maximilian the Second was engaged in other affairs re- 
lating to the empire ; and when Bathori, prince of Tran- 
sylvania, became king of Poland, the emperor perhaps 
thouglit it a matter of indifference whether Gallicia and 
Lodomeria were governed by his vassal or by himself. The 
archduke Maximilian afterwards sought the crown of |*o- 
land ; but took no notice of these ancient claims, because 
he was so excellent a ruler, that no secondary Oonakier- 

ations appeared necessary to decide the Ptdes in bis favour. 

X S 



310 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


His evil destiny, however, consigned him as a prisoner to 
his victorious rival Sigismund Vasa; after which the family 

. ^ of the archdukes entered into obligations, at 

A.D,1589, m u 

the peace or Jritschen, never, under any pre- 
tence whatever, to lay claim, direct or indirect, to Poland, 
Xfithuania, Red Russia, or any' of the territories attached 
to the crown of Poland. But this treaty, it was said, did 
not invalidate the claim of that family to Gallicia and Lo- 
domeria, but was only intended to prevent the archdukes 
from attempting to obtain /.he sovereignty of those districts, 
in the character of kings of Poland; especially as the more 
ancient alliances (among which the compact of the family 
of Jagellon themselves must be reckoned) were shortly after- 
wards renewed. It was also asserted, that it would not 
have been practicable to . renounce these claims, since the 
emperor had bound himself by an oath, as king of Hun- 
gary, never to alienate arty of tlie territories of that king- 
dom ; and the canon law, which was binding on all the 
professors of the catholic Christian faith, had declared that 
all alienations, effected by high personages, were equally 
invalid as though they had been made by minors. “ The 
title to Gallicia and Lodomeria has therefore always been 
retained ; and it is matter of gratitude to God that he has 
presented so favourable an opportunity of realizing , such 
clear and important rights.” 

Austria had, however, other reasons to allege; it was 
now upwards of 590 years since Casimir the Second king 
of Poland, transferred the two royal Polish fiefs of Zator 
and Auschwitz to his cousin Mscislaf, duke of Teschen in 
Upper Silesia ; but as the diets of Poland became afterward 
so tumultuous that the princes of Silesia could not sXtwd 
them consistently with their own dignity, Casimir of Tes- 
A.D 1289 transferred his feudal duties toVenceslaf 

king of Bohemia ; and Poland finally consented 
to the transaction. It is true that Casimir the Fourth, by 
.the fortune of arms, had S20 years ago reconquered, o» 
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behalf of Poland, these territories which his ancestors had 

formerly forfeited to the military superiority of 

A.D. 1462. n ^ ^ 1 A u ^ 

Boheipia. But Zator and Auschwitz were con- 
ferred on him only for his life : it must be confessed that 
these territories have always remained in the hands of his 
successors, and there is no record that they have ever been 
required to give them up : but tlm must be ascribed to the 
peculiar and well known magnanimity and moderation and 
goodness of the illustrious archducal family. It is to be 
lamented, that under the present constitution of Poland, 
there is small ground to hope that the republic will mani- 
fest such a sense of justice as spontaneously to restore Gal- 
licia, Lodomeria, Zator, and Auschwitz: the empress ‘queen, 
however, will employ the power conferred upon her by God 
with the mildness which is hereditary in her family ; and 
instead of rigourously demanding the whole of her rights, 
will content herself with a very moderate equivalent : con- 
sisting of two-thirds of Upper Poland, Pokulia, and some 
districts of Podolia and Volhynia ; which contain in the 
whole about 250 cities and large towns, 50 smaller places, 
6300 villages, and 2,580,000 inhabitants.” 

The principles and sentiments displayed by Frederick, 
the philosopher of Sans Souci, and the author of Anti- 
Macchiavel, were not less remarkable. “ It is known to all 
the world to be indubitably true, that Mistevoj and Bori- 
slaf. were co-princes of Poraerellia ; and that the two sons 
of Swantibor the First became the founders of two families 
AD 1107 afterward ruled at Dantzic and Stettin. 

When the former became extinct, the latter 
ought in justice to have succeeded to its dominions : but 
Przemysl, king of Poland, took possession of the countiy, 
under pretence that he was the nearest heir in 

A, D. 1295. * 

right of his wife, and had43een acknowledged 
in that character by Mistewyii the last duke. This coun- 
try, however,. waiJ an under-tenure of the margraves of 
Brandenburg, in right of which thc^ made war j on the 
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A t) 130^ Poles and expelled them by force of arms^ 
These princes were unfortunately under the 
necessity of selling their title to this district for ten thousand 
n;iarks, to the Teutonic order which reigned in Prussia ; 

and it was afterwards conquered from the latter 
’ by Casimir the Fourth, king of Poland. The 

house of Brandenburg has nevertheless a right to take pos- 
session of it again, because that family sold only the pos- 
session and not the right to the country : the margraves of 
Brandenburg have sold t^at which they may now justly 
reclaim as dukes of Pomerania. Besides all which, it is 
dear that they alienated the territory only in so far as they 
hdd it * de jure belli,’ which does not at all infringe their 
claim of primitive right.” 

It is farther known that there exist ancient records of the 
bishops of Posen, and even of the emperor Charles the 
Pburdi, from which it appears that the districts between 
the Netze, Kuddow, and Drave, formerly belqpged. to the 
iharks of Brandenburg : it cannot be denied that these were 
also sold to the Teutonic order, and transferred by tlie latter 
A D 1466 Poland; but a year before this transaction, 
the Teutonic order bad sold the new mark to 
the elector of Brandenburg, in the state in which it was and 
onglit to have been at that period ; and the latter was only 
prevented by the superiority of the arms of Poland, from 
extending its boundary to the proper distance : and nothing 
more is now sought than the restoration of those rights 
which ought always to have been respected. 

Finally, it is also certain that the ancient dukes of Glo- 
gau, in the year 1312, were possessed of Posen and 
Kalisch : king Frederick has been duke of Ologau evw 
since the year 17 ^ 1 ; and those places are consequently 
justly his property.^ 

Besides, in the treaty of Bidgosc, cemduded in 1^67> 
the Poles assigned the sum of 400,000 ddllars, on the secq- 
rity of the city of f^ing, to ttxe ehetor of Brandenburg, 
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who was to deliver them from the Swedish arms : but the 
promise then made has never been fulfilled. 

But Frederick, with his well known goodness and moder- 
ation, only desires, in satisfaction of all these claims, to be 
put in possession of Pomerellia, the districts on the Netze, 
the vayvodeship of Marienburg, the bishopric of Ernieland, 
the district of Michelau, and the bishopric and vayvodeship 
of Culm : as he leaves Poland in possession of Dantzic and 
Thorn, be hopes that the republic will grant him as a 
friend and good neighbour (whi^h it is consonant with his 
system always to remain) a suitable compensation for the 
sacrifices which he thus offers to make. He has only one 
thing more to add; which is, that while the king abandons 
his claim to Dantzic as a property, his majesty does not 
mean to renounce the harbour of that city, nor the customs 
collected in it : lor Dantzic had only enjoyed, by sufferance, 
the use of that harbour, which was a monastic estate be- 
longing to the abbey of Oliva, and had been made by per- 
mission of that establishment, in the year 1647, because the 
Neufahrwasser was no longer capable of admitting ships. 
Dantzic had promised to pay the abbot an annual rent of one 
hundred dollars during ninety-three years ; a period which 
had long since elapsed. Besides, neither the city nor the 
abbot possesses any territorial sovereignty : the whole coun- 
try belongs to the lord of Pomerellia; and the king is the 
successor of Mistewyn, duke of Pommern-Dantzic. The 
king of Poland, indeed, who was at that time sovereign of 
the country, approved the contract: but that circumstance 
cannot be binding on a king of Prussia ; and the abbot, aa 
an ecclesiastic, was forbidden by the canon law to grant my 
lease for a longer period than ten years. Dantzic, it is trae^ 
has created the harbour at an imincnfie expense ; but 
process was, after all, only an inundation of a portion of 
land ; and could not possibly prejudice the t^ritorial righte 
of the sovereign : besides which, according to iloman 
law, die harbour couM not bdong to Ihihtzio, because the 
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coast on which it is situated is the property of another 
power. The king, consistently with the moderation which 
characterises all actions of the monarch of Prussia, will not 
forbid the city to make use of the harbour ; but to expect 
him to forego the profit arising from its use would be a 
most impudent demand. Culm and Wermeland can only 
be considered as a very small indemnification for his mag- 
nanimous renunciation of his claims to Dantzic itself, to 
Thorn, and to a compensation for several centuries of 
unjust dispossession.” # 

The whole of Polish Prussia, together with the district 
of the Netz, was therefore occupied ; by which transaction 
the state of Prussia became a continuous territory from 
Glatz to Memel, and acquired the fertile districts of Culm, 
Elbing, and Marienburg; the king became master of the 
cathedral of Wermeland, which possessed an annual income 
of 300,000 dollars, and of the only mouths of the Vistula 
which yet remained navigable. All the inhabitants of these 
districts were obliged to take the oath of allegiance within 
fourteen days. 

The empress of Russia took possession of an important 
part of the grand principality of Lithuania, and of the vay- 
vodeships of Minsk, Vitepsk, and Mcisluf, with so little 
embarrassment, that it did not even appear necessary to 
her to publish the grounds of that proceeding. She al- 
lowed the inhabitants three months to remove themselves. 

The king and senate of Poland lamented this misfortune, 
attributed the origin of the party dissensions to the influ- 
ence of foreigners, displayed the evidences of their rights, 
alleged the compacts and referred to the guarantee under 
which they had been concluded, appealed from the violence 
of the superior power and unjust arms of their enemies, ^ 
and protested, before the Almighty Governor of the Uni- 
verse against this crying oppression. 

The king of Prussia continued to raise: the tolls collected 
in the harbour of Dantzip to an. intolerable height, and; the 
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city was urged by all possible means to surrender itself 
voluntarily to his sway. He summoned a diet at Lissa to 
counteract that of Warsaw, and confiscated the estates of 
all such nobles as refused to acknowledge their allcgiimce. 
Catharine also took possession of the wealth of prince 
Charles Radzivyl, and of Constantine and Adam Czurto- 
risky. When an offer of restoration was made to Radzivyl, 
he replied, “ I am a free-born man; my ancestors were 
free; and, though in adversity, I will also die free.” The 
countess Vielopolska died by he« own hands ; aiul all those 
who were worthy of their ancestors quitted their country, 
now subjected to a foreign yoke : but the complaints of the 
oppressed were not necessary to the judgment passed by all 
Europe on this transaction; which is assuredly such as will 
be confirmed by posterity. 

The subjects of the republic were reduced from seven or 
eight to four millions ; and its revenues were proportionably 
diminished. Instead of one hundred setmtors, only thirty- 
eight were assembled at the diet: the archbishop primatCj the 
grand chancellor of Lithuania, the grand marshal, and their 
friends, absented themselves from the servile assembly and 
repaired to Cracow. The diet, although surrounded by an 
armed force, began with a protest by all the deputies of 
Podplia and Volhynia: upon which the foreign soldiers 
were quartered by hundreds upon all those nobles who were 
attached to the cause of independence ; eight days were al- 
lowed to the diet to conform to the wishes of the allied 
powers ; and it was declared that in case of refusal, 3(^000 
men should enter the city at the expiration of that period, 
and thqir obstinacy.should be subdued by all possible means. 
On the seventh day, a great number of tlie deputies left thfc 
city, and the remainder subscribed the terms; by which 
Poland was compelled, not only to renounce all claim to 
and connection with the district of which she had been de- 
prived, but to engage to protect the three powers in the 
possession of the countries they had seized. 
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The latter now established a permanent council which 
waa dependent on themselves, and could easily be influenced 
according to their pleasui*e. The king of Prussia declared, 
that if the republic did not place this council in actual ex* 
istence on a certain day, he would consider its refusal or 
delay as a declaration of war ; and he at the same time de^ 
inanded possession of a district on the Netze not usually 
bounded by that river, but which was occasionally covered 
by its waters during extraordinary floods. The Austrian 
commissioners of boundari|»s drew a line from the mouth of 
one river to another, and demanded all the districts com* 
prised within the sinuosities of the streams, as the shores of 
those rivers : instances frequently occurred in i^wbioh a 
district was usurped without assigning any reason whatever ; 
and a similar proceeding often took place, out of pure 
philanthropy, in which the object of the appropriation was 
to relieve the country people from illegitimate authority. 
The permanent council was established : it consists of forty 
senators and noblemen, nominated by the diet, who con* 
tiiiue in office until the succeeding session of that assembly, 
and transact all military and foreign affairs, and the busi- 
ness of the high police : it can expound the laws, but can- 
not enact them.'' 

Prussia was in some instances obliged to abandon a^part 
of the districts which it had seiased ; but before these tem- 
porary possessions were relinquished, the flocks were driven 
the forests cut down, the magazines emptied, even 
the most necessary implements taken away, and the tai&es 
raised by anticipation. 

It pleased the Almighty, at this period, to display the 
morality of the grea(t. 
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SECTION XIT. 

THE TURKISH WAR OP 1768. 

The protection which the confederates received in Tur- 
key, end mutual complaints concerning the incursions of 
the wandering hordes of Tartars and Cossacks, had some 
years before furnished a pretence for war between the Porte 
and the Russians. It was in reality impossible that the 
Turks could contemplate with indifference the transactions 
which took place in Poland : and the French court, in the 
miserable condition in which it was at that time placed, 
possessed no other means of assisting the Poles than by 
giving occasion to some diversion which might otherwise 
engage the attention of the Russians. 

The padisha Mustafa, at the first entrance of the Rus- 
sians into Poland, announced that his attention was aroused 
by that movement: and the empress on her side declared 
that the republic had requested assistance from her, in or- 
der to quell some internal commotions, which her na- 
tive magnanimity, and her neighbourly friendship towards 
that unhappy country did not permit her to refuse ; that 
these troops were neither numerous nor well provided, and 
were not even commanded by a general, as they received 
all their orders from prince Repnin, who was the amlMs> 
sadoi: of Russia at Warsaw. 

. A body of Russians who were pursuiag some of the aoa- 
federates, afterwards burned the Turkish town of 6alt8,.aiid 
put all its inhabitants to death without distinction. Thie 
deed was represented by tlte Russians as merely an irregular 
proceeding of the Haidamaks, but was considered: by. the 
Turks as an act of direct hostility. Obreskoff, the .Rus- 
sian resident in Constantinople, was required by the divM 
to give an explicit assurance, that the Russians should im- 
tnediately abandon all the cities and territories of Pbland; 
and as he had no commission to make any such promise^ he 
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was arrested, and conveyed to the Seven Towers- The 
mufti gave his fefta : war was declared, Mohammed 
Emin Pascha Kaimakan, nominated grand visier, and 
the European and Asiatic dominions of the Porte sum- 
moned to arms. While all the officers who were to com- 
pose the suite of the grand visier were preparing at 
Constantinople for their departure, the multifarious hordes 
of militia assembled themselves out of Asia, and covered 
the Bosphorus and Hellespont with numerous transports. 
On the other hand, the difficrent nations composing the ex- 
tensive empire of the autocrat of all the Russias, most of 
whom were barbarous, put themselves in motion, and sent 
a three hundreth part of their whole population to open 
the campaign on the Dniester, under the command of ge- 
neral Rumjanzoff; and a body of troops selected from 
among the corps dispersed over Poland was assembled on 
the side of the Ukraine and Podolia, under SoltikofT. 
Hie capitation tax of the Russian empire was raised, a war 
contribution of twenty per cent, levied on all salaries, and 
an impost of five roubles laid on all coach-horses. * 

Two hundred and fifty thousand men, -without including 
the Tartars, marched from Constantinople towards the Da- 
nube; and twenty ships came to the assistance of the pa- 
disha from Mohammed el Husain, sherif of Morocco,^ and 
fifteen from the republics of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli- 
The frontiers weA defended by prince Galitzyn and Rum- 
janzoff: the army of the former consisted of thirty-one re- 
giments of infantry of two thousand each, forty regiments 
of cavalry each eight hundred strong, and a park of one hun- 
dred cannon : the force under the command of the latter 
amounted to forty-one thousand men. The numbers en- 
gaged in these modem contests ere, however, subject to as 
great suspicion of exaggeration as those which are said to 
have composed the hosts of Darius and Xerxes. 

Tlie first hostile procedure was th^ devastation of the 
frontiers, which occanoned want of provision; and the im- 
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mediate consequence of this was a prodigious desertion from 
the Turkish army. It is said that the Tartars burned one 
hundred and fifty-four towns and villages in the course of 
the winter, and carried more than fourteen thousand families 
into slavery. 

_ In the spring, the standard of the prophet 

A.D. 1769. . 1 1 , 1 p . 

was carried through the streets of Constanti- 
nople : but the progress of the visier was so difficiilt and te- 
dious, that at the end of April he had advanced no farther 
than Adrianople. The first operations of the war, which 
took place at Chotin, were so unfavourable to the Russians’ 
that prince Gnlitzyn was compelled to recross the Dfinube. 
The visier was incessantly employed in exercising in the 
plains of Isakschia his undisciplined troops, whom he 
wished to convert into soldiers before he led them against 
the enemy. Chotin was suddenly attacked by the Rus- 
sians, but was reinforced by the visier, and defended itself 
with such spirit that Galitzyn was again obliged to give 
way. 

The calumnies of Molodowni Ali Pasha, effected the 
recal of the visier, and his successor crossed the Dniester : 
just at this period torrents of rain fell in the mountains, 
the rivers rose to a great height, the bridge of boats was 
destroyed, and the Turkish army found itself divided by 
an impassable stream. That part which bad already passed 
over, . withstood the attack of the Russians with the greatest 
courage : their brethren, who were spectators of the afffiir^ 
looked on with silent admiration; and the visier was ut- 
terly at a loss what steps to take. When4this part of the 
troops had almost entirely fallen, the whole army on the 
opposite bank raised a loud cry of execration ; they forgot 
Chotin, and retreated hastily to the Danube: in fourteen 
days, forty thousand men deserted the’ standard of the 
visier, with whom God and his prophet were not.’^ The 
Russian armies iiow’efiected a junction, and took possesinon 
of Chotin, where they found a plentiful provision of artil- 
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levy : the occupation of Moldavia and Wallachia were the 
fruits of this victory; and EImpt and Prosoro^sky entered 
Yassy, Bukoraschty^ and Gallatscb, without resistance* 

While the late visier was sent into banishment^ Bum- 
janzoff hastened to attack Halil his successor ; and count 
Panin supported the field-marshal, and covered the fron- 
^ tiers. It was determined to separate the 
Turkish army, and to intercept their supplies: 
the war was therefore carried on both by land and water ; 
and as it was not sufficient to have the jcommand of the 
Euxine Pontus, so long as the Bosphorus remained open 
to the Turks, a Russian fleet sailed round Europe, and 
appeared in the Archipelago. 

The vbier took advantage of his superior numbers to 
disturb his enem}^ on all sides: he drove them out of a part 
of Moldavia and Wallacliia, and opened a communication 
with the fruitful plains of Bialogorod. But the appearance 
of the enemy in the south compelled him to dismiss the 
Macedonians, who were his best troops. Rumjanzoff' 
and the visier came in contact near the confluence of the 
Pruth with the I>anube, and remained during a whole 
month contemplating the situation of each other. Halil 
was strong and well posted; but the excessive eagerness 
of a part of his army gave occasion to a contest in which 
they were defeated : both the visier and his army were 
cdiliged to yielchthe palm of superiority to the veterans who 
had stood in the field against Frederick. Prosorofsky now 
efiected a junction of the districts situated between the 
I>niester and the Dnieper, and thus facilitated the siegeof 
Bender, which was undertaken by count Panin. This 
plaoe^ was garrisoned by a pasha, at the head of sixteen 
thousand soldiers, and was provisioned for two yetats: 
the sallies made by this officer were executed with he- 
roic courage : the Russians lost a great number of ^meoi, 
and their artillery was but ill-served ; fbey suffered for want 
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of provisions; and of the fourteen regiments encamped be- 
fore the place, ten were newly raised. The fortificatibns 
were very extensive, and held out for two months : but at 
the end of tfiat time, a compression ball, (which is a com- 
plication of several mines, charged with four hundred 
poods of gunpowder,) produced a large breach : the Rus- 
sians now entered the place by storm, and the contest was 
maintained in all the streets and gardens till they reached 
the citadel; and during the massacre a fire broke out from 
several quarters, which continuechto burn during three days 
and nights. All the myrscs of Budjiak now submitted, in 
order to save their beautiful villages, the work of a long 
course of industry, from devastation : Kilianova and Bia- 
logorod opened their gates, and Brahilow was burned. The 
visier retreated into the mountains of Hoeinus. Panin had 
retired from the service, because the promise which lie had 
made to his soldiers before Bender, had not been fulfilled; 
and general Baur his successor, made himself completely 
master of Moldavia and Bessarabia, which consist of beau- 
tiful and uncultivated steppes, interspersed with luxuriant 
pastures and forests and possessing abundant salt-works 
and mines : between Akjermana and Bender, the country 
is an uninterrupted garden. Moldavia contains about one 
thousand square miles of territory, and Wallachia is still 
more extensive: this district is depasturetl by 500,000 
Transylvanian sheep, and abounds in wine, Turkish corn, 
tobacco, and all the useful species of animals ; and here, 
where despotism, war and pestilence, have depopulated 
the country, forests of fruit trees have grown sponta- 
neously. 

The Peloponnesian war was begun with success not less 
brilliant. Greece, long accustomed to subjection, was but 
ill provided with troops; and the inhabitants, pursued their 
own business almost without interference on the part of the 
iilaetive and usually mild government. .But when they re- 
ceived intelligence of the enterprise of the Russians, a 
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Christian people of the Greek church, to deliver the 
Greeks from the yoke of the barbarians, the love of liberty 
was rekindled in many of their hearts, developed itself ra- 
pidly and irregularly, and stood only in need of proper 
discipline and a good leader, to produce the most impoi Uint 
results. Alexcj Orloff made his appearance with only six 
ships, while Navarino, the native country of Nestor, was 
conquered by Hannibal. All Laconia, tlie plains of Ar- 
gos, Arcadia, and a part of Achaia, rose in insurrection, 
and spared none of theii\.former rulers: and the islands 
under the dominion of Venice, manifested equal impatience. 
The Turks, in the mean time, crossed the isthmus in order 
to relieve Patra. The war in Peloponnesus was always 
attended with considerable difficulty, on account of the 
great number of important posts which required the pre- 
sence of the Russians and of the armed Greeks, who were 
but few in number, in too many places at the same time. 
The Mainottes fought one unsuccessful battle on the istjimus ; 
upon which the seraskier pacha of Bosnia, with thirty 
thousand Epirots, Illyrians, and Albanians, advanced with 
little resistance into the ancient Messene. The rising cause 
of freedom met with the most severe blow at Modon : the 
Mainottes were not possessed of that degree of military 
skill which enables a small body to vanquish a much more nu- 
merous enemy ; the seraskier compelled Orloff and the Knas 
Dolgorukoj, to retreat to Novarino. Two thousand Greeks, 
full* of valour but unacquainted with discipline, made 
another vain attack upon Modon : the Mainottes now re- 
treated to their mountains ; and it was manifested to the 
view of the whole world, that freedom without order is 
a vain idea. 

But admiral Elphinstone, after having cast anchor near 
Tanarus, sailed to the coast of Laconia, and defeated the 
Turkish fleet, which was far more numerous than his own, 
in the waters of Epidaurus, and afterward pursued it into 
the canal between Chios and Asia. The Turks had fifteen 
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ships of the line and an equal number of xebecs and gal- 
lies, which they placed in a position defended by rocks and 
islands. The Russian fleet, with four frigates and fire- 
ships, was arranged opposite to them in three lines. 
Spiritoff* commanded the van, Frederick Orloff the middle 
division, and Elphinstone the rear. Spiritolf suddenly at- 
tacked the Turkish admiral, whose ship presently took fire : 
Sesir Beg endeavoured to save his vessel, but the anchors 
had become entangled, and the mainmast in flanies fell on 
Spiritoff’s ship: the men now jumped into shallops or into 
the sea, and in a moment both the admirals’ ships were 
blown into the air. This terrific spectacle kept both sides 
for a short space of time in astonishment : the fiirks, how- 
ever, by the advice of Hassaii Bey, retreated with tlieir 
vessels into the straits, under Tschesme, upon which 
lieutenant Ougdale, with four fire-ships filled with bombs 
and red-hot balls, protected by admiral Greigh, approached 
the Turkish fleet in the night of the 2()th July, and set it 

on fire. Three nations contended for the honour of this 

» 

scheme: the Russians and the English disputed it with 
each other; and another competitor appeared in the person 
of Rau, a Hessian. The Turkish fleet, pent up in the 
narrow bay, continued to burn for five hours; but Hassan 
escaped with his ship through the midst of the enemy: 
while the conflagration of the vessels was going on, the 
magarzine at Tschesme blew up, and destroyed both the 
town and the citadel. The sailors, peasants and soldiers 
fled in the utmost disorder to Smyrna; where Kara Osman 
Oglu, a powerful chief in that country, was scarcely able 
by the utmost exerttpns of courage and authority to quiet 
the disturbance. 

The conquerors now made their appeapnee at Lemnois, 
where they remained instead of forcing a passage, as many 
thought they might have done, through the ill-defended 
straits of the Dardanelles, and dictating the tenais of peace 
at the gates of the terrified capital The garrison of the 
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citadel of Lemtios, in vain requested permission to make an 
unmolested retreat : and while the Russians were endeavour- 
ing to obtain possession of it by force, Hassan, who was 
now kapudan pacha, inflamed the zeal of three thousand 
volunteers, who unexpectedly made their appearance in 
.some wretched vessels, and set Lemnos at liberty. The 
Russian fleet afterwards remained in the harbour of Ausa, 
and in the waters of Paros. The Porte was entirely desti- 
tute of sliips; Syria and Egypt were in a state of insur- 
rection ; and though the War lasted four years longer, the 
victors of Tsehesni4 effected no settlement either in the 
Grecian islands or on the continent. 

Toward the end of this campaign, some ignorant or 
selfish Russians at Yassy, purchased some goods infected 
with the plague. The commandant of the place thought 
he displayed his courage by adopting no precautidns : the 
disorder soon raged throughout the city, and men fell dead 
in the streets. The pestilence arrived at Chotin, and in a 
short lime reduced five regiments of infantry to four hun- 
dred men : it was communicated by infected clothes to the 
grand army, which Rumjanzoff was therefore obliged to 
separate in the utmost haste. Some soldiers had already 
convoyed it to the great town of Kyow, where the physi- 
cians were either ignorant of its character, or afraid to 
mention its name : its fury therefore soon became irresist- 
ible; fugitives spread it beyond the Dnieper, and iu the 
mountains ; poor people, and even the oflScers of the po- 
lice, plundered the houses whose inhabitants had been 
destroyed by the disease ; end the remainder of the popu- 
lation was saved with difficulty by the effects of the winter, 
and the courageous arrangements adopted by major Schip- 
pow. Some woo^ received from the Ukraine in the mean- 
time infected tl^e great manufactory at Moscow, on which 
account processions were performed, which only served to 
^read the disease : all the cdmmandei's and nobles quitted 
the city, and order and authority were entirely at an end. 
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Niue hundred men fell victims daily, and numbers lay un- 
buried in the streets and houses* A merchant who repre* 
sented himself to have been cured miraculously by an image, 
gave occasion, by this means, to a most dangerous assem- 
blage of the multitude, who collected to pray to the holy 
virgin for their lives : and the effect of this practice was so' 
fatal, that the archbishop gave orders that the image should 
be removed in the night. When this circumstance came 
to the knowledge of the people, all Moscow became a scene 
of fury and insurrection, and •the^ archbishop was mur- 
dered, by blows of hammers, before the high altar in the 
monastery of Donsk, which lay without the city. All the^ 
sick, in order to enjoy the remaining moment of their lives,, 
quitted the hospitals, stormed and plundered the bishop’s 
palace, and inflamed their own rage with the contents of. 
the cellars. At this moment Jerapkin made his appearance 
at the head of the garrison : his soldiers marched over' 
corpses ; persons were infected on both sides in the scuffle,, 
and others died under strokes of the knout. The calamity: 
was at last arrested by Gregory Orloff and the cold of win- 
ter, after ninety thousand individuals had been its victims irh 
Moscow and the neighbouring villages. 

In the year 177 the entrenchments of Perecop, at the 
entrance of the Crimea, were forced in the space of four 
hours by the troops under the command of prince Dol- 
gorukoj, and the Crimea itself was taken possession of by 
the Russians, The grand vizier was defeated at Babadagb, 
and forced to retreat into Haemus ; the janissaries rose upon 
their aga, put him to death, and set fire to their camp ; 
and in consequence, of their discontent, Mussun Oglu> one 
of the best officers in the Turkish service, was appointed 
to the post of grand vizier in the room of Halil : Mussun 
conducted the fruitless congress of peace at^Fokzany. 

The Porte in the mean time was delivered from Ali Bey, 
who was born in Caucasus, and in his youth into 

Egypt; where, after having served ten years, he succeeded 
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to the power of his commander the bey of that province- 
From this time he aided the factions with his approbation, 
if he was not indeed the author of the ruin of Ebn Haman, 
his first benefactor : he became sovereign of the country, 
in much the same manner as Psammetichus two thousand 
five hundred years before, by the murder of eleven beys, 
and the banishment of an equal number; the confiscation 
of their wealth, and the distribution of their offices among 
his brother-in-law Mohammed, and other confidential 
slaves : after which he cau:§ed the pacha to be put to death. 

He concluded an alliance with Scheikli Daher the lord 
of the land of Canaan, and assisted him in the conquest of 
Sidon and the siege of Damascus. But his brother-in-law 
forsook his cause, because, impelled cither by necessity or 
avarice, he had insulted the holy cities of the moslem: 
Mohammed fled into Egypt, where the people were ill- 
disposed to the interests of Ali, because the privileges which 
he allowed to foreigners had alienated their affections- His 
soldiers deserted to the enemy ; Ismael, his sonrin-law, 
whom he advanced to an important post, abandoned him ; 
and Ali lost a decisive battle. 

He now took flight through the deserts of Palestine, and 
arrived at Rama, the abode of the prophet Samuel, where 
he found his old friend the Scheikh Daher, the conqueror 
of the Samaritans and the Druses, who, though ninety- 
three years old, ^ was still full of vigour, and surrounded by 
his nephews and grand-children. In this country he formed 
a corps of thirteen thousand men, with which he advanced 
into Egypt where Mohammed awaited him with an army 
of sixty thousand. The battle took place on *a Friday, 
which the Moslem keep as a holy day, and was contested 
with such fury, that of four hundred Greeks and Russians 
in the service of Ali, three hundred and eighty fell on the 
field of battle, and his army of thirteen thousand men was 
reduced to five huncjred: his head was sent to Constan- 
tinople. Europe had taken a more lively interest in his ad- 
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ventures, because he appeared to be elevated above national 
prejudices : but his fault consisted in* manifesting his con- 
tempt for those errors too early, and in too decided a 
manner. 

A D 1 j Russians at length crossed the Danube, 

and the janissaries gave way. Mussun Oglu, 
however, availed himself of the advantages afforded by the 
strong regions of the Haeinus; from which he made two 
descents, and compelled the Russians to abandon the siege 
of Silistria and to hasten back yj their bridges on the Da- 
nube before he should cut off* their retreat. They lost a 
great part of their artillery near Varna : and at length 
Hassaii pacha swore that not a Russian should pass the 
autumnal equinox on the Turkish side of the river. 

This commander, who was remarkable for the manly 
beauty of his person, was by birth a Persian : he had been 
kidnapped when a boy, and made the slave of a Turk, 
from whose service he freed himself by the assistance of a 
Greek, ^and escaped to Smyrna, where he entered into the 
service of the Algerines. His courage and intelligence re- 
commended him to the dey, who entrusted him with the 
command of the fortress of Constantine; in which situation 
he would probably have arrived at an inglorious old age, if 
thepialice of a faction had not obliged him to take refuge 
in Spain. The catholic king caused him to be conveyed to 
Naples, from whence he transported himself in a Danish 
sliip to Constantinople. As he was here accused by the 
Algerine aggnt, he obtained an opportunity of appearing 
before the padisha, Mustafa the Third, who was pleased 
with his Intelligence ^nd characteristic vigour, and gave 
him the command of that ship which afterwards escaped 
alone from the unfortunate affair of Tschesme. When he 
became kapudan pacha, Hassan eagerly promoted every 
useful institution in his power : he founded schools of naval 
architecture, astronomy and geography ; he patronised men 
of useful attainments, ' especially the young Mustafa, a 
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Briton of the family of the Campbells: he kept his oath to 
the padisha, by compelling the Russians to retreat across 
the Danube. 

The latter were also unsuccessful in their attempt upon 
Eubaea ; but they plundered Crete and Cyprus. The court 
of Petersburg became apprehensive of danger from Swe- 
den ; on which account the Russian fleet returned to the 
Baltic, after rather showing what might be done, than hav- 
ing really effected much in the Mediterranean. This ex- 
pedition is said to have cost thirty-two millions of sequins. 

During the same period, Pugatcheff the cossack, at the » 
head of many warlike hordes, extended his rebellious enter- ' 
prisbs, shook the throne of Catharine, and convinced a 
great number of persons that peace was become necessary 

to her empire. But Mustafa died, and left 
A. D. 177^. ^ 

the throne, not to his minor son Selim, but to 
his brother Abdulhamed : and as this change of sovereigns 
took place without any revolution in the state, and as the 
finances were in a very exhausted state, the presents which 
it was usual to make on such occasions to the jamssaries, 
were now withheld. From this time they manifested a tu- 
multuous disposition : they refused to serve any longer; the 
Asiatics returned to their own country ; the visier \vas 
abandoned by the. cavalry ; field-marshal Kumjanzoff, who 
was now able to act without controul, cut off his supplies 
and rcinfbrcenijjents, inclosed him near Schumba, .and 
obliged him, on the 21st July, to conclude the peace of 
Rutschuk Kanardschy. The mufti said to the padisha, 
Since thy people will no longer continue the war, peace 
must be made !” This intelligence arrived in the driinea as 
Hassan was engaged in a contest with Dolgorukoj. 

The Russians retained Kinburn, Jenikale, Kortsch, all 
the country between the Dnieper and the Bog, Asof, and 
Taganrok, together with the free navigation of the Euxine 
Pontus and the Hellespont : the Crimea* was severed from 
the political power of the Turkish emperor, tliough he re- 
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tallied the Caliphat. The greatest loss, however, which the 
Turks sustained, consisted in the degree in which their 
spirit and confidence was depressed. 

SECTION XIIL 

SWEDISH REVOLUTION, l77^- 

The constitution of Sweden, since the time of Charles 
the Twelfth, had been in reality an aristocracy in which 
factions were more powerful thain the laws. Zeal for the 
hew forms of liberty, and a feeling of the wounds which 
called for a healing and conciliating policy, moderated the 
evils attendant on this form of government in the begin- 
ning ; and the welfare of their common country appeared to 
be the object of all classes of the Swedes. Affairs remained, 
in this state so long as the economical plans of Cardinal 
Fleury maintained a pacific system in Europe. Twenty 
years after the death of Charles the Twelfth, the spirit of 
pai’ty began to grow more vehement and to exercise its 
pernicious influence in blinding the eyes of men to the ac- 
tual state of affairs. A rupture now took place with Russia, 
which was attended with unfortunate consequences, because 
those to whose hands the chief direction of the war was 
confijded, conducted it in a manner alike destitute of energy 
and of method. The plans adopted were alternately com- 
bined and frustrated by the jealousy of the factions ; pas- 
sion on the one hand and discouragement on the other, 
gave rise sometimes to precipitate measures and sometimes 
to an equally pernicious inactivity ; and Sweden appeared 
to be suffenng at tlje same lime under the evils of demo- 
cracy and oligarchy. 

The royalists maintained the superiority, until Russia 
demanded an assurance that Sweden should^ never adopt a 
mode of government different to the established form. From 
that time the king was more and more^reduced to the situ- 
ation of a mere spectator, while the secret of the system of 
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policy adopted was in other hands. At this period the 
boundaries of Sweden, on the side of Norway, were deter- 
mined in a very disadvantageous manner; and an unneces- 
sary war was entered into with Prussia, which Was so ill 
conducted that the court of France refused to grant any 
farther subsidies. Tlie council of state at length mediated 
a compact, by which their exhausted treasury was to receive 
twelve millions of livres in the course of a few years; but 
their opponents censured this measure as a sale of their po- 
litical independence. 

As long as the country had been governed by pacific 
counsels, and the desires of the rulers had been restrained 


A.D. n'fo. 


within the bounds of moderation, agriculture, manufac- 
tures and commercial enterprise had again flourished : but 
when the factions arose to importance, a few of their fa- 
voured partisans obtained privileges which were extremely 

A D 1761 public welfare; and the num- 

ber of manufactories, which had previously 

, arisen to eighteen thousand, were w.ithin ten 
A.D.i7fo. , 

years reduced to the halt of that number. 

The nation was discontented, and complained that the 
senate bestowed the offices in its gift on tlie slaves of the 
aristocracy instead of the friends of the public good ;*that 
that body encouraged the factious, for the fmrpose of. ren- 
dering itself Uie arbiter of their differences ; that such of 
the peasants as, like Lars Larsson, manifested an inde- 
pendent spirit, were oppressed by the nobles ; while others 
were bribed and seduced to distort the truth, in order to 
prevent justice from being done; that in the diets the 
dignified clergy oppressed the inferior members of their 
body, and the estate of citizens was entirely managed by 
four or five demagogues. The spirit of party augmented 
these defects; ^nd even upright individuals perhaps acceded 
to the wishes of their friends, instead ^of rigidly adliering 
to the welfare of thf public, and adopted a line of conduct 
with regard to affairs of state, which would have appeared 
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to them inadmissible in private life. If we judge them on 
these principles, it is difficult to say whether the severe pu* 
nishment which the council of state had formerly suffered, 

was owin^T to the errors of their administration 

A.D.1756. ® . 

or to the weakness of their party. 

The clergy were afterwards offended by the abolition of 
a tenth, which they had received ever since the period when 
they had exercised the rites of hospitality, before the esta- 
blishment of regular houses of entertainment. Severe 
sumptuary laws were enacted, and* the manner of their 
execution was frequently odious : the stipends were dimi- 
nished ; those who were perhaps unable to pay the taxes 
demanded of them, had their cattle and the implements of 
their industry taken away ; private houses were subjected to 
a search, under pretence of smuggling ; opposition was 
punished with public whipping?; and persons actuallycon- 
vict^, were condemned to the loss of honour and even of 
life. 

King ^dolphus Frederick, perceiving the voice of dis- 
satisfaction from all quarters, demanded the summoning of 
the diet ; which the council of state refused. The king 
upon this laid down the government, demanded the seals 
of office, and caused it to be notified through his son to all 
the offices, that business should no longer be transacted in 
his name. The council of state, perceiving the danger of 
violeilt commotion, ordered the generals to double the 
guards : but those officers refused to obey these orders 
issued by their sole authority. The financial department 
also refused to increase the pay of the garrison, because 
they had not received the commands of the king for that 
measure; and all the colleges were reduced to a state of 
inactivity. The governor and the magistrates of Stockholm 
now repaired to the senate, and declared ^that the third 
estate would be assembled : upon which the council of state 
was compelled to consent to the summoning of a diet ; and 
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on the ninth day of anarchy, the king resumed the reins of 
government. 

The extraordinary diet assembled at Nykoping : a secret 
deputation prepared articles of accusation : the whole coun- 
cil of state, with tlie exception of only two of its members, 
was removed and condemned -to pay the expenses incurred 
by this diet, on the ground that it refused to summon the 
assembly, had fixed upon Nykoping as the place of meet- 
, ing, and had endeavoured to exercise autliority over the 
king. The constitution *vas preserved ; but it was evident 
to every person that it was practicable to change it. 

The king died, while Gustavus the Third who was the 
hope of the nation and hatl been most carefully educated 
fVom his youth, *was on his travels. At his return, he de- 
clared that he was fully sensible of his happiness in being a 
citizen of a free country ; and that he would never consider 
the partisans of despotism as his friends. He added, that 
if he should ever be so unfortunate as to violate a consti- 
tutional law, or even a future limitation to his authority, if 
the estates of the kingdom should think fit to adopt such a 
measure ; he now absolved them beforehand from the alle- 
giance which they had sworn to his person. When they 
were taking the oath, he said, “ it is the established usage 
to do thus ; otherwise it would appear to me unnecessary. 
I consider him an unhappy king, who is obeyed only be- 
cause his subjects are compelled to submit to him.” 

A great commotion soon afterward took place in the 
fortress of Christianstadt, situated on the frontiers: the 
council of state was accused of a treacherous dereliction of 
its duty ; and the nation was called upon to ‘‘ ^ive to the 
king what belonged to the king.” Charles duke of Suder- 
mania, a brother of the king, who happened to be at Cork* 
scrona, made himself master of that important place» of 
the magazine 'and' of the arsenal, tmder pretence of cor'- 
reefing these insurgents : in his manifesto, he summoned 
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every man to his standard against the yoke of « an infetaal 
crew, whose sword was suspended over the head of every 
citizen in his house, and of every peasant in his cottage.” 
Frederick the king's third brother, armed West Gothland. 

The senate, as soon as it received intelligence of these 
movements, commissioned two of its members with full 
power to adopt all such measures as might be necessary for 
the maintenance of the constitution: and as suspicion was 
entertained respecting the dispositions of the body guard, 
the regiments of Suderniania and Upland were ordered to 
Stockholm. The king was required to recall his brothers, 
and not to absent himself. A letter from the duke of Suder- 
mania fell into the hands* of count Kalling, which left no 
doubt remaining as to the revolutionary intentions of the 
princes, or that they were acting in concert with each 
other. The senate sat during the whole night, and is said 
to have determined to secure the person of the king. On 
the following day they invited him to attend their sitting : 
he came j but his body-guard was already prepared to exe- 
cute the measures on which he had resolved. Gustavus 
began to complain that so much business was transacted 
without his knowledge; and the senate, that he withheld 
from them the public dispatches which came to his hands. 
The dispute was becoming animated, when the senate was 
suddenly surrounded on all sides and all its members made 
prisoners. The colonel of the guard had refused to exe- 
cute this measure ; and had returned his sword to the king, 
saying, ** I am also your prisoner ; but am confident that 
I shall soon be your judge.” The commandant of the place 
in vain summoned t|;ie citizens to arms on behalf of what 
he was pleased to call freedom ; they had the good sense 
not to mistake aristocratic government for liberty. The 
citizens, the garrison and the guard, were informed by 
manifestos that plans had been entertained for subjecting 
both the king and the nation to the ponder of a few nobles; 
but that the king would defend the cause of true libertyi 
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which in his estimation was the greatest good.” On the 
following day, all Stockholm, with the exception of a few 
of the chief magistrates, took an oath of adherence. 

The diet was assembled ; the house was surrounded by 
the garrison and body-guard ; and the king in his crown 
and robes, and bearing the silver hammer of Gustavus 
Adolphus in his hand, appeared among them, and made a 
speech concerning the dangers attendant on factions and the 
tyranny of the aristocrats, one of the effects of which they 
might perceive in the high price of bread. He spoke also 
of the ancient deliverers of the nation ; said that he wished 
to become a second Gustavus Vasa, that he hated arbitrary 
power, and intended to reign according to the law's. The 
new laws were read ; in which it was enacted that, in future, 
the king shall nominate the senate and shall summon and 
dismiss the diet; that he shall have the power of levying 
the ancient taxes, and in case of necessity, of appointing 
new ones : that the whole force of the kingdom, both by 
sea and land, shall be at his disposal ; that the power of 
declaring war and of concluding treaties of peace and alli- 
ance, is also placed in his hands, together with the privi- 
lege of appointing to all the offices and dignities of the 
state. On the following day, the senate was dismissed and 
corn distributed among the people. Such was the termi- 
nation of the constitution which had been established fifty- 
two years before. 


i^ECTION XIV. 

THE DISPUTE FOR THE BAVARIAN SUCCESSION. 

A FEW years after these occurrences, Maxi- 
A.D. 1777. ... T 1 ... 

milian Joseph, son of the emperor Charles the 

Seventh, and the last elector of Bavaria, died. In him that 

branch of the family of Wittelsbach, which had now 

honourably governed Bavaria during nearly five hundred 

years, became, extinct ; and left the remembrance of many 
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valiant, politic, and even beneficent princes; but not the 
reputation of a very wise government, or of a constitution 
modelled upon noble principles. 

Charles Theodore von Sulzbach, elector of the palatinate 
of the Rhine, and head of the next branch of the family 
of Witlelsbach, was entitled to the succession by a family 
compact which had been formerly concluded, and was 
agreeable to the laws of the empire : he was therefore im- 
mediately proclaimed ; and repaired without delay to Mu- 
nich. He had, however, scarcely ^irrij/ed in that city, when 
he was informed that the house of Austria had determined 
to enforce its ancient claims on lower Bavaria : and the new 
elector, conscious that he was able to oppose no successful 
resistance to the preponderating power df that dyfiasty, 
consented to a treaty by which he secured the possession of 
the remainder of his new dominions. Maria Theresa was 
still living; but Joseph possessed the chief influence in all 
state affairs of great importance: and the court of Austria, 
at his instigation, took possession of Lower Bavaria, re- 
quired an’immediate profession of fealty from the states of 
the country, and declared that tlie taxes should for the 
present remain upon the same footing as in the preceding 
year. ^ The emperor also declared the counties of Schwa- 
beck, Hohenwaldeck, Leuchtenberg, Wolfstein, Hals and 
Haag, the barony of Wiescnsteig, the jurisdiction of 
Hirschberg, and other imperial fiefs, to have become vacant 
by. the extinction of the family which had acquired them : 
and the barony of Mundelhcini in Swabia, with all that 
part of Upper Bavaria which is held as a fief of Bohemia^ 
was also pronounced to be forfeited, in the name of the 
empress-queen. A large tract of country, along the course 
of the Danube, the Inn, and the Iser, and the suburb of 
Ratisbon, where the imperial diet had Held its sittings , 
during one hundred and sixteen years, now fell to Austria. 

No farther information relative to these proceedings had 
been communicated to the relatives of the reigning family, 
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or to the estates of the country, or national representatives 
of Bavaria. The boundaries of the lordship of duke 
John, which had reverted to Lower Bavaria three hundred 
and fifty-four years before, had never been accurately as- 
certained ; so that the court of Vienna was obliged to assure 
the elector, that when it should have seized on the posses- 
sion of this territory, it would undertake the demarcation 
with justice and moderation. 

Frederick king of Prussia, however, regarded this whole 
transaction as one which produced an essential alteration in 
the balance of power; testified his astonishment that it 
should have been completed without consulting him ; and 
advised the duke of Deuxponts, who was the presumptive 
successor of the childless elector, by no means to give his 
consent to proceedings which so manifestly contradicted the 
constitutions of the empire and the treaty of Westphalia, 
without consulting the other princes of Germany, and es- 
pecially the crown of France which had^ guaranteed that 
treaty. He represented to the court of Vicnna;j that ac- 
cording to all the maxims of feudal rights, the dilFereht 
branches of a family bad an indisputable title to succeed to 
all the fiefs possessed by their common ancestor: that the 
succession of the house of WitteJsbach had been scoured 
with extraordinary precision by family compacts, which 
were, in perfect accordance with the laws of the empire, 
and by that great imperial law, the treaty of Westphalia : 
that the divisibility of an electorate was in direct opposition 
to the golden bull of Charles the Fourth, by which the ma- 
jesty of the emperor and the dignity of the electors was regu- 
lated : that it was a cause of extreme astonishnfent, that so 
important an alteration should have been effected witborft 
any consultation with the empire, which was a stipulated 
duty on the part of the emperor: and that in reality a com- 
pact which had been obtained by surprize and violence 
from a single palatine prince, could not possibly be valid, 
in prejudice to the hereditary rights of his family. Frc- 
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derick demanded that the elector should be replaced in 
possession of all tlie hereditary dominions of Maximilian 
Joseph: and he declared repeatedly, and in the most po- 
sitive manner, that as a prince of the empire, as a contract- 
ing party to the treaty of Westphalia, and as a friend of 
the Palatine family, he could not permit such an infraction 
of the laws, such a violation of the balance of power. 

,The court of Vienna, on the other hand, replied ; that 
the whole of Bavaria, before the period at which the house 
of Wittelsbach had acquired the fovureignty of that coun- 
try, had been restored to their ancestors by the dukes of 
Austria, out of pure moderation and love of peace: that 
it was reasonable to require indenin ideation for so many 
expensive wars : that the present was not a (juestion relating 
to an indivisible electorate, because Bavaria, as it was 
publicly and universally known, had acquired the electoral 
dignity by the contrivance of Maximilian, only a few gcr 
nerations previously to this time ; which dignity could be 
transferred only to his immediate descendants: that the 
wdiole country of Lower Bavaria, which from very early 
times had always been ruled by its own land-marshal, was in 
reality no essential part of the duchy of Bavaria: that the 
housa of Austria could perceive no impediment in the con- 
stitution of Germany, to the enforcement of indisputable 
rights, provided it were done with moderation and with the 
consent of those princes of the empire whose interests were 
most immediately concerned : and that it was important to 
know whether the king of Prussia was resolved to assume the 
office of arbitrator in all instances ; and whether he, whose 
aggrandisement had been the most rapid, and was attended 
with the greatest share of peril to his neighbours, intended 
to set up his arbitrary will as the law by which all the 
princes were to regulate their conduct : tha^ the emperor Si- 
gismund, who had sold the electorate of Brandenburg to 
the ancestor of the present king of Prussia, had also con- 
ferred Lower Bavaria, which happened to fall vacant 
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during his reign, on his own son-in-law, Albert of Austria : 
that the sister of the last elector of Bavaria at the same 
time transferred to her son, the elector of Saxony, all .her 
claims to the allodial possessions and acquisitions of the de- 
ceased branch, to their movable property, the revenue of 
the preceding year, and thirteen millions which had been 
expended on the Upper Palatinate : lastly, that the fa- 
mily of Mecklenburg recalled to mind the reversion of 
Leuchtenberg, and other imperial fiefs which had been 
granted by the empercR- Maximilian the First; and founded 
its claims on a number of sacrifices which it had made for 
the benefit of Germany. 

The armies of Austria and Prussia now proceeded to- 
\Yards the frontiers of Bohemia and Silesia. The king en- 
deavoured to prove that the reversion granted by the 
emperor Sigismund to his son-in-law Albert of Austria, 
was without any solid foundation, because Albert deduced 
his claim to this fief-male from his mother, who was a 
princess of Bavaria, and Sigismund himself at that very 
time had bestowed fiefs on other dukes of Bavaria. It was 
remarked that Michael von Priest, the protonotarius who 
prepared both these feudal documents, appears from history 
to have been convicted of falsification; and lastly, it was 
ascertained that duke Albert formally renounced all claims 
arising from^ this investiture. The court of Vienna ap- 
pealed to the notorious existence of the Austrian titles, to 
the recognition of these claims by the electors, and to the 
right of the latter to treat with other, courts without the 
concurrence of the duke of Deuxponts. 

The affair was in this manner conducted diplomatically 
during five months, until in the end of July 
the king advanced into Bohemia near Nachod, 
while his brother Henry marched toward another pass. 
This kingdom is accessible by thirteen different roads, the 
least frequented of which is that by way of Rumburg: and 
the Prussian general Mbllwidorf, who commanded under 
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prince Henry, tpok this latter route, which wae the 
provided with means of defence, being naturally the 
most difficult of access. This whoje campaign, in which 
Frederick and Lascy, Henry and Laudohn, displayed 
the effects of long and uninterrupted reflection and the 
practice of the Ijighest science, was a school of military 
tactics : few marches deserve to be compared with that of 
jRumburg, and few retreats with that from Lauterwasser to 
Scha^Iar. In this campaign, as in that in which Turenne 
was opposed to Montecuculi, no buttles were fought: the 
king “was not obliged to compromise the safety of an army 
which was tlie chief foundation of his power ; though on 
the other hand he exposed no weak point to the attacks of 
Lascy and Laudohn. Military science is the foundation of 
political importance, because the other sources of power 
exist only under its protection: and hence the advancement 
or decline of this art always makes an epoch in history. 
It was a grand spectacle to see the ardent emperor Joseph, 
at the head of the finest army in the world excellently pro- 
vided with artillery and arms, opposed to the hoary con- 
queror of Czaslaii, Hohenfreidbiirg, Rosbach, Leuthen, 
Torgau and Lignitz. But before the question in dispute 
could be decided by deeds of arms, Russia and France 
effected a mediation, by which the pacific empress queen 
satisfied herself with a tract of territory, containing scarcely 
forty'square miles, between the Danube, the Inn and the 
Suiza. Her army was not defeated : but her son 
a great loser by the contest, because these occurrences ex- 
cited alarm throughout all Europe. 

• The treaty was concluded at Teschen in 

A. D. 1779. i • 1-1 

Upper oilesia: and its observance was gua- 
ranteed by Russia and France. The court of Austria ac- 
quired the district of the Inn, and engaged not to oppose 
the union of the Franconian principalities of BaireuUi 
and Anspach with t^russia, on the decease of the reigning 
niargrave; and when that should happen, to renounce the 
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feudal claims which the crown of Bohemia possessed in 
those territories, in return for the renunciation of those 
which the margraves held in Austria, the greater part of 
which had subsisted for four hundred and fifty-seven years. 
Promises were made that the emperor and the empire 
should be induced to invest the elector palatine with all the 
fiefs held by the deceased branch of his family ; to in- 
demnity the dukes of Mecklenburg by an extension of 
their sovereign power over their own subjects, which is 
called de non appellafido^o the tribunals of the empire ; 
and in general to bestow approbation on the treaty. With 
respect to the Palatine family, Austria renounced all claim 
to the remainder of the possessions of the late sovereigns of 
Bavaria, and conferred the Bohemian fiefs in the Upper 
Palatinate on the new electors. The elector of Saxony 
was gratified by the acquisition of a country on his fron- 
tiers. 

SECTION XV. 

NORTH AMERICA. 

We have already seen in the affairs of Poland, the wrongs 
w'hich may be inflicted by military despotism on the most 
sacred rights of nations ; in the Turkish war, how inferior 
even a good militia is to a disciplined army ; and in the 
contest respecting the Bavarian succession, that the secu- 
rity of a moderately powerful state depends altogether on 
the solution of this question ; whether its more powerful 
neighbours can agree in dividing its territory among them- 
selves. The consideration of this state of public morality 
and of the relations of power, so destitute of consolation 
for humanity, leads us to turn our attention to the prospect 
w'hich the New ^ World holds out to the contemplation 
of mankind. ^The passions are coeval with the heart of 
man, and injustice was in former ages^combined with pre- 
ponderating power : but the modern organization of the 
great military powers awakens a double apprehension for 
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the fate of all such states as are not also powerl’ul in arms. 
Perhaps two or three governments, allured by the prospect 
of advantage to form a combination against the rest, may 
before long render their will the universal law ; or the 
armies, unwilling to remain the mere tools of despotism 
for a paltry remuneration, may advance pretensions which • 
will impose new burdens upon the people, or may entirely 
dissolve the present system of social order. Critical pe- 
riods in the history of mankind have fi-equently taken 
the most unexpected direction > atid unforeseen circum- 
stances may restrain the effects of those arms on which we 
now look with apprehension ; or may turn them even against 
that class of persons by whom they are at present directed. 
But we will now turn our attention to the origin of the 
modern republics of America, 

After the peace of the year 17^3, France paid to Great 
Britain 95,000 pounds sterling for the restored islands, and 

670.000 as a ransom for the prisoners of war: George the 
Third ejevoted his share of the captures, amounting to 

690.000 pounds, to the public funds. In a few days after- 
wards, the bank paid for the renewal of its charter 
110,000, and the East India Company engaged to pay an 
animal contribution of 400,000 from the produce of its 
conquests. The national debt was diminished by about 
ten millions in the space of twelve years and of the re- 
maining 129 millions, stated funds were assigned lor the 
payment of the interest of 124. The sources of public 
prosperity were incalculably increased by new manufactures, 
the progress of the colonies and the dominion of the sea. 
Labour rose in vajue, and became a premium for the 
increase of population, by which the numbers of those who 
had emigrated or fallen in war were soon repaired. Of 
forty-two millions of acres, which EnglaiuHs computed to 
contain, eight millions and a half yielded as much corn, in 
productive seasons, as would sirfBce foi; the maintenance of 
five millions of inhabitants during five years. All the soil 
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of the country became more productive, in j^roportion as 
greater attention was paid to accommodate the mode of 
culture to the circumstances of each particular district : the 
incredible increase of pasturage, in thirty years, doubled 
the exportation ; the ordinary annual produce of wool was 
estimated at 1,200,000 pounds sterling; and the manufac** 
tufe of this commodity quintupled its value, and gave em- 
ployment to 1,500,000 persons. In the year 1736, Ireland 
sent 450,000 ells of linen to the market of Chester; and in 
the year 177 l> almost^ nfillion ; and this was only the half 
of the produce : attention was paid in that country to u^ite 
the rivers and to keep the harbours open. The high price 
of the necessaries of life, and the unequal distribution of 
c^tain taxes, having diminished the manufactories of cloth 
in England, those of Scotland, which in the year 1720 
made only three millions of ells, in 1759 produced more 
than 10,800,000. The newly acquired province of Canada 
yidded furs to the amount of 300,000 ; and the colonies 
thus supplied the materials for the manufacture of hats. 
The iron, steel, copper, and tin works of Cornwall, gave 
employment to 400,000 persons; and the exportation of 
these articles, after supplying the home consumption, 
amounted to the annual value of 600,000 pounds. Forty 
thousand persons worked in the mines of Cornwall ; and as 
many more jn the lead, copper, and coal works in other 
parts of the kingdom : a prodigious number of families were 
supported by the manufactures of Sheffield in iron and 
steel ; the coal mines of Newcastle extended more than half 
a mile under the sea, and a thousand vessels were employed 
in conveying their produce. The herring fishery, which 
had been encouraged by a premium, annually produced , 
150,000 barrels;, the fisfieries on the banks of Newfound- 
land were carried on by the labour of 20,000 persons, and 
the produce in salt fish amounted to 400,000 pounds sto*- 
ling. The whole export tvade of England advanced from 
6,50^,o6o pounds sterling, which wiw its Amount in the 
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reigu of Atuie, to sixteen millions in the year 1775 : and at 
the latter period, the quantity of metallic specie in circu- 
lation, exclusive of the paper currency, was more than 
eighteen millions. Although the commerce witli Europe 
was neglected for that of America, yet the trade carried on 
with Germany sometimes amounted to 800,000, and never 
fell below 2 1 5,000 pounds sterling. The members of the 
East India Company consisted of 1738 English and 420 
foreigners ; the share possessed by the former amounted to 
about two millions, and that of J;he#latter class to 684,000 
pounds sterling ; and according to the balance of their ac- 
counts in the year 1771} this company possessed 220,000 
pounds in specie and 5,300,000 in goods, after discharging 
all their debts. The capital invested in the West Indies, 
consisting of estates, slaves, and buildings, was estimated 
at thirty millions; and the annual produce in sugar and 
rum was about four millions. 

The population, which according to the state in which 
we know it to have remained for the last five hundred 
years, has doubled itself, during that long period, only once 
in a hundred years, is doubled in North America within 
twenty-five years: eiglit thousand Englishmen originally 
emigrated to that country, and their descendants had al- 
ready increased to half a million. The wealth of that coun- 
try increased with equal rapidity : the export of New Eng- 
land,* at the commencement of the century, amounted to 
7*0,000 ; and seventy years afterwards, it was ecjpal to 

800.000 pounds sterling- Above 1070 ships, and about 

29.000 Englishmen were engaged in tlie trade with Ame- 
rica ; and the latter country rewarded them with the profit 
of her trade witli the West Indies, Africa, Spain, and 
Portugal. 

The constitution of the American col&nies bore the ori- 
ginal impression of liberty. The king appointed the gover- 
nor of New England ; and the whole^ body of land pro- 
prietora,elected a council of twenty ‘^ight members. Military 
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force was almost unnecessary ; for the isthmus^ and the 
islands which cover the entrances of the harbours, afforded 
natural defences. In Rhode Island, the governor and -his 
ileputy, as well as the council, were elected by the people ; 
and in all criminal cases, except those of high treason, 
murder, and piiacy, they also exercised the privilege of 
pardon. In tlio midst of beautiful gardens, under a mild 
climate, and in it healthy atmosphere, arose Philadelphia, 
the establishment of the virtuous Penn : the inhabitants of 
the city were supported by. the produce of the neighbouring 
country, and enriched themselves by their industry ; their 
manners now began to suffer from the effect of prosperity ; 
the affection which had been hitherto testified for the family 
of Penn, was in a great measure lost ; and some symptoms 
of confusion began to appear in the interior of the country. 
The administration of Maryland belonged to the descend- 
ants of its founder, lord Baltimore; and was conducted by 
its governor, with the assistance of a council of twelve, and 
of the deputies" of tlie districts. Religion was every where 
free from restraint; agriculture was held in honour; and 
peace and order were protected against the attempts of 
parties, and wild and lawless men. Evciy colony cultivated 
in security that species of production whicli it found most 
suitable to its soil and climate : New England produced 
wheAt, Turkish corn, rice, and barley; this colony con- 
tained noble tracts of pasturage ; and 6*,000 fishermen 
gained an annual income of more than 322,000 pounds 
sterling. The healthy colony of Rhode Island produced 
Turkish corn in great abundance. Nova Scotia, the cir- 
cumstances of which were less favourable, becatise its ad- 
ministration was military, enriched itself by its coal mines. 
On the other hand, New York was situated in a beautiful 
district, and rose to great importance: 188 ships and 425 
sloops sailed from this port; and the banks of the East 
River were adorned^ with the residences of superfluity and 
pleasure. New Jersey was almost a garden. Maryland 
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produced 30,000,000 lbs. of tobacco, and Virginia could 
deliver 50,000,000. The romantic banks of the Shenando 
were cultivated by industrious Germans. Farther toward 
the south, the sun darted his scorching rays on immeasur- 
able tracts of sand : North Carolina, however, rose lo pro- 
sperity. South Carolina, the cherished object of solicitude 
to Coligny, Shaftesbury, and Locke, no longer stood in 
fear of Attakullakulla, whose people were now entirely sub- 
dued ; or of the Shaktaws and Creeks, whose numbers were 
rapidly diminishing ; this colony, i» which the cultivation 
of the vine and of silk succeeded as well as in Italy, was 
second to none in value. At a still greater distance, where 
Savannah, situated between sand and forest, endures a 
degree of heat as great as that of Africa, Georgia was now 
rising to importance. In Florida, only the first beginnings 
of cultivation were visible in a few spots. 

North America, under the protection of Britain, stood 
in fear of no foreign enemy; and the consciousness of her 
native strength was already too great to permit her to feel 
much apprehension even of her mother country. The 
country itself, its extent and its climate, were the protection 
of the Americans. The nation, like the country which it 
inhabited, appeared to be in the full vigour of youth ; ar- 
dent, independent, and capable of astonishing exertions 
when roused by the stimulus of the passions. 

The peace of 17^3 left the nations of Europe under the 
pressure of an enormous taxation : the reduction of the 
armies at the same time dispersed a number of men unfit 
for the employments of honest industry, many of whom, in 
various cotintries, swelled the catalogue of crimes; while 
others sought their livelihood on the Ural and the Volga, 
ill the coloTiies of Russia : but America became the chief 
receptacle for the superfluous population of Europe. In 
addition to these circumstances, the booty procured in war, 
the treasures of tlie East Indies, the rapid accumulation of 
fortunes from the sugar plantations, and a thousand won- 
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derful instances of successful enterprise and good fortune, 
had multiplied the wants of life, and the caprices of luxury 
in Great Britain had increased in an incredible degree. The 
number of profitable offices had been exceedingly increased 
by the conquests made in war, and by the policy of the 
court; and as the desire for such places could only be gra- 
tified at the pleasure of the king, a much larger proportion 
than formerly of the landed proprietors devoted themselves 
to a city life, and to attendance on the court : they com- 
mitted their estates tke care of their stewards; and as 
they enlarged their expenses, and involved themselves in 
debt, they were reduced to the necessity of raising their 
rents. The oppressed people were soon driven to utter 
despair, while their superiors were deaf to their complaints. 
The court at the same time was obstinately bent on pur- 
suing its resolution to deprive the mountaineers of Scotland 
of their ancient customs and dress; and in Ireland the 
public tranquillity was disturbed by the excesses of the 
** White Boys,” Hearts of Oak,” and Men of Steel.” 
In consequence of all these circumstances, upwards of 
twenty thousand Irishmen in a short time transported them- 
selves to America, and many thousands from the moun- 
tains of Rosshire, from Glengary, Sutherland, Skye, ’and 
from all the Hebrides, also sought an asylum where they 
might perpetuate the customs of their ancestors in the 
western world. This multitude of recent emigrants to 
America, adopted a mode of life agrec?able to nature and 
to the principles of primitive equality. 

Great Britain,' which already governed with one arm the 
banks of the Ohio, and with the other those of the ancient 
Ganges, dispatched Cook and Mulgrave in search of new 
objects of dominion : this empire, whose foundations were 
laid in freedan;i, which was great in arms, and still more 
celebrated for its civil institutions, the pbject of universal 
admiration, and of the envy of the most powerful nations, 
appeared to many to be almost exempt from the ordinary 
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causes of tliB decay of nations. Yet this empire was in a 
few years reduced so low, that it continued to excite admi- 
ration only by its constancy under misfortune; like the 
great Caesar, who, when he discovered Brutus among hU 
assassins, covered himself with his mantle that he might 
fall with decency. The power of Great Britain dissolved 
itself; nations sprung from her own bosom and nursed 
in the cradle of freedom, disdained for that very reason to 
obey her tyrannical commands. 

Although the British people ^e«e discontented with the 
terms of the peace, though the Fn nch were expelled from 
the continent of America, and the disorderly court of Lewis 
the Fifteenth could not be an object of apprehension, the 
English government establisbetl a permanent military force 
in America, under the orders of a commander-in-chief. 
This arniy supported the executive jwoTcer, which had re*- 
doced the judges to a state of dependence on itself by means 
of their salaries, and on that account appeared to the 
friends of freedom to possess more than the influence to 
which it was entitled by the constitution. If we reflect for 
a moment upon the vanity of men, and consider how few 
individuals, even under free governments, know how to 
combine the dignity of important stations with the neces* 
sary attention to popularity, we shall readily conceive 
that many of the American governors became disagreeable 
to the people, and were, justly or unjustly, considered as 
arbitrary. The ministers themselves, perhaps because they 
were fearful of betraying any degree of apprehension, ap- 
peared to pay but little attention to the representations of 
the Americans, and replied to them either not at all, or 
with severity; and about this time party leaders arose 
among that people, who excited, in the minds of their 
countrymen, the deepest resentment of the haughtiness of 
the English government. 

Under these circumstances, the ministry attempted to de- 
prive the Americans of their commerce with the French and 
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Spanish colonies, by the profits of which the British colo- 
nists were chiefly enabled to pay for the manufactures of the 
mother country. They now adopted the resolution of ac- 
customing themselves, as much as possible, to do without 
the commodities of England ; and during this period of 
dissatisfaction the stamp-tax was introduced among them 
by the parliament of England, by which measure, as they 
alleged, that assembly disposed of the property of a great 
people who were not represented in it, and over whom it 
had no right whatevei'^c the colonies were founded at the 
expense of the colonists, while the advantages arising from 
their preservation had been shared by England in common 
with themselves. The epoch of the decline of the British 
dominion in this country, like that of the destruction of 
the Stuart dynasty at home, was the moment when the na- 
ture and origin of the right of government became the sub- 
ject of investigation. The Americans were driven, by the 
imprudence of their adversaries, from a timid opposition 
to particular proceedings, to the declaration of their inde- 
pendence. 

They refused to submit to the stamp-act, alleging that 
the territory which was under their own regulations, de- 
fended by twenty thousand of their own troops, and suf- 
ficiently productive of taxes to defray the expenses of that 
force, belonged of right to them, and that they would suffer 
no arbitrary taxes to be imposed on it. The colony of 
Massachussets Bay, one of the most important of the whole 
number, and in which the spirit of republicanism was espe- 
cially prevalent, encouraged all the rest by its example. 
The Americans assembled a general congress, and the shjps 
in their harbours exhibited the tokens of mourning and of 
indignation. Amidst all these proceedings, the leaders, 
who were anxious that no immoderate or overstrained 
measures should be adopted, carefully withheld the people 
from all excesses : and their writings were composed in the 
language of the weaker against the powerful, but at the same 
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time in that of -united and resolute men. The hour of final 
separation, however, was not yet come; and the English 
parliament at length rescinded the stamp-act by a majority 
of votes. America appointed this day as an annual festival ; 
the clothes which had been manufactured in the colonies 
were distributed among the poor, and all the people of pro- 
perty appeared in garments of English manufacture. 

But the ministry performed neither justice nor injustice 
effectually : they were driven to the former evidently by 
compulsion, and they committed^ th# latter without energy. 
Boston had, of its own accord, offered compensation to those 
who suffered in the late disturbances ; but the ministers de- 
manded that as a duty, which they were inclined to perform 
spontaneously. The community was thus excited to suspi- 
cion respecting the official reports of the governor’s council, 
and took the first opportunity of electing other individuals. 
The governor reprimanded them for this exercise of their 
elective privilege; and they, in turn, drew up a represent- 
ation of the case, and sent it to the king. This document 
could not be signed by the governor, as it was usual on such 
occasions, because it was directed against his own proceed- 
ings : this informality gave the king a pretence for refusing 
to receive it; and the governor henceforth discontinued the 
holtjing of these assemblies. About this time a reinforce- 
ment of troops was sent to America ; and all New England 
was anxious that the commons should be assembled. 

‘ In the moment. of this ferment, the English parliament 
imposed a duty on tea, for the purpose of relieving the East 
India Company of a tax of 25 per cent., in order to enable 
the compsfny to sell that article as cheaply as the Dutch. 
This occurrence manifested that the English governipient, 
when it allowed the stamp-act to be repealed, by no means 
intended to abandon its pretension of a right to tax the co- 
lonies. The Americans were extremely* enraged,' and 
refused to pay the duty : it was natural that the popular 
leaders should avail themselves of the circumstances of the 
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times, for the promotion of their own designs ; but the im- 
prudent conduct of the English ministry was their best 
ally. 

. Under these circumstances, some young men of Boston, 
disguised like Mohawk Indiana, threw three cargo ‘s of tea 
into the sea, in the presence of the governor, the council, 
the garrison, and under the cannon of Fort William Henry, 
without resistance. 

Proceedings such as these were matter of rejoicing to the 
ministerial party, whe^ tli^mght they afforded a favourable 
pretext for effecting the complete subjection of the colonies : 
and many, even of the friends of liberty in England, 
thought it utterly improbable that America would be able 
effectually to resist the power of the mother country. When 
the ministers were warned that the colonies would make 
ccHumon cause against them, they replied, that in that case 
the colonies would only have to ascribe their misfortunes 
to their own imprudence : but despised enemies are dan- 
gerous. 

The parliament, on the pi'incipleof affording the neces- 
sary protection and indemnification to commercial rights, 
suspended the privileges of the harbour of Boston ; ad- 
judged the inhabitants to make compensation for the pro- 
perty destroyed ; revoked die original charter of the poo- 
stitution of I^assachussets Bay ; and, since a resolution of 
the council was necessary to enable the governor to emfdoy 
the military force, the election of that body was taken from 
tbe community and given to him. He at the same time 
received orders with regard to such persons as should be 
obnoxious to the displeasure of colonial authorities on ac- 
cmiiit of their attachment to the government of the mother 
country, to «end their causes to England for adjudication. 
In order to keep tfie Americans more effectually in check, 
the boundaries of the newly-acquired province of Cambda 
vmre extendi behind the odier colonies ; the counml 
df tlMt province, vdiich wns nominated by the king, and 
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hal£ tlie membei^s of which were catholics, was provided 
with more extensive powers ; and the civil jurisprudence of 
the. despotic government of France was established as the 
law of all the inhabitants of the province, not exceptiug 
those of English birth; while, on the other hand, the 
milder criminal code of England was introduced even with 
regard to the native Canadians. 

It was in the meantime resolved in the general congress 
of America, that the parliament of Great Britain had the 
right of enacting general laws,^an^ the king that of re- 
fusing to confirm the provincial statutes : but that id all 
matters relating to property, none but tlie owners, or their 
representatives, had any power whatever to legislate. With 
these moderate resolutions, they united measures of de- 
fence; and it was agreed that the cultivation of tobacco 
should be exchanged for that of the articles necessary for 
food and clothing : obedience to the royal governors was 
disallowed; and those gentlemen saved themselves by a 
precipitate flight. Representations were still continually 
made to^hc mother country; but these documents were re- 
jected by the parliament, because they were signed by order 
of the congress. New York endeavoured to obtain the'ho- 
noui* of effecting a reconciliation ; but her memorial was re- 
jected on account of its title. The parliament declared, that 
in pursuance of the fundamental law of 1689, only the lords 
and commons in parliament assembled, and no other body 
in the British enip/re, had the right of making any regu- 
lations with regard to taxes. 

It would have been possible to have given to the Britidi 
empire a constitution, in which its provinces should be ad- 
mitted to their reasonable share of influence ; in which case, 
the freedom and power of the stale would have been coa- 
finxied on new foundations, and Great Britain would atiU 
have continued to be the head of the eiApire, until tike 
maturity of the NeV WorlcLshould at length have rendered 
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it necessary to transport the seat of supreme power across 
the Atlantic. 

During all these occurrences, the English minister, of 
state, lord North, seemed to have as little apprehension of 
interference on the part of the house of Bourbon, as if the 
court of Versailles had been utterly inaccessible to the sug-^ 
gestions of jealousy or revenge ; or as if the cause of a go- 
vernment against its subjects, was invariably considered as 
the cause of all governments. He at the same time com- 
pelled the Americans Jo withdraw from the dominion of 
Britain, by abolishing all commerce with them ; by >'X- 
cluding them from the fishery of Newfoundland ; by ex- 
tending a correctional law to all the states which had sent 
deputies to the congress ; and finally by declaring their 
ships to be lawful prizes for the freebooters of England. 

A skirmish with a body of troops whom general Gage 
had ordered to take possession of the magazine at Lexing- 
ton, was the commencement of open war, and Gage pro- 
claimed martial law. The beginning of the contest was 
animated : the Americans resolved to engage Canada in 
their cause, either by persuasion or force ; and their general 
Montgomery fell before Quebec; wliile on the other hand, 
the English laid siege to Boston, and burned Charlestgwii. 
At this moment, since the existence of their country was 
now at stak^ the Americans gave consistency to their cause 
by the adoption of a regular form of constitution. .The 
latter indeed underwent many alteration^, not only from tlie 
action and re-action of the parties, but because it was ne- 
cessary on one hand to give an extremely popular form of 
government to a people which was summoned to face death 
in the cause of liberty ; and on the other, because it was im- 
possible to submit such measures as appeared necessary in 
a period of publiiJ danger^ to the approbation of the mul- 
titude. With regard to the main point, the same princi- 
ples were every where predominant : thfi various republican 
.states were distinguished by slight shades of difference with 
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regard to form ; but all endeavoured to excite the powers 
of the people by enthusiasm, and to direct their exertions 
by the mature deliberations of the congress. 

Great Britain concluded subsidiary treaties with the 
landgrave of Hesse Cassel, the duke of Brunswick, the 
princes of Anhalt and Waldeck and the margrave of 
Anspach, for a certain number of their troops. Such trea- 
ties were by no means unusual : but the present moment 
was remarkable from the remoteness of the theatre of war, 
and especially from the natural love of freedom which in- 
terested the virtuous individuals of all countries in the 
cause of the Americans. Many awaited the result of the 
contest in anxious expectation, fearful lest these regular 
troops should be found to possess an overwhelming supe- 
riority over a mere militia : but America fought for the 
Americans ; and it w as proved that none but the greatest 
commanders, full of courage, accustomed to victory and en- 
gaged in a popular war, are able to make any decisive use 
of the highest species of tactics. The war in America was 
conducted in such a manner, as to induce many to suppose 
that the English commanders protracted the contest fi om 
selfish motives ; others, that the spirit of party rendered 
theni incapable of vigorously prosecuting a war, w liich was 
knovfn to be rather a ministerial than a popular quarrel : 
which some ascribed its protraction to the talents of Wash- 
ington and to tlie national power of America; and ad- 
duced instances from history to prove that every great na- 
tion had acquired its freedom, as soon as it despaired of 
obtaining happiness by other means. 

After the unfortunate expedition of the English against 
Carolina and the raising of the siege of Boston, all the 
colonies of North America united themselves in a general 
confederation for the preservation of their independence. 
On the news of this occurrence, the French court, con- 
formably to its usual policy of supporting the weaker party 
in all their contests against the power of its rivals, re- 
volt m. A A 
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solved openly to adopt the cause of the Americans which 
it had hitherto only favoured in secret, and to deliver the 
navigation arid commerce of the world from the prepond- 
erance, or rather from the absolute control of the British 
nation. But a far more wonderful spectacle was displayed 
by the king of Spain; who although the sovereign and op- 
pressor of South America, joined his arms to those of 
France for the establishment of a free state in the north- 
ern division of that continent. 

Tliis war undermined the resources of the European 
courts : it doubled the already exorbitant debt of Britain ; 
it cost the court of Versailles more than nine hundred mil- 
lions of livres ; while the people became accustomed to the 
ideas of freedom, and discovered the important secret, 
that unpopular government is in itself insecure. 

The war was conducted for a time without any very re- 
markable occurrences : the house of Bourbon was satisfied 
with keeping the enemy of its new ally in a state of inac« 
tivity ; it was apprehensive of the caprices of fortune, and 
could not fail to recollect the former fame of the British 
arms. The circumspect Washington sought only the 
durable reputation of attaining bis object, and never suf- 
fered himself to be seduced by the hope of a splendid 
achievement to risk any solid advantage. At length, an 
army compWd of English and Germans, was surrounded 
and made prisoners at Saratoga by the despised, militia of 
the New World. 

After this misfortune, the British parliament manifested 
a degree of fortitude worthy of the sublime ex^ple which 
the Romans displayed after the defeat at Cannae : and if 
the military system of our times had not become widely 
different from that of antiquity, especially in this respect, 
that the state, of the finances is now of as much import- 
ance as the talents of statesmen or the .heroism of the com- 
batants, this contest might, after all, in its result have 
I'csembled that of the Romans with Hannibal and Carthage.^ 
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But after Elliot had displayed what the spirit and talents of 
the Britons are capable of achieving in the art of defence; 
and Rodney had proved that in the day of battle this nation 
is still worthy of the fame of their fathers; the English 

A D 1783 wisely in preferring to acknowledge the 

independence of America, rather than en- 
tirely exhaust the resources of their state in a contest in 
which there was nothing to gain. 

These occurrences are yet fresh in our memory; and 
their consequences are already perdbptible in a variety of 
respects. The exhaustion of the powers engaged in the 
American war decided the superiority of other states : the 
Porte, which next to Switzerland was the most ancient 
ally of France, could expect no effectual assistance from 
that power against the Russians ; and Joseph now arbi- 
trarily annihilated the barrier-compact and other stipula- 
tions of the peace of Utrecht. A blaze of freedom burst 
forth beyond the ocean, which produced an electrical effect 
on the wfst of Europe, and exerted an attractive influence 
on all those who wished to secure to their descendants the 
enjoyment of the rights of man and of secure prosperity. 
Many persons, either incommoded by the social institutions 
of crur quarter of the globe, or persecuted by misfortune^ 
or endowed with the spirit of enterprise and ambitious of 
discovering new sources of opulence, turned their longing 
eyes to the western hemisphere. The following short de- 
lineation" of the situation of Europe will show that these 
views were not unreasonable. 
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BOOK XXIV. 

SITUATION OF EUROPE IN THE YEAR 1783. 


SEGTION I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The maritime powers may be properly divided into two 
classes : that of the house of Bourbon in France, Spaing 
and both the Sicilies ; and the Protestant interest, as it is 
called^ comprising Great Britain and Holland : the armed 
maritime neutrality forms an intermediate class. The prin- 
cipal strength of Russia, however, consists in her land forces f 
nor does any other monarchy, except the above mentioned, 
consider the ocean as the principal foundation of its power. 

Among the territorial powers which are able to maintain 
the political system of Europe in equipoise, or to menace 
its security, the first place, on account of the strength'and 
excellence of their armies, belongs to the imperial courts, to 
France and '‘Prussia : nothing but transcendent personal 
qualities, such as those of a Gustarus Adolphus, is capa- 
ble of placing any of the inferior stated, even temporarily, 
on a footing of equality with these potentates. 

The Ottoman padisha is the most powerful monarch of 
the barbarians : Persia and Hindostan are in a state of 
anarchy ; China remains as heretofore, separated from the 
rest of the world^ and is an object of less interest to the 
powers of Europe than the sheriff of Morocco, and the 
communities on the north coast of Afrija. 

Among the smaller states, Sardinia and Switzerland will 
be most conveniently surveyed after the dominions of the 
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house of Bourbon : France alone can promote the designs 
of tlie court of Turin with regard to Lombardy; and 
Switzerland has lately renewed her connection with that 
monarchy, by an alliance for fifty years. Scandinavia, the 
empire of the Germans, Poland and the Italian states, 
will successively present themselves to our consideration 
after the preponderant land powers: their friendship and 
hostility, their duration and decline, are Inghly important 
with respect to the balance of power in Europe. 

SECTION II. 

CONS';riTUTION OF FRANCE. 

France alone, in consequence of her extent and situ- 
ation, her soil, population and national character, would 
be able, if her immense resources were rendered available 
and efficient by a rational and consistent system of policy, 
to give laws to the other powers, and to keep the nations of 
Europe qnited among themselves. 

The government of France did not ac<]uire its despotic 
character, like that of Spain, by the destruction of the 
national spirit; but by means of a connected chain of re- 
fined maxims of state : and hence public opinion still con- 
tinues to be its foundation and the rule of its policy. The 
government would be compelled to pay a still closer atten-^ 
tion to the public voice, if it were not for the levity of the 
national character. • The kings of France, in order to ob- 
tain an authority free from constitutional restraints, have 
been under the necessity of allowing many important pri- 
vileges to the nobilUy, and great freedom of speech to the 
people. Intellectual and moral superiority produce more 
powerful effects in this kingdom than compulsory measures 
in other states ; and if it were not for the lettres^de-cachetf 
an exercise of authority which was first permitted in the 
latter days of Lewis the Fourteenth ; if the taxes were so dis- 
tributed as to press with less inequality upon the peasants} 
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and if the virtues and intellectual acquirements of the mid- 
dle classes were allowed to raise their possessors to a de- 
gree of importance somewhat corresponding with that 
which is conferred on the nobles by their privileges ; this 
kingdom would perhaps be the best existing specimen of 
the monarchical form of government. 

The origin of the great council and of the council of 
state, has already been shown in the preceding books; a 
council of despatches was also established for the manage- 
ment of urgent busiitessr requiring rapid execution, to 
which provincial affairs and important civil causes were af- 
terwards confided. 

The civil law consisted of the Roman code, more than 
two hundred and eighty customary rights, and the royal 
ordinances: the number and diversity of the precepts, 
which afforded but too profitable a field for the artifices of 
the advocates, formed an useful bulwark to civil freedom 
against the despotism of arbitrary power : the latter indeed 
was every where opposed by obstacles, and was obliged to 
clear its way through the ruins of a hundred legislations. 
The spirit of the French laws was perceptible in the civil 
and criminal ordinances, which were productions of the 
better part of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, and in 
thocodemichaut^ compiled in the days of Richelieu; thgugh 
the latter was an unauthorized work. 

From the lowest class of tribunals, those of the provosts, 
castellans and mayors, the judicial causes were transferred 
to the bailiff, seneschal, or presidency; and appeals were 
decided by one or other of the fourteen superior courts, or 
emr^ souveraines. 

The parliament of Paris, the constitution of which, with 
very little variation, resembled that of all the rest, con- 
sisted of the greai chamber, the chamber of inquests, and 
that of request's. The chief president was at the head of 
the great chamber: and an important and highly bene- 
ficial iofluence was frequently exercised by this office, from 
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the senatorial gravity, the ancient learning, the acuteness, 
and dignity of its possessors. Under this chief ofRcer were 
nine presidents, distinguished by the antique form of their 
hats ; twenty-five temporal, and half that number of eccle- 
siastical counsellors ; three adrainistrators-general; the pro- 
curator-general ; a number of writers, receivers of penalties, 
executors of the consignations, commissaries of real attach- 
ments, king’s servants, and bailiffs. The chamber of in- 
quests consisted of three divisions ; each of which had three 
presidents and about thirty coqnsallors. The chamber of 
requests was divided into two bodies, each of which had 
also its three presidents and twenty-two counsellors, writers, 
two treasurers for the distribution of the salaries and three 
examiners of accounts. The youngest five presidents d 
tnortier, with two counsellors of the great chamber and 
four of the chamber of requests, constituted the tournelle 
or criminal tribunal. The chancery consisted of the chan- 
cellor, twenty-eight counsellors, all the masters of requests, 
a number of royal secretaries and the treasurers of the seal 
office and golden mark. These institutions were frequently 
subjected to alterations ivith respect to individual points : 
the various privileges were exercised in a more or less com- 
prehensive manner, according to the particular circum- 
stances of each period ; and in moments of state-necessity 
new offices were created. 

The parliament was the king’s tribunal ; it could not pos- 
'sibly be the repr^entative of the states-general, because it 
had existed at the same time with that ancient assembly ; 
but since the sittings of that body had been discontinued, 
and even*in the preceding period during which it had been 
summoned but seldom, this permanent college, the office 
of which was to verify and record the edicts, had been 
the organ of the public voice in opposition to the abuses of 
power: public opinion consigned this privilege to the par- 
liament, and the exigencies of the times imparted authority. 

The parliament of Paris, according' to the spirit in which 
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it was instituted, was the tribunal of the royal peers, who 
sat in that assembly with the king. 

The judicial constitution of the conquered countries was 
arranged upon a similar plan : Tranche Comte was provided 
with a parliament, which held its sittings at Besan 9 on ; and 
the supreme tribunal of Alsace, the seat of which was at En- 
sisheim, was transformed into the high council of Colmar, 
which possessed the privileges of a parliament, and a similar 
arrangement of the offices. The three bishoprics of Metz, 
Toul, and Verdun had^been transferred to Spires, and the 
dukes of Lorraine maintained a high council : instead of the 
former, Richelieu established a parliament at Metz, which, 
after the incorporation of Lorraine, was transferred to Nancy. 
A parliament was erected for French Flanders; first at 
Tournay, and afterwards at Douay. A high council for 
the territory of Rousillon existed at Perpignan. 

All the supreme courts had endeavoured, by means of letters 
of union, to form themselves into a connected body, for the 
purpose of establishing fixed principles of action : and al- 
though the parliament of Paris was regarded as the’head of 
the whole corps, she acknowledged their equality with her- 
selfi and wished that they should be regarded as subdivisions 
of the representative national assembly or states-generiil . 
and in periods of calamity, when the court was under the 
necessity of ^eating the nation with forbearance, the par- 
liament endeavoured to establish these as well as still more 
important claims. 

After the peace of 1763, the parliament of Rouen re- 
fused to register the regulation established by the king him- 
self in the parliament of Paris, concerning the cmitinuance 
of the double capitation tax, and of the triple impost of 
the twentieth. Normandy,” said they, will pay no- 
thing that her states have not enacted.” Malesherbes, who 
presided over the cow' des aides with the virtue of a Cato 
and the graces of an Atticus, under the reign of Lewis the 
Fifteenth, proposed, ^in right of his office as president of 

12 
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that body, to convoke that dreaded investigator of abused 
authority, the states-gcneral. 

Lewis the Fifteenth, either unacquainted with the force 
of public opinion or vainly imagining that it might be con- 
trolled, commanded the provincial governors to cause the 
edict which he had promulgated to be forcibly registered ; 
and at the same time forbade the combination into which 
the. parliaments had entered, and which in reality was not a 
legal proceeding. In thus endeavouring to deprive the na- 
tion of the organ of its voice, he# displayed the long-con- 
cealed mischiefs of despotism : he regarded the parliaments 
rather with respect to their judicial proceedings than to the 
political necessity of their existence ; dissolved that of Brit- 
tany, banished its counsellors, and, among them, the dis- 
tinguished senator Caradene de la Chalotais; supplied its 
place by a commission of sixty members, who were not 
possessed of the public confidence; and continuing the 
same line of conduct, cashiered the parliament of Bearn. 
That of Normandy reminded him of his coronation oath : 
the court replied, that the king was responsible to none 
but God — It forgot that the public voice is sometimes 
the voice of God. 

These imprudent measures gave occasion to the renewal 
of tfip perilous distinction formerly made by the great Har- 
lay, between those rights of which the king may dispose at 
his own pleasure, and the laws of the state in virtue of which 
he holds his station.* The parliament of Toulouse raised its 
voice against the predominancy of the royal council. A 
famine ensued : this general calamity was ascribed to the 
improvidence of the government; and the parliament 
rendered itself popular by prohibiting the exportation of 
produce, until France should be provided with a year’s 
consumption. Sixty persons, princes, peers and counsellors 
of parliament, ventured, on the proposal of the procu- 
reur-general of Paris and Rennes, to .condemn the duke 
d’Aiguillon, the persecutor of Chalotais and governor of the 
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province. The court interrupted this proceeding, and for^ 
bode the princes to take their seats at such sittings of the 
parliament : but the prince of Conti appealed from • this 
prohibition to his rights : the parliament of Paris protested ; 
those of Toulouse and Bourdeaux declared the duke d’Ai- 
guiilon to have forfeited his peerage until he should justify 
himself ; his memorials were burned at Bourdeaux by the 
hands of the public executioner ; and the open letters of the 
king, in opposition to these proceedings, were rejected. 

The king now repaired to Paris : the palace of the par- 
liament was surrounded with soldiers ; the monarch made 
his appearance in that assembly, and demanded that all the 
resolutions and proceedings against the duke d’Aiguillon 
should be annihilated in his presence. Silence was com- 
manded : the king declared the combination of the parlia- 
ments to be null and treasonable, and ordered the president 
to dissolve every sitting in which that subject should be 
mentioned. The parliament at its next sitting resolved, 
that the exercise of arbitrary power menaces the^spirit and 
letter of the French constitution, and is an infringement 
on the king’s oath ; and that the parliament will not desist 
from addressing the throne in the language of truth. The 
same scene was displayed on both sides in the provinces : 
the famine increased ; the popular discontent became.more 
vehement ; lind at length the duke de Choiscul was deprived 
of his office in the ministry. 

The chancellor Maupeou, who had formerly been pfe- 

sident of the parliament, undertook to subdue 
A.D. 1771. , . ... 

this opposition by a proceeding entirely new. 

In the night of the 19th January, a party of musketeers 
took all the members of the parliament into custody, with 
the exception of forty, by the authority of lettres-de~cachet 
and on the fbllovving morning the remaining forty members 
joined the first president in a protest a^^ainst this tyrannical 
exercise of power. Tlie victims displayed a constancy 
ivorthy of Roman senators : the voice of the nation was ex- 
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pressed with such boldness on their behalf, that the great 
council which had assumed the powers of the suspended 
tribunal, was surrounded by a body of soldiers for its pro- 
tection. All the princes of the blood, many of the peers 
and all the provincial parliaments, protested against this 
proceeding; and that of Rouen declared Maupeou’s new 
parliament to be a crew of perjured enemies to the com- 
monwealth.” The chancellor involved all the other parlia- 
ments in the ruin of that of Paris, promised that justice 
should henceforward be adminislereid gratuitously, and re- 
presented the factious spirit of the suspended colleges : but 
his efforts were all vain ; for every individual in France 
considered those bodies as the defenders of the people and 
the guardians of the laws. Virtue under persecution was 
an interesting object. 

_ The voice of the nation was so decided, 

A. D. 1774 . 

that Lewis the Sixteenth, who was always de- 
sirous of governing in a manner agreeable to the wishes of 
his peopje, began his administration with the restoration of 
the parliaments. The court, however, rejected their pre- 
tension to be considered as subdivisions of the states-ge- 
neral ; and forbade them, except in certain specific cases, 
to communicate to each other their resolutions or repro 
sentations ; to impede the business of the offices, without 
the consent of the first president, who in that case look the 
responsibility upon himself; to enter into any combination 
for the mutual abandonment of their offices ; or to delay 
the registration of the royal edicts for a longer space of 
time than one month. ^ 

The tolal capital value of the whole number of places 
under the government of France, was estimated at 
663,000,000 of livres : one-eightietli of the salaries was 
paid to the state as a capitation tax ; the tenth penny was 
reserved ; the hundredth, or the pardette^ was paid as a 
duty on the continuance of an office, in the same family; 
and when a place was sold, one-sixtieth of the purchase- 
money was forfeited to the state. So powerful was the 
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influence of public opinion, that the administration of jus- 
tice, notwithstanding these deductions from the profits of 
the offices, was incorruptible. 

The revenues of the crown, at the death of Mazarin, 
amounted to 150,000,000: after the early wars of Lewis 
the Fourteenth, and the administration of Colbert, the 
revenue amounted to 260,686,000 ; the debts of the state 
to 306,000,000; and the annual deficit to 17 , 000 , 000 . Up 
to the period of the treaty of Utrecht, 1,100,000,000 bad 
been borrowed from die ^th penny of the fixed annuities, 
and the interest of this sum secured upon the produce of 
the taxes on land, liquors and salt; and 700,000,(500 
upon the ecclesiastical estates and the territories of the 
notables. The state debt incurred by Lewis the Great 
amounted to more than .2,000,000,000 ; and was afterwards 
reduced by the bankruptcy, which has been dignified with 
the name ofsystemy to 340,000,000 ; at that period, the reve- 
nue amounted to 196,000,000 and the deficit to 16,000,000. 
Under the administration of Fleury, and after his time, the 
system pursued amidst these financial alternations was some- 
times parsimonious and sometimes prodigal ; until towards 
the end of the reign of Lewis the Fifteenth the popular 
discontent became universal, and the progress of ruin now 
appeared irresistible. , 

The principal sources of the public revenue were eight 
in number. ' The crown lands were for the greater part 
already alienated; but such land-owners as were not of 
noble rank, paid a rent for their estates when they formed 
a part of these domains : the impost denominated /es lods 
was reckoned under this head : foreigners, ynm&rried per- 
sons, and all those who died without natural heirs or with- 
out having made a final testamentary disposition of their 
property, were subjected to the droit d^aubaine : a double 

* “ The administration of justice in France Whs pure where impurity 
would have been dangerous to the fingers that dabbled in it,— impure, 
where it was safe.** Jeremy Bentbam. 
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tax was imposed upon the sale of noble fiefs : and another 
duty was payable on taking possession of such estates, or 
as an acknowledgment of their feudal tenure ; a sum was 
paid from the first year of the purchase : estates held in 
mortmain under a servile tenure, paid a duty on their 
transfer, and another every tenth year, as well as at the 
demise of the ruling prince, under the name of amorti- 
sation-money. The forfeited estates of criminals, and 
the revenues of vacant benefices, were also reckoned among 
the public resources. 

Allied to these articles was the income arising from 
forests and waters ; that which was derived from offences 
committed against the laws relating to vert and venison ; 
from the felling of limber, and from the rents paid for the 
privileges of hunting, fishing, and the use of the waters. . 

The clergy and nobility, all the servants of the king and 
of the royal family and all military persons, were exempt 
from the land-tax : in other respects, that impost was 
partly re,al, partly personal, and partly supplementary. 
Thus, it was paid personally by all the renters of landed 
properly, in proportion to the estimated produce of their 
estates. In Languedoc, Provence, Dauphine, the territory 
of A'gen and at Montauban, it was paid as a real tax upon 
estates held by servile tenure, without regard to the quality 
of the possessor; upon the earnings of all workmen and 
artificers, and upon the profits of the commercial class. 
l*he supplement, oV subvention, as it was termed, was' an 
equalized sum arising from conquered territories, in which 
the produce of the territory was supposed to be uncertain^ 
because they were continually exposed to the ravages of 
war : such was the condition of Alsace, the three bishoplrics, 
Flanders, Franche Comte and Rousillon., 

The whole territory of France was divide^ into eighteen 
ecclesiastical proviqpes, thirty-seven military governments, 
fourteen judicial circles, and twenty-five generalities and 
seven intendencies for the receipt of the revenue. Langue- 
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doc, Provence, Dauphine, Burgundy, Brittany and Flan- 
ders, were provincial states ; the other generalities were 
divided into elections, each of which comprised a number 
of parishes and hearths, among which the land-tax was 
distributed. There existed, however, nothing more arbi- 
trary than the annual valuation of the produce of the 
estates : an innumerable swarm of officers was required to 
perform the investigation of this subject ; agriculture was 
oppressed, because when once an estate had been assessed 
at a high rate to the t&, It was extremely difficult to pro- 
cure a diminution of the assessment, even when its •^pro- 
ductiveness had been reduced by misfortunes, or when the 
necessary improvements were very expensive- The culti- 
vator was uncertain what sum he might be obliged to pay, 
both before and after the valuation ; because he was 
obliged, from innumerable accidents, to compensate for the 
deficiencies of his neighbours ; and the court was equally 
uncertain what proportion was its equitable share. All 
appearance of liberty and opulence was destroyed by a 
regulation of this nature- The taille ordinarily produced 
about 40,000,000. 

Neckar wished to extend the privileges of the six states 
above mentioned, by the adoption of provincial admini- 
strations: to which the nobility, clergy, and citizens^ sent 
their depu|ies ; and the court named the president, and 
deputed a commissary. They proposed their ideas and 
objections, without delaying the payments : they carried the 
voice of the people to the ears of the king : chambers of 
administration watched over their resolutions. 

The capitation tax was levied according to the rank as 
well as to the property of the subject : from that part of 
the assessment wl^ich was imposed upon rank, not even the 
heir-apparent ,to the throne was exempt; that relating to 
property embraced not only landed elates, but capital of 
all kinds, including the wages of daily labour, salaries 
and the profits of commerce. The produce of this impost 

lO 
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was about feqiial to that of the taille ; and its distribution 
was equally arbitrary. 

The voluntary contributions of the territories of the no- 
tables were estimated at ten millions. 

The voluntary contribution of the clergy was determined 
every ten years, in an assembly of deputies from their body 
which held its sittings in the monastery of St. Augustin 
at Paris ; on the last of these occasions it was settled at 
twenty millions. The ecclesiastics were besides subject to 
the payment of a tenth from the* produce of their estates, 
and to the capitation tax. The three bishoprics, with 
Cambray and Strasburg, sent no deputies to the assembly, 
but paid a proportionate voluntary contribution. 

In various cases of emergency,- the twentieths had been 
levied on private incomes of different kinds ; and since the 
offices had been conferred for life, the salaries had been 
assessed in the same manner as immovable property. The 
twentieth was often demanded on the profits of industry, 
and two sous were not un frequently added to the amount ; 
or the capitation tax was increased by that sum. 

The farmed taxes were of two kinds : to the greater class 
belonged the aides^ or tax upon liquors; tlie gabellcy or 
salt-tiix; the customs, and the stamps. The districts in 
which the vineyards were the most important and where 
the cultivation of the vine was on that account chiefly en- 
couraged, were mostly or entirely exempt from the aides. 
The salt-tax produced a clear revenue of more than thirty- 
six millions : over the whole kingdom, with the exception 
of the concj^uered countries, the commerce in salt was mo- 
nopolized by the fawners of this tax : some of the excepted 
provinces were exempt ; and others released themselves from 
its operation by compositions : and thes« exceptions were 
an inexhaustible source of oppression on one hand, and of 
illicit transactions ou the other. The customs were exacted 
not only on the frontiers of the kingdom, but on those of 
individual provinces : they were assessed in the interior ge- 
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nerally according to the tables of the year 1664; in the 
frontier districts, which were regarded as foreign countries, 
according to those of 1667; and at Marseilles, Bayonne, 
Dunkirk, in the three bishoprics and in Alsace, according 
to a third rule. All these modes of estimation were sub- 
ject to numerous excej)tions: at Paris, and in other towns 
which were exempt from the taille^ and from military ser- 
vice, a duty was levied on the introduction of cattle, fish, 
eggs, salted provisions, wood, wine, stores, and other ar- 
ticles. Stamps for papers and parchments were invented 
in the preceding century. Frauds upon the revenue were 
punished b^^ confiscation and severe penalties: and in case 
of inability to discharge the fine imposed, the farmer of the 
district paid the deficiency to the king, and sent the of- 
fender to the gallies. 

The smaller farms included the collection of the marc 
(Vor^ the duty on silk and wool before they came out of the 
manufactory ; in twelve generalities the care of the notarial 
instruments ; the duties on soap, oil, and leather ; and in 
Paris, those on venison, fish, and fowl. The post-office 
was estimated to produce six millions; and tobacco, which 
formed a separate farm, yielded a rent of twenty-two mil- 
lions, although Alsace and Flanders were exempt from the 
tax on that article. 

The revenues were farmed with the intention of se- 
curing the amount and determining the limits of the public 
income. As the farmers found it necessary to employ large 
capitals ; they naturally indemnified themselves for their 
risk, as well as for their trouble and expenses : ^the greater 
part of their number contrived to procure a remuneration 
exorbitant in its amount, and in a manner which was of 
pernicious consequence to the interests of the court as 
well as of the nation ; so that the public burdens were found 
to augment in proportion to the opule^ice of these specu- 
lators, and their acjquisitions were considered by Richelieu 
as so many verdicts of condemnation against their morality : 
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in the latter years of Lewis the Fiflcentli, they paid 
132,250,000 livres into the treasury. 

Ih addition to the produce of the crown lands, forests 
and waters, land-tax, capitation tax, twentieths, voluntary 
contributions and greater and smaller farms ; we must 
recicon the extraordinary supplies arising from monies un- 
applied to the purposes for which they had been assigned, 
from extinguished life-rents and annuities, from vacant of- 
fices and from the deficiencies in the regiments: and finally 
the produce of the mint and the tjxqg paid by the colonies. 

The joyful accession of Lewis the Fifteenth produced six 
millions. 

The national debt, after the peace of Aix-la-Chapclle, 
amounted to one thousand six hundred and seventy-seven 
millions, of which one thousand four hundred and nineteen 
were subject to a perpetual interest of ten per cent., and the 
remainder consisted of life annuities and tontines extin- 
giiishable at different periods, bearing the same interest: 
the total annual charge on the debt, incurred cliiefly by 
the rapacity and prodigality of the latter years of Lewis 
the Fifteenth, was 6‘3, 865,7-2. The innate powers of this 
kingdom are however so great, that after Lewis the Six- 
teenth had remedied only a part of the mischief, funds 
were provided for the American war without any reduction 
of tile debt ; and not ordy the deficit was afterwards covered, 
but under the first administration of Neckar, the revenue 
yielded a clear annual surplus. The powers of France de- 
pend, not like the wealth of other countries, upon the result 
of fortunate enterprises, or the exertions of art ; but upon 
the character of the nation and the fertility of the soil. 

Cardinal Richclieli, at his accession to office, found this 
' kingdom destitute of maritime force; but lie created a 
navy which became victorious during Ms own life: and 
though it was a second time annihilated on the waters of La 
Hogue, yet under the succeeding administration its strength 
amounted to one hundred and ten shifts of war. In the 
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seven years’ war it was again reduced to a single vessel of the 
line : but France found the means of repairing the loss so 
completely, that her navy contributed in a very essential 
degree to deprive the mistfess of the ocean of her colonies, 
while it effectually protected her own couimerce, and 
enabled the French, in the midst of an expensive war, to 
increase the opulence of their country by the sale of the 
produce of their inexhaustible industry. 

The fleet was distributed among the ports of the east and 
. west; it consisted o|^ four divisions, eight brigades, and 
seven classes of sailors, who were obliged alternately to 
five years of service, wliile the remaining six classes were 
at liberty to engage in the employment of the merchants : 
the total number of French sailors was upwards of 70,000. 

The land forces of France, since the time of Richelieu, 
had never been commanded by a constable, or by a colonel- 
general of the infantry : the dignity of a field-marshal ge- 
neral was now the highest reward of merit; and the staff of 
a marshal was frequently the prize of favouritism, or of 
a long life spent without reward in the profession* of arms : 
the rank of lieutenant-general is the institution of a later 
period. The land forces at the beginning of the American 
war, were reckoned at 200,000 : they were commanded by 
twelve mai’shals, one hundred and eighty-four lieutenant- 
generals, three hundred and ninety-seven jnarecham de 
cennp, sixteen inspectors-gcneral of the infantry and seven 
of the cavalry, two hundred and eighty- four brigadiers .of 
foot, one hundred and fifty-six of horse and thirty-five 
of dragoons. The regiments were of various degrees of 
numerical strength ; but the real power of an, army con- 
sists in its military disposition, in the'spirit of order, and * 
the talents of its commander. The principal points of the ‘ 
system were as^follows: ten thousand troops belonged ' 
to the king’s •household, eighty-five regiments served on 
foot, seven with the artillery ; eleven wev<e composed of Swiss, 
and fifteen of foreigners of other nations : the dragoons 
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were six thousand in number, the hussars twelve hundred, 
the grenadiers five thousand, and the cavalry fourteen 
thousand five hundred. A squadron in the time of Lewis 
llie Fifteenth consisted of two companies, each of which 
comprised three officers and fifty-three privates ; a battalion 
contained eight companies and twenty-seven officers, and 
each company sixty-three privates, and fifty-two grenadiers 
belonged to the whole battalion. The count of St. Ger- 
main increased the strength of the cavalry, introduced 
light horse, and combined chaj^euj:'s with the dragoon re-* 
giments. The country regiments consisted of forty thousand 
men : and Lower Navarre was defended at the expense of 
the inhabitants of Bearn. Each generality had a company 
of marechmissee^ and each government a company of sol- 
diers: and the invalid corps a short time before the war 
amounted to ten thousand. All the departments of the mi- 
litary system were excellently taught under Lewis the Six- 
teenth ; but court favour, and the privileges of the nobility 
had a prejudicial infiuenco on the leaders, as the disposition 
of the nation had on the privates. The army was main- 
tained at an annual expense of one hundred millions; 
while Frederick, with a revenue not greater than that sum, 
supported an army more numerous by fifty thousand than 
that^ of France, besides defraying the whole expenditure of 
his government and contributing to the augmentation of 
his treasure. Attention and order among governments as 
well as individual^ are usually at first the effects of ne- 
cessity and afterwards of habit. 

SECTION III. 

. SPAIN. 

Spain is less extensive than France by* only about fifteen 
hundred square miles, while its population is only one- 
third as great : and* yet the climate of Spain is serene, and 
the air almost universally salubrious ; there are but few 
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districts that are not at least fit for pasturage; the number 
of rivers is considerable; some canals have been executed, 
and others are practicable: but the policy pursued by the 
Ferdinands and the Philips, has destroyed the life of tlic 
Spanish nation. 

- As the productions of Spanish authors are subjected to six 
censures; as nothing is allowed to pass through the press 
without having been examined by the synodal examinator, 
the chronist of Castile, an official, a royal secretary, the 
‘Corrector-general and ^vei^ the royal council ; the truth re- 
specting a number of circumstances will be as little known 
to posterity as it is to the kings themselves: but the effects 
of this miserable system of policy arc evident to the eyes 
of all. 

The court was obliged by its necessities to seek for new 
financial resources; and during the administration of the 
marquis of Ensenade, procured a concordat at Rome, by 
which it was determined, that such estates as the clergy 
might in future acquire, should not be exempted from tax- 
ation on that account; that in great public emergencies the 
church should bear its share of the burden ; and that the 
nomination to the inferior benefices should belong to the 
king. The court thus obtained an extraordinary degree 
of influence over the clergy: because, as the number of 
such bencficf s is extremely great, and those who have once 
experienced the extension of favour in this manner, are 
usually disposed to look for further promotion, this regii-- 
lation produced a very loyal disfiosition in that class of ec- 
clesiastics which is most immediately in contact with the 
mass of the people. The pope retained four luuidred and 
fifty-two benefices in his own gift ; and *the court of Spain 
deposited 113,000 scudi in the apostolic chamber, at the 
ratification of ihW concordat. 

The tribunal of faith remained ; although the dissension 
which took place between the courts of Spain and Rome 
under Charles the "“Third, gave occasion to a peremp- 
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toiy command, that it should publish no papal bull or 
letter which had not previously received the exequatur, or 
royal assent; which was the apple of the eye of autho- 
rity.’^ The king nominates the grand inquisitor and the six 
counsellors ; besides whom, the confessor, two members of 
the council of Castile, a royal secretary, alguazil-major 
and the inferior servants of the tribunal, constitute the re- 
maining persons. Eighteen offices in the provinces, the 
Balearic and Canary Islands and America, all of which 
are subordinate to the supreme tribunal, are found sufficient 
to maintain the prudential maxim, that “ it is better to be- 
lieve than to inquire !” as the fundamental principle of 
education and of written and oral intercourse. 

Don Carlos the Third, in the beginning of his reign, 
caused the estates to take an oath of their belief in the im- 
maculate conception : a negociation was also undertaken, 
the object of which was to elevate the holy virgin, by means 

of a formal bull, to the dignity of tutelary 

A.D.17(;i. . . e • , 1 • r M 1 

, saint ot all opain: but this attempt was toiled 

by the cathedral chapter of St. Jago de Compostella, who 

represented the ingratitude of deposing their great apostle, 

who had so frequently shown himself, mounted on his white 

JioVse, at the head of the armies of Spain. 

The twenty-two provinces of Castile contained upwards 
of ninety thousand secular priests and monks, and twenty 
thotisand nuns : according to Ustariz, one thirtieth of the 
‘whole nation belonged to* the ecclesiastical body. The clergy 
oKthe superior classes were generally sensible and benevolent 
persons; those of the inferior sort, too numerous not to be 
formidable when offended : the monks, as a body, were 
avaricious, and were the support of absolute power, as long 
as it could be rendered subservient to their interests. 

Under Philip the Fifth and Ferdinand the Sixth, Albe- 
roiii, Patinho, Ensenada, Valparayso and Wall, succes- 
sively enjoyed the highest authority^ as ministers : Don 
Carlos raised to that dignity the marquis di Squillace, a Si- 
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cillan with whom he had become acquainted at Naples, 
where he had been employed as commissary at wan This 
nobleman was ruined by the influence of the clergy, whose 
wealth he is said to have regarded as the means of repairing 
the dilapidated finances. Other ministers, remarkable for 
their intelligence but perhaps too incautious, were equally 
incapable of maintarning their posts. 

This court was always inclined to slow measures ; which 
at least afforded ground to hope, that if it should at length 
adopt good maxims, it \W)uld retain them with propor- 
tionate tenacity. But the government was deprived of the 
guidance of public opinion; for the national voice was 
stifled by the terrific institutions which we have before de- 
scribed, and the convocation of the cortes was discontinued. 
The supreme direction of affairs, under the king, was con- 
fided to the council of state: the high council of Castile, 
consisting of five chambers, resembled the great council in 
France, or a general directory. Every province was com- 
manded to maintain a correspondence with one of the coun- 
sellors of the superior chamber: each [)rovince had a dis- 
trict commander, and Upper Navarre a viceroy : each of 
the commanders was assisted by a council, under which 
the municipal authorities exercised their powers. The 
chanceries of Grenada and Valladolid were supreme 'tri- 
bunals of appeal in judicial affairs, and tiieir presidents 
were appointed by the king. Other supreme tribunals, 
called audienzas, were established at Oviedo, Seville, and 
Cordova, and in nine of the cities of the American do- 
minions; one hundred and fifty-three places had municipal 
constitutions, in which the magistrates appointed the alcades 
or royal judges, as in Castile; or proposed them, as in Ar- 
ragon. The municipalities ordinarily consisted of twenty- 
four regidores:^ but the constitution of the cities had so 
degenerated, that these offices had become family estates; 
some of which were^ considered hereditary, and descended 
by the rule of primogeniture ; some were farmed, and se- 
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veral united in one person. These regidores commonly 
appointed twelve sworn representatives of the people, or a 
number proportionate to the parishes. 

The distinction of ranks was carefully observed in all the 
relations of public and piivate life. The nobility were di- 
vided into grandees, knights, and lieges; and their most 
essential privileges consisted in exemption from certain im- 
posts, and from the jurisdiction of jiarticular tribunals. 
The privileged orders had their own judges in the municipal 
constitutions, possessed an advoc^te^general in the superior 
courts, and could not be summoned before the subordinate 
offices of the inquisition, except by the especial command 
of the supreme tribunal. They frequently protested against 
the regulations of the government : but since the accession 
of the house of Bourbon, their assumed or hereditary rights 
had been less respected. They still, however, retained the 
inferior tribunals: almost all the small towns and villages, 
with the exception of a few which are situated in the moun- 
tains or have purchased their exemption, are subject to the 
authority of some nobleman or city. 

Since the ancient Partidas, and since the decree of the 
states at Toro in the year 1505, the administration of jus- 
tice has been rather confounded than determined, by the , 
double principles of the Roman code and of an infinite 
number of royal regulations. Here, as in all despotisms, 
the .court exercised over the provinces an authority far less 
X)pprcssive than that of the subordinate administrations and 
tribunals, and the abuses of the labyrinth of laws by 
the advocates, and the pride the ignorance and avarice 
of the noble and gratuitous regidores. 

The principal sburces of the revenue are twelve. The 
subsidy, or alcavala, is a tax of a tenth penny upon the 
amount of ail sales of whatsoever description. The collec- 
tion of this tax, which is levied by an innumerable swarm 
of officers, whose*business it is to pry into all transactions^ 
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is justly regarded as one of the sources of the universal 
corruption that prevails. 

The court receives a fifth of all the silver, and a twentreth 
of all the gold, produced in America. The quantity of 
silver which comes from America to Europe is to the gold 
as twenty-two to one : this proportion, however, is not that 
of the relative commercial value of the two metals : the de- 
mand for silver is more considerable ; and a larger quantity 
of tills metal is consumed in the arts: the East Indies swal- 
low it up by millions f a^id hence the relative value is re- 
duced to about fourteen to one. Before the discovery of 
the new world, the proportion was as ten to one; but the 
silver mines have been very productive. There is reason 
to believe that the quantity of silver and gold annually im- 
ported into Cadiz and Lisbon, in all shapes, amounts to. 
between fifty-four and sixty millions of florins, or about six 
millions of pounds sterling. Potosi itself, however, is no 
longer so productive as formerly : many proprietors of mines 
are contented with the profit arising from the use of their 
mills. It is common to allow the discoverer of a new vein 
to work it two hundred and forty-six feet in lengtli, and 
half as much in breadth, free from duty ; it is becoming 
continually more difficult to ventilate the mines, and to 
keep them clear of wate., on account of their excessive 
depth ; amj only twenty-five tons of quicksilver ai'c annu- 
ally produced at the mines of Alniadas. The interior com- 
merce of tlie American provinces, together with that of 
Acapulco, affords half a million of piastres to the king; 
and as he exacts a mint tax of a real on every coined mark 
of metal, he derives from this source a revenue of one hun- 
dred and filiy thousand piastres in Mexico, and one a fourth 
part larger in Peru. Campomanes estimates the total re- 
venue of the crown arising from the mines at thirty millions. 

All the confmodities which go from Europe to America 
are subject to a duty of something morfe than ten reals for 
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every span which they measure in circumference, provided 
that their value bears a certain proportion to their bulk; 
and it is estimated that the imports amount to eleven mil- 
lions. Foreign goods are subject to a duty ad valorem of 
25/, i^er cent: but this enormous impost only serves to en- 
courage smuggling. The duty levied on all the goods which 
are exchanged between the ports of America and that of 
Cadiz, is supposed to yield seven hundred thousand pi- 
astres : and the customs, together with the alcavala col- 
lected on tlie continent of Ameiyct^ is valued at two mil- 
lions and a half. 

The commerce in tobacco is of equal importance to the ^ 
royal treasury: all the merchants and dealers in that article 
are obliged to supply themselves from the great manufactory 
at Seville, and are allowed to make a profit of \0 j^er cent. 
The manufacture and commerce of this article furnishes 
employhient to thirty- four thousand persons, and yields an 
income to the king of ninety millions of reals * de vellio. 

The tax on salt was raised about '2\d. per hundred weight 
by Don l^arlos the Third, in order to defray the expense of 
making the roads of Barcelona, Valencia, Grenada and 
Cadiz. 

The capitation tax levied on the native Americans yields 
two millions; and the duty on the negroes, 200,000, 

The tax on paper, in America alone, yields 300,000 
piastres ; and that on playing-cards, in Mexico only, 
70,000 : and Mexico and Peru together, take pilgrimage- 
bulls to the amount of three millions and a half annually. 

From the pulca, a favourite beverage of its American 
subjects, tJie court of Spain derives a revenue of 16*0,000 
piastres; about 15, *000 from the sale of ice; 500,000 frorii 
the herb of Paraguay; and 71>000 from Mexico alone, for 
gunpowder. • 

The produce of the post-office is estimatdcl at 3,300,000 
dollars de velho ; ahd the export of wool, from Seville alone, 

* A real dc velho is worth about twopence-halfpenny. 
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yields ten millions of reals de velho to the royal treasury : 
to these sources of revenue must be added the tax on brandy, 
and the produce of the royal forests ; as well as that of the 
confiscated estates of the Jesuits, which is valued at 400,000 
piastres. 

The financial department consists of five chambers : that 
which takes cognizance of the affairs of America is called 
the grand royal council of the Indies. The imposts of 
every province are levied by the intendants; and the whole 
organization of this department was instituted by the pre- 
sident Orry, in the reign of Philip the Fifth. Ensenada 
and Carvajal, under that of Ferdinand the Sixth, were in- 
duced, partly by the splendid thcoiy of the physiocratic 
system and partly by the partial confirmation afforded by 
experience in Arragon, to attempt to reduce the financial 
system to the utmost degree of simplicity : it was resolved 
to subject the country to an actual admeasurement; to enu- 
merate the inhabitants, to estimate their property ; and then 
to demand only one real from every .300. The provinces of 
Castile were measured, and a junta of the single impost” 
had already been added to the financial council, when the 
ministers who came into office after the death of Ferdinand, 
abandoned the design. Don Carlos found the treasury ^ex- 
tremely burdened with debts wliich had been incurred 
partly to ijefray the expenses of war, and partly by the 
magnificence and prodigality with which every undertaking, 
whether useful or superfluous, is in this kingdom attended* 
The royal treasury, however, contained a considerable sum 
in ready money, and the annual revenue amounted to forty- 
seven millions of dollars de velho. The king sej: apart an 
annual sum for the redemption of the public debt. 

The income of the eight archbishops and forty-eight 
bishops, was returned by themsHves at 1,300,000 ducats ; 
the cathedral -chapters are not Jess opulent ; more than 
3000 monasteries are also supported ; and the less rigid in- 
stitutions of the New World are possessed of extensive 
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estates, capitals, and tithes. The simplicity of pious in- 
dividuals, who purchase dispensations, is one principal 
source of the ecclesiastical revenues. 

The military department was organized under the reign 
of Philip the Fifth. The king himself presided in the 
council of war. In the beginning of the American war, 
there were five commanders, fifty-five lieutenants general, 
and an equal number of marcchaux-dc-camp ; more than a 
hundred brigadiers, six inspectors general, forty war com- 
missaries, and fifteen auditors. » Tlrfe king had his own 
regiment of guards, together with a brigade of carabineers, 
thirty-six regiments of foot, fourteen of horse, and eight 
of dragoons; a corps of engineers ; the artillery, and some 
companies of cadets there were five founderies of ord- 
nance, a manufactorj of arms at Toledo, and another for 
fire-arms at Guipuscoa. The invalids were divided into 
forty-six companies ; there were forty-two regiments of 
country militia and 126 companies of city militia; some of 
which wt^'e usually kept encamped near Gibraltar, Oran, 
Ceuta, and Marsalquivir, and in the smaller presidencies. 
The foreign troops in the pay of Spain consisted of the 
Walloon guards, four regiments of Walloons, four of 
Swiss and twelve of Italians. But scarcely any of the 
corps had their full complement; and 140 regiments con- 
tained in reality scarcely 100,000 men. The tactical system 
had been changed in some unimportant details. The mili- 
tary station was not? honoured ; as the ranks were debased 
by the custom of introducing among them, smugglers, 
thieves and murderers. Desertion was punished by the 
martial law with de^th ; but the officers preferred suffering 
the offender to lie in prison for a year ; allowed his name 
to remain on the rolls, and by this means continued to re- 
ceive his pay. The principal foundery for the artillery was 
in the most wretched condition, because the inspectors 
were induced by avarice to employ matprials and workmen 
. of the worst description. 
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The naval system is divided into the three departments of 
Cadiz, Ferrol, and Carthagena. Ferdinand the Sixth left 
at his decease, forty-eight ships of the line. Don Carlos 
augmented their number ; but this was rather an apparent 
than a real increase of their strength, for all the reports 
were exaggerated and the commands ill executed. Hence 
arose the misfortunes of the war of 17 ^ 2 , the miserable re- 
sult of the siege of Algiers and the failure of the attack on 
Gibraltar. The deficiency consisted not in money, or in 
regiments, or in shipto ; 6ut in that spirit which the Spa- 
niards had so nobly displayed before the time of Ferdniand 
the Catholic, and of the inquisition. 

SECTION IV. 

NAPLES. 

The kings of Sicily and Naples contrived for a long time 
to protect their subjects from the last mentioned curse ; and 
the inquisitors never ventured to display the full effect of 
their fury in those dominions. The barons of Sicily and 
the people of Naples maintained some of their rights : des- 
potism never dared utterly to oppress this lively nation, 
whose stormy passions frequently threatened the destruc- 
tion of its oppressors, and obliged the court on various oc- 
casions to' obey the voice of the piazza del popolo, while 
their territory was peculiarly exposed to the hazard of 
foreign invasion. The government stood frequently in need 
of subsidies ; the taxes were distributed by the piazza ; and 
every arendamento was carried to the chamber by those 
persons to whom the levying of this impost had been en- 
trusted. The military power of this state was supposed to 
be equal to that of Sardinia ; but the soldiers were better 
paid and the troops superior in appearance. The popu- 
lation is estimated at four millions. 
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SECTION V. 

SWITZERLAND. 

After the states under the sway of the liouse of Bour- 
bon, the Swiss confederates, who are the most ancient 
allies of that family, deserve to be next mentioned. The 
internal administration of the cantons was distinguished by 
intelligence, probity and vigilance; and their population 
and opulence increased without interruption. As they were 
equally destitute of a supreme head and of a permanent 
representation, they found it easy to avoid being entangled 
in the affairs of more powerful states. They dwelt without 
apprehension in the midst of jealous and powerful rivals; 
they had no idea of aggrandisement ; and their wishes were 
confined to the object of remaining in their present con- 
dition. Accordingly, they enjoyed a more undisturbed 
course of prosperity than their brethren the Venetians and 
Hollanders had been able to obtain by their w'ars and 
negociatiftns; and preserved more successfully their primi- 
tive equality and the simplicity of their manners, which 
became refined as the national character developed itself. 

The renewal of the general alliance between the cantons 
and France, convinced all Europe that the latter kingdom 
was disposed to continue to support the confederates in the 
great political discussions of the continent ; and that her 
frontier would henceforth be protected on tlic side of Swit- 
zerland. The Swiss, besides, furnished the king with men; 
the only article which they possess in superfluity : and the 
monarch sypported tiie needy cantons by subsidies. The 
stipulations relative *to the regiments were separated from 
the articles of alliance, and treated as a private affair. 

The population of Switzerland amounts to about a mil- 
lion and a half; 580,000 of which belong to Zurich and 
Bern : about 38,000 persons serve in the foreign regiments, 
most of whom are enlisted for a term of four years ; and it 
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may safely be assumed that 2.5,000 of that iiuiuber consist 
of native Swiss. 

The natural instruments of despotism, a standing army, 
and the multiplication of taxes, were unknown in the can- 
tons; the government of wliich owed its whole power to 
the sentiment of public prosperity and to the esteem and 
affection of the peoj)Ie. After the destruction indeed of 
public morality, the common opinion of their accumu- 
lated wealth, their well-known military spirit, and the situ- 
ation of their country at the passes into more fertile 
provinces, might give even the cantons reasonable ground 
of apprehension for the continuance of their peaceful 
existence. 


SECTION VI. 

HOJXAND. 

At the mouths of the Rhine, wliich takes its rise among 
the mountains of Switzerland, lies Holland: a country in 
which the Protestant interest for a century pasf had de- 
termined the public resolutions in favour of the policy of 
England ; but wlicre a powerful party now began to return 
to the ancient policy of the state, which was more favour- 
able to the interests of France. Tliis change of system was 
greatly pro|noted by commercial jealousy, by the haughti- 
ness of the British government, and by the hatred gene- 
rally entertained against the family of the stadtholder: and 
Joseph reiulercd it an almost indispensable measure by the 
destruction of the frontier fortifications which had formerly 
protected Holland. ^ 

The ci)nstitution of the greater part of the cities of Hol- 
land had lor a long time been tending toward aristocracy. 
The council of Anisterdam was formerly chosen by the 
community of-citizens; who afterword allowed the members 
of that body. to usurp their elective privileges: a perma- 
jjent college was thus established, which perpetuated a 
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system of political maxims, and preserved freedom, peace 
and order, by the temperate employment of its powers. 
The council of Amsterdam consisted of thirty-six members, 
with twelve burgo-masters at their head : four w ere con- 
tinually in oflice; three of whom wx*re annually cliangeil, 
w^hile the fourth remained two years in his post, in order to 
assist his colleagues, in cases of sudden emergency, by his 
experience in the current business of the state. The burgo- 
mnsters had the supreme direction of the financial depart- 
ment, and the disposal of certain offices: and the manner 
in which they discharged their offices qualified them in a 
greater or less degree for the higher dignities of the state. 
Next to them sat the nine syndics, seven of whom were 
ch osen from among a number of fourteen annually })roposed 
by the senate. This election belonged at different periods 
of tlic republic, sometimes to the stadtholder and sometimes 
to the burgo-masters. The syndics exercised the. office of 
judges ; and in civil affairs, an appeal lay from their de- 
cisions to the court of ‘Holland, and from thence to the 
Land-cofincil. The court of Holland, which had formerly 
been the tribunal of the counts of that province, and which 
now consisted of eight deputies from Holland and three 
from Zealand, took cognizance of feudal causes, the law 
processes of the nobility, and appeals : and the great Land- 
council of both these provinces, had succeeded to the post 
of the supreme tribunal, which, under the dukes of Bur- 
gundy, had held its sittings at Mecklin. In this country, 
as in the towns of Switzerland, appeals related only-to petty 
disputes concerning property, and not to cases affecting the 
life of an accused person, which could only be forfeited 
under circumstanc«s of great importance and upon the 
clearest evidence. The states of Holland and Fries- 

land consisted of about ten deputies of tlyt: nobility ; and of 
the representatives of eighteen towns, twelve of whom re- 
ceived their scats* and votes from the fiirst William of 
Orange, who wished to attach those bodies by their in- 
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terests, to his cause and to that of the revol 4 tioii. The 
prevalent disposition among the nobility, was an attach- 
ment to the house of Orange; but they possessed conjointly 
only one vote : they were the least wealthy class ; and hence 
the administration of the confiscated ecclesiastical estates, 
and other offices, were to them objects of desire. These 
states elected a pensionary councillor, who exercised the 
functions of president, and could prevent the execution of 
their resolutions by his veto. In the intervals of the annual 
assemblies of the states, a commission held two sessions ; 
and in extraordinary contingencies its sittings were per- 
manent. This body was divided into two chambers : that 
of South Holland consisted of a dejiuty of the nobility 
whose office was triennial, of eight triennial rcjirescntatives 
of the great cities, and of one annual representative of the 
smaller towns : that of North Holland, of seven deputies 
from the cities. All matters were so arranged, that every 
district of the whole country was provided with a repre- 
sentative well instructed in its own^ntercst. 

In Zealand the whole body of the nobility was repre- 
sented by the prince of Orange : six of the cities sent de- 
puties to the states-goneral ; and in tw^o of these places the 
magistracy was nominated by the prince. 

G udders, which was a small federal republic forming a 
single mcn4>er of the greater union, contained the towns of 
Arnhcim, Zutphen, and Nimuegen, the deputies of which 
lield an assembly of the states twice in the year. This pro- 
vince contained a numerous and powerful nobility. 

In the states of Utrecht, the nobility consisted of tem- 
poral and those denominated spiritual lords : bu^t the latter 
w^ere in reality laymen, although they represented the estates 
belonging to the cathedral chapter. Five cities sent de- 
puties to the asser^bly of these states ; and those of Utrecht, 
which was the.pmost considerable tpwn of the province, had 
the power of .opposing the resolutions of all the rest. 

Friesland consistt?d of' three districts, which were srubdi- 
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vided into thirty bailiwicks : the land proprietors of the 
confederate villages assembled in all parts of the country, 
anielected one nobleman and one opulent and respectable 
free commoner ; and the eleven cities, which together con- 
stitute the fourth district of the province, made a similar 
appointment. The plenipotentiaries thus elected, disposed 
of all the offices of the state : they appointed three persons 
out of each district as the members of a court of justice, 
which had the absolute decision of all criminal causes, 
and decided the appeals from tl\e <;ourts of tjie bailiffs 
in civil causes. 

A similar constitution existed in Griiningen, which was 
also a part of ancient Friesland. 

In Overyssel, the states consisted of the deputies of the 
three cities, and of the possessors of all such noble estates 
as were worth not less than twenty«five thousand florins. 

All the seven provinces formed the assembly of the states- 
general and the council of state. The states-general pos- 
sessed the dignity of representation and the duty of siiper- 
iiitendancft ; although, as it could deliberate, but could not 
resolve, it possessed, properly so called, no power; and 
the supreme authority resided in the magistracy of every 
province and city. The council of state, to wliich the exe- 
cutive power was confided, consisted of three deputies from 
Holland; the same number from Groningen, Overyssel, 
and Utrecht; two from Zealand, and as many from Guel- 
dejrs and Friesland. This assembly had the superintendance 
of the military department,* and administered the affairs of 
the Dutch Netherlands : but, on the other hand, the affairs 
of the barriers belonged to the states-general ; because this 
w'as not so properly d possession, as a measure of precaution 
for the security of the commonwealth. 

The most important affairs thus depend^ on the election 
of the magistracies • of the towns; which, fof this reason, 
was conferred in times of danger on the hereditary stadt- 
holders. 

VOL. jii, c e 
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The stadtholder must be a pretestant of the reformed re- 
ligion : if that dignity should descend to a female, the 
choice of her husband shall be made by the states-genet^al ; 
but shall in no case fall on a king or an electoral prince, or 
on any other than a protestant of the reformed church. 

Awidow whosliould hold the office of regent during the mi- 
nority of her son, was not allowed to marry a second time. 

The court of France, which was desirous of rendering 
its frontier on this side as secure as on that of Switzerland, 
and of making as gopd ^use of the Dutch fleet as of the 
Swiss peasants, was always opposed to the stadtholder : and 
England, for that very reason, was constantly attached to 
his interests. The republic was influenced sometimes on 
one side and sometimes on the other, according to the al- 
ternate success of the difierent factions. Switzerland, from 
its situation, may remain for a long time without exciting 
much attention : but Holland lies on the ocean ; it had ac- 
cumulated great wealth ; it domineered in both the Indies, 
and possessed the Cape of Good Hope, the key of the 
East. 

The barrier treaty, according to which the frontiers were 
to remain unalterable, seemed to promise a more tranquil 
state of affairs : hence the land forces were reduced to a state 

r ♦ 

barely sufficient for the occupation of the barrier; and the 
fleet was employed only in convoying the East Indian fleets. 

The number and force of the ships to be equipped was 
determined by the states-general ; the land forces chiefly by 
the council of state : the admiralty college al Amsterdam 
contributed d third of the expense, and the remainder was 
defrayed by the other four admiralties. These colleges had 
the superintcndance of the arsenals and docks : the arma- 
ment and provisioning of the ships was managed by the 
captains. At the approach of the American war, in the 
course of which the republic became involved in a contest 
with England, she equipped fourteen ships of the line and 
eighteen frigates, A^hich were manned by 7020 seamen, and 
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carried 1280 pieces of cannon, and which in fourteen 
months occasioned an expenditure of about four hundred 
thousand florins. 

But the chief reputation pf Holland, like that of Swit- 
zerland, is to be Ibund less in her external relations than in 
her internal arrangements. In a country not twice as ex- 
tensive as the territory of Bern; which requires more la- 
bour of men for the preservation of the dikes, on which its 
existence depends, than its whole produce is able to sup- 
por^; none of whose harbours are^ excellent, and whose 
coasts, the Texel and the Zuydersee, are dangerous of na- 
vigation; two millions of inhabitants gain their subsistence 
by persevering industry aiul good management, by which 
they rendered their country, for a long time, the richest 
district in Europe. This nation created the territory which 
It inhabits ; rendered it flourishing, and embellished it with 
noble productions of art- Commerce, by giving rapidity 
to the circulation of money, afforded facilities to the enter- 
prises of individuals ; and tlie state w’as able to borrow as 
much nmney as it required at an interest of per cent.^ and 
private persons at 3 per cent* The affairs of the East India 
company were regarded as the concern of the state, while 
their property was as scrupulously respected as if it had be- 
longed to an individual citizen : tin’s company, for a long 
tim^, made an income of 12,700,000 florins, laid by two 
millions annually, and, after dividing the remainder, de- 
posited 225,000 florins as a reserve against unforeseen con- 
tingencies. 

All their prosperity was tlic effect of good morals, as all 
their laws were founded on the system of manners necessary 
among a commercial people, which regards the idle man 
as the only object of contempt, and endeavours above all 
things to maintain the reputation of th^ products of in- 
dustry. Each city devoted itself chiefly to the pursuit of 
one branch of commerce, which it conducted in the utmost 
perfection : the spices of Asia came to Holland, the ancient 

c c 2 
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inhabitants of which subsisted on vegetables and fish : thej 
sold the silks of Persia, and clothed themselves in woollen ; 
they exported the beautiful productions of their looms, and 
used the cloths of England, which at that period were 
coarser than their own. 

Censure has been bestowed on the distribution of the 
taxes; because an impost was laid, among other things, on 
bread ; in consequence of which, several branches of ma- 
nufacture were destroyed. Even the duty on tea has been 
blamed, because that article had been rendered a necessary 
of life by habit ; and tliis* tax has been supposed to b^ve 
been in a considerable degree the cause of the enormous 
enhancement of the price of labour, which, however, in 
so rich a country, w as inevitable. Turf and beer were also 
taxed. The theory of political economy has made little or 
no objection against the tax of the fortieth penny on the 
sale of estates and ships ; against the house tax, the duty on 
collateral inheritances, the taxes on servants, horses and 
carriages, and on legal compacts. The necessities of the 
state demanded incredible sums from this country.; which, 
although its uncommonly crowded population is not a third 
part so great as that of England, paid taxes to the amount 
of 5,250, OOOl. sterling. 

This state of affairs, however, could not possibly subsist 
without the^ most injurious consequences to the commerce 
of the nation ; which was at length almost entirely confined 
to the transfer of the productions of other countries : a kind 
of trade peculiarly exposed to contingenhies, and especially 
to the hazards of war. The most wealthy of the merchants 
became discontented with an administration which involved 
them in such expensive contests : and nothing but the love 
of their country, in which they had the privilege of taking 
part in public affairs, prevented them from seeking a more 
prosperous place of residence. The great burden of tax- 
ation, and the multitude and expensiveness of their indis- 
pensable wants, cdtopelled the Dutch to pay the closest 
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attention even to the smallest profits : their expenditure in 
their wars, their excellent institutions for the poor, and 
their well-paid instructors, are sufficient proofs that they 
knew how to make a noble use of their gains. 

A D I'-si naval engagement of the Doggers- 

bank, the world saw with astonishment their 
display of national honour and patriotism : but it was alto- 
gether impossible that the Dutch, whose army now con- 
tained only twenty-eight thousand men who had never seen 
fire, together with nine thousand Swiss and Germans, and 
a fleet of only twenty ships, should prosecute a war against 
the power of Great Britain, with the same success as when 
they had ten ships of the line more than the English, and 
when the heroes of the house of Orange fought at the head 
of their armies, with the military prowess that distinguished 
them, in the cause of liberty. 

A great ferment took place in the interior : the wealthy 
and republican citizens saw, with indignation, that the af- 
fairs of (he state were conducted by the nobility, who were 
attached to the Orange party, and were, for the most part, 
involved in debt ; and discontent loosened the ties of con- 
fidence, which had hitherto held together the inhabitants 
of the cities and those of the country in the different pro- 
vinces, as well as the whole commonwealth of Holland : 
this dissatisfaction, however, proved, that the love of liberty 
was not extinguished; and rendered it probable that, if 
this nation were destined to fall under a foreign yoke, the 
most noble part of the community would follow the example 
given by the Phoceans, (as their ancestors designed to <3o on 
the invasion of their country by Lewis the Fourteenth,) 
and that their territory, the greatest monument of human 
labour^ would become the prey of the waves. 
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SECTION VIL 


A.D. 1777. 


PORTUGAL. 

Portugal, which like Holland had continued for a Jong 
time to maintain the most ^intimate connection with Great 
Britain, adhered more imj)licitly to the system prescribed 
by the court of St. James’s, and furnished a perfect contrast 
with the rejHiblic of which we liave just spoken. 

King Josepli, whose last cause of grief was that he had 
not time to fulfil a vow which he had made for 
the building of a church, was now dead, and 
had been succeeded by his daughter Maria, who was married 
to In's brother Don Pedro the Third. The inaiTjuis of Pom- 
bal, an old man who had governed Portugal during so 
many years with equivocal reputation, was condemned and 
removed from his office without any satisfactory explanation 
of the cause of his disgrace. In tJie beginning of the Ame- 
rican quarrel, Portugal declared herself on the side of the 
family compact of the Bourbons, and availed herst?lf of the 
advantages which the comj)etition of the Americans be- 
stowed on the markets of Europe; but she was destitute of 
the mxessary power for any important enterprise. 

The nobles had been enfeebled by the cruelties practised 
by Poinbal, ^nd by the resumption of the* crown lands; 
in return for which they had received only empty titles of 
honour. The Cocceian tlieory, that kings are merely the 
administrators of the royal domains; and that they may, on 
that pretence, resume all such estates, however great the 
distance of time at which they were alienated, had shaken 
the foundations of the titles to landed*' property in many 
monarchies during the last century. 

Pombal had alsQ circumscribed the power of the inqui- 
sition in so grout a degree, that the holy office could now 
neither imprison any person under presence of Jewish or 
heretical opinions for a longer period than four days, nor 
cause any person to be put to death, without the royal 
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consent. The vivacity of the national character, and the 
intercourse of the people with the great number of foreigners 
who entered the Tagus, greatly iacilitated the contest car- 
ried on by this minister against the despotism of the hier- 
archy : and the court of Rome could not venture to offer 
any vigorous opposition to his measures; because the Por- 
tuguese clergy were no longer headed by an archbishop of 
Braga, but by a patriarch, who might be considered as a 
domestic pope. Don John tlic Fifth had expended great 
sums in procuring the establishmijnt*of tliis dignity: which 
was so intimately connected with the court chapel, that the 
interest of the patriarcli coincided in all respects with that 
of the king. 

Tlio catholic countries in gencraf came into a situation 
in which the monarchy found it easy to overthrow the rival 
despotism of the hierarchy: but the manner of effecting this 
revolution gave birth to a spirit of independence that im- 
parted to public opinion a vigour which had for a long 
time beep a stranger to such ' countries. The circumstance 
the most unfavourable to the interests of those who exer- 
cised the supreme power, was, that this revolution in the 
manner of thinking produced a powerful effect on tlie 
middle classes of society, long betbre tlie governments per- 
ceived the necessity of conforming themselves to its spirit : 
they considered these discussions as fruitlessly beating 
the fiir ; while they were in reality undermining the found- 
ations of their power. 

In Portugal, the fifteen bishoprics had from a very early 
period been subject to the nomination of the court; which 
was accusftimecl to reserve a fourth part of their revenues, 
and to expend it in pensions. 

The dc))artmcnt of the secretaries of state distributed 
these pensions, disposed of offices, determined the privi- 
leges of the navigators, prepared all the \)usiness which 
came before the council of state, and presented the dis- 
patches to the king for his signature. This cabinet com-^ 
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nionly consisted of three secretaries of state; but the 
supreme direction was usually confided to one of their 
number. 

The chamber of appeals of the palace was at the head of 
the judicial department. The same body proposed new 
laws, deliberated on all projects of that description, fur- 
nished the authentic expositions of those already in exist- 
ence, dispensed with their operation, and watched over their 
execution: it had two subordinate tribunals of appeal at 
Xiisbon and Oporto ; the ^tter of winch was dependent on 
the former, with regard to the revision of important causes. 
The powers of the inferior tribunals were exercised by the 
city magistrates, noble lords of courts; and on the crown 
estates, by the royal judges: the latter also conducted the 
criminal processes in the courts of the ecclesiastical lords. 

The exertions made by count William of the Lippe- 
Blickeburg in the military department of Portugal, were 
worthy of the distinguished talents, the zeal and the vir- 
tues of that commander : and though he was unable to 
infuse his spirit into the court, the Portuguese army was 
formed in a manner somewhat superior to that of Spain, 
chiefly by means of the foreign officers engaged in the 
service. 

The revenue arising from the crown Imids, since the ^•e- 
vocation of the grants, was considerable. The customs 
which had from ancient times belonged to the chiefs of* the 
commonwealth, both as the produce of the roads and 
havens, and as the means of maintaining those conveni- 
ences in order, amounted to 23 per cent, on foreign com- 
modities imported, and 4 per cent, on their transit. The 
land-tax was rendered perpetual, and new duties were im- 
posed on consumption. The kings of Portugal derive an 
income of no inconsiderable magnitude, as grandmasters of 
the orderjs. Superstition was another fruitful source of 
revenue : as certificates of indulgence might be purchased 
for eight pounds, which, during six months, were equally 
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valid with the absolution of a Roman year of jubilee ; and 
for another sum, usurers were allowed to purchase exemp- 
tion from the duty of restitution ; those whose personal 
attractions were a source of profit, obtained forgiveness of 
their sins for an eighth part of their receipts, or, when they 
had been unusually successful, for a tenth ; the court had 
always bulls to sell for the repose of souls ; and finally, all 
the property belonging to the victims of the holy inqui- 
sition reverted to the crown. The tax on the gold of Brazil, 
amounting to one-fifth ‘per cent.y Kind the monopoly of dia- 
monds and tobacco, were, however, more important sources 
of revenue. The silver and gold imported into Lisbon was 
estimated at 2,250,000 pounds sterling. 

This kingdom is about three times as extensive as the 
United Netherlands, and contains scarcely an equal num- 
ber of inhabitants; agriculture is practised in an extremely 
defective manner, and no care is taken to make public roads 
through the mountains. The islands of St. Michael and Ma- 
deira arQ each reckoned to contain fifty thousand inhabi- 
tants; and Brazil, six hundred thousand. The latter coun- 
try, which possesses a fertile soil and a happy climate, is Jess 
oppressed than the other provinces ; because the settlements 
are' dispersed over the surface of that extensive district, and 
therefore less immediately under the inspection of the 
avaricious subordinate officers. 


SECTION VIII. 

THE COURT OF TURIN. 

The eburt of Turin, which usually declared itself on 
that side which afforded the best prospect of advantage, 
was now compelled, by the alliance between France and 
Austria, to remain inactive. 

Charles Emamjel had raised his revenue to the amount 
of nineteen millions of Piedmontese pounds : this sum in- 
cluded the extraordinar;^ imposts, as well as the usual taxes 



394 


UNIVEItSAL HISTORY. 


on salt, tobacco, stamped papers and powder.. The tolls 
constituted another, and owing to the situation of these ter- 
ritories a very important branch, of the revenue. Piedmont 
contributed two millions and a half to the taille^ Savoy 
somewhat above a million, and Montserrat 220,000 
pounds ; the valley of Aoste paid a voluntary contribution 
in lieu of this tax ; and Opeglia a fixed subsidy. The mo- 
nopoly of salt furnished the principal income of the pro- 
vince of Tarantaise. 

The expenditure wffis jlist equal to the average amount 
of^the revenue; and the extraordinary expenses of war 
were defrayed by subsidies, loans and certain anticipations. 
The public debt was diminished by economical manage- 
ment to four millions. 

The population in the royal territories situated on the 
continent, was estimated at 2,700,000. 

The revenue of the island of Sardinia was hardly equal 
to the maintenance of its defensive institutions and of its 
administration. . Sixty-four towers, four of whigli were 
, supported by the king himself, protected the coasts and 
smaller islands. In the interior, whole districts were almost 
deserted, the mountains inhabited b}^ barbarians, and tha 
whole land involved in the darkness of superstition. 

SECTION IX. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

We are now come, in the course of our comparison oP 
the states of Europe, to that nation which, at sea, balanced 
the whole |X)wcr of the house of Bourbon. In brief a 
survey, what can we say of the English constitution, that 
Montesquieu has not said in the two celebrated chapters, 
which contain the whole spirit of his spirit of Jaws? 
These are; the results of the history of^ this country, and 
the key to the events^ which have happened since his time. 

The laws of England, as it is universally known, are sc> 
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Hidependeut of tlic executive power, that the king can 
neither abolish the parliament permanently, nor even tem- 
porarily, nor can he interrupt any complaint which is 
brought before that assembly. He can neither levy any 
tax, nor maintain a military force in time of peace, with- 
out consent of parliament : he can neither arm his catholic 
subjects, nor forbid the use of weapons to the protestants; 
and he is not permitted to take possession of the estates of 
the church of England, under pretence of arbitration. No 
parliament can sit more than stfveft years ; nor can the 
king delay to summon that assembly for a longer period 
than three years. According to the spirit of the laws, both 
electors and candidates must be free men, and must possess 
a certain share of property, in order to secure their inde- 
pendence : but the passions have invented a variety of me- 
thods of frustrating the intention of these regulations. 

The peers having long ceased to be the representatives 
of the baronies, their privileges arc now of a personal na- 
ture. TJicy constitute a permanent senate ; and have on 
tliat account the right of entering a written protest on the 
records of the house; and for the same reason, the lord 
chancellor, who is their speaker, has his own vote. All 
financial bills originate in the house of commons, and the 
peeVs may reject them in totOj but are not allowed to make 
any alterations in their contents. If the death of the king 
should happen during a period in which no parliament w^ere 
in existence, the members of the last parliament would re- 
sume their functions, and would retain them during the 
space of six months. 

The land-tax supplies the place of the imposts, wliicU 
were formerly raised from every acre of arable land, and 
from the towns. This tax is levied by commissioners, who 
were originally appointed from among the members of par- 
liament; but of later times from the most distinguished in- 
dividuals in each district : its earliest register is dated in the 
year 1692. It is paid by the tenant : but as the amount o\ 
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the assessment depends on that of the rent, it falls in reality 
on the landlord. This tax, which is recommended both 
by its definite character and its moderation, was paid se- 
venty-two times before the accession of the present king* : 
thrice at the rate of one shilling ; twenty-two times at two ; 
fourteen times at tliree; and thirty-three times at four 
shillings in the pound rental : every shilling yields half a 
million of pounds sterling. 

The hearth-tax excited the displeasure of the people, be- 
cause it gave occasion fo House-searching; and was therefore 
exchanged for a house-tax, first of twor and afterwards' of 
three shillings for every house in England, and one shilling 
in Scotland : and an additional charge of one shilling for 
every house containing six windows, and of two shillings 
on each house with twenty-five windows. 

Dui’ing the seven years’ war, a shilling in the pound was 
deducted from all pensions and salaries : but this tax was 
equally disagreeable to poverty and powxr, to favouritism 
juid negligence, and was therefore repealed. ^ 

The system of excise, which is a tax on consumption, is 
a Dutch invention : it was adopted by the long parliament 
which dethroned Charles the First, and was confirmed un- 
der the reign of Charles the Second. This* impost has 
since been many times extended to other articles ; its amount 
has been increased, and the system by which it is collected, 
improved. It has uniformly beeil the object of the mi-^ 
nistry, to render this tax as productive and as little 
disagreeable as possible; and to collect it with the ut- 
most attention to accuracy and equity : the augmentation 
of price caused by this tax, is ordinarily confounded with 
the price of the goods ; and it is on that account, by far 
the least burdensome impost in appearance. In the year 
1772 , it produced 3,800,000 pounds sterling. 

In the reign of William the Third, a tax of three shil- 
lings and four-pence^ was imposed on every bushel of salt : 
under Anne, this impost was transferred to the excise ; and 

10 
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‘^ince the time of George the Second it has been rendered 
perpetual. Stamp duties are imposed on contracts, records, 
playing-cards, newspapers, advertisements, and almanacks ; 
and they vary according to the value of the instrument, 
frOm sixpence to ten pounds sterling. 

The customs, which supply the place of the old and new 
subsidies, owing to the prodigious increase of manufactures 

and commerce, already amounted to two mil- 
A. D. 1754 . . 

lions and a half. The bounties granted on 
the exportation of some articles and the drawbacks on 
others, are deducted fi’om the aWbve sum : and the witty 
remark of Swift, that in the language of the custom-house, 
twice two sometimes make one, is not without foundation. 
In fact, the exports are increased both by vanity and spe- 
culation ; and the high rate of the customs is a real bounty 
on smuggling. 

Little can be said respecting the produce of the crown 
lands : as William the Third rewarded his adherents with 
very long leases of these domains. This prince had a civil 
list of 700,000 pounds; arising from the customs, the ex- 
cise, the courts, the post-office, a tax upon fermented liquors 
and a contribution from the commons. Queen Anne was 
contented with a similar sum : and George the First con- 
trived to sav5 out of this amount 23,000 pounds, which he 
bestbwed on his natural daughter Melusina von Schulen- 
burg. The sources from which the civil list was supplied, 
were so productive under' the reign of George the Second, 
that it frequently amounted to a million: and this king, 
notwithstanding the expenses occasioned by his love of 
magnificence, his numerous journies and children, and the 
countess of Yarmouth, left at his death a property amount- 
ing to 1,700,000 pounds. George the Third gave up the 
funds of the civil list; in lieu of which the parliament 
allotted him a fixed income of 800,000 pounds. He also 
enjoys a revenue arising from Wales and Qornwall, and 
has besides an iiKome from West IneWan property at his 
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own disposal. The parliament has twice within twenty* 
years discharged debts of the civil list, amounting to upwards 
of a million* 

The army is at the disposal of the king ; but it receives 
its laws and its subsistence from the parliament. The kin^, 
however, issues military ordinances at his own discretion^ 
and appoints military tribunals ; but the martial law is 
enacted hy the legislative body. The parliament bestows 
rewards on meritorious commanders ; but such as are guilty 
of misconduct, arc liable to the forfeiture of honour and 
even of life, by the sc1it(fnce of a court-martial. 

Ill the glorious period of the seven years’ war, Great 
Britain maintained 337,000 men in its pay; and possessed 
sixty-one ships of the line and 353 smaller vessels of war. 
After the conclusion of the peace of 1703, the land forces 
were limited to 40,000 men. The resources of military 
talents have never been more successfully applied by any 
modern people, than by the Britons during that contest : 
so much care w^as taken to jirovide for all the wants of the 
soldiery, that the ordinary mortality among the ^wounded 
w'as not more than one in twenty ; and out of 14,000 men 
who w ere employed in the year 1700, in cruizing in the hay 
of Biscay, scarcely twxiity wxre attacked hy disease. The 
inventions even of foreigners, were nobly rewarded by 'the 
British parliament. 

The s{)iril of the nation produced such exertions, that 
after three unsuccessful or fruitless* campaigns, its perseve- 
rance was rewarded with twdve victories ; by which it 
gained the distant province of Canada, twenty- five islands, 
nine fortified towns, forty forts, a hundred vessels of war 
and a booty of the value of ten jnillions, sterling.* 

The same spirit which since the restoration of their an- 
cient freedom had animated the Britons, afforded the asto- 
nishing spectacle of a nation, which, although reduced to 
the brink of ruin, amidst the desertion gf its colonies, the 
conmiotions of Ireland, and the tumults of faction ; although 
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groaning, under the bui'den of an enormous taxation^ desti- 
tute of allies and without any assistance, withstood the 
united power of the house of Bourbon, and of Holland 
its ancient confederate. 

* How lofty an eminence would this nation attain, if, 
amidst the treasures of plundered Hindostan and the cor- 
ruptions of avarice, the spirit of its laws could remain 
sufficiently powerful to render, moderation and ecjuity tlu? 
foundations of its political system. 

SECTION x! 

AUSTRIA, RUSSIA, AND rUUSSIA. 

The most powerful of the states which have hitherfi^ 
occupied our attention, have derived their advantages from 
their circumstances with respect to the industry of their in- 
liabitants, or their naval power, and the freedom of their civil 
institutions, which allowed considerable liberty of speech if 
not of action, or at least the opinion of such freedom. These 
resources*do not exist in an equal degree among the mo- 
narchies situated in the interior of Europe ; whose power 
rather depends upon their military force. Agriculture and 
the numerical amount of the population, are the chief ob- 
jects of solicitude with the latter. But even in these coun- 
tries, the real power of the nation lies rather in its intel- 
lectual energy than in its physical strength : for the latter 
may be overcome by a superior force ; while the former 
linds resources in adversity, and shines with increased splen- 
dour amidst misfortunes. 

Frederick William, elector of Brandenburg, laid the 
foundation *of the pqwer of Prussia. Peter the Great infused 
into the Russians the consciousness of their own strength ; 
which was displayed by Anne, Elizabeth, and Catharine, 
both in Europe and Asia. These examples produced their 
natural effect, undgr the reigns of Theresa and Joseph, on 
die spirit of the Austrian administratiorw 
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Frederick the Second king of Prussia, at his accession 
to the throne, had only 2,200,000 subjects and a revenue 
of scarcely fifty-six millions of French livres : his subjects 
now amount to six millions; he has an army of 250,000 
veteran soldiers, and a revenue of ninety millions : he hsfe 
greatly augmented the opulence of his provinces; ^nd go- 
verns a state full of the spirit of enterprise and of order, 
with great and continually increasing glory. His power, 
like his eye, is firm, full of confidence and animation ; his 
government is the despotism of a father, severe only to his 
idle children. His regulai’ity and dexterity found means to 
relieve his provinces, even during war, from the pressure of 
extraordinary taxation ; and during peace lie afforded pe- 
cuniary assistance, free of interest, to every necessary and 
useful undertaking. He never raised the land-tax : instead 
of which he preferred to increase the taxes upon consump- 
tion which he might have diminished, and for which he 
might have substituted internal imposts. At the conclusion 
of so many wars as he has carried on, the population even 
of his hereditary dominions, has doubled its number ; and 
the peasants are not poorer than in many countries of 
greater natural fertility. Scarcely more than two-filths of 
the army consists of peasants ; and this portion is compelled 
to perform its military duty only for a few Weeks in suc- 
cession. His attention, and the encouragement which he 
has bestowed on the most important objects, on agriculture 
and the manufacture of articles of indispensable necessity, 
have produced such effects, that notwithstanding the com- 
plaints of interested persons, the annual balance of trade 
was two millions and a half in favour of Prussia ; the credit 
of the paper currency was complete, and the bank paid 
interest for the sums deposited, at the rate of not more than 
two and a halfjo^ cenf. 

The excellence of Frederick's military tactics consisted 
not so much in those details which have been universally 
imitated, as in th^ almost inconceivable simplicity of the 
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principles which are the foundation of the most rapid and 
accurate evolutions. The army, instead of being the ultimate 
object of his care, is only the means by which war is to be 
avoided, or the instrument by which it is to be conducted 
Muth rapidity and effect. War does not exhaust his country, 
but puts fifty-two millions of its revenues into circulation. 

But the most imj)ortant part of the greatness of Fre- 
derick lies in matters which are hardly perceptible to 
foreigners : and he is remarkably distinguished from the 
common herd of heroes in this respect, that the nearer 
the point from which he is contemplated, the more minute 
the inspection to which he is subjected, the greater he 
appears.” 

The court of Vienna for a long time contemplated theT 
progress of the internal administration of other powers, 
without any apparent imitation of their measures. In the 
enjoyment of the most exalted dignity and possessing the 
most fertile provinces, it was slower in perceiving the defects 
of its policy than those governments to which exertion was 
a matter of necessity. But the unexpected appearance of 
the power of Frederick communicated an electric shock 
even to this torpid body : and Maria Theresa, who was 
guided by the councils of Kaunitz in her general policy as 
well as in the foreign department, whose financial concerns 
were directed by Haugwitz and whose military proceed- 
ings were entrusted to Traun, Dauhn, Lichtenstein, Lau- 
dphii, and Lascy; infused a new animation into the power 
of Austria, and opened to the eyes of Joseph the most bril- 
liant prospects, of power capable of complete devclopcment, 
of the greatest reputation, and of the most decisive influ- 
ence in the politicabaffairs of Europe. In the last year of 
the life of his illustrious mother, the subjects of his mo- 
narchy amounted to 19‘ millions, the revenue to 215 mil- 
lions of French livres, and the army to 275,090 men. The 
countries subject to^the bouse of Austria were’ accustomed 
to a government mild and desirous of 'improvement, and 
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susceptible of a high degree of civilization : they contameti 
niany sources of prosperity which had hitherto been suffered 
to remain unimproved; the state of the military system 
was so good, that the army, which was superior to that of 
France with regard both to numbers and excellence, was 
not more than two-thirds as expensive; and though the 
public debt amounted to about 160 millions, the state pos- 
sessed a property, in the ecclesiastical domains, which was 
estimated at 300 millions. 

Austria was besides in amicable relations with Russia, 
and could therefore have nothing to dread from Prussia ; a 
state which was scarcely a third part as powerful as itself, 
and which was not always to be directed by a monarch 
who, like Frederick, should be capable of raising its im- 
portance to the utmost pitch. There was still less ground 
for apprehension on the side of the house of Bourbon : as an 
alliance subsisted between Austria and the French, whose 
queen the daughter of Maria Theresa, was adored by that 
gallant people on account of her wit, her gentleness mid 
beauty/ The divan seemed disposed rather to ^bmit to 
almost any terms, than to endanger its decaying power in 
a contest with Joseph : the hierarchy trembled at the spirit 
which he manifested, and would have accepted a compro- 
mise on any terms. The republics and the smaller princes 
of the empire were desirous of remaining in obscurity, or at 
most of being treated with the respect which a stronger 
power ought to manifest towards its inferiors. 

The Russian empire contains a surface''of 320,000 square 
miles, and its inhabitants amount to thirty millions : the 
revenue is estimated at sixty-four millions of roubles ; it is 
said that the complete military force in time of war con- 
sists of 300,000 men, and that the Cossacks, Armenians, 
Grusinians, Kirgisians, Calmucks, Carakalpaks, and 
other predatory hordes, famed for the rapidity of theii* 
military opdlrafions, amount to 260, QOO. The exports 
and imports appear to be nearly balanced, and to amount 
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to about eight millious of roubles. The European com- 
merce of this empire is reckoned ten times as valuable as the 
Asiatic, and the trade of Petersburg is supposed to be ten 
times as active as that of Archangel. The intercourse with 
England is the most important, because it puts a great 
quantity of money into circulation : that with France drew 
specie away from Russia; and the import of Russian pro- 
duce into France was discouraged. 

More than a third part of the mass of regular soldiery 
which is employed in coerciii|^ tlm population of Europe 
and preserving order, belongs to these three powers : in 
tactics and military discipline their armies are supposed to 
be superior to those of all other nations ; when united, no 
power Is capable of giving them serious cause of alarm ; in 
war their most formidable enemies exist in each other ; in 
Uieir internal administration they endeavour to raise the 
greatest possible power on the foundation of national opu- 
lence. Under the governments of Frederick and of Joseph, 
no room is allowed for the intrigues either of priests or of 
courtieA. Public opinion has no influence on the policy 
of these courts ; which are aware that authors, for the 
greater part, have the faculty of seeing only what their own 
interest leads them to observe, and the talent of placing 
the characters of the princes by whom they are rewarded, 
in sucli a light as is most agreeable to their august patrons; 
whije the splendour of their eloquence serves only to dazzle 
^lie multitude. 


SECTION XL 

THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 

We *ici VC already treated of the maritime powers, and of 
the state of exhaustion to which they had reduced themselves 
by their own exertions, as well as of the great military na- 
tions of Europe : it now remains that wcf consider those 
smaller states, toVhich they are objects of continual appre- 
hension. 
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The ancient body of the German empire continues to 
be held together, in appearance, by the formularies of the 
golden bull, the regulations of the imperial elective com- 
pacts, the peace of Westphalia, the decrees of the diet, 
the ordinations of the imperial tribunals, and the relics of 
the feudal system. 

We have given an account of the privileges of the elect- 
ors in the fifteenth book. All the princes of the empire 
who possess territories which were represented in the coun- 
cil of princes at the diet of 1582, have also at this day a 
scat and vote in that assemljly, either in person or by tlieir 
deputies. The counts, prelates and cities do not vote indi- 
vidually, but by their benches. The electors, princes and 
cities, constitute three colleges : the protestant states* form a 
separate body, of which the elector of Saxony, although him- 
self a catholic, is the head; because that office is permanently 
attached to the governing family of the electorate. The 
directorship of the collective diet is vested in the archbishop 
of Mayence. The emperor appoints one of the princes as 
principal commissary, and nominates some jarifit, well 
versed in the laws of tlie empire, as his colleague. 

The diet is opened by an imperial proposition : decrees 
of the court, which are within the province of the princi- 
pal commission, representations, proposals, references of 
the states, aqji notes from the powers, are laid before the 
imperial directors of the arch-chancery, who issiiearf/c- 
iatur^ proceed to adopt a resolution, to open the protocol,, 
to collect the votes, and to frame a corresponding decree, 
which is finally laid before the emperor for his acceptance. 
Each college assembles separately: the com itial deputies 
Iiave no discretional vote or powers, bu& on all occasions 
receive positive instructions from their respective courts^ 
All differences of opinion in the colleges are recorded in the 
judgment, in case the dissidents require it. The emperor 
may either ratify or reject this judgmeitt as he thinks fit t 
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but when the colleges are divided in their opinions, the 
states will not allow* him to exercise the privilege of de- 
ciding between them. 

Business of an important and complicated or secret na- 
ture, may be conducted or prepared by a commission ap- 
pointed by the empire : but there still exist a number of 
undecided judicial questions relating to its formation. 

In affairs which can in any manner be construed to 
relate to religion, or in relation to which the states do 
not choose to be considered as fin^inited body, either the 
parties separate themselves, or each individual insists upon 
his privileges ; by which means the progress of the public 
business is tptally impeded. Protests, coimterpleas, inter- 
locutions, secessions and endless contests about forms, com- 
plete the confusion ; and if the states were as equal to each 
other in power as the nobles of Poland, the decency and 
order of the proceedings would be not greater than at 
Warsaw. The body politic of Germany owes its mode of 
existencve to the abuses and irregularities which, for reasons 
of policy, come to the assistance of its imperfect legislation, 
and which might as easily dissolve the whole structure. 

The constitution of the circles is a representation in mi- 
niature of that of the empire. This constitution originally 
prevailed in every sovereignty ; where the concurrence of 
the states of the country, consisting of prelates, knights 
and citizens, was nece^ary to the authority of the prince 
on all important occasions. But since the introduction 
of standing armies, the place of these members of the 
community has been generally filled by the more simple 
forms of military, despotism: thus by the perpetual frus- 
trating of references to the imperial tribunals and to* the 
supreme head of the empire, by the r^ection of these ap- 
plications, and by the execution of the ^decrees of the 
imperial courts, ^he people are becoming more and more 
helpless in every succeeding age ; while against such of this 
hapless class as are stigmatized with the appellation of 
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rebels, every petty tyrant is at full liberty to exercise hij 
caprice and his power without control or question. 

The dukedom of Bavaria is computed to contain 1,180,000 
inhabitants: the Palatinate of the Rhine, the most indus-* 
trious of whose citizens have been compelled to emigrate to^ 
America by religious persecution, and by other errors in 
the policy of its completely despotic government, contains 
not more than 280,000; and those of Juliers and Berg are 
estimated at 260,000. The whole revenue of the elector 
may amount to nine efr ten millions of florins : that of 
Bavaria is computed at five, or including the salt works 
at six; that of the Palatinate at 1 , 700 , 000 ; and that of 
the Westphalian territories at 1,500,000. The surface of 
Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate contains seven hundred 
and twenty-nine; that of the other territories two hundred 
and forty square miles. The example of the neighbouring 
Dutch, and the influence of political considerations, (which 
prevented the exercise of so much oppression in a country 
to which Brandenburg had claims,) permitted and^excited 
the most active exertions of industry in the countries of 
Juliers and Berg- The palatinates groaned under the 
keepers of the rolls ; and Bavaria continued to suffer under 
all the prejudices of the middle ages. 'J'he treasuries of 
both countries were overwhelmed with debts incurred by 
prodigality alid bad administration: Bavaria had to pay 
twenty-five millions of annual interest ; and had in return 
the satisfaction of resounding the incessant praises of rich 
favourites, women, ministers, and counsellors. This ex- 
traordinary expenditure was not occasioned by any dispro-* 
portionate exertion of the powers of the country for the 
purpose of raising a formidable military force : for the army 
of the Palatinate consisted of not more than five thousand 
five hundred men, although that stale halj eleven generals 
in its pay ; the^ Bavarian troops amounted^o eighteen thou- 
sand men, who Were e distributed in thirty regiments; but 
this state had some field-marshals-general in commission. 
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^ind the corps of officers constituted nearly a fourth of the 
whole army; and it was thought necessary, on account of 
a Tew vessels on the Rhine, to establish an admiralty. The 
income of the convents in Bavaria is estimated at two 
millions. 

The electoral territories of Saxony are of nearly equal 
extent with those of Bavaria. But while the latter country 
contains only one great and thirty-nine smaller cities, the 
former contains eighteen of great or considerable magni- 
tude, two hundred and six of moderate size, and two mil- 
lions two hundred thousand inhabitants. The princes who 
bore the name of Frederick Augustus, left the country bur- 
thened with a debt of twenty-six millions of rix-dollars ; 
but the excellent arrangements of the states, and the regu- 
larity of the ruling prince, enabled the electorate to di- 
minish its debt by at least 1,200,000 annually ; and with 
the remaining 6,200,000 furnished by the revenue, to main- 
tain a suitable court, a well-organized government, and a 
military^ force proportionate to the circumstances of the 
country. The army was high-spirited, and brilliant in its 
appearance, and was augmented in proportion to the gra- 
dual reduction of the debt, until its numbers amounted to 
2^,000. The soil of the electorate is not uniformly fertile, 
aild its situation betwen Austria and Prussia, together with 
the profusion of Frederick Augustus the First and of 
Brlihl, had subjected the inhabitants to numerous miseries : 
but they surmounted all their difficulties, retored their 
country to prosperity by their admirable industry and good 
management, and distinguished themselves above all the 
other nations of Germany in the cultivation of the sciences, 
and the refinement of their language and manners. 

The electoral territories of Brunswick are, generally 
speaking, of inferior quality with regard to natural fertility ; 
but are among thf number of those in whic|[j the paternal 
eare of the government has done muph t& co(npensate for 
the penury of nature. Since the absence of the reigning 
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the states of the country maintain an authority 
which, in the most important particulars, is beneficially 
Exerted ; and the degree of freedom which is enjoyed, pre- 
serves among the inhabitants an attachment to their country^ 
The troops, which are sufficiently paid, courageous and 
well commanded, amount to 20,000 ; a number which is 
not unreasonably great in proportion to a population of 
700 , 000 . The inhabitants arc more numerous than could 
be expected in a country of which extensive districts consist 
of irreclaimable heath ;#a 4 d which, if it were not for the 
annual million produced by the mines in the Hartz, would 
with great difficulty furnish a revenue of 4,800,000 florins. 

The electorate of Mayence, comprising a surface of 125 
square miles, contains 320,000 inhabitants, and possesses a 
revenue, arising from customs and from territorial imposts, 
pf 1,500,000 florins. It maintains some thousands of troops ; 
and, as is usual in the armies of such states, a great liumbcr 
of generals. 

The income of the elector of Treves is scarcely one-third 
as large as that of the liist-moiitioncd prince; and about 
210,000 florins ^of his revenue are furnished by Augsburg 
and Ellwangen. 

The electorate of Cologne is so situated, with respect Tto 
Holland and Westphalia, that it is capable of becoming a 
state of political importance. Its revenue, including its 
receipts from Munster, is estimated.at 1,200,000 florins: 

The subjects of the landgrave of He^c-Cabsel, who is 
also count of Ilanau, may amount to nearly 500,000; and 
his revenue to 3,000,000. Waldeck is his fief, and is still 
subject to a number of mortgages for pecuniary Joans. He 
has also the prospect of inheriiing, at some future time, 
that part of the county of Schaumburg which still belongs 
lo the counts and ndble lords of the Lippe. 

The last-menfioned prince, if it had no^ been for the di- 
vision of territory made by Philip the Magnanimous, in the 
spirit of the IGth century, would still have possessed the 
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income derived from Hesse- Homburg, amountinj^ to 
100,000 rix-dollars, as well as that of Hesse-Darmstadt. 
fhe landgrave of this territory has a revenue of 1,150,000 
florins, with which he maintains his court, and 6000 well 
disciplined troops. But the landgrave Maurice still further 
weakened the Cassel branch of the family, in order to fur- 
nish a younger son with a court and government at Rhein- 
fels and Rothenburg. Philip the brother of the landgrave 
Charles, augmented the family of Hesse with a very fruitful 
branch which has the title of PlMlipsthal. 

The dominions of Wurtemberg are extremely fertile, and 
inhabited by a people of uncommon industry: the duke 
governs according to the laws, by which the ancestors of his 
subjects and the venerable states of the country endeavoured 
to limit or prevent the exercise of arbitrary power. The 
population of this state amounts to 560 or 600,000; and 
the revenue to about 3,000,000 of florins. 

The two dukes of Mecklenburg have about 2,200,000 
subjects.^ The income of the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin 
amounts to about 300,000 rix dollars, and that of the duke 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz to 100,000. The states of these 
dominions iijaintain, with tlie utmost solicitude, those rights 
which in other parts of the empire are so much neglected ; 
and complain that the claims of their sovereign on the Ba- 
varian succession have been satisfied at their expense, by 
the* impediments thrown in the way of appeals from his 
tribunals. 

The archbishop of Salzburg, the only person of his dig- 
nity who is not also an elector, must lament that the pious 
weakness*of his predecessor, misled by the artifices of selfish 
agents, should have deprived his delightful hills of a valu- 
able part of their population, amounting to twenty-five or 
thirty thousand industrious individuals, who have been com- 
pelled to abando^ their native country, in or^er to preserve 
the privilege of worshipping God accprdiffg to their co«i- 
sciences. The archbishop now governs about 200,000 per- 
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sons, .and his revenue is estimated at about 1,000,000 of 
florins. 

I J. 

His neighbour, the provost of Berchtholdsgadeii, has 
about 5000 subjects, who inhabit the shores of a picturesque 
lake: some of them arc employed in the preparation of 
salt, and others m the manufacture of some elegant trifles 
which find a market in the East Indies. 

But the circle of Swabia alone contains four spiritual 
and 13 temporal princes; 19 imperial prelates, 26 inde- 
pendent counts and lords,* and 31 imperial cities: it would 
be impossible even to name them all in the course of so 
brief a survey. 

The imperial cities enjoyed a high degree of prosperity, 
as long as the commerce between Venice and the North was 
carried on byway of Augsburg and Nuremburg: but the 
alteration which has taken place since Venice and Egypt 
yielded to the maritime pow'ers, in consequence of the dis- 
covery of the passage by the Cape of Good Hope ; together 
with the oligarchical oppressions which have in ipany in- 
stances destroyed the spirit of the citizens, the injurious 
effects of catholic and protestant intolerance, and all the 
petty policy of the numerous municipal governments, have 
destroyed their importance. Those communfties of citi- 
zens so proud of their independence, those vigilant and An- 
daunted defenders of the municipal rights, those members 
of the empire who were so zealously engaged in efforts to 
ennoble their condition and to increase their opulence, are 
lost amid the crowd of powerful and warlike princes, and 
scarcely to be noticed in Frankfort, Hamburg, and other 
towns of inferior importance. 

Frankfort has been said to hold the same place with re- 
gard to Germany, as Dant^ic to Poland : she enriches her- 
self at the expense oV those nobles and people whose luxuries 
demand a sup^ply of foreign commodities<f>* by which means 
millions are accumulated in a town containing only Sf^OOO 
inhabitants; the people of Germany^ however, sell scarcely 
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a tenth part so much to foreigners as they purchase from 
them. Hamburg is more than three times as large as 
Frankfort : and as it is a sea-port, its speculations are bolder 
asid more extensive. Denmark contended against its free- 
dom ; Holland envied its commerce, and its internal tran- 
quillity v/as frequently disturbed by contests for power 
between the senate and the people : but all these difficulties 
were overcome by the perseverance, industry, and intelli- 
gence of its inhabitants. Of the three cities which still 
recal the memory of the great Hanseatic league, Hamburg 
is by far the most important. Lubeck, the second of these 
towns, which maintained a long struggle with the northern 
crowns for the dominion of the Baltic, and was frequently 
obliged to contend for the preservation of its independence, 
was not more than half as powerful as Hamburg: and Bre- 
men, the third in importance, by its active and successful 
industry maintained and enriched a population nearly equal 
to that of Geneva. 

If these considerable cities and countries, together with 
all those which we have not mentioned, had directed the 
whole influence of their population and opulence to the at- 
tainment of one common object, what an empire and people 
would Gernfany exhibit ! External influence has however 
suefceeded, by means of the most strenuous exertions, in 
preventing such an union from taking place, and in bestow- 
ing, on an impotent ari^ocracy, the name of German free- 
dom. Both the apolitical importance of the empire, and 
the liberty of its inhabitants, have suffered in consequence 
of this abuse : yet the multiplicity of capitals has been fa- 
vourable fo the pyrsuits of industry ; and so long as the 
only question continues to be, whether the people shall be 
governed by hereditary princes or by deputies, the pre» 
ference will be found to be due to the former ; because the 
latter are only intVt upon employing their tra^isitory power 
for their private interests. 
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SECTION XII. 

SCANDINAVIA. 

Denmark, a kingdom which formerly gave laws to all 
Scandinavia, and which, including Norway and Holstein, 
is superior in extent to the monarchy of Austria, has lost 
a great part of its power during a long period of peace, 
under the sway of a succession of weak though benevolent 
princes. The preservation of the national reputation and 
the foundation of its prosperity, are to be ascribed to the 
excellent administrations of the elder and younger counts 
Bernstorf. The former conferred a most essential benefit 
oil his country; inasmuch as, after the death of the czar 
Peter the Third, who as duke of Holstein had threatened 
the independence of Denmark, he managed, by negoci- 
ation, to extirpate tliis root of perjietual contention and 
destructive wars, just at the moment when the ducal family 
succeeded to the supreme power in the greatest lyonarchy 
of the earth : the whole of Holstein was transferred to the 
court of Denmark ; which, in return, gave up Oldenburg 
and Delmenhorst. These last hereditary estates of the 
kings of Scandinavia and of the future czars, are inhabited 
by about 75,000 individuals and yield an annual produce 
of scarcely 40b,000 florins : the courto f Petersburg be- 
stowed them on a younger branoh of that family which 
resides at Eutin and administers the secularized bishopric 
of Lubeck. 

But even including Holstein, the population of Denmark 
scarcely exceeds two millions, and its revenues niiffe millions 
of florins: and hence the forty thousand troops and the 
twenty ships of the line which constitute its military and 
naval force, cannof be kept in activity during a few cam- 
paigns without 'subsidiary aids. 

Moat nation^av^ failed to reach an elevation commen- 
surate with their resources : but Sweden, on the contrary, 
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has sunk into a state of torpor, the effect of exertions dispro- 
portionate to her strength. While other nations appear 
s2ftrccly worthy of the good fortune which lias attended 
them, Sweden, by her spirit and intelligence, raised her- 
self to a pitch of political greatness, far beyond the power 
of her resources to maintain : even when fortune at length 
deserted the arms of this nation, she strove, during a long 
course of years and amidst the turbulence of faction, to 
beal the wounds inflicted by her own heroic spirit; and 
when at length she had lost every^tljjng of which it was in 
the power of adversity to deprive her, she retained the 
esteem of Europe, the remembrance of her former great- 
ness, and an internal conviction of the possibility of recover- 
ing her lost importance. 

The population of Sweden, amounting to about three 
millions, is capable, under a prudent administratiori, of 
supporting an army of fifty thousand men ; and of pro- 
viding effectual means for the prosecution of such war's as 
may be necessary to maintain the independence of the 
Worthy successors of the Gustavuses. This country is de- 
ficient only in that commodity of which merit is so fre- 
quently destitute, namely, in money; but even this instru- 
ment is attainable by the pursuits of industry and commerce, 
anc\ by an able and assiduous attention to the political 
circumstiinces of foreign courts. 

SECTION XIII. 

POLAND. 

After ^he Jiat of the autocrat of all the Russias had 
robbed Poland of t^o millions of her population ; after she 
had lost nearly an equal portion under the grasp of the im- 
perial court; had yielded 6*50,000 to#Prussia; and had 
sunk «o low that s^e was incapable of furnishhig a sufficient 
revenue for the necessary expenses of the skfte, or of sup- 
lH)rting a moderate army, while the defects of her consti- 
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tution were such as to afford no ground of hope for the* 
future ; Prussia cruelly oppressed the commerce of this de- 
voted country, and its plains were abandoned to the afbi- 
trary quarterings of the Russian soldiery, and became the 
theatre of their licentious excesses. Poland had now reafly 
vanished from among the number of the greater powers : 
yet, so long as a native country existed to excite the com- 
passion of generous minds, it was possible that Piasts, 
Jagellos, and Sobieskys might again arise, and the sacred 
flame of freedom onc^ more break forth to triumph and 
to save.’^ 


SECTION XIV. 

THE TURKS. 

The weakness of the Ottoman Porte was not owing to 
the want either of men or of money ; but of the intelligence 
necessary for the successful employment of its resources. 
The miri^ or imperial treasury, was filled by a capitation 
tax levied on all male subjects above the age of fourteen 
years ; by productive salt-works ; by crown-estates, some of 
which were administered on behalf of the sovereign, and 
some let to farm ; by the customs, and the exijise on coffee, 
tobacco and spices : the ca$na^ or privy purse of the suljan, 
received the ''tributes of the hospodars of Moldavia and 
Wallachia ; the presents with which Ragusa purchased its 
security; the revenue of Egypt; a tenth of the value of 
such estates as were transferred by purcliase ; the inherit- 
ance of all such persons as died without heirs ; the fines, 
and the confiscated property of wealthy crimiq^ls. It is 
not easy to estimate the amount of all these different sources 
of revenue ; but it appears that, in ordinary times, the in- 
come exceeded tfee expenditure by several millions of 
piastres. Thfe regular troops of this epipire which had 
been formed* to earlier and more glorious ages, and a 
inilitia whose manners and corporeal powers were preserved 
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in a half savage mode of life, and who were therefore pro- 
bably superior in vigour and fortitude to the European 
aiddiery, accustomed to strict regulations and crowded to- 
gether in barracks; supported the formidable character of 
Che Turkish armies, so long as they retained their ancient 
valour and devoted attachment to the creed of Islam. The 
Moslem troops used to precipitate themselves with irresist- 
ible impetuosi|y on the ranks of the infidels : secure that 
victory or death wjjs already decreed as their portion, ac- 
cording to the counsel of the Eternally Merciful and under 
the protection of the great prophet. In artillery, how- 
ever, in which they have always remained inferior to the 
Europeans, their enemies had a decided advantage. But 
even when repulsed they renewed the tremendous onset, 
and their light troops fought even in flight ; until, when at 
length the fortune of the day had decidedly manifested 
itself on the side of the enemy, the contest terminated in 
their total dispersion. We could not, consistently with the 
brevity of our survey, enumerate in an instructive manner, 
the almost unknown names of the different corps which, 
together with the janissaries and spahis, constitute the Otto- 
man armies : and, in truth, the constitution and strength of 
these irregular bodies is not accurately known. Thirty- 
nine thousand four hundred and twenty Timariots, the de- 
scendants of the conquerors of the empire, each possessing 
two thousand five hundred ziamets, compose a kind of mi- 
litia which in its constitution resembles that of the ancient 
military vassals of Europe. The number of the volunteers 
in the Turkish service varies according to the nature and 
fortune of the war in which they are engaged ; and is con- 
sequently sometimes immensely great and sometimes very 
inconsiderable. It appears, however, that the number of 
regular troops may at all times be estimq|);ed at ,two hundred 
thousand. 

But the interior of the empire is the the^Kfe of incessant 
infractions of social order ; and is fast* approaching to its 
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political dissolution. The martial spirit of the government^ 
which in the distribution of the fiefs, of dignities and favour, 
chiefly regarded courage, talent and merit, seemed und^i'- 
the latter reigns to have given place to the cabals of the 
palace. The authority of the sultan, indeed, still remained 
uncontrolled ; and he possessed the po\|ier, if not of dis- 
pensing with, at least of interpreting the political precepts 
of the Koran : but since the reigns of Osman the Second, 
of Mustafa the First and Second, of Ibrahim and Moham- 
med the Fourth and Achmed the Third, he frequently 
trembles before his wSrrtors, his people, and even Iub 
eunuchs. 

From these circumstances has arisen a constitution, still 
more destructive from its neglect than its o|)pressions — from 
what it permits than from what it ordains. The army is in- 
lerior.to the most undisciplined troops among the Christian 
armies ; Syria and Egypt arc in a perpetual state of revolt ; 
the defection of the princes of Georgia remains unpunished ; 
the insults offered by Persia, which, thougli in a state of 
anarchy, still retains its martial spirit, are endured with a 
disgraceful forbearance ; the hereditary dominion of the 
Crimea has been given up; and the native seats of civi- 
hzation and the sciences, the most delightful regions on the 
surface of the globe, are abandoned to rebels,* to the ex- 
cesses of an % irregular militia, to the extortions of tlie 
bashaws who exercise their avaricious oppressions*with im- 
punity, and to the countless miserfes attendant on a per- 
petually vacillating authority. This empire affords a striking 
example of the influence of standing armies which set them- 
selves free from the restraints of discipline ; and of the me- 
lancholy condition to which human natujre is degraded, in 
countries where the voice of public opinion is too feeble to 
moderate the exercise of arbitrary power, or even to oblige 
it to pay any to decorum. 
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SECTION XV. 

ASIA. 

A D 1 Gi A.itt'ER the death of Sha Nadir, Persia ex- 
perienced a long succession of cruel commo- 
tions, and endured a period of horrors still greater than 
those of which Germany was the theatre on the decease 
of Frederick the Second ; until Kerim Han, partly by se- 
verity, and partly by clemency, either gained over or sub- 

A D 1 80 contending parties. His brother 

Saki concealed his death during several weeks ; 
and employed this interval in putting to death, under his 
predecessor’s name, many of the most formidable rivals of 
his power. The state was now subjected to fresh convul- 
sions; and Abulfat, the eldest sou of Kerim, raised himself 
to the throne of his father : great numbers, however, aban-^ 
doned his cause and attached themselves ^ to diflerent 
party leaders, in order to get rid of the restraints of au- 
thority. Persia, which though in a state of the utmost 
disorder was formidable both to its own inhabitants and 
its. neighbours, awaits the appearance of a new Ardeshir 
or Cyrus. 

The country which lies to the northward of the Caspian 
sea, .appeared to be approaching an era of new splendour. 
The deserts which still contain the ancient memorials of 
unknown nations* seemed to be again becoming the resi- 
dence of a numerous and wealthy population : but this fair 
prospect ^as entirely desolated by PugatschefF, the enemy 
of the Russians and of every species of cultivation. 

At a greater distance lie the steppes which were abaii- 

^ doned by the Ajukian Calipucks, to the num*-* 

ber pf 120,000. A leader of this horde, pro^ 
fessing a divine cobmission, led them (as JVIbses formerly 
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revered laws of the country; and have rendered it an 
interesting object to the literati of Europe by their investi- 
gations.’ The powerful mountain-republic of the Mah- 
£attas still maintains its existence. The acquirements of 
Hyder Aly in the art of war, were of dangerous conse- 
quence to the Europeans: yet the greater part of the rajahs 
still tremble before the British merchants, whose avarice 
has frequently produced effects more destructive than* war 
or despotism, by giving rise to famines which have swept 
away the innocent natives hy Lnmlreds of thousands. 
Allum Sha, the fourteenth successor of Timur, swayed in 
Delhi the sceptre of the four-and-twenty soubahdars, which 
compose the Mogul empire : his unsteady government, en- 
tirely dependent on the good pleasure of his British 
masters, resembled that of the Franks in the eleventh 
century. 

The Arab retains his simplicity and freedom : attacked 
in vain by the Europeans, by the victorious arms of the 
great Solyman and by the impetuous fury of Sha Nadir, 
he remains in precisely the same condition as in the time 
of Abraham and Job, and in which he always has existed, 
except in the moment when Arabia displayed to the 
astonished world, to how great enterprises so tranquil a 
people may be roused by enthusiasm. 


SECTION XVI. 

AFRICA. 

Habe^ch, situated behind her inhospitable coasts and 
horrid deserts, remained powerful and alone. 

At a still greater distant^e, unknown tribes of sun-burnt 
Africans wandered through the unej^plored country of 
their birth, in legions which are supposed to h&ve been 
the site of Paraiuse. 
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A world of islands was discovered in tlie South sea, 
which possess no other memorial of their history, than a 
tradition that an ancient revolution of nature has separated 
them from the continent. 

In the country of dates, and in regions of Africa still 
more remotely concealed, at% nations never yet visited by 
Europeans, the descendants of the ancient Numidians : 
while the military communities of Algiers, Tunis, and 
Tripoli, by their courage and their skill in the choice of 
defensive positions, br^vo the attempts of the powers of 
Europe; and impose a tribute on those nations which are 
dependent on them for grain, and on those which cannot 
securely carry on their commerce w'ithout the permission 
of these pirates. 

These aristocracies, like that which was founded on the 
rock of Malta for the purpose of maintaining against 
them a perpetual warfare, maintain their original spirit 
because they are incessantly renewed. 

The sheriff of Morocco, unmolested except by the dis- 
turbances of his own family, reigns over the fifteen pro- 
vinces of his enipire. He is dreaded by the Moorish 
husbandmen, and revered by the Nomadic tribes of black 
or tawny shepherds. 


SECTION XVil. 

CONCLUSION. 

When we embrace, in one comprehensive gJance, the 
different families of the human race and the whole theatre 
of the world, we cannot avoid remarking that there are 
some regions of the globe und some nations, which have 
not yet fully attained the condition appointed for them by 
destmy; which «eems to have ordained, that the manifold 
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capabilities of our nature shall be alternately developed 
throughout the univene, according to the various degrees 
oT influence exercised by physical causes, and by traditional 
civilization. We behold revolutions which terminate either 
in barbarism or in slavery; we see nations which have 
not yet experienced* the wBble influence of that avarice 
and that lust of power displayed by European^; and we 
perceive the inhabitants of our quarter of the globe to be 
endowed with an energy and genius which stimulate them 
to the most arduous enterprisgs^and their actual situ- 
ation to be such, that any great political convulsion would 
suffice to produce a sensible re-action on the most re- 
mote corners of tlie earth, and to fill with civilized inha- 
bitants, regions as yet unexplored by human eyes. We 
are at the same time so powerful and so impotent, that on 
the one hand, if the people of Europe should neglect their 
own interests ; or if they, or even individuals among them, 
should suddenly be inspired by any strong impulse of enthu- 
siasm ; the most important effects could not fail to be pro- 
duced on the moral condition of the whole human race: 
and on the other, these great movements when they shall 
have been once aroused, will act unexpectedly, and even in 
despite of the will of their first authors. 

However incomplete may be the display presented by 
this history of the secret causes, the nature and the cate- 
nation of the greatest .events, it has at least sufficed to 
tihow that they have taken place under the guidance of su- 
perior counsels. Their plan indeed is unknown, their pro- 
gress unsearchable : but we are able clearly to discern that 
fortune aiad power are obtained by resolution, activity, and 
sound judgment; * and that on the contrary, sloth and 
irresolution, and every thing that impedes the developemeni 
of our innate powers, are the caijses of destruction 
both to states >and individuals. Hi^ory is incapable 
of teaching what is to be done in each, particular con- 
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juncture, because the attendant circumstances are in- 
finitely diversified ; but she presenta us with these general 
results of the experience of all nations and all ages: 

Act well your part in the station, whatever it be, i^ 
which fate has placed you; let nothing suitable to that 
station appear too high for ^u to undertake, nothing so 
low as to« be neglected.” These are means which pro- 
duce the greatness of kings ; which bestow on the man of 
genius unfading laurels ; and which enable the private citi- 
zen to ' place his famil^^ove the inconveniences of po- 
verty and a servile condition. 


And now stand forth, ye gigantic forms, shades of the 
first Chieftains, and Sons of Gods, who glimmer ' © - 

rocky halls and mountain fortresses of the ancient world ; 
and you, Conquerors of the world from Babylon and from 
Macedonia; ye Dynasties of Cswsars, of Huns, Arabs, 
Moguls, and Tartars ; ye Commantlers of the Faithful on the 
Tigris, and Commanders of the Faithful on the banks of 
Tiber ; you hoary. Counsellors of kings, and peers of sove- 
reigns ; Warritws on the car of triumph, covered with scars 
and crowned with laurels ; ye long rows of Consuls'and Dic- 
tators, famed for your lofty minds, your unshaken constancy, 
your ungovernable spirit; — stand forth, and let us survey 
for a while your assembly, like a council of the gods. 
What were ye ? The first among mortals ? Seldom can you 
claim that title ! The best of men ? Still fewer of you have 
deserved such praise ! Were ye the compellers, the instigators 
of the human race, the prime movers of all their works ? 
Rather, let us ^ay Aat you were the instruments, that you 
were the wheels, By whose means the it/visible Being has 
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conductl mcoinprehen#ible fabric of his universal go- 
venimet, aniidst incessant ci ^mour and tumult, across the 
ocean 3f lime. At every mov ineiit of the machine, 
great Spirit that moves upon the waters prod^nos 
niajtim of wisdom, “ Be temperate and maihitaih order 1” 
Whoever listens not to the voice, is speedily chastized; 
1»ow terrible the puafehment of those vTho neglect the 
admonition, is tlWlmon which history displays. 


THV t.M'- 


I rlited by A. .Strshin, 
1,’iiuteis-Strcct, l.oiiJor;, 
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